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On  THE  Field  of  Battle, 

Ix  Southern  Prison  or  in  Hospital, 
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recording  the  action  of  the  Three-Years,  or  Veteran 
Battalion.  These  parts  are  subdivided  into  periods, 
each  of  whicli,  it  will  be  seen,  embraces  certain  cam- 
paigns- or  epochs  in  the  service  of  the  regiment. 

There  were,  undoubtedly,  incidents  not  recorded  in 
these  pages,  where  soldiers  of  the  command  exhibited 
personal  heroism  and  distinguished  themselves  in  vari- 
ous ways.  The  fact  that  many  of  these  incidents  did 
not  come  under  the  observation  of  the  writer  at  the 
time,  and  the  lack  of  information  concerning  them,  have 
made  it  necessary  to  pass  them  in  unwilling  silence. 
The  necessity  of  confining  the  work  within  limited 
bounds  has  also  compelled  him  to  dwell  with  brevity 
upon  cases  which  have  been  mentioned,  some  of  which 
deserve  more  extended  notice. 

The  author  is  under  obligations  to  several  of  his  com- 
rades for  information  and  memoranda  —  among  these. 
Geo.  F.  IIopp.  r,  Walter  S.  Poor,  Geo.  F.  Tait,  Geo.  M. 
Dewey,  Putnam  Field  and  Charles  H.  Ludwig.  The 
assistance  of  the  last-named  comrade  has  proved  invalu- 
able in  fitting  the  work  for  publication,  while  a  sketch 
of  the  original  inception  of  the  regim'ent  and  its  first 
month's  existence,  written  by  Cul.  Poor,  formed  the 
groundwork  of  much  of  the  matter  contained  in  the  first 
pagfs  of  the  book.  Acknowlcdgnients  for  valuable 
favors  are  due  to  Hnji.  R.>bert  T.  Lincoln,  Secretary  of 
Will-,  and  Hon.  T.  ]..  .Jiuim,^,  late  l'..stniasttT-(;ei.eral. 
bwinton's  "AruiV  of  the   i'otonia*' ^^   Tomes  I'C:   ^^niith's 
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"Great  Civil  War;"  Greeley's  "American  Conflict;" 
McClellan's  "  Reports  and  Campaigns  ; "  Davenport's 
"Fifth  Xew  York  Volunteers,"  and  other  works,  have 
been,  consulted  and  extracts  made  from  several.  The 
illustrations  were  designed  and  contributed  by  James 
E.  Taylor,  a  former  member  of  the  regiment. 

It  would  be  impossible  for  the  writer  to  express 
here  his  profound  respect  for  the  memory  of  those 
who  stepped  to  the  front  with  him  when  the  fatal  gun 
at  Charleston  summoned,  and  afterwards  laid  down 
their  brave  young  lives  for  their  country.  If  this  book 
may  serve  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance  of  their  un- 
selfish zeal  and  devotion,  and  lend  to  their  briglit  re- 
cords additional  lustre,  the  gratuitous  stirvices  of  the 
author  wiW  not  have  been  in  vain. 
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INTRODUCTORY 


The  election  of  AbraLam  Lincoln,  in  1S60,  was  made 
the  pretext  and  signal  in  the  South  for  open  defiance  of 
the  authority  of  the  Federal  Government.  Mutterings 
and  even  threats  of  secession  liad  been  heard  before  the 
election,  and  were  generally  treated  as  the  grumblings 
incidental  to  an  anticipated  defeat,  especially  as  a  ma- 
jority of  such  expressions  of  discontent  came  from  the 
State  of  South  Carolina,  which  was  proverbially  hot- 
headed. Now,  however,  meetings  were  held  in  that  and 
other  Cotton  States,  declaring  for  Southern  Indepen- 
dence, and  "minute-men"  were  being  mustered.  Start- 
ling events  foUov.ed  oacli  other  rapidly,  until,  on 
December  20th  following.  South  Carolina  passed  "An 
ordinance  to  dissolve  the  union  between  the  State  of 
South  Carolina  and  other  States  united  with  her,  under 
the  compact  entitled  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  of  America."  This  action  was  soon  after  fol- 
lowed by  the  seizure  of  the  Arsetuil  and  other  Go- 
vernment property  at  Charleston.  Other  States  seemed 
likely  to  follow  this  example,  and  patriotic  and  earnest 
men  at  the  North  savv-  iDomiug  uj)  a  war  betAveen  the 
.seceding  States  and  those  still  loy:\l  in  the  Union,  and 
11 
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began  to  devise  means  to  assist  the  Government  in  the 
impending  struggle. 

On  December  30th,  I860,  tlie  following  notice  ap- 
peared in  the  ZSTew  York  lit  raid : 

"OCR   JOINT   PKOPEKTY   HAS   BEEN   SEIZED    UPON. 

^'Totlh:  Uniod  me/'  of  Xeic  Y<>rk,vithout  ilixtinction  of  party. — All 
men  who  are  in  favor  of  the  Constitution  and  the  Union  as  it  is 
and  in  favor  of  the  declaration  of  Andrew  Jackson,  that  'tlie 
Union  must  and  shall  be  preservetl,'  will  report  themselves,  with 
their  real  name  and  phice  of  business,  to  Box  3,688,  New  York 
Post  Office,  immediately." 

To  this  notice  many  answers  were  received,  and,  as  a 
result,  a  meeting  was  called  for  the  purpose  of  organiz- 
ing a  battalion,  to  be  in  readiness  to  aid  the  Government 
in  ease  of  need.  Xearly  one  hundred  individuals,  the 
majority  young  men,  responded  to  the  call,  among  whom 
were  xUlen  Rutherford,  Frank  J.  White,  Joseph  Xew- 
burgh,  James  C.  Jont  s  and  Charles  H.  Ludwig.  They 
met  at  the  fiercer  House,  corner  of  Broome  and  fiercer 
Streets  ;  Allen  Rutherford  being  elected  chairman,  and 
Frank  J.  White,  secretary.  At  this  meeting  Ruther- 
ford and  otlu-rs,  in  the  Welict'.  perliaps,  that  the  cause 
would  be  better  served  by  tilling  up  the  ranks  of  the 
militia  regiments  then  exi.>-tiiiL',  proposed  to  form  a 
company  to  be  attached  t«>  tlu.^  Ninth  New  York  State 
Militia,  an  «.rgani/,;uifin  not  tli-'U  coinph'tf.  This  was 
strenucu-ly  .-pj.M.M  ■!.  .••.!i.i  a  r^'-iiut  i..n  that  tlu'  ctlir;  r-, 
when    elected,   shuuhl   hold   their  po>iti<>n<   temporarily 
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until  a  battalion  should  be  formed,  was  finally  passed, 
and  the  embvyo  organization  was  begun,  which  after- 
wards crystalized  into  being  as  the  Tenth  Regiment  of. 
Xew  York  Volunteer  Infantry. 

The  company  assumed  the  name  of  "Union  Volun- 
teers," and  elected  Allen  Rutherford,  captain.  At  the 
beginning  it  was  prosperous,  and  soon  had  more  than 
two  hundred  names  upon  its  roll,  the  author  of  this 
volume  being  of  the  number;  but  the  shambling  and 
apparently  cowardly  conduct  of  President  Buchanan's 
administration  dissatisfied  many  of  the  members  of  the 
organization,  causing  them  to  doubt  whether  a  Govern- 
ment that  would  not,  or  dared  not  defend  itself,  was 
worth  defending.  At  the-  rate  affairs  wore  progress- 
ing it  seeiued  as  though  the  "Southern  Confederacy" 
might  Ix'COiue  an  accouipli^hed  fact  before  Abraham 
l^incoln  could  be  inaugurated,  and  it  really  appeared, 
from  indications  at  Washington,  that  an  attempt  to 
Coerce  a  seceded  State,  or  i>reparatioTis  for  such  a  pur- 
pose, would  bo  regarded  as  a  W(,>rse  form  of  treason 
tlian  secession  itself.  '["his  had  its  etYect  on  some 
members  of  the  Union  \'ohinti'ers,  and,  with  the  addi- 
tional f.iet  that  the  exi'iteineiit  eonseiju'eiit  upon  the  se- 
cession of  South  Carolina  had  in  a  measure  died  away, 
<-ausei|  tlu-  number  of  a'-tive  meiulu-rs  to  dwindle  t<» 
sinal!  pi'-'jiorrioiis.  liii;  h.';  f.-n.]  w;i~  amoivj^  t)i..;e  who 
ai-undoiied  iJie  *,  nletpii- e,  anii  l*'i:i!i!v  .i.  Wniie  was 
•  'I'cted    captain    in    lii-    sf.ad.       Maiiv    of    tiie    original 
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men,  however,  determined  to  persevere,  and,  at  one  of 
the  meetings  in  February,  appointed  a  committee  to 
devise  measures  to  revive  interest  in  the  organization. 

At  that  time  the  Chicago  Zouaves,  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  since  lamented  Ellsworth,  were  well  known 
throughout  the  Northern  States,  and  the  committee  hit 
upon  the  happy  expedient  of  forming  an  independent 
company  upon  the  model  of  the  Zouaves,  and  made  a 
report  in  favor  of  ])ursuing  that  course.  The  report 
was  adopted  and  the  title  of  "Union  Volunteers" 
changed  to  "National  Zouaves;"  Waters  TV.  McChesney, 
formerly  a  member  of  Ellsworth's  command,  was  en- 
gaged as  drill-master,  arms  and  a  drill-room  secured,  and 
the  organization  again  assumed  a  prosperous  appearance. 
Captain  White  resigned  his  position  and  the  company 
recognized  McChesney  as  its  virtual  commander,  al- 
though he  was  never  elected  as  such.  The  uniform 
adopted  was  neat  and  attractive,  being  of  the  zouave 
pattern  and  affording  perfect  action  to  the  limbs.  The 
additions  now  made  to  the  company  were  all  young  men 
in  the  vigor  of  life,  iuo.st  uf  them  clerks  in  good  j)Osi- 
tioiis,  soine  of  theni  members  of  the  bar,  and  a  few  were 
already  connected  with  militia  regiments  of  the  city. 
Drill  was  had  for  an  h(nir  each  morning  at  the  armory, 
and  l-i'f'ue  April  th"  "Xational  Zouave^ "  \vi're  expert 
in  tlic  niMimal  of  arms  and  it;  many  enn!'i:iny  niannMivri-s. 
and  bid  fair  to  rival  any  existing  <»rganization  in  their 
peculiar  drill. 


^■^  -p 


THE   TWO-YEARS    xREGIMENT. 


.      •  -      PERIOD  I.  ■ 

THE   CALL   TO    ARMS I'UELIMIXARY  CAiEP   LIKE    AT   SANDY 

HOOK nv    STKAMEK    TO    VIRGINIA. 

The  Northern  States  were  astonn<led  and  shocked  by  the 
news  which  flashed  over  the  ek-ctric  wires  on  the  l"2th  of 
April,  18G1,  telling  that  the  precipitancy  of  South  Caro- 
lina had  plunged  the  country  into  Civil  War,  and  that 
Fort  Sumter  was  then  being  bombarded.  The  so-called 
secession  of  that  State  from  the  Union,  followed  by  the 
same  action  on  the  part  of  other  Southern  States,  had 
been  regarded  with  in<li£ference  by  many,  and  the  public 
heart  seemed  almost  insensible  to  the  great  peril  whicli 
threatened  to  sunder  the  Republic.  It  had  often  been 
said,  here  and  abroad,  that  the  sons  of  Revolutionary 
sires  liad  fallen  from  tlii-ir  high  estate — had  forgotten 
the  traditions  of  their  fathers,  and  that  patriotism  was 
extinct — and  of  late  it  seemed  that  this  was  so,  and  that 
the  people  of  the  North  would  submit  to  anything  rather 
than  sacrifice  their  eoiunu'rcial  prosperity.  It  had  been 
conimon  to  hear,  from  both  forei'jn  .uid  domestic  cynics 
:iiid  philosophers,  lliat  a  n-public  vui-h  as  ours  eouM  not 
l<e  jiermaiient,  because  it  lacked  the  ahiding  loyalty  neces- 
sary to  its  ♦■xistenee  ;  and  now  the  p.itiiotic  few  iiegan  to 
di'spair  of  a  Jiation  which  seeme<l  im-oinpeteiit  to  nnd'T- 
--tand  its  danirers  an<l  indilVereiit  to  the  fate  \\  hich 
aj-pari'iifly  awaitecl  it. 

r.ut    the  new-    tVi.ni   Sum  ler  a  w  ■  i'i<,.  uiiw  ontcl    t-cho.-. 
and  touched  f.)ruottcn  choiil>  in  the  great  Ameiican  heart. 
2  17 
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The  loyalty  whic-li  had  been  doubted  sprang  into  instant 
life,  and  throughout  the  Xorth  expressions  of  deep  de- 
votion and  promises  of  unlimited  aid  were  borne  on  the 
wings  of  lightning  to  the  Nation's  capital.  The  mighty 
heart  of  the  people  seemed  to  pulsate  with  patriotism 
and  love  for  the  government  which  had  been  founded 
and  maintained  by  the  blood  of  our  fathers,  and  the 
world  never  witnessed  an  uprising  as  mighty,  as  spon- 
taneous, and  as  glorious  as  that  which  now  occurred. 

On  April  13th  the  National  Zouaves  were  summoned 
to  a  special  meeting,  to  be  held  that  evening  at  their 
armory.  Long  before  the  hour  appointed,  the  company 
room  was  crowdetl,  and  entluisiasm  and  excitement 
were  at  fever-heat.  A  determination  was  expressed  by 
those  present  to  retake  at  all  hazards  any  property  taken 
by  force  nf  arms  from  the  United  States,  and  to  resist 
all  attempts  at  di>iuembernient  of  the  Union.  The 
strength  of  the  Company  was  <:reatly  increased,  an.l  it 
was  decided  to  r:u>e  a  b.-itlali.'n  or  regiiiicii',  and  to 
meanwhile  offer  the  services  of  the  Company  to  the 
G<^vernor  of  New  York.  AV.  W.  McChesney,  James 
Biddle  and  Aaron  Seely  were  a])pohited  a  committee  to 
proceed  to  All)any.  tender  the  services  of  the  Company, 
and  obtain  authority  to  increase  tlie  organization. 

On  A]-ril  l')th  the  following  proclamation  was  issued 
bv  l're-i<Uiit   Lincoln  : 

BY   THF.   IMU.-'inENT   OK   THF.    UNITED   ST.VTKS   OF    AMEUICA. 

A  pkocla:slvtiox. 

Wher.-is  llio  laws  of  thtt  rniu'vl  St:Ues  liavc  hwn  for  <oiiio  linio 
j-.;i;-'.  /.U'l  lU'.v  :,!,•,  ..;.;)..-.■  !,  ai;..l  l!i,  .  \.  i-u;:..ii  lirrrfcf  p'i-I  ruciL-<l 
in  Ihr  Si:i'.>  ..!'  S.-uili  Car.,!'!!:!.,  (n^-iuia.  .V,,ilMir,:i.  ri..i:(l:i,  .Mi- 
issipiii,  Loviisiaiia  and  Te.\a-,  by  comi)iiialions  loo  iiowcrful  to  In- 
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suppressed  by  the  ordinary  course  of  judicial  proceeding  or  by 
tlie  powers  vested  in  tlie  marshals  by  law  ; 

Now,  therefore,  I.  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United 
Stales,  jjy  virtue  of  the  power  in  me  vested  by  the  Constitution 
and  the  Laws,  have  thouirht  fit  to  call  forth,  and  hereby  do  call 
forth,  the  militia  of  the  several  States  of  the  Union,  to  llie  ag-.ixre- 
gate  numl)er  of  scvcnty-fivi'  thousand,  in  order  to  suppress  said 
combinations,  and  to  cause  the  laws  to  be  duly  executed. 

The  details  for  this  object  will  be  inunediately  communicated 
to  the  State  authorities  through  the  War  Department. 

I  appeal  to  all  loyal  citizens  to  favor,  facilitate,  and  aid  this  ef- 
fort to  mantain  the  honor,  the  integrity,  and  the  existence  of  our 
National  Union,  and  the  perpetuity  of  popular  government,  and 
to  redress  wrongs  already  long  enough  endured. 

I  deem  it  proper  to  say,  that  the  tirst  service  assigned  to  the 
forces  hereby  called  forth  will  probably  be  to  repossess  the  forts, 
places,  and  property  which  have  been  seized  from  the  Union  ;  and 
in  every  event  the  utmost  care  will  be  observed,  consistently  with 
the  objects  aforesaid,  to  avoid  any  devastation,  any  destruction 
of,  or  interference  with  property,  or  any  dis'turliance  of  peaceful 
citizens  in  any  part  of  the  country. 

And  I  hereby  cui'iiMiiid  tln'  p(r-o:JS  compo-ing  the  combina- 
tions aforesaid  to  di^persi-.  and  retire  peaceably  to  their  respective 
alunles,  within  twenty  day>  fmm  tliis  date, 

DeemiuiT  that  the  iirc-ciit  condition  of  public  alTairs  jiresent  an 
'■xtraordinary  occasion.  I  do  hereby,  in  virtue  of  the  power  in  me 
vested  by  the  Constitution,  convene  l)oth  Houses  of  Congress. 
Senators  and  Repre-entaiives  are,  therefore,  summoned  to  as>einble 
ai  tiieir  re>pective  chanilier.s,  at  twelve  o'clock,  noon,  nn  Tluu-sday, 
I  lie  fourth  day  of  July  next,  then  and  there  to  CdU-ider  and  dcter- 
uiine  sueli  me;i^un^>  as,  in  iheir  wi-dnm,  the  puhlic  safety  and 
interest  n\ay  seem  to  demand. 

In  witness  wheriof,  I  have  hereunto  sft  my  hand,  and  caused 
'lie  se;il  of  the  United  States  to  be  atlLved. 

n"ne  at  the  City  of  Wa~liin-tou.  tliis  iliircntii  d;iy  of  .Vpril. 
in  ih- yearof  (uir  Lor  1  ,,iie  :f.>e,-;tiid  ei-iit  liun.hed  and  »^i\ty-Mne. 
.':'!  ti.r  liiM.  p.r.d.  !i:'e  (.f  ih'-  rni'.-d  Sm'c-  tin ci-iitv-tiaii 

i'.V  tile  President  ;  .\l".UAiT\.M    LINCOLN. 

WiM-iANf  11.  Sf.wAKb,  Setietarv  of  S'ate. 
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Simultaneously  with  the  ahove  proclamation,  calls  for 
troops  were  made  upon  the  States — the  (Tovernor  of 
New  York,  P^rhvin  D.  Morgan,  being  requested  to  im- 
mediately furnish  the  quota  designated  for  the  State  of 
Xew  York,  to  wit  :  seventeen  regiments.  On  April 
16th,  the  two  l:)odies  of  the  Legislature,  then  in  session 
at  Albany,  passed  an  Act  "  To  authorize  the  embodpng 
and  equipment  of  a  Volunteer  ]Militia,  and  to  provide 
for  the  public  defence."  This  bill  provide*!  for  the  en- 
rollment of  thirty  thousand  volunteer  militia,  to  serve 
for  two  years,  and  appropriated  three  million  dollars  to 
meet  the  expense.  Governor  Moi'gan  issue<l  a  procla- 
mation on  the  18th,  citing  the  President's  requisition, 
and  calling  for  seventeen  regiments,  to  consist  of  6-41) 
officers  and  12,631  men — forming  an  aggregate  of  13,280; 
the  rendezvous  for  the  State  being  designated  as  New 
York,  Albany  and  Elmira,  with  headquarters  at  Albany. 
Afterwards  (on  April  25th)  the  Governor  issued  his 
proclamation  for  twenty-oue  other  reghiu  iir-;  of  \ol\i)i- 
teers,  which,  with  the  first  seventeen,  made  up  the  comple- 
ment of  vciluiiteers  under  the  State  act  pro\  i<liiig  for 
30.000.  Tlu-^e  lir-^t  thirty-,  ight  regiments  were  the  only 
troops  from  Xcw  York  State  mu>tered  for  tlie  term  of 
two  years. 

Tlie  authority  to  recruit  a  leuiiiunit  had  been  nu'an- 
while  obraini  d  l»y  :li.-  corutnirtee  -^ent  to  Alb:uiy  by  vhe 
National  Zouaves,  and  tlu'  w<jrk  of  cidi^-tnient  bi'^aii  in 
earne-t.  Frank  .1.  W'liite.  .laTUcs  Fairnian.  .loMph  Ncav- 
biirgh,  (norm-  V.  Iloiiju-r  and  .Iame>^  II.  iJrigg^  w  i-re 
re<TU!ti>;'^-  at  the  M.  lor  IfoUsc.  c.iriicr  of  !  I; -M-nic  aii<l 
M.  re.  r  Srr.'H^  :  .Vi.  v;!!.l.  ?•  !).  Kldcr. 'I^liwiu:  >  .1.  Loutlur 
and  Gabrirl  I  uiMinuhaui  open,  d  au  oliice  in  Kast  .-)>tli 
Street,  near   Third   Avemu'.      John   W.   .Mar-hall,  John 


4^. 


ORGANIZATIOX    OF    THE    KKGIMENT. 


2] 


Mivsiiiu  and  Tliomas  Cloudsley  ^vere  at  the  corner  of 
Broadway  and  2:J(1  Street,  and  Salmon  AMnchestcr  was 
in  Brooklyn. 

At  no  timfe  w;is  there  any  difficulty  in. obtaining  nun; 
the  recruits  came  sinirly,  or  in  squads  of  three  or  four  or 
more,  brothers  or  friends,  all  determined  to  enlist,  and 
if  possible  to  go  in  the  same  comjniny  or  regiment.  Each 
company  thus,  to  a  certain  extent,  represented  so  many 
homes  and  firesides  bound  together  by  friendships  of 
years'  standing  an<l  united  in  what  was,  to  all  of  them, 
a  just  and  ludy  cau»e. 

On  the  19th,  the  New  York  Herald  stated  that  a 
.regiment  was  to  be  raised,  of  -u  hich  Capt.  Morgan,  of 
Brooklyn,  was  to  be  Colonel  :  McChesney,  Lieut.- 
Colonei ;  R.  T.  Dodge,  Major,  and  that  150  men  had 
been  enlisted  on  the  night  previous.  On  the  ^Oth  wa>  a 
notice  of  the  para<le  .>f  the  Volunteer  State  Zouaves,  at 
Third  Avenue  and  5Sth  Stre.-t.  Of  this  comj-any  A.  B. 
Klder  was  Captain  :  Thomas  J.  Bouther,  1st  Lieutenant, 
and  Albert  Steinway,  '^d  Livuteuant.  It  became  C'oin- 
jiany  C  when  the  reuiment  was  formed.  On  the  same 
dav.  in  another  column,  it  Avas  stated  that  the  company 
<'f  New  York  Zouaves  had  tendered  their  services  on  the 
j.revioiis  week,  and  that  they  had  l)een  accej'ted  ;  also 
that  two  companies  from  Troy,  MovganV  State  Zouaves 
of  iJvMoklyn,  an.!  the  Nation;il  Zouaves,  making  five 
eompanies  in  all,  wi  re  already  eurolle.].  The  Xew  \  ork 
Zouaves  ha<i  b,-eii  confounded  in  the  report  with  the 
National  Zouav.s.  afterwards  ( 'om}-any  A.  C\a].t.  Mor- 
iran's  State  Z<'uav.  <  -ul'<e«jiu-mly  hecamc  Company  F, 
aiid  'he  Trov  ci.nipa^.ie-  wenv  eventually  enii'lud  in 
«.'-.!np:.ny  i'.. 

Tile  mtiuorable  \sar  meetini:-  of  New  York's  citizens 
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at  Union  Square,  occurred  on  the  r20th.  The  throng  was 
so  immense  that  it  exj)anded  beyond  the  limits  of  a 
single  "monster  meeting,"  and  many  orators  were  speak- 
ing at  the  same. time  from  as  many  stands,  while  the 
houses  in  the  neighborhood  made  a  bewildering  display 
of  red,  white  and  blue  bunting  and  other  patriotic 
decorations.  During  the  day  the  original  company  of 
National  Zouaves  })araded  through  the  streets  adjacent 
to  the  Square,  under  command  of  Frank  J.  White,  and 
was  greeted  everywhere  witli  enthusiasm. 

On  the  22d  was  published  a  notice  of  a  meeting  at 
headquarters  at  the  jVIercer  House,  to  transact  important 
business,  signed  "By  order  of  Lieut. -Col.  McChesney." 
Each  company  now  had  it.>  formation,  and  was  rapidly 
filling  up,  an<l  this  meeting  was  caHe.l  for  the  purpose  of 
electing  company  officers.  The  result  of  the  election 
was  as  follows  : 

Company  A.  Company  E. 

Frank  .1.  White.  Cap'uin.  J.,!i;i  ^[N-in-  Car.'ain. 

Alfred  Chixniberlaiii,  Isl  Li'Uf.  Edirar  F.  Hrown,  Ut.  Lii'ut. 

James  C.  .Jones,  2d  Lieut.  Daniel  Finiry,  -Jd  Lieut. 

Co.MP.VNV   15.  Cu>[l'ANY   F. 

.Fames  Faiiniaii,  Caplain.  S.ilmon  AVinelifstcr,  Ciinain. 

Roi)t.  A.  I)inimi(  k,  Ist  Lieut.  Hufus  F;irii-\vnrlli.  1st  Lieut. 

TIk.s.  CuIIkuu',  -yi  Lirut.  Til..-.  D.  >L>s.Top.  ',\1  Lieut. 

('o.Nri'ANv  ('.  ('<nrr\NV  (i. 

Al.'.v.  15.  Kl'l.  r,  Cai'iiiii.  .losepli  Xcwbur-'ii.  Captain. 

'riios.  .T.  Lou'iier,  l.-t  Lic'it.  Frank  Stutt,  l^r  Lieut. 

Cabriel  Cunnin-hanu  -Jd  Lieut.  Cliarles  Hill.  Od  Lieut. 

COMl'.VNY    ]^.  ('o\ff\.NV    IL 

.b.hn  W.  M:ii-!i:,l!.  C;,!,!  Vim.  tU-nvjrV.  1  !..p|.,  r.  i  npl.-Mii. 

■l'i>"-    »  i-;i. :■;.;.•,  i -r  Lieui  Lu-ene  j'\  i:..:.ri;-,  !m  L^u!. 

.1.  II.  .Miner,  -id  Lieut.  Theodore  11.  Kw-er-.  -Jil  Lieui. 
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Company  I.  Company  K. 

James  H.  Briggs.  Captain.  G.  G.  Richardson,  Captain. 

Thos.  AVikle.s  1st  Lieut.  Alex.  Greenwood,  1st  Lieut. 

George  ^I.  Dewey,  '2d  Lieut.  E.  A.  'Wilcox,  2d  Lieut. 


Subsequently  an  election  for  iield  officers  was  held, 
with  the  following  result  :  ^V.  ^V.  McChesney,  Colonel ; 
Alex.  B.  Elder,  Lieut.-Colouel ;  John  W.  Marshall,  Major. 
Fred  M.  Patrick  was  appointed  Adjutant;  James  Biddle, 
Quartermaster  ;  J.  B.  Chapman,  Asst.  Quartermaster  ; 
Marshall  P.  Shaw,  Commissary  ;  Aaron  Seely,  Pay- 
master ;  J.  Lovejoy,  Asst.  Surgeon,  and  W.  B.  ]\[atchett, 
Chai)lain.  The  positions  of  Asst,  Quartermaster,  Com- 
missary and  Paymastei-  were  allowable  under  the  State 
militia  laws,  but  the  incumbents  were  never  mustered  as 
such  into  the  service  of  the  United  States.  Lovejoy  re- 
ceived no  commission  as  Asst.  Surgeon,  John  W.  Hunt 
and  Frank  ^V.  Doolittle  being  mustered  respectively  as 
Surgeon  niid  Asst.  S!u-l,'coii — their  coiuinissions  -were 
dated  July  4rli,  l^Gl.  Ui»on  tlu'  ck-ction  of  Capt.  El.ler 
as  Lieut. -Colonel,  Tlu.<.  J.  Loutlu'r  was  elected  Caj)- 
tain  of  Company  C,  and  ^V.  L.  ^loncghan  1st  Lieu- 
tenant, in  place  of  Loutlicr.  In  like  manner,  Lieut. 
Cloudsley  succeeded  Caj.t.  :\rar>hall  in  Company  D  : 
^liiier  Ma-  maile  1st  Lieutenant  :  .uid  A'olney  Wriglit, 
■-M   Lieuteii.int. 

It  would  be  in!e  tn  attempt  to  give  all  the  incidents 
attending  the  raising  uf  the  reginieiit.  Fvw  of  the 
orticei's  or  men  had  :i  pr->j,t'r  idea  of  di-eipl'ne,  aU'l, 
previ.ui-  t..  M^r.-iiniii',;-  unifonn.-.  tlie  dre->  wa»  a>  ^aI■ied 
as  ..ne  runid  meet  :it  a  nia-^ked  i.all.  1'lnre  \,-eve  liat- 
•■'lid  caps  u1  all  siia|H'S,  fi-oni  the  .<i.na\e  I'lV.  to  tue 
stately    Iteaver;    coats  of  manv  colors  and    stvles,    aud 
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noii-coniTnissioned  nffieer.s  -with  s]i(>iii'U'i-st!-;i])S,  or  jw'i- 
haps  Avitli  (iiie  cliovron.  Each  iii.lividiial,  howcviM, 
seeraeJ  full  of  ontliusiasm  and  patrlt'tic  puqxjse. 

Until  the  corapaiiios  -wore  nearly  fall,  an<l  tlie  r(^gi- 
mental  organization  completed,  ikj  rf-iraint  was  place<i 
upon  the  rocrnits,  they  l-einu'  free  to  (Mine  and  go  as  tliey 
chose.  Tliis  freedom,  however,  -was  at  .ni  end  as  soon  as 
the  officers  were  elected.  The  eonipai.ios  at  the  Alenx'V 
House  were  then  moved  to  Tammany  Kidl,  now  the  >V// 
buikling,  and  the  survi\ing  memhcrs  <'^^  Companii's  A 
(the  old  National  Zouavesj  und  C  have  i)oth  plea^.-uit  ami 
ludicrous  memories  of  the  great  ball-)oum  in  tliis  hnihl- 
ing,  in  which  their  iir>t  attempts  at  suMierdife  were 
made.  The  entire  reu'iment  was  afterwards  quartered 
at  the  Arsenal,  in  White  ;Street.  Here  ihe  first  regimental 
guard  was  mounted,  and  the  tii-st  regidar  rations  issued 
nu'ler  State  authority.  'J  he  (piarter>  were  contimd  and 
badly  ventilated,  but  the  otlieers  did  ^\hat  they  could  to 
make  the  nnai  comfortabh'.  l^in  "j"  tiu-  !u>arti«'st  I:mm1 
was  ratnpant  at  times,  and  rough  joki--  'Acre  playd  v.pon 
some  of  the  more  (piiet  soldiers,  hut  with  few  e\c(pl  ioii> 
everything  was  taken  in  nse'ooil  parr  ajjd  the  meniiK'rs 
ra]iidly  fi-atei-nized. 

On  A))ril  -iOth  the  State  l^oar.l  u\ 
cepted  the  reLi'iiuent,  aiiil  contirii!'  d 
otlirers.  thi  the  '27tli  (  'ompauio  A  a.-i 
into  the  service  ..f  the  rurlr.l  .state>  :  <r.i  the  oOlli,  ('1.111- 
jianies  C\  I),  E.  F,  (4  a!i>l  II.  ^Nfav  ".'(i.  ( "i>mpany  l,\\ith 
the  tieM  and  -t.air.  :iud  May  7tli.  1  ,.pij<any  K.  The 
uuistering  ollie<'r  n.a-  Cap:.  .M.  Ce---.'.  ei!,  M  li  V.  S.  In- 
fant ry. 

J5y  thi-  tiiiie  l!ie  wlii'le  r.-gin\en!  ii.;M  heen  unifotaned 
in  a  dark  blue  tlannel  costume,  of  the  /.ouave  jjatiern, 
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with  gray  fatigue  caps.  It  was  neat,  and  showed  to  ad- 
vantage, and  the  sokliers  seemed  desirous  to  air  it,  using 
the  liherty  allowed  them  almost  daily  to  visit  all  parts 
of  the  city.  They  Avere  generally  well  treated  by  every- 
body, and  allowed  extra  latitude  for  the  sake  of  the 
cause  in  which  they  had  enlisted.  Sorae  became  patrons 
of  dramatic  art,  visiting  the  theatres  in  squads,  and, 
like  the  apostles  of  old,  taking  no  scrip  for  their 
journey,  deeming  their  uniform  a  sutlicient  pass.  It 
cannot  !)e  atHrmed  that  they  were  ever  malicious,  but 
their  gambols,  like  those  of  ele}>hants,  were  not  always 
harmless.  Col.  ]McChesney  did  his  utmcfst  to  secure  a 
place  for  a  camp  outside  the  city,  and  at  length  received 
permi>sion  to  go  to  Sandy  Hook.  On  3Iay  -ith  he  issued 
orders  for  the  regiment  to  assemble  on  Monday,  May 
Gth,  equi))ped  -sWth  Avhat  it  possessed,  to  go  into  camp. 
On  Sunday  the  Chaplain  held  Divine  service  in  the 
Arsenal.  The  Gth  was  cold  and  rainy,  and  the  de- 
parture was  ]»ostponed  until  the  7tli,  (>u  which  day  the 
men,  glad  entuigh  to  get  away,  were  early  at  the  Arsenal, 
and  line  v.  as  formed.  A  large  cr(»\\d  witnessed  the  de- 
jKirture,  and  lined  the  streets,  greeting  the  regiment 
with  cheers  as  it  ])assed  doun  Broadway  to  the  foot  of 
Wliitehall  Street,  where  the  command  took  steamers  foi' 
Snn.ly  Hook. 

The  i[uartevs  of  the  rt'LTiinent  at  this  place  were  the 
cli^  lab.a'c>'^*  biirracks  and  work  sIumIs.  and  were  tin) 
small  to  acc,.iiuu(;date  tlie  reLrinicnt  comfortably,  besides 
beinu'  unclean:  l>ut  the  situation  \\as  Iiealrhy.  and  the 
Weather,  tluriiiu'  nin>t  ><(  the  time  wr  remained  here,  mlh! 
and  pleasant.      Sea  bailiiie/  pi-(.\ei|  to  lie  bofh  a  ph,'aNui-e 

ail.l   a   ITMlliwIe'-    et'    uo,.,i    diL;-e-f  i.ili,   aild    thc~e   \\ho     WeTe 

dissatisiied  with  the  rather  nionctonous  rations  furni.-hed 
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by  the  eoimnih-ary  d  opart  men  t  eonld  luxuriate  in  epicu- 
ivau  feasts  at  the  neiijhhoriug  liglit-liouse.s  for  a  small 
amount  of  nior.ey.  Altogetlier  the  stay  at  Sandy  Hook 
improved  our  soldiers  in  health  and  spirits,  and  -u'as  an 
instructive  and  valuable  preliminary  experience  to  their 
subsequent  army  life. 

The  sudden  launching  of  me]i,  bred  to  civil  life,  into 
tl'.e  mvstei-ics  <.f  military  science,  necessitated  some  hard 
work  on  th</  part  of  those  officers  Avho  were  compara- 
tively fan:illar  with  the  details  of  army  regulations  and 
Hardee's  tacui-s.  It  was  first  deemed  a  step  of  policy, 
an<l  in  the  int^.j-est  of  good  order,  to  request  the  surren- 
der of  a  great  ]>orti>)nof  thesu}>i»ly  of  revolvers  and  bowie- 
knives  with  whirli  the  members  of  the  regiment  had 
equijtped  themselves,  in  anticipation  of  hand-to-hand 
encounters  ^a  itli  a  bltiod-thirsty  enemy.  Following  this 
it  became  api>aient  that  a  secure  camp-guard  would  be 
neeessarv,  in  ui'der  to  restrain  the  roving  ])ropensities  of 
a  majiirity  oi  the  regiment,  "'.vho  bf.jau  to  abv..ut  them- 
-'•Ives  fi-dui  the  camp  for  hour>^.  Guards  were  stationed 
;it  interval^  sun-<>unding  the  entire  eucamjimeut.  armed 
vvith  anti'iuat.'d  muskets,  wln^Uy  u-cles>.  a>  tircarms.  but 
wliich  serxci  ihi-  ].!irpose'  of  c<pii]>p!n'j  the  men  on  jiost, 
and  of  initi:i;iiig  tin-  guard  vm-]\  day  into  tlu-  intricacies 
mC  tlie  "in.'nu;!!  of  arms."  In  ord-  r  tliat  tlie  .officers  of 
till-  gmxr-l  c'cid  know  at  nigiit  that  .ach  man  was  upon 
\v.<  po^^t,  and  not  ■•iijovinL:"  a  do/.e  in  some  comt'ortahde 
vpo(  near  by.  a  syvtcm  of  caliin'j,-  out  tiie  luimlKT  of  the 
]...s!.  with  the  ad.Ji(i..nal  w  oi-d<,  •' All's  well  ! '"  wa-  put 
inio  opera!i<u!.  an-l  for  a  [rw  niLihts  the  cl•i.■■^  from  the 
^(••.■er;'i  ]M,-.tv.  c.i!M!u..|;.-ii:'4-  wi  No.  1  and  euliiej,-  wirh 
N,..  ;ll,  and  thui  brLvlnniiiLT  ai:ain.  k*  pt  niovi  ,,f 
'he    regiment    vide    awake.      Laughable    incid«'nts   liaj'- 
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pened  sometimes  upon  this  guard  line,  one  of  which 
will  serve  to  prove  the  verdancy  occasionally  shown  by 
some  of  the  men  in  regard  to  military  usages.  The 
2d  Lieutenant  of- Company  I,  acting  as.  Officer  of  the 
Guard,  one  night  approached  a  wide-awake  and  zealous 
sentinel,  who  called  out,  "Halt  !  who  goes  there?''  "A 
friend,'-  answered  the  ottieer.  "Advance,  friend,  and  say 
'Dix,'"  came  from  the  post  in  stentorian  tones.  The 
officer  did  advance,  relieving  the  man,  and  sending  him 
in  charge  of  the  corporal  to  the  guard-house,  where  tlie 
sergeant  instructed  him  for  the  balance  of  the  night  in 
army  regulations,  and  succeeded  in  teaching  him  to  there- 
after demand  the  countersign  without  communicating 
it  at  the  same  instant. 

Extracts  from  the  regulations  were  posted  at  head- 
quarters, reciting  the  res})ective  offences  of  soldiers  which 
might  be  "  punishable  with  death,  or  such  other  penalty 
as  a  court  nuirtial  may  intiict"' — the  word  il<:ath  in  large 
letters  seeming  to  overshadow  the  possiViility  of  auy 
lighter  ]Uinishment  being  their  jx^i-tioii.  However,  ni> 
crime  was  seemiuixly  enmmitted  while  at  Sandy  flo.-ik 
<U'«-<Tviuu-  the  chiet"  penalty,  and  the  nuMubers  f>f  the 
reuitiit'iit  soon  looked  upon  the  po>ted  extracts  as  the 
eiuU'avor  of  C'ol.  ]\K-l  liesuey  to  impress  u|>on  them  that 
tlit'V  weru  in  the  milirai-y  service  of  tla^ir  country,  and 
expcrli'd  to  conducl  f !i.  iii-t-lves  a>  b.-canii-  ^oldirrs. 

Tlie  work  of  drii!  ^omi  bc._.-;i!i,  and  the  several  coni- 
paiiies  Mere  daily  I'lit  lliron'j;li  a  i-igid  rouiiiie  of  com- 
pany inoviMurnt-^.  wliirli  ^\  v\r  >oon  followed  by  Itiittnlioii 
uiaiiiruNiTs.  On  tlit-  !'>ili  the  reginirnr  re^c-ivud  new 
iiiiiforiu-,  ol'  tin-  v;inii'  p;U!f!-n  a-  tlie  oM.  Im;  of  lK-avi<'r 
'•l<''!i.  i  lu-  r.  .'i-.f  lie  ill-'  a  dai'k  l-i-owii.  with  red  i  rinii:iiti'_;-v. 
•Sonn   at'ter  this   i-anif    blankets,   knaii>aek>,   ha\-ersark< 
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an<l  canteens,  followed  by  arms  and  accoutrements. 
Much  dissatisfaction  ^vas  expressed  wlien,  instead  of 
rifles  as  the  regiment  had  expected,  it  received  altered 
Springfield  muskets,  of  the  model  of  184-2,  and  a  serious. 
emeute  was  threatened  in  consequence — our  new  Hedged 
soldiers  being  rather  prone  to  show  discontent  at  com- 
paratively trivial-disappointments.  They  were  at  lengtli 
pacified  by  promises,  and  by  this  time  were  really  Avill- 
ing  to  accept  almost  anything  if  they  could  escape  from 
the  desert  of  sand,  and  get  off  to  the  seat  of  war.* 

At  length,  on  June  1st,  the  long-desired  orders  were 
received  to  prepare  to  leave  Sandy  Hook.  On  the  3d 
the  command  Avas  reviewed  by  Gen.  John  A.  Dix  and 
Col.  Keyes,  of  the  regular  army,  who  expressed  them- 
selves as  greatly  pleased  with  its  appearance  and  equip- 
ment. On  the  4th  the  Tenth  embarked  on  the  steamer 
Jfart/Iand  for  New  York  city,  from  whence  it  was  to 
proceed  by  steamer  to  Fort  Monroe,  Va.  At  the  foot  of 
AVest  21st  Street  landing  was  made,  line  being  then 
formed,  and  the  rrgiment,  preeedeil  by  Dodworth's 
Band,  marched  to  the  residence  of  Judge  White  (father 
of  C'ai>t.  Frank  J.  AVhite,  of  Company  A),  on  Fifth 
Avenue,  near  3")th  Street,  where  a  National  Hag,  the 
gift  of  Mrs.  IMary  Lee  Benson,  was  presented  to  Com- 
pany A  by  Mi>s  Nettie  White,  who  arcompanied  the 
gift  with  the  following  remarks  : 

"Gallant  soldiers:—!  fed  liiulily  liniioicd  in  haviii-  been 
chosen  l>y  the  inUrii.tie  (l(in(M-,  IMrs.  Di'iison,  to  present  yon  with 


•  The  StMtc  Roaril,  May  2  ,ili,  ord-.-rea  thcsuiu  urS5-'-."' t" '^e  ripi.tifJ  tntlcfray 
the  expense  of  prociirini;  the  /oiiave  uniform.  'I'o  .-issiNt  in  the  ori^.^ni^ation  of  ilie 
ro^inicnt,  the  Uni-n  D.-fciKc  li.Mi.nuttce  ...f  Now  Vurk  City  had  e.vpt-.uU-a  the  Mirn 
of  Sii,-  J).04.  •  Tlu:  expcmiituro  )<y  tlic  State,  on  account  (jf  tlie  rt;i;inicMt,  exclu>i\c 
of  sulj^istciiceand  quarters,  up  !■■>  .Au^u-t  15th,  tSoi,  was  $39, 847.7). 


UEPARTUKK    FOR    VIUGINIA.  29 

the  colors  which  you  have  ;?o  nobly  volunteered  to  defend.  I  hope 
that  the  Stars  and  Stripes  will  ever  be  as  fondly  cherished  by  j^ou 
a.s  now.  When  on  the  tield  of  battle,  let  your  watch-word  be 
'  Union;"  but  kt  valor  and  humanity  be  united,  and  in  the  victory 
which  awaits  you  be  ju?t,  but  merciful.  If  at  times  the  cloutls 
>eem  dark,  remember  the  motto,  '^7^  Desperandum' — for  right  is 
niiirht,  and  the  tiair  of  our  Union  will  always  wave.  Be  assured, 
if  you  stand  true  to  God  and  your  country,  lie  will  guide  and  pro- 
tect you.  Hoping  that  j'ou  may  ever  proudly  and  valiantly  sup- 
port it,  I  will  consign  to  your  care  our  '  Star  Spangled  Banner.'  " 


Capt.  White,  on  acceptins:  the  colors,  made  a  suit- 
able response  on  behalf  of  his  company  and  then  pre- 
sented the  ilag  to  the  regiment,  it  being  received  with 
every  demonstration  of  enthusiasm.  The  command  then 
proceeded  to  the  residence  of  Lieut. -Col.  Ehler,  on  ij'2d 
Street  near  Third  Avenue,  where  a  set  of  guidons  were- 
presented  by  his  sisters.  From  there  march  was  taken 
•lown  Third  and  Lexington  Avenues  and  Broadway  to 
the  foot  of  Canal  Street.  Avhere  tlie  regiment  arrived 
late  in  tlie  afternoon. 

The  day  had  been  sultry  and  hot,  and  the  regiment 
might,  and  pn>lnil)ly  Avould  have  been  spared  the  long 
and  tiresome  march,  but  for  the  necessity  of  receiving 
the  coh)rs  and  a  panlunable  desire  to  exhibit  the  pro- 
ticieney  of  drill  the  command  liad  attained.  The  men 
were  in  heavy  marching  order,  their  Iviiai'sacks  tilled 
with  tiie  trumpery  that  every  recruit  j)Uts  in  and 
every  \eteran  throws  out.  On  tin-  march  u]>-to\vii  the 
regiment  madi-  a  hrilliaiit  appearance,  and  created  un- 
boiui.liMl  rnfhu.sia.-m.  The  -ohliers  were  fresli.  full  of 
li!'.'  ari<l  vi'_'-or,  were  proud  of  tlie  -li-pla\-,  and  eauer  t" 
appear  to  tlu-  I).>;  advantage,  and  although  the  long 
niarch   in  the   hot  miii  eventuallv  showed  it>:  effect >.  and 
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caused  the  easy  bearing  and  elasticity  of  step  to  grow 
less  conspicuous,  still  tlie  marching  seemed  to  be  perfect 
as  the  regiment  wheeled  from  14th  Street  into  Broadway, 
each  company  doing  its  best,  and  eliciting  cheer  upon 
cheer  from  the  thojisands  lining  the  broad  avenue. 

Embarkation  upon  the  steamer  State  of  Georgia  was 
commenced  upon  reaching  the  dock,  but  for  certain 
reasons  did  not  proceed  very  quietly  or  i-apidly.  Prom- 
ises had  been  unofficially  made  that  a  furlough  of  some 
hours  would  be  granted  before  starting  for  the  South, 
and  several  of  the  companies  exhibited  unwillingness  to 
go  on  board  unless  the  promises  were  to  be  fulfilled. 
Trouble  at  one  time  seemed  imminent,  but  at  length, 
upon  official  assurance  that  leave  of  absence  for  the 
night  would  be  granted,  the  embarkation  proceeded  in 
order.  One  day's  furlough,  however,  generally  means 
two,  as  the  soldier  commonly  interprets  it  when  his  bonds 
are  not  too  tightly  drawn,  and  as  a  consequence  the  night 
of  tlie  5th  arrived  and  tlie  stea)ner  ^\■as  still  awaiting 
the  return  of  scores  of  truant  memlxTs  of  the  regiment. 
It  was  not  until  noon  of  the  0th  tliat  the  State  of 
Georgiti  steamed  past  the  forts  on  (Governors  Island, 
when  many  of  the  men  of  the  Tenth  took  a  long  fare- 
well look  at  the  reced:ng  tov,-or>  and  steeples  of  tlie 
gr*.-at  city  A\-liicU  tliey  v>ere  fated  never  t<:>  look  U)»in 
again. 

The  vuvage  w.;<;  without  any  rt-inarkabli'  incident, 
•<a\"e  tlir  app.'araiH-e  of  ;i  small  x-hooiiei-  on  the  liori/,i>n, 
which  >cve!a]  dcclarc<l  to  be  a  })riva(ccr  of  the  Confede- 
racy. 'I'lii-.  iiifeii.jcd  .is.  :,  jokt',  wa-  t;']<eM  in  earne<t  by  a 
cei-f.iin  Mtiicev.  \\'n<.  in-i-^te<l  uii'Ui  g.-fing  tlie  h^r^es 
'Iwwn  iii!.>  llie  lioiil,  atui  making  diher  ]>reparations  for 
a  stuliltorn  re^i>tance  with  Muooth-boi-e  niuskets  against 
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tlie  cannon  of  tlie  supposed  privateer.  The  thirty 
liours  trip  was  eventful  in  other  ways  to  most  of  the 
regiment,  for  to  them  it  was  their  tirst  salt-water  voyage 
of  any  consequence,  and  the  qualms  of  sea-sickness  ap- 
parently interfered  with  their  regular  apj»etites.  The 
stereotyped  sea-tricks  were  successfully  played  by  the 
more  hardened  of  the  voyagers  upon  their  weaker  com- 
rades, and  pieces  of  pork  dangling  from  strings  were 
bobbed  before  the  eyes  and  mouths  of  wretched  and 
retching  soldiers,  with  mo^t  ])alpai)le  and  melancholy 
effect.  The  hold  was  a  hot  place  in  which  to  sleep,  the 
upper  decks  being  sought  by  the  great  majority,  and  al- 
though rain  fell  during  tlie  night,  its  discomfort  was 
partly  atoned  for  by  the  fresh  salt  air  which  could  not 
be  enjoyed  below. 

The  State  of  Georgia  arrived  off  Fort  Monroe  late 
in  the  afternoon  of  the  7th,  and  the  next  morning  the 
regiment  disembarked,  being  transported  from  tlie 
steamer  to  Old  Point  Comfort,  on  Avhich  the  Fort  is 
situated,  by  a  small  steamboat.  The  camp  equi}iage 
furnished  by  the  State  of  Xew  York,  coiHi>ting  of  one 
hundred  common,  and  eighteen  wall  tents,  with  other 
paraphernalia,  was  landed  duri?ig  the  day,  and  in  the 
afternoon  the  National  Zouaves  were  directed  to  <-z.o 
into  <-am]>  about  two  milos  fr<-iu  tlie  P'Mnt.  on  the  boi-der 
■-f  a  tuiek  ]>ieoo  of  woods,  and  to  the  right  uf  the  roa«l 
leailing  to  Hampton. 


•      ■  -     PERIOD  II. 

VOLUNTEER    LIFE    AT    CAMP    HAMILTON (tAREISOX    DUTY 

IN    FORT   MONROE. 

In  order  to  present  a  proper  record  of  the  service?  of 
the  National  Zouaves  during  the  Rebellion,  it  will  he 
found  best,  at  times,  to  give  details  of  movements  as 
taken  from  the  daily  journals  kept  by  members  of  the 
regiment,  together  with  occasional  extracts  from  letters 
written  home  by  the  soldiers.  Homely  and  crude  as  such 
extracts  may  seem  when  gathered  into  a  volume  of  this 
kind,  they  still  convey  clearer  and  more  comprehensive 
statements  of  facts  than  could  he  given  in  other  ways, 
for  thev  have  tlie  a<lvantage  of  having  been  written  "'on 
the  spot,"  and  it  cannot  then  be  claimed  that  this  narra- 
tive has  bl•^"Il  ultt\u-t'tlifr  roiii[>iK<l  under  x\\v  iii.ignifyiug 
intluence  of  tlic  time  which  iias  elapsed  since  the  events 
here  recordfd  were  ])rogressiii!2-.  Tliere  are  also  long 
blanks  in  t\\v  ^vv\u-v  of  all  regiments  which  hardly  ad- 
mit of  any  details  ;  weeks  and  months  spent  in  st<(f>(  '/'/o, 
which  need  be  alluded  to  hut  casually,  and  yet  leave  the 
reatler  with  s.uue  perception  of  "'how  time  was  killed."' 
especially  if  he  ha>  liini>t-lf  been  a  soMier.  It  is  the 
aim  of  tiie  writer  of  this  volu;i\e  to  interest,  ami  while 
noticing  the  marches  of  the  reL:'inient  and  its  le>-ser 
movements  in  a  Itrief  manner,  the  nicre  iiupoit.iiit  action 
taken  by  the  roumiand  at  ^al•iou-.  times  \\  ill  be  pictured 
ar  'j.-rcatrr  jciiu-tli.  and  as  \i\iilly  a>  |io>,sil.!r,  t<  >._;ct  her 
with  such  oeea-ioiial  illustration-^  of  a  x.hrn-r's  existence 
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as  may  serve  to  entertain  those  whose  duty  did  not  lead 
them  to  don  a  uniform  in  the  service  of  '"'  Uncle  Sara." 

Camp  Hamilton  was  already  occupied  hy  several  regi- 
ments from  Xew  York  State,  the  tents  of  the  different 
commands  making  altogether  quite  an  imposing  and  an 
eminently  picturesque  aj^pearance.  At  this  time  Hamp- 
ton, and  the  country  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  was 
debatable  ground,  being  visited  by  both  parties,  but 
occupied  permanently  by  neither.  The  bridge  over 
Hampton  Creek  had  been  burned,  and  a  small  earthwork 
thrown  up  on  the  south  or  Union  side — the  pickets  be- 
ing posted  along  the  banks  and  out  on  the  right.  Alarms 
had  been  of  frequent  occurrence,  and  even  while  the 
Tenth  was  receiving  its  equipage,  preparato^-y  to  going 
into  camp,  the  long  roll  was  sounded  from  the  front,  and 
some  of  the  men,  finding  that  they  were  not  to  partici- 
pate in  the  "  trouT)le,''  made  their  Avay  individually  -to- 
wards Hampton — thus  taking  their  first  view  of  the 
village  in  a  x.'ini-cifiieial  manner. 

Camp  was  comjJeted  after  a  work  of  some  hours,  and 
the  regiment  sU-pt  its  first  night's  sleep  on  the  bosom  of 
mother  earth.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  the  officers  of  the 
regiment,  with  a  very  few  exceptions,  knew  little  of  the 
sections  of  '•Army  ]\('-_rulatioiis ''  |>rovi(ling  for  the 
I'VMpiT  encmiipnu'iit  of  a  ri"_;iiiient ;  and  t]n<  laek  ot' know- 
l"<\ico  and  e.\])erii-n.-e,  added  to  the  iiiMillicient  <in:uitity  of 
tents  for  each  conqian}.  ri-iidfred  sleej)  in  most  eases  al- 
nio^^t  im])<»s>il»Ie  under  shelti-r — many  of  tlu'  soldiers  pre- 
ferring more  rootny  quarters  outside  of  the  tents,  with 
h!:i!d<ets  and  e,.:'r>  eiider  and  over  them.  Thi.-,  lir>t 
ii'Lrht  on  ^'il••.i■inia  <oil  wa-s  a  ^ire|>h-s>  owr  t"«>r  i.tlier 
r'l'.x'us,    the    regiment    bein^-    turned    out    three    times 
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and  formed  in  line,  in  consequence  of  alarms  from  the 
front.  Our  camp  -was  considerably  detached  from  those 
of  the  other  regiments,  and  at  the  extreme  front,  and  to 
this  can,  perhaps,  l>e  attributed  some  of  the  nervousness 
which  may  have  caused  these  alarms  on  the  guard  line — 
rousing  the  men  from  their  tents,  and  keeping  them 
under  arms  most  of  the  night.  At  any  rate  orders  Tvere 
received  in  the  morning  (June  9th)  to  go  into  camp  fur- 
ther to  the  rear,  and  during  the  day  the  regiment  struck 
tents  and  marched  back  a  short  distance  to  a  new  camp- 
ing ground,  near  Duryee's  Zouaves  (5th  Xew  Yovk 
Volunteers).  It  was  the  morning  of  the  10th  before  the 
tents  were  all  pitched,  most  of  the  camp  equipage  hav- 
ing been  moved  after  dark. 

Upon  this  day  occurred  the  battle  of  Big  Bethel. 
The  National  Zouaves  were  held  in  reserve,  and  although 
under  arms,  and  near  enough  to  hear  the  cannonading, 
were  not  ordered  to  the  scene  of  action.  At  night,  how- 
ever, the  regiment  marclicd  towards  Hampton  Creek, 
encountering  stragglers  from  the  forces  which  had  been 
engaged  during  tlie  day.  Comjiany  H  was  detailed  to 
assist  in  transporting  sume  of  the  wounded  across  the 
creek  in  batteaux.  Lieut.  John  T.  Greble, of  the  ~.l  U.  S. 
Artillery,  in  command  of  the  section  of  a  battery  wliich 
accompanied  the  troop>^,  liad  Ik'cu  killed  during  the 
action,  and  ('I'liipauv  II,  after  bringing  his  body  across 
from  llampt'>u,  wvvv  ordered  to  accompany  it  to  the 
Fort  as  a  guard  of  li^.tior.  By  the  time  the  regiment  re- 
turne(l    to  it>  caniii,  there  \ver<'  few   hours  IvU  for  >leeii. 

Of  the  t  !•,.,. pv  .nua-ed.  Of  on  tlu.'  \\>\>l  of  ba;tie.  under 
]iri'4-.-(ieii.  I'h'i-ee,  an.l  at.i'roxiii'.atii!--  to  I.* '!':>  men.  Hi 
were  killed,::  I  ,vounde<l  aisd  .")  nii--ing — m<'>i  o(  (lie  lo.-- 
bcin<r  born  Itv  Diirvee's  Zoua\es.    'J"o  this  h-^s  was  adiled 
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;21  killed  and  wounded  by  a  fatal  blunder  made  the  night 
previous,  when  the  7th  New  York  Volunteers  exchanged 
volleys  with  Col.  Townsend's  xVlbany  regiment,  which 
they  mistook  in  the  gloom  for  a  force  of  the  enemy. 

With  the  exception  of  the  fact  that  the  nation  lost 
two  fine  officers,  Maj.  Winthrop,  of  Gen.  Butler's  staff, 
and  Lieut.  Greble,  with  a  score  of  brave  men,  the  affair 
of  Big  Bethel  was  in  reality  trifling  ;  but  it  was  un- 
doubtedly badly  managed  on  our  part,  and,  in  the  expec- 
tant and  excited  state  of  the  public  mind,  produced  a 
degree  of  disappointment  in  the  Xorth  wholly  dispro- 
portioned  to  its  importance. 

On  the  11th  the  regiment  began  sending  out  detach- 
ments from  the  respective  companies  for  jticket  duty, 
and  there  was  much  rivalry  among  the  men  in  attempt- 
ing to  obtain  tlie  then  coveted  chance  for  a  detail  upon 
this  duty.  The  writer  can  recall  his  first  experience  in 
this  line,  and  not  without  a  little  feeling  of  awe.  The 
])roximity  of  the  enemy  was  unknown  to  the  uninitiated 
of  the  rank  and  lile,  and  the  long  hours  which  Avere 
]nissed  in  the  dark  gloomy  M'oods,  the  silrnt  tramp  from 
j'ost  to  post  (the  pickets  seeming  an  unconscionably  long 
<listance  apart),  relicve<l  occasionally  l)y  a  burst  of  whist- 
ling or  singing,  as  some  one  tri('(l  to  luniiitain  a  secminirly 
^■liferful  and  miawt'd  fi-i'iit.  iin]'re»rd  it-<(_'I  t'  iinU'llibly  u)<oii 
:i  mind  as  yet  unused  to  ••  War's  sfi-rn  alarums."'  Stumps 
:\u<\  dwarftMl  trees  assumed  fantastic  sliapL-s  iu  the  dull 
mo<.nlii.dit  and  it  Avas  not  diriicult  to  imagine  groups  of 
soldiers  and  solitary  focman  among  tlic  ti-tcs,  until 
t!!<-  eyes,  growing  f.imiliiir,  ^-raruialix  t  r:iii-!'ormcd  th.'in 
inro  iH'iu'Ii''oring  liiiiock^  ,,r  formlt'-^s  -liriiM.rry.  Tli.' 
ear^.  ^trained  to  catcli  each  •-ound,  lieanl  even  the  leaves 
as    rhev   fell,    an.!    th./    ^irav    hous    which    occa>.ioiialIv 
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rustled  through  the  underbrush  cause«l  moments  of  ter- 
rible anxiety  until  the  unconscious  grunters  were  dis- 
covered. Six  long  liours  of  watching  were  the  portion 
of  the  writer  that  night  and  morning,  for  the  relieving 
guard  made  a  short  cut  {<fr  convenience,  leaving  a  corner 
of  the  line  unrelieved  and  in  a  state  of  expectancy 
whicli  the  neglected  pickets  at  length  decided  themselves 
by  a  reconnoissmn'e  towards  the  guard-house,  and  not 
till  then  was  the  mistake  discovered. 

The  change  of  camp  which  has  been  mentioned  was 
a  favorable  one,  the  new  situation  being  healthy  and 
more  desirable  than  the  old.  It  only  needed  a  little  care 
and  experience  to  make  it  a  comparative  jjaradise.  The 
land  sloped  gently  down  towards  the  beach,  and  could 
erisily  have  been  drained  and  made  smooth  ;  but  little, 
however,  was  understood  of  the  necessity  of  sanitary 
measures,  or  even  the  proper  laying  out  of  the  camj).  and 
the  ground  was,  as  a  general  thing,  left  untouched.  As  a 
result,  the  tlrst  severe  rain  storm,  coming  with  provoking 
obstinacy  at  niuht,  Hooded  more  than  half  the  tents,  and 
made  innumerable  pools  throughout  the  camp.  A  few 
-pades  and  a  few  hours  work  afterwards  remedied  the 
evil  and  saved  the  regiment  from  future  floods,  but  the 
many  ridiculous  situations  of  the  subnierged  occujiants 
of  thf  tents,  and  tlieir  struggles  to  prevent  the  collapse 
of  their  can\as  houses,  were  lun'^  renuinbtM-ed  in  after 
months  by  tin-  MjJdi.rs  of  tlie  Tenth. 

Comjiany  aiiil  liattalion  drills,  with  dn<s  parade^,  were 
n.'U  eunstantly  orcupyinLr  the  time  of  the  regiment,  and 
its  tthcieiiey  was  iuv-i',  a<ing  diily.  Tli-  men  who  had 
i'v.-n  l.ft  behind  in  Nrw  Vork  nioin.d  the  ronun.iud  ..n 
the  1-ith,  bi-inging  with  them  a.  arly  lifty  recruits,  Aviiu 
were  assigned  to  different  comj>anies. 
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Private  Wm.  E.  Rogers,  of  Company  A,  was  acci- 
ilentally  shot  in  camp  on  the  15th,  the  ball  shattering  one 
of  his  arms  ;  and,  on  the  night  of  the  ,16th,  Private 
George  S.  Gillies,  of  Company  H,  was  shot  by  Private 
Thomas  Cronin,  of  the  same  company,  while  both  were  on 
the  picket  line.  Gillies  had  inadvertently  walked  several 
feet  from  his  regular  post,  and  Cronin,  on  the  next  post, 
challenged  him,  and  not  receiving  a  reply  after  several 
repetitions  of  the  challenge,  fired  his  piece,  the  contents 
mortally  wounding  his  comrade.  Gillies  died  on  the  18th. 
and  was  buried  next  day,  his  comrade,  Cronin,  insisting 
on  digging  his  grave.  Xo  blame  could  be  properly 
attached  to  Cronin,  as  he  seemed  to  have  used  all  pro})er 
diligence  and  had  obeyed  orders. 

On  the  22d  Col.  McChesney  left  the  command,  and 
started  for  the  Xorth.  He  resigned  his  commission 
in  consequence  of  the  disc<jvery  that  he  did  not  possess 
the  confidence  of  the  otfieers  of  his  regimtMit.  and  for 
other  causes.  He  diil  not  seem  to  rcLrret  severini;- 
the  ties  which  bound  him  to  his  late  comrades,  neither 
vnn  it  be  said  that  there  was  much  grief  exhibited  on 
their  }>art. 

Within  a  few  days  thereafter  a  vote  was  taken  by 
the  otfieers  of  the  reu-iment,  and  Lii.'Ut.-Col.  Elder  aii<l 
Capt.  Hojtper  were  chuvcu  ves[H'etivel\-  for  the  pi>-iti.Mi> 
"t  colonel  and  lieiiteiiaiit-c'.ldiiel.  These  recommemhi- 
tioiis,  howevrr,  were  not  confirmed  by  Governor.  Mor- 
gan, as  will   hertiiiaft«-r  apjiear. 

Lieut. -Col.  Elder  assumed  (Mjiniiiand  of  the  rou-inient 
aUfr  the  Uepar!iire  r,f  the  eolcra-!.  Ho  was  a  l»lu:f  but 
kiiid-ht-ai-ted  isian,  and  \sas  liked  by  botii  otrh'ers  aiei 
uu-n.  many  i.)f  whom  had  been  acquainted  witii  him  i»e- 
Kue  the  orLTiinixation  of  the  reiriment. 
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The  change  to  regular  army  diet  and  roiigli  camp 
life,  though  almost  certain  to  benefit  the  great  majority 
of  the  regiment  after  a  time,  of  course  had  its  immediate 
effect  in  some  cases  in  a  disagreeable  way,  and  the 
doctor's  quarters  became  a  daily  rendezvous  for  the 
more  unfortunate.  It  was  difficult  for  the  men  ti>  edu- 
cate themselves  immediately  to  regular  and  cleanly 
habits  under  their  change<l  circumstances,  and  the  want 
of  pure  drinking  water  had  some  etfect  upon  the  health 
of  the  regiment.  The  stereotyi»od  [lills  and  powders  of 
the  surgeon  seemed  in  a  fair  way  to  be  exhausted  in  eon- 
sequence  of  the  heavy  drain  made  upon  them. 

On  the  2.3th,  Lieut.  "Wright,  uf  Company  D,  sent  in 
from  the  picket  line  half  a  dozt_-n  "natives,'"  who  were 
taken  to  the  Fort.  HaAvkins'  Zouaves  (0th  Xew  York 
Volunteers)  arrived,  and  were  ordered  to  Xewport  Xews, 
about  six  miles  from  the  Fort,  and  just  at  the  mouth  of 
the  James  River.  On  the  '-^Tth,  tlie  -iOtli  Xew  York  V(^I- 
unteers  arrived,  and  went  into  c;iui[«  ab.-ut  a  mile  fr.au 
the  Tenth;  and  the  next  day  came  C(»l.  Baker's  1st  Cali- 
fornia Regiment.  The  force  now  at  Camp  Hamilton 
amounted  to  several  thousand  iiu-n. 

The  first  regular  mu-ti_r  and  inspi.-ction  took  place  on 
the  3(Uli  of  .rune,  the-  reuinu'nf  being  inspected  by  Lieut. 
Turner,  ot  the  reLT'iiai-  artillery.  C)rder>  ^verv  ai-o  re- 
.eived  by  Lieut. -Col.  KM,-r  to  leave  Caui).  Hamilton  and 
lake  up  <piartei-s  in  Fort  ^fiMiroe,  rtlieving  several  eom- 
pai.ies  of  JMa->aejius,its  Militia  whose  term  of  -ervice 
was  al)i>ut  e\]>iring.  The  next  morning"  tents  were 
struck,  liag-^age  j.aeki-i  in  wau"ii-.  and  the  reu'inu'Ut  was 
siiorrly  an>-r\\  .'.rd-  ou  it>  w.iv  to  t!l..-  Yuvi.  and  iu  a  few 
hours  t-ach  company  bad  been  avvij_.-Tn.,l  to  its  ]...>iti.:.n 
williiii  tile  -jranite  uaiK  of  tlse  huire  fort  1  ilea tiou.     Lieut.- 
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Col.  Justin  A.  Diinmick,  of  tlie  regular  army,  in  command 
of  the  Fort,  orJered  the  riu'nt  wing  into  barracks  and  the 
left  into  Sibley  tents.  This  night  was  the. first  passed  on 
Virginia  soil  when  the  regiment  could  actx:ally  "■  take  its 
clothes  off  to  sleep,"  as  one  of  the  regiment  puts  it  in  his 
diary. 

The  change  to  garrison  life  was  gladly  aceejited  by  all. 
The  experience  of  camp  life,  during  the  month  just 
passed,  had  hardly  been  pleasant,  despite  its  novelty  and 
attendant  excitements.  The  uniforms  furnished  to  the 
regiment  at  Sandy  Hook  had  been  worn  to  an  alarming 
degree  of  dirt  and  raggedness,  and  the  liealtli  of  the 
command  was  not  of  the  best,  while  the  comfortable 
barracks  and  tents  within  the  Fort,  and  the  pros]>ect 
of  being  able  to  draw  clothing,  and  to  eat  well-cooked 
food,  allowed  of  no  comparison  with  the  rough  life  at 
Camp  Hamiltou.  The  (^onnneuceuient  of  garri>on  duty 
was  therefore  AvelcoTtied  as  a  fresh  dejiarture  in  the 
histoiy  of  the  >.'ati(tnal  Zouaves. 

Fort  3Ionr(ie  Avas  lle^igned  V>y  tlie  celebrated  engineer. 
Gen.  Barnard,  in  b^lO.  nn.l  is  l)nilt  upon  tlie  widening- 
end  of  a  narroAv  strip  of  >and  beach,  ^eviral  miles  in 
length  and  in  ^ome  places  but  a  fi'W  rods  in  widtli.  Situ- 
ated on  Ilampt'in  i\wails,  at  ihi-  uidutli  of  Chc<a]ieake 
r.ay.  the  ^\  oj-k  command-^  the  approaches  to  Alavx  land 
aTid  VirLrinia  and  tn  the  A-ariou^  river--  wiiich  e!n|ityint(» 
ti;e  bay.  Fort  Won],  on  rlie  Jxip-lJaps.  intended  to  cross 
tire  with  it.  was  inconipiete  duriiiL;"  the  K.lKilion.  A 
causfwav  m\{]\  a  l)ri']'/e  to\vavds  it^  end  leads  from  Fort 
Monroe  to  tilt-  niaiidand,  tiie  road  rhenc-  i^as-in--  to 
llamitton,  ab..ut  imo  and  >.!i.'-li;df  lniIe^  'ii-tant.  The 
V)ay  between   the   ]ienin>ula  an-i    the  mainhind,  encle.sed 
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between  the  neck  of  sand  and  the  causeway,  %-aries  in 
width  from  one  to  three  miles. 

The  outer  walls,  of  the  Fort  embrace  an  area  of  nearly 
sixty-five  acres,  of  which  twenty-five,  regularly  laid  out 
and  shaded  by  trees,  form  the  parade  ground.  The  work 
is  bastioned,  and  of  an  irregular  heptagon  form;  while 
the  walls,  constructed  of  granite  and  embanked  with 
earth,  ai'e  thirty-five  feet  in  height.  A  broad  and  deep 
moat  surrounds  the  work,  capable  of  being  flooded  to  a 
depth  of  from  eight  to  fifteen  feet.  The  Water  Battery, 
outside  of  the  Foi't  proper,  is  constructed  of  stone,  of 
such  solidity  and  thickness  that  it  was  supposed,  in 
1861,  to  be  proof  against  any  M-eight  of  metal.  The 
armament  of  the  Fort,  as  originally  recorded,  was  much 
modified  in  the  number  of  guns  and  augmented  in  ca- 
libre while  the  Tenth  performed  gnrrison  duty.  The 
regiment  mounted  some  of  the  heaviest  and  most  ap- 
proved guns  then  known  upon  the  ramparts  to  command 
the  water  approaelies.  Heavy  guns  and  murtars  were 
also  placed  in  position  facing  the  artificial  cau-ew  ay  and 
the  strip  of  beach  connecting:  with  the  land  on  tlie  east. 
There  Avere  about  seventy  large  casemates  in  the  Fort, 
bomb  and  shot-proof.  These  were  occupied  as  ofiicers' 
quarters,  the  sutler's  store  and  guard  houses.  Groups  of 
houses,  of  both  brick  and  w<^o<l,  and  a  small  Episcojial 
chapel  formed  quite  a  village  witliiu  the  walls. 

About  six  miles  from  the  Fort  is  Newport  News, 
situated  upon  a  j»oint  of  land  at  the  mouth  of  the  .James 
River.  This  plare  had  been  <>ceu]Med  liy  Gen.  Butler 
May  2Tth,  and  was  now  the  camp  of  several  regiments 
of  New  York  troops. 

The  houses  formerlv  useil  bv  tlie  regulars  as  1)arracks 
were  now  taken  bv  the  Tentli  for  tlie  same  use,  as  also 
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the  buildings  originally  ucoupied  as  ordnance  and  black- 
smith shops.  Gen.  r>.  F.  Butler,  commanding  the  De- 
partment, had  his  beailquurters  within  the  Fort,  and 
exercised  a  personal  suptl•^  ision  over  all  general  matters, 
the  details  of  the  post  being  left  to  Lieut. -Col.  Dimmick. 

"Within  a  few  days  after  the  entry  of  the  Zouaves 
into  the  Fort  a  member  of  the  regiment  makes  the  fol- 
lowing entry  in  his  journal:  "Sunday — Tliis  morning  I 
have  been  on  guard  ripon  the  ramparts  facing  the  sea. 
It  is  a  beautiful  day;  the  sun  shines  gloriously,  and 
everything  is  so  still,  calm  and  beautiful,  one  can  hardly 
believe  that  war  is  u})on  and  around  us.  The  new 
guard  is  bt-iug  mounted  on  the  parade  ground,  and  a  soft 
melody  from  '-11  Tiovntore"  comes  stealing  to  where  I 
am  now  lying,  having  been  relieved  from  post.  From  a 
man-of-war  in  the  Roads  comes  the  sound  of  the  service- 
bell,  and  it  •^eems  like  church-time  in  one  of  our  Xorthern 
villages." 

Besides  the  regril;ir  '"  u;irrlson  guard"  and  "gun-yard 
gUxird,"  it  became  tlie  duty  of  the  regiment  to  suj^ply  a 
daily  picket,  which  was  j.d.-tod  some  distance  uji  the  beach. 
Drills  and  parades  l^ecauic  as  regular  as  clock-work,  ex- 
cept upon  rainy  <hus,  hoUdays  and  Sundays,  and  the 
Zouaves  began  to  a-pi'r.-ciate  the  fact  that  this  soldiering 
business  was  to  be  no  ]ii.'-!iic,  even  thoiigh  they  were  com- 
fortably ensconced  in  good  Inirracks  and  tents,  with  straw 
mattresses  on  Avhici!  i(>  ^!i-.'i_-h  themselves  at  night, 

July  14tli,  C'apt.  White  was  ordered  l)y  Gen.  Butler 
to  take  twenty  men  nnd  <r(>nt  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Back  Kiver,  ten  or  tv.  -  l\-e  miles  di-^tant,  'J'he  men  were 
taken  from  Conij>:iny  A,  ami  startetl  at  midnight.  They 
were  absent  al)uut  three  days,  succeeding  in  getting 
badly  bitten  by  musipiiloes,  and  bringing  in  a  prisoner. 
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a  man  named  riiilli|»>,  \\iio  was  accused  of  signalling' 
across  Hack  Hi\  cr.  '1  ho  nun  luid  considerable  experience 
in  rough  niarcLing  and  bivouacking  without  tents,  in  this 
bit  of  scouting,  but  were  disappointed  in  Laving  reaped 
no  more  fruit  from  their  labor. 

"OhI  Point,"  as  tlie  vicinity  just  outside  of  the  Fort 
was  generally  termcil,  liad  now  the  appearance  of  a  busv 
town.  The  waters  around  were  covered  with  sliipping, 
and  the  docks  filled  with  small  sailing  vessels  and  ligliters 
unloading  stores.  The  old  "  Ilygeia  Hotel,"'  formerly  a 
famous  summer  resort  for  the  i)lanters  from  up  the 
James  River,  m  as  now  occui)ied  by  the  l^ruvost  Guard, 
consisting  of  men  detailed  from  the  Tenth,  and  also  as  a 
post  hospital,  besides  the  various  buildings  used  by  the 
Quartermaster's  and  C'om77iissary's  dei)artment>,  and  the 
Government  foundries  and  work  >hwp^,  many  frame 
buildings  had  been  erectcMl,  which  were  occupied  by 
sutlers,  and  as  dw«*^}ing^  for  the  workmen  emjiloyed  by 
the  Government.  Flanking  these  were  nun\b,r!e^.->  shan- 
ties and  tents  erected  for  the  acconnuodati'.n  of  tlu'  hun- 
dreds of  esca|Hd  slavrs,  who  had  tlot-ked  in  from  the  ad- 
jacent country  in  consequenre  of  the  promulgation  of 
Gen.  liutlrr's  .st^mi-ofileial  jironunciamento  (de>;tined  to 
become  a  lasting  and  national  epigram),  that  sla\  es  W(.  re 
•'contraband  of  war."'  'I'he  liighe>t  juiees  were  a>ked  lu" 
the  sutler>  for  e\eruliin-,  but  tlieii"  .(Uarters  wei-e  gene- 
rally crowded  w  ith  iMiyers.  the  voluntet  r  M«ldiei->  seeming 
.letermiiu'd  to  eat  of  the  best  while  their  m.  .ne_\  la-led. 
'I'he  regulars  wei'e  not  -o  fn-e  with  llu-ir  pav,  and  gene- 
rally coiitri\ed  to  Ii\c  on  what  Fn-'h'  Sam  furni.-hed, 
with  evtra-  purehastd  bv  the  ••cumpanv  fund."' 

A  tire  which  occ-uned  at  irampton,  a  few  da\s  after 
the  regiment  entered  the  l'"ort,  ^ave  the  e\-!ire-laddie>  of 
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the  Zouaves  a  little  diversion.  There  were  no  appliances 
at  hand  to  extinguish  the  flames,  and  when  word  came 
to  the  Fort,  of  the  danger  which  menaced  the  village,  a 
couple  of  ancient  looking  fire  engines  were  resurrected 
from  their  hiding  places,  and  the  ropes  manned  by  Com- 
panies C  and  H,  aided  by  a  numerous  body  of  "runners."' 
They  reached  the  scene  at  Hampton  in  an  incredibly 
short  time,  considering  the  run  of  several  miles  over  a 
road  heavy  with  dust,  and  under  a  burning  sun,  eclipsing 
an^-thing  ever  experienced  by  the  "vets''  of  New  York. 
The  fire  was  extinguished  after  the  destruction  of  a 
dwelling  or  two,  and  the  return  to  the  Fort  was  more 
leisurely  accomplished. 

Later  in  the  year,  a  more  serious  fire  broke  out  in  one 
of  the  dAvellings  outside  of  the  Fort,  and  the  services  of 
the  guard  and  a  detail  from  the  regiment  were  called 
into  requisition  to  stay  the  spi-ead  of  the  destroying  ele- 
ment, which  threatened  a  serious  conflagration,  involving 
the  probable  loss  of  a  great  amount  of  Government 
jtroperty.  The  flames  were  brought  under  control,  and 
confined  to  the  buihling  in  which  they  originated,  the 
structure  being  wholly  destroyed.  An  exhibition  of  un- 
selfish braA'ery  occuiTcd  during  the  progress  oi  this  fire 
which  deserves  es})ecial  mention.  Fred.  Dauenhauer  of 
Company  IE,  the  regimental  butcher,  had  entered  the 
burning  building  ami  rescued  a  child  which  was  nearly 
suffocated  ;  he  then  re-entered  the  house,  going  to  the 
top  to  search  for  a  person  still  sup}»osed  to  be  inside. 
While  thus  engaged,  the  roof  fell  in,  burying  him  beneath 
file  ruins.  lie  was  taken  out  a--  ([uickly  as  pos>ibK'  by 
lii^  comrades,  but  was  found  t<<  be  se^  erely  burned — his 
injuries  incapacitating  him  from  duty  for  some  time. 
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July  24tb. — An  expedition  consisting  of  one  hundred 
men,  thirty  of  whom  were  from  Company  A,  started 
from  the  Fort  at  about  8  a.  m.,  under  the  command  of 
Capt.  "W~hite,  and  marched  about  ten  miles,  oyer  rough 
ground,  to  Back  Riyer — a  not  yery  long,  but  broad 
stream,  emptying  into  the  Chesapeake.  Here  the  steamers 
Fanny  and  Adriatic,  an  armed  steam  launch  from  the 
frigate  Roanoke,  and  several  batteaux  manned  by  men 
of  the  Naval  Brigade  to  ti\ansport  the  infantry,  were 
found  in  readiness  to  go  further  up  the  stream. 

The  object  in  view  was  the  destruction  of  vessels 
which  might  be,  and  probably  had  been,  used  for  illicit 
traffic  between  the  Eastern  Shore  and  the  Peninsula.  On 
the  way  up  the  river,  eight  or  ten  sailing  vessels  were 
burned  and  numerous  smaller  boats,  and  the  expedition 
turned  about  soon  after  nightfall,  running  down  the 
stream  and  continuing  the  work  of  destruction  up 
Harris  Creek,  where  six  schooners  were  destroyed. 

Although  no  armed  resistance  was  encountered,  it  was 
a  day  and  night  of  adventure,  with  some  pretty  hard 
work  sandwiched  in.  The  burning  of  each  vessel  ne- 
cessitated the  landing  of  a  part  or  the  whole  of  the 
force  from  the  tlat])oats,  sometimes  through  mud  and 
water  waist  deep,  the  operation  being  covered  by  the 
guns  of  the  launch,  which  shelled  the  woods  at  inter- 
vals. In  several  instances,  upon  leaving  the  shore,  the 
men  were  compelled  to  wade  through  the  mud,  }>ushing 
the  heavy  batteaux  before  them  until  deeper  water  was 
reached.  While  rowing  down  Harris  Creek  about  2  a.  m.. 
the  bugler  on  tlic  steam  Inimcli  rilltd  the  :iir  M'ith  the 
clear  strains  of  '•  Vankt'*,'  I)o..dIe"  and  <uher  i>afnotif 
airs,  while  the  moon  shone  with  a  brightness  which  lit 
the  broad  river  with  a  weird  daylight,  casting  a  sparkling 
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silvery  sheen  in  the  wake  of  the  little  fleet,  and  giving  a 
romance  to  the  scene  which  probably  was  not  appreciated 
by  the  owners  of  the  vessels  destroyed  under  the  inex- 
orable necessities  of  war. 

Ludicrous  and  amusing  incidents  were  not  wanting 
during  the  night.  Two  or  three  of  the  men, while  pushing 
with  main  strength  to  release  the  grounded  boats,  sud- 
denly found  themselves  clinging  to  the  stern  in  deep 
water,  and  were  hauled  in  amid  the  jeering  of  their 
more  fortunate  companions.  After  the  batteaux  had  been 
taken  in  tow  by  the  steamer,  and  while  Charley  Ludwig> 
of  Company  A,  was  comfortably  ensconced  in  a  snug  cor- 
ner of  the  boat,  composing  himself  for  a  short  nap,  the 
tow  rope  extending  from  one  of  the  steamers  to  the  rear 
batteaux  was  suddenly  drawn  taut  and  swept  across 
Company  A's  boat,  causing  the  men  to  drop  flat,  and  un- 
ceremoniously lifting  Charley  by  his  knapsack  hiijh  in 
the  air  and  depositing  him  in  the  water.  He  was  drawn 
out  with  some  difficulty,  owing  to  the  forward  movement 
of  the  boat  and  the  weight  of  his  accoutrements. 

The  expedition  reached  Fort  Monroe  on  the  morning 
of  the  25th,  after  twenty-four  hours  of  solid  work. 

A  few  days  afterwards  a  scouting  party,  consisting  of 
twenty  men  from  Companies  A  and  11,  again  commanded 
by  Capt.  AVhite,  was  sent  out  from  the  Fort.  The  ful- 
lowdng  extract  from  a  letter,  M-ritten  by  a  private  who 
took  part  in  the  adventure,  gives  an  interesting  descrip- 
tion of  it : 

*•  Night  before  last  we  started  on  a  scout,  a  rumor  being  abroad 
'bat  tbe  Fort  w.i-;  to  In.;  ;iTl:ickcil.  I'wcuiy  men  made  up  the 
«:omplcment,  and  1  niaiMLed  to  be  or.e  of  ihem.  We  started  up 
llic  road  towiudb  Fox  Hill.  This  road  had  been  lieavily  barricaded. 
and,  for  six  or  seven  miles  out,  large  trees  had  been  felled  every 
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few  yards  to  prevent  the  enemy's  cavalry  from  sui-prisiug  our 
pickets.  Having  gone  some  distance  past  the  outside  posts,  vre 
heard  heavy  musketr\'  firing  at  Hampton,  whicli  lay  on  our  left, 
and  soon  after  the  sky  was  bright  with  lire.  T.lie  Rebels  had  come 
in  and  fired  the  town,  under  cover  of  a  heavy  musketry  fire 
directed  at  our  troops  on  this  side  of  the  creek.  Xow  nothing  is 
left  but  bare  and  scorched  walls.*  "We  struck  off  through  the 
woods  towards  the  village,  and.  after  marching  all  night,  and  skirt- 
ing the  creek,  came  up  at  daylight  to  the  crossroads  back  of  the 
town.  Here  we  threw  out  scouts,  and  searched  several  deserted 
houses,  where  the  Rebels  had  picketed  a  few  hours  earlier.  We 
remained  here  all  day,  learning  that  the  ■'  Secesh"  were  encamped, 
two  thousand  strong,  two  miles  from  the  cross-roads  where  we 
were  lying.  Their  videttes  were  posted  half  a  mile  from  us.  One 
of  our  party,  Charley  Young,+  was  sent  early  in  the  morning  to 
report  discoveries  and  obtain  further  orders  from  the  Fort.  He 
returned  at  evening  with  directions  from  Gen.  Butler  to  return 
immediately  and  risk  no  further  danger.  We  reached  the  Fort 
next  morning,  footsore  and  hungry." 


These  movemenks  of  the  Rebel  fm-ces  on  the  York- 
town  Peninsula,  and  rumors  of  intended  advances  upon 
our  jtositions,  were  prevalent  during  the  summer,  and 
afforded  a  little  excitement  to  the  troops  in  the  vieinity 
of  the  Fort  that  was  acceptable  enough  as  a  variation 
to  the  monotony  which  was  inseparable  from  oamj)  and 
garrison  duty. 

On  July  oOtli  a  larger  and  more  impr.rtant  exjiedition 
than  had  yet  been  organized  from  Fort  ^loiu-oe  started 
from  the  })ost  by  water.     It  consisted  of  Companies  A, 

♦  Greeley's  ".•American  Conflict,"  Vol.  I.,  p.  539:  "This  vilLige  was  burnt 
.\ii,^.  .^!h  !iv  ^^a.;nl<'.l.•r■^  cnlcr,  :h.it  it  ini^ht  nu  loi:v;er  .-itiird  shelter  to  our  troops. 
.\n  .-itteir.iit  u-.is  .it  fu>t  m:\<\f  to  iittriKute  this  <lf;v.ist:ition  to  the  Unionists." 

+  Private  Voiinj;,  of  Company  A,  nienti oncd  here,  was  afierw  .iriis  transferred 
to  tiie  lit  N'vv.-  Vork  .^^Junte^.i  Kitlcs.  aud  fell  in  a  skirmish  on  tlie  Blaclcwater  in 
the  following  year. 
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C  and  F  of  the  National  Zouaves,  under  Captains  "White, 
Louther  and  Winchester,  a  detachment  of  the  Naval 
Brigade  and  a  body  of  sailors,  with  an  armed  transport, 
a  small  gunboat,  a  frigate's  steam  launch,  and  two  flat- 
boats  or  batteaux,  one  armed  with  a  howitzer.  The 
whole  was  under  command  of  Capt.  Crosby,  Officer  of 
the  Port — Capt.  Winchester  commanding  the  infantry. 

Leaving  the  Fort  in  the  morning,  route  was  taken  up 
Chesapeake  Bay  to  the  Pocomoke  River,  on  the  Eastern 
Shore,  near  the  boundary  line  between  Maryland  and  Vir- 
ginia. The  fleet  lay  at  anchor  over  night,  and  the  next 
morning  Companies  A  and  C,  in  the  two  batteaux,  roMed 
up  the  Pocomoke,  lan<ling  at  Fletcher's  wharf,  and  firing 
a  large  vessel.  They  succeeded  also  in  dispersing  a 
newly-formed  company  of  Confederates,  capturing  a 
lieutenant's  uniform  and  a  musket.  Several  boxes  re- 
cently emptied  of  firearms  and  uniforms,  were  found  in 
a  barn — some  of  the  boxes  being  marked  as  coming  from 
a  Philadelphia  firm.  An  order  assembling  the  company 
was  also  discovered,  with  some  military  books  and  papers. 
A  store  was  visited,  and  some  of  our  boys  levied  on  the 
stock  of  eggs  and  gingerbread,  for  which,  however,  they 
were  compelled  by  Capt.  Crosby  to  reimburse  the  store- 
keei>er,  much  to  their  disgust. 

Capt.  Louther's  Company  (C)  was  now  placed  on 
guard  at  a  Ijridge  or  Avharf,  and  Captain  White  deployed 
several  files  of  Company  A  as  skirmisliers,  while  Lieut. 
Ryan  of  the  Naval  Brigade  supported  with  a  few  men. 
Tlii^i  was  hardly  <l(>ne  when  rifles  began  to  crack  from 
adjaciiit  wood.^,  atid  .-ovoral  of  Coinpanv  A  ininicdiately 
>■« -^poii.li'd.  A  iiwi'ticii  ol  llu'  C  Miiipaiiy  \v;i<  m;U\tn'd 
i'-rward.  and  \''<v  :i  t'rw  itiinu(<'>  it  sceiin-d  as  tliough  a 
severe  engagenu'iit  would  en^iie.     The  neighborhoi->d  had 
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evidently  been  aroused  and  rallied,  with  the  intention  of 
resisting  any  further  operations  of  our  small  force.  The 
advance  of  Company  A  and  Lieut.  Ryan's  squad,  how- 
ever, with  the  volleys  now  tired  by  them,  ended  all  ag- 
gressive movements  of  the  Rebels,  and  our  men  were 
pursuing  them,  when  orders  came  from  Capt.  Crosby  to 
retire  immediately  to  the  boats.  None  of  our  force  had 
been  killed  or  wounded. 

Scarcely  had  the  force  re-embarked  on  the  batteaux, 
and  started  for  the  anchored  gunboats,  than  a  shot  was 
fired  from  the  woods.  A  reply  was  sent  back  in  the 
shape  of  a  shell  from  the  howitzer,  and  then  another, 
which  set  lire  to  a  large  white  house,  and  seemed  to 
silence  everything  for  the  time.  On  the  passage  down 
the  creek  or  river,  a  number  of  men  were  seen  running 
across  the  fields,  in  the  hope,  perhaps,  of  cutting  off  the 
detachment.  Apparently,  however,  they  had  a  whole- 
some dread  of  the  howitzer,  and  kept  at  a  safe  distance. 

The  expedition  now  left  the  anchorage,  and  steamed 
southerly  along  the  shore,  stopping  several  times  at  dif- 
ferent inlets  to  destroy  suspicious  vessels.  On  the  fol- 
loAving  morning  the  tieet  started  for  Cherrystone  Inlet, 
and  here  were  evident  indications  of  a  hastily-constructed 
eartlnvork  on  the  beach.  Soon  after  coming  to  anchor 
off  the  iiili't,  the  soldiers  remaining  upon  the  boats — find- 
ing the  water  very  shallow  in  r)laces  and  the  bottom 
tliickly  covered  with  shell-tish  of  dift'erent  kinds — waded 
into  tlie  warn\  and  pleasant  water  and  were  soon  hard  at 
Avork  gathering  the  clams  and  oysters.  The  rations  fur- 
nished tlie  ex])editi<'n  had  been  damnged  and  ran  short , 
(three  .lav  s  ha\  ing  imw  elapsed  since  starting)  and  the 
huiiL;ry  soldiers  were'  elated  at  the  opportunity  uf  satisfy- 
ing their  vigorous  ap])etites  without  paying  exorbitant 
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prices  to  the  stewards  of  the  vessels  for  coffee  and 
tough  cakes,  as  some  of  them  had  done. 

In  a  short  time  an  attempt  was  made  by  the  trans- 
port Fanny  Cadwcillader  to  move,  when  it  was  discovered 
that  she  was  fast  agi'ound.  The  men  were  immediately 
ordered  aboard,  and  efforts  were  again  made  to  move 
the  vessel,  but  in  vain.  Company  C  was  ordered  to 
the  launch  and  batteaux,  and  they  took  a  good  position 
near  the  shore — the  rilied  gun  and  howitzer  of  the  boats 
being  brought  into  action.  Unmistakable  signs  of  ac- 
tivity had  for  some  time  been  observed  on  shore, 
and  a  sharp  fire  had  suddenly  been  opened  on  the  trans- 
port, whose  freight  of  men  were  now  busily  engaged  in 
lightening  the  vessel  by  throwing  over  coal  and  nsing 
other  means  towards  moving  her,  assisted  by  the  efforts 
of  the  tugboat  FajDiy.  Bullets  whistled  over  the  deck 
and  struck  the  smokestack,  and  round  shot  came  skip- 
ping along  as  she  gradually  glided  into  deeper  water,  and 
the  men  sprang  to  their  arms  agnin. 

In  a  very  short  time  the  shore  battery  was  silenced 
and  deserted,  and  the  expedition  again  steamed  off 
towards  Fort  Monroe,  having  exceeded  its  orders  as  re- 
gards time.  Old  Pohit  Comfort  was  safely  reached  by 
the  hungrs'  and  fatigued,  but  enthusiastic  battalion  of 
soldiers  and  sailors,  after  an  ab<;ence  of  tlifee  days.  The 
operations  had  been  attended  by  no  loss  of  life  on  the 
part  of  the  expedition,  and  im])ortant  results  liad  been 
attained,  including  the  destruction  of  nearly  forty  vt'ssels 
of  all  kinds  which  were  suspected  of  smuggling  arras 
and  military  -tores  into  tlu'  bJcbrl  Stato<. 

The  M-arm  v,-('athtr.  >'onst;tnt  drill>,  aiui  ratlior  niono- 
t<.'ni>us  everyday  work  of  tiii-ir  garrison  duty,  seemed 
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to  tell  on  some  of  the  restless  spirits  of  the  regiment, 
and  deep  growls  began  to  be  heard  before  two  months 
had  been  passed  in  the  Fort.  The  M'ant  of  clothing  was 
a  fruitful  cause  for  grumbling.  Zouave  uniforms  of  a 
new  style  and  color  had  been  promised  and  were  ex- 
pected ;  but  meanwhile  the  clothing  brought  from  Xew 
York,  now  tattered  and  worn,  grew  daily  more  ragged 
and  dirty,  where  it  had  not  actually  dropped  off  from 
sheer  inability  to  hold  together.  At  least  one  half  of 
each  company  was  incapacitated  from  duty  on  account 
of  the  now  stale  excuse,  "  no  uniform,"  and  it  became  a 
matter  of  necessity  to  wait  no  longer  for  that  which 
might  never  come.  x\.ccordingly  a  fatigue  uniform,  of 
blue  blouse  and  trousers,  similar  to  that  of  otlier  regiments, 
was  now  talked  about,  and  requisition  made  for  the 
necessary  quantity.  In  advance,  however,  came  under- 
shirts, drawers  and  socks,  which  were  acceptable  enough 
—the  supply  of  such  essentials  brought  from  the  Xorth 
by  the  soldiers  having  generally  grown  beautifully  less 
by  degrees,  as  the  desire  to  wash  one's  own  clothing  lost 
its  charm  and  washerwomen  were  sought  after.  These 
individuals  were  sometimes  scarce,  and  often  addicted  to 
appropriating  and  losing  garments  entrusted  to  them. 

Upon  a  hot  afternoon  in  the  first  part  of  August  it 
was  "olficially"  expected  that  every  man  capable  of 
turning  out  on  parade  would  show  himself,  and  as  Com- 
pany A  had  of  late  atteiuled  parade  with  slim  ranks,  on 
account  of  the  number  of  its  ununifornunl  members,  it  was 
suggested  by  some  one  that  the  company  should  appear 
in  tlie  new  and  clean  white  shirts  and  drawers.  1st  Script. 
Oscar  F.  Angt-Il*  entered  with    boyish   ardor   into  the 

Aftenv.-rds  killed,  while  in  command  of  the  regiment,  at  Spo:t.>ylvunia  Court 
Hous«,  May  loth,  1064. 
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scheme,  and  with  his  sergeant's  sash,  belt  and  sword 
ratlier  too  clearly  defined  against  the  ground  of  white, 
Angell  led  a  full  company  attired  in  white  under-cloth- 
ing across  the  broad  parade,  towards  the  line  of  the  regi- 
ment already  nearly  formed.  When  half  of  the  distance 
ha«i  been  covered,  a  loud  and  peremptory  order  from  Capt. 
White — to  halt — reached  the  ears  of  tlie  company,  and  a 
retrograde  movement  was  ordered  to  the  barracks. 
The  parade  took  place  that  afternoon  with  nine  compa- 
nies, instead  of  ten.  Sergt.  Angell  was  reprimanded  by 
his  superiors,  but  felt  satisfied  with  the  little  break  in 
tlie  dullness,  and  Company  A  always  imagined  that 
tlie  affair  materially  assisted  in  hurrying  u]>  the  issue  of 
the  fatigue  uniforms,  which  took  place  shortly  thereafter. 

Tuesday,  September  3d. — An  escaped  slave  arrived 
this  morning  from  the  Rappahannock  River,  some  forty 
mik's  from  Old  Point.  He  had  started  at  night,  and 
was  discovered  by  liis  master,  and  chased  and  fired  at 
by  several  men.  At  one  time  he  was  lost  in  the  fog, 
"But,"  said  he,  "I  put  my  trust  in  de  Lord,  an'  he  hab 
mercy  on  de  poo'  nigger,  an'  steer  my  helm  straight  for 
01c  I*oint."  lie  gave  a  very  amusing  account  of  the 
journey,  which  had  lasted  a  night  and  a  day,  his  adven- 
turous voyage  l>eing  made  in  a  sailboat,  or  "cooner," 
as  the  fishermen  call  them  here.  Company  H  has  hired 
hini  as  cook. 

Tlie  therapeutic  value  of  salt  water  bathing  ap})eared 
to  bo  as  fully  appreciated  by  the  men  here  as  at  Sandy 
Hook.  Each  afternoon  during  the  summer  details  from 
the  several  companies  marched  to  tlni  ]>each  and  wrnt 
into  the  Mater  in  quick  time,  taking  the  plunge  hi  jixr^'s 
xnd'ralihxs.  The  exhilarating  effects  of  this  bathing, 
iipon  a  beach  celebrated  throughout  Virginia,  was  liighlv 
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beneficial,  and,  aside  from  the  pleasure  derived,  it  is  safe 
to  ascribe  to  this  daily  ])ractice  the  excellent  general 
health  of  the  regiment,  -u-hich  enabled  it  to  undergo  the 
cam})aigning  of  18G2  with  a  much  smaller  percentage  of 
disease  than  prevailed  in  most  other  commands. 

The  various  company  cook-houses  of  the  regiment 
Avere  supplied  with  utensils  of  sufficient  capacity  to  fur- 
nish liuge  (juantities  of  fried  beefsteak,  soup,  boiled 
fresh  and  salt  beef,  vegetables  and  coffee,  and  the  fare 
was  plentiful  and  good,  if  the  manner  of  cooking  and 
dishing  u}>  was  not  very  inviting.  "  Soft  bread "  was 
issued  daily,  with  the  privilege  of  buying  delicacies 
of  all  kinds  outside  of  the  Fort,  so  long  as  money  lasted. 
The  regiment  improved  greatly  in  health  while  in  garri- 
son— the  invigorating  air  uf  the  locality  proving  a  tonic 
that  filled  our  soldiers  with  vigorous  life  and  spirit. 

Ca'sar,  an  ancient  Avhite-headed  darkey,  was  em- 
ployed by  Com})any  A  as  cook  for  several  months. 
Formerly  a  ^^lave  of  Col.  Jones,  whosi?  farm  was  about 
a  mile  l)eyond  Hampton,  he  had  escaiied  with  his  family 
in  June,  coming  into  Gen.  Butler's  lines.  Jones,  who 
was  now  in  the  Confederate  service,  had  been  possessed 
of  fifteen  slaves,  ten  of  whom  he  had  hired  to  the  Govern- 
ment before  the  war  to  work  on  the  Rip-ltaj)s.  Chris. 
Farrell,  of  Conijiany  A,  succeeded  old  Cu'sar  in  tiie  culi- 
nary business,  assist <■(!  part  of  tiic  time  by  Bob  Coffin. 
Bob  was  an  od<l  genii;*,  boiling  oAer  with  rough  spirits, 
and  was  a  general  favorite.  His  grutf  voice,  that  seemed 
to  come  from  his  boots,  summoned  the  company  three 
tiiiii-;  daily  to  fall  in  (w  !-:ition^,  <>v,  as  he  railuT  indeli- 
cately piiraseil  it,  "  swill,"  and  his  ptriiliar  norilieatiou 
became  a  familiar  and  anxiously  awaited  ejdsode.'^' 

*  CofSn  was  aftcruarus  woui.dcJ  at  the  second  battle  of  Hull  Run. 
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This  moile  of  company  cooking  changed  after  our 
field  campaigning  commenced.  At  first  detailed  cooks 
continued  to  do  the  work  so  long  as  the  wagons  accom- 
panied the  regiment,  and  carried  the  pots  and  kettles  ; 
but  dependence  upon  the  cooks  was  often  followed  by 
empty  stomachs  (the  chances  of  the  wagons  being  on 
hand  when  wanted  growing  very  precarious),  and  the 
men  gradually  adopted  the  safer  method  of  carrying 
their  o\Yn  quart  or  pint  cups,  in  which  they  boiled  coifee, 
and  cooked  ''scouse"  and  many  other  ingenious  com- 
pounds of  which  hard  tack  was  the  principal  ingredient. 
A  frying  pan  was  sometimes  owned  jointly  by  three  or 
four,  being  carried  by  each  in  turn. 

On  September  9th,  Col.  John  E.  Bendix,  who  had 
arrived  a  day  or  two  previous,  took  formal  command 
of  the  Tenth.  He  was  originally  in  command  of  the 
7th  Xew  York  Volunteers  (Steuben  Rifles),  from  which 
regiment  he  had  resigned,  and  had  been  commissioned 
by  the  Governor  to  succeed  Col.  JNIcChesney.  Of  a  fine 
soldierly  ap[iearanci',  he  at  once  produced  a  favorable 
impression  upon  both  officers  and  men,  and  it  was  not 
long  before  he  proved  himself  thoroughly  proficient  in 
military  man^ieuvres,  introducing  also  several  innovations 
in  the  daily  routine  of  regimental  duty.  Unmistakably, 
however,  the  choice  for  commanding  officer,  if  it  had 
been  left  to  the  men  of  the  regiment,  would  have  been 
Lieut.-Col,  Elder — who  had  already  l)een  selected  by 
his  fellow  ollicers.  lie  had  earned  the  position,  and  was 
entitled  to  it  by  the  rigiit  of  promotion.  He  had  re- 
ceived an  order  to  proceed  to  Xew  York  upon  recruiting 
service  (a  welcoiur  or-lcr,  priii:ip>,  un.kT  tlic  ciicuni- 
stances),  and  on  ihe  lUh  left  the  Fort,  establishing  a 
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rendezvous  upon  his  arrival  in  the  city.*  With  the  as- 
sistance of  a  regimental  detail,  recruiting  was  briskly 
commenced,  and  men  of  a  superior  class  were,  within 
a  few  days,  being  forwarded  to  the  regiment.  These 
recruits  were  mustered  into  the  service  for  three  years 
"unless  sooner  discharged:"  but  a  majority  of  thera  en- 
listed with  the  idea  that  they  would  be  mustered  out 
with  the  regiment  in  1SG3,  and  this  understanding 
subsequently  caused  considerable  trouble. 

On  September  14th  Comj^any  H  took  its  first  lesson 
in  the  skirmish  drill.  Col.  Bendix  personally  instructing 
otficers  and  men.  This  was  the  inauguration  of  these 
drills,  and  the  regiment  subsequently  became  proficient 
in  such  manoDuvres.  On  this  same  day  (14th)  a  number 
of  prominent  citizens  of  Maryland,  who  had  been  ar- 
rested by  order  of  Gen.  ]McClellan,  and  among  whom 
were  the  Mayor  of  Baltimore  and  several  members  of  the 
State  Legislature,  arrived  by  the  Baltimore  boat,  under 
strong  guard.  They  were  immediately  confined  in  the 
bomb-proof  casemates,  and  guards  placed  over  them. 

Maj.-Gen.  John  E.  AVool  had  before  this  succeeded 
Gen.  Butler  in  command  of  the  Department,  with  head- 
quarters still  at  Fort  Monroe.  He  was  immensely  liked 
by  the  Zouaves,  and  seemed  to  liave  taken  a  decided 
fancy  to  them  from  the  time  of  his  assuming  command. 
His  liking  for  the  regiment  pioved  to  lie  j'crmanont,  and 
until  its  departure  from  tlic  Fort  for  otlior  fields  of  duty 
he  was  wont  to  speak  of  the  Tenth  as  *' ]My  l)oys  "  or 
"My  New  York  boys." 

*  The  rei,'iinoiit  li.iJ  materially  '.iccrcA- -.-d  in  st!ei:i;th  «inc.-  its  niij>ter  int'->  the 
service.  No:  a  tew  mon  h.iJ  (!i.<cr:'.:.l  at  S.uuly  Hook  to  ji-n  other  ro^imcnt.-, 
while  C'lhers  h.ui  deserted  after  reaohiii^  Virginia  ;  there  h;iil  -.lUo  Leen  c  ii^idcr- 
.ible  liTss  ff.ni  deaths  in  hospital  and  the  discharge  for  "  disability"  of  men  who 
were  physically  unable  to  endure  the  hardships  of  a  soldier's  life. 
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The  veteran  comman(Ter  was  not  long  in  showing 
that  he  took  an  interest  in  the  smaller  details  of  military 
iliseipline  at  the  post.  Oftentimes,  at  reveille,  attended 
by  an  orderly,  he  would  start  out,  either  for  a  "constitu- 
tional," or  to  observe  how  affairs  progressed  at  that  early 
hour.  Now  reveille  sounded  altogether  too  soon  in 
the  morning  to  suit  many  in  the  regiment — notably  some 
of  those  whose  companies  occupied  the  Sibley  tents — 
and  it  was  the  custom  of  some  of  these  lazy  ones  to  turn 
out  and  answer  roll  call,  and  then  crawl  in  under  the 
blankets  and  snore  for  an  additional  hour  or  so.  One 
dark  morning,  after  the  roll  had  been  called,  some  one 
juilled  at  the  Hap  of  one  of  the  tents  of  Company  I,  and 
shouted  to  the  sleepers  inside  to  turn  out.  The  man 
nearest  the  door  aimed  a  vigorous  kick  at  the  intruder, 
at  the  same  time  telling  him  to  "Leave  that  flap  alone." 
A  pull  was  now  given  at  the  blanket  of  the  irate  lag- 
gard, who  bounced  up  and  rushed  for  the  door,  to  see 
the  familiar  figure  of  Gen.  Wool  standing  at  the  en- 
trance, in  his  close-buttoned  frock  coat  and  rusty  black 
hat,  with  an  orderly  close  behind.  Company  I  droi)ped 
his  raised  foot,  and  stammered  an  apology,  receiving  a 
<iuiet  admonition  from  the  general  not  to  return  to  bed 
after  reveille  in  the  future.  The  incident  had  a  percep- 
tible effect  on  tlie  entire  regiment — the  othcers  being 
y<articular  thereafter  to  see  that  no  extra  morning  naps 
were  taken  in  their  respective  companies. 

The  writer,  while  a  serfjeant,  was  detailed  for  some 
time  as  personal  orderlv  to  Glii.  "Wool,  and  thus  had  a 
'■'"nparativelv  near  acquaintance  witli  tlie  veteran  of 
ttiPf.' Mars.  ""I'lir  t>ld  soldier  was  riijid  in  his  adherence 
;"  army  regulations,  Avhich  were  seemingly  his  alpha 
and  t)nie2:a,  and    he  exhibited  in  a  marked  degree  the 
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pride  in  his  profession  which  notably  chmg  to  sohliers 
of  the  old  school.  It  was  dithcult  for  the  young  volun- 
teers of  1861  to  grasp  the  stiif  discipline  of  the  days  of 
pipe-clay  and  leathern  neck-stocks  ;  hut,  if  the  general's 
ideas  savored  somewliat  of  a  date  long  passed,  and  caused 
him  to  exact  adherence  to — wliat  seemed  to  us — woru-out 
theories,  it  was  the  result  of  generations  of  unrelenting 
straight-jacket  discipline  in  the  service  of  his  country, 
and,  after  all,  he  relaxed  towards  us  very  often,  and 
made  many  allowances  for  slips  wliich  evidently  warred 
with  his  interpretation  of  regulations.  Upon  one  occa- 
sion, in  the  spring  of  186:2,  when  furloughs  were  being 
plentifully  granted  in  the  regiment,  the  writer,  Avhile 
still  at  headquarters,  presented  his  application  to  the 
general,  already  signed  by  Col,  Bendix.  The  answer  was: 
"Xo;  you  say  you  have  no  especial  reason  to  go  home. 
Why,  I  was  sometimes  away  from  my  home  for  years 
Avithout  a  furlough."'  '•  AVell,''  was  the  reply,  '*  you  were 
a  regular,  and  I  ama  vohmteer.""  The  old  soldier  smiled, 
and  said,  "Well,  we  can't  spare  you  now,"  and  that 
ended  our  aspirations  of  getting  away  at  that  time. 

The  slim  bent  form  of  the  general  became  a  familiar 
figure  upon  the  raiuj-arts  of  the  Fort,  where  he  would  be 
seen  early  in  the  morning  or  at  sunset,  witli  tight-titting 
frock-coat  and  either  a  well-worn  silk  hat  or  a  glazed  cap 
of  the  shape  rememliered  by  ^lexicau  veterans.  The 
sentinels  grew  exceedingly  alert  on  the  ajiproach  of  his 
accustomed  hours  for  ijratKl  roionh. 

The  armament  of  the  Fort  wa^  o'ntinually  beiirj  in- 
creast'd,  as  regar-ls  the  e:ilil>re  of  tli<'  guns,  ami  th>><e  of 
the  lai-^e.-t  -i/.e  uihI  lU"-!  .ij-|>rt)\ ni  inodd  were  rapidly 
taking  the  ]»lace  of  the  ini>re  antii[uated  pieets.  Of  tliis 
work  the  Tenth  was  doiuix  the  lion's  share — the  two  or 
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three  companies  of  regulars  still  reiuaining  attending  to 
little  else  than  drill.  In  addition  the  Zouaves  were  being 
rapidly  educated  in  heavy  artillery  drill.  The  regiment 
seemed  to  take  to  tlii?  now  branch  of  the  service  with 
alacrity,  and  the  readiness  of  the  ^^oldicrsto  learn,  joined 
to  the  apt  discharge  of  the  other  duties  devolving  upon 
them  as  garrison  troops,  won  the  encomiums  of  the  post 
commandant,  Col.  Dinnniek,  and  the  other  regular  of- 
ficers at  the  Fort.  The  very  strict  minutia  of  guard  and 
picket  duty,  which  we  were  compelled  to  observe  under 
the  eyes  of  "West  Pointers,  had  its  natural  effect  in  in- 
creasing the  etiiciency  of  l)Oth  othcers  and  men. 

An  incident  hapi)ened,  at  one  time,  which  made  con- 
siderable impression  u^m.^i  the  garrison  of  the  Fort.  On 
a  dark,  raw  night,  the  sentinel  at  the  main  gate  sa^v 
s<jme  one  clad  in  Avhite.  rapidly  crossing  the  draw-bridge 
which  spanned  the  moat.  He  challenged  the  figure  as  it 
drew  near,  but  without  receiving  an  answer,  and  the  a[)- 
parition  flitted  by  a>  though  upon  the  wings  of  thewiiul, 
leaving  the  soldier  aimo>t  voiceless  from  the  ajipre- 
bension  that  he  had  seen  a  veritable  ghost.  The  officer 
of  the  guard  was  soon  aroused  and  a  search  was  made, 
but  nothing  was  discovereil,  and  the  surjirised  guardian 
at  the  gate  settled  down  into  tiie  conviction  that  some- 
thing sujiernatural  liad  passed  his  post.  Early  next 
morning,  however,  the  mystery  wa-  solved :  a  poor. 
^hivering,  einaciateil  man,  clad  oidy  in  a  night-^hirt,  was 
found  crouchinLT  under  one  of  the  barlntte  gun-carriages. 
He  was  a  memher  oi  one  of  the  reginunfs  at  Camp 
Hamilton,  and  while  sick  with  fever,  ami  delirious,  had 
e«-apeU  from  the  lly-.  ia  Jiosphal.  I  le  di.MUoou  after- 
wards, }.os-ibly  froia  the  etiVets  of  tiie  expo-urt'. 

On   the  25th  of  S*pteml)er,  the   Baltimore  ].ri-oners 
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were  removed  from  their  casemates  and  placed  on  the 
steamboat  George  Peabody,  in  charge  of  a  special  guard 
detailed  from  the  Tenth.  Their  destination  was  to  be 
Fort  Lafayette,  XewYork  harbor.  Capt.  Coster,  of  the 
1st  Xew  York  Yolunteers,  bore  the  order  for  their  in- 
carceration, and  Avas  in  command  of  the  accompanying 
detachment,  consisting  of  a  sergeant  (Geo.  F.  Tait,  of  Com- 
pany H)  and  ten  men.  The  Avriter  was  one  of  the  squad, 
and  thus  had  the  enviable  pleasure  of  seeing  Xew  York 
for  a  few  hours  at  least.  The  trip  was  devoid  of  any 
noticeable  incident,  and  the  disaffected  3[arylanders 
seemed  outwardly  to  enjoy  themselves,  appearing  to  be 
in  blissful  ignorance  of  their  destination.  They  were 
landed  and  snugly  ensconced  in  the  old  fort  on  the 
night  of  the  2Gth,  after  heartily  thanking  their  guards 
for  the  kindness  and  gentlemanly  deportment  which  they 
had  shown,  and  incidentally  damning  the  Government 
for  the  measures  it  had  taken  with  them.  The  detachment 
returned  to  Fort  ^Monroe  by  rail  and  steamer,  via  AYash- 
ington  and  Baltimore. 

The  regiment  about  this  time  received  its  long  ex- 
pected new  zouave  uniform,  consisting  of  light  blue 
trousers,  dark  brown  jacket,  red  vest,  white  canvas  leg- 
gings, and  fez.  The  trousers  and  jacket  were  trimmed 
with  red  ;  the  costume  fitted  easily  and  yet  not  too 
loosely. 

On  the  19th  of  October,  Lieut. -Col.  Dimmick,  who 
had  been  for  several  years  in  command  of  the  Fort,  left 
for  Fort  Warren,  Boston  harb<'>r,  to  which  post  he  had 
been  transferred.  The  rocritnent  foniu'd  in  line  ninl  es- 
corted the  de[>art!ng  otfii-er  frtnu  the  l-'ovt  to  the  boat 
landing,  where  lie  bade  the  sohlicrs  an  affecting  g(KMl-]»yo. 
Several  rounds  of  heartv  cheers  were  fjiven  him,  with  a 
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number  of  Xew  York  "tigers"  attached,  and  the  regi- 
ment retui-ned  to  quarters  feeling  really  downcast.  The 
veteran  had  endeared  himself  to  all  of  his  subordinates 
by  his  kindly  manner  tOAvards  them,  and  it  was  hardly  to 
be  expected  that  his  successor  could  unite  all  his  traits. 

November  2d,  the  sad  intelligence  was  received  of  the 
death  of  Lieut. -Col.  Elder,  which  took  place  October  31st, 
at  New  York  city.  The  colors  of  the  regiment  were 
immediately  shrouded  in  crape,  and  the  officers  assumed 
the  usual  badge  of  mourning. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  adopted 
at  a  meeting  of  the  officers,  held  on  tliis  date  : 

WTiereas,  It  has  pleased  the  God  of  Battles  to  remove  by  dciith, 
from  disease  contracted  while  atteiidins  to  the  duties  of  his  position 
in  Virginia,  our  worthy  and  esteemed  fellow-othcer,  Lieut. -Col. 
Alexander  B.  Elder,  who  was  known  but  to  be  loved  and  respected, 
and  to  whose  unremitting  e.xertions  we  are  indebted  for  much  of 
the  discipline  and  efficiency  which  our  regiment  attained  while 
under  his  command  ;  therefore, 

Et\^olmI,  That  we  deeply  feel  his  lo<s.  and  comprehend  tlio 
void  that  his  death  has  occasioned,  knowing  that  his  place  in  our 
hearts  and  in  our  regiment  cannot  well  be  tilled. 

Ilcxolcal,  That  we  condole  with  his  alflicted  family  and  friends 
in  their  loss  of  a  devoted  son,  an  affectionate  brother  and  a  true- 
hearted,  high-minded  friend. 

litioUed,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  preamble  and  reso- 
lutions be  sent  to  the  family  of  Lieut.-Col.  Alexander  B.  Elder, 
aiid  that  they  be  published  in  the  New  York  papers. 

C.^.rT.    S.    WlNCUESTEH,  i 

Capt.  Geo.  F.  Hopper,  '  Committee. 

F.  "W.  DooLiTTLE,  Ass't  Surg.  ) 

Tin- nutlior  accMmiiaiiicii  a  llau-ot  truc-c  fi-r-m  tlie  Fort 
to  C'rancy  Island,  lusir  No:  f.^lk.  <h\  Uw  1-lth.  The  small 
6tt-amboat    M'n^IiuHjto)!   made   the   trip,  carrying  thirty- 
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seven  rebel  prisoners,  taken  at  Ilatteras,  who  were 
to  be  <lelivered  to  the  Rebel  authorities,  they  having 
been  exchanged.  Tlie  Washington  anchored  near  the 
Rebel  batteries  on.Craney  Island,  and  awaited  the  arri- 
val of  the  steamboat  7T';/?.  SehJen.  from  Norfolk,  when 
the  prisoners  were  delivered  to  her  witli  the  mails  for  the 
Union  prisoners  then  at  Richmond.  The  Southern  sol- 
diers seemed  overjoyed  at  getting  back  to  "  Dixie."'  The 
batteries  on  the  Island  and  at  Sewell's  Point  seemed 
very  strong,  with  camps  in  tiie  neighborhood  apparently 
containing  four  or  live  thousand  men.  Both  steamers 
floated  white  flags,  and  the  few  soldiers  on  their  respect- 
ive vessels  looked  curiously  at  each  other,  as  though 
wondering  whether  they  were  destineil  to  meet  in  con- 
flict on  some  future  battletield. 

By  an  order  from  Department  headquarters,  dated 
Nov.  Gth,  several  transfers  were  made  from  the  National 
Zouaves  to  the  1st  New  York  Mounted  Rifles,  a  portion 
of  which  command  was  stationed  at  this  post.  An  equal 
number  of  men  were  sent  to  tlie  Tenth  in  exchange.* 

On  the  lotli  the  frigate  S  m  Jm'hdo  arrived  in  port, 
Avith  Messrs.  Slidell  and  ^lason.  ConiV'durate  ambassadors 
to  Europe,  M'ho  had  run  tlie  l)locka<le  of  Charleston  in 
the  steamer  Theodora,  \\\\^\  Avert-  afterwards  taken  from  a 
Briti>li  mail  steamer  by  C'aj.tain  Wilkes.  Our  regiment 
was  considerably  elateil  by  tlie  news  ol'  the  capture,  and 
cheere<I  in  Iimir)!-  of  the  event  diiriTig  nio-t  of  the  aftei-- 
noon.     .Vnticipations  of  dij)lomatic   controversies   ocea- 


•  Walters.  I'oor,  transferred  from  Company  A  of  the  Tenth,  afterwards  re- 
ceived cj!i>in:s>.'ons  .is  lieutenant  and  cninaia  in  the  MoLinted  Ril1  os,  and  was  sub- 
iCiliiently  co.ami  iion-d,  sticcessivcl)-,  I,i',-iit.-Col.  of  the  id  Nrrth  Carolina 
Volunteer-,  and  ist  North  Carolina  Colored  Heavy  Ariilkrj-.  He  served  for  j 
[.>erii>ii  ai  chief  I'rovoit  Marsluit  of  North  Carolina,  and  w.is  mustered  from  the 
service  in  December,  1365. 


THE    REGIMEXTAL    BAND.  61 

sioned  by  the  capture  M-ere  lost  sight  of  in  the  general 
rejoicing  at  the  bokl  and  sailor-like  action  of  tlie  com- 
mander of  tlie  jS"ji  .Taciitto. 

A  regimental  band  had  been  organized  during  the 
fall,  consisting  of  trained  musicians  and  details  from  the 
several  companies,  and  by  tlie  latter  part  of  November 
were  able  to  perform  at  parades  anrl  guard  mounting. 
On  the  2Sth  a  serenade  was  given  to  Gen.  AVool  and  Col. 
Bendix.  The  drum-major,  formerly  a  regular  army 
musician,  was  a  marvel  of  height  and  erect  carriage,  and 
with  the  assistance  of  Smith  Sanderson,  the  leader  of  the 
drummers,  succeeded  before  long  in  drilling  the  band 
and  drum  corps  into  a  creditable  state  of  practice  and 
discipline. 

As  has  been  before  hinted,  existence  within  the  walls 
of  a  fortiiication  was  certain  to  become  monotonous,  and 
numerous  devices  were  resurted  to  in  order  to  vary  the 
even  tenor  of  the  regiment's  garriscm  life.  Entertain- 
ments were  sonietinies  impn>vi>ed  on  vei'v  short  notice 
in  the  ditferent  ct)mpany  quarters,  and  amateur  minstrelsy 
and  mirth-provoking  antics  enlivened  an  occasional  even- 
ing. As  the  holidays  approached  ]'reparations  were 
made  to  recall  home  recolUn-tioiis  and  associations  by 
more  elaborate  celebration^,  and  Thankso:iving  day  in- 
augurated such  festivities  in  most  of  the  barracks.  The 
regimental  band  furni>licd  music  as  far  as  its  numbers 
would  permit,  and  the  ([uarti-rs  were  generally  decorated 
with  remarkalde  skill.  .Speeches  and  songs  were  con- 
tributed by  members  of  the  dirleri'ut  companies,  and  the 
"lay  an<l  niu-lit  i'a^-(  d  (•onvi\iall v.  Tin-  follo\ving  extract 
from  the  New  Vork  lI.vtbK  of  a  ilay  or  two  atteiwards, 
describes  what  transpired  at  the  quarters  of  Coni}>anies 
H  and  D  : 
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"Thanksgiving  day  was  duly  celebrated  by  all  the  troops  in 
the  department,  except  those  from  Massachusetts,  who  were  one 
week  ahead  of  all  the  others.  The  Tenth  Regiment,  Col.  Bendix. 
had  quite  a  lively  time  ;  feasting,  and  a  generally  merry  time  were 
the  order  of  the  day  and  evening.  Company  H,  Capt.  George 
F.  Hopper,  presented  a  splendid  sword  and  sash  to  Lieut.  George 
F.  Tait,  of  Company  K.  Lieut.  Tait  was  formerly  orderly-sergt. 
of  Company  H,  and  was  promoted  to  the  lieutenancy  by  Col.  Ben- 
dix. Being  ver\-  popular,  the  men  contributed  ;>uthcieut  funds  for 
the  purchase  of  the  sword  and  sash,  and,  taking  advantage  of 
Thanksgiving  day,  arranged  a  dance  and  an  impromptu  repast, 
and  invited  the  field,  staff  and  line  ot^icers  to  be  present  on  the 
occasion.  The  new  band  of  the  Tenth  Regiment,  which  has  lately 
been  recruited,  performed  numerous  sweet  airs  during  the  even- 
ing. Private  Haggerty  acted  as  master  of  ceremonies,  and  in  a 
very  appropriate  address  presented  Lieut.  Tait  with  the  testimonial 
so  well  deserved.  Lieut.  Tait  was  formerly  a  member  of  the 
Lindsey  Blues,  in  New  York.  There  were  also  a  number  of 
ladies  present,  the  wives  of  Maj.  ilarshall,  Capts.  Hopper  and 
Winchester,  Lieut.  Miner.  3Irs.  Roberts,  mother  of  Lieut.  Roberts 
of  Company  H,  3[rs.  and  Miss  Bowler,  Miss  Lillie  Hopper  and 
others.  Quite  a  pleasant  time  was  had,  and,  when  tattoo  was 
beaten,  the  elated  soldiers  withdrew  to  their  respective  quarters, 
well-pleased  with  the  occasion.  Company  D,  Captain  Thomas 
Cloudsley,  also  enjoyed  Thanksgiving  hugely.  Good  eating  and 
songs  and  toasts  were  the  prevailing  sentiments  among  this  com- 
pany: in  fact  the  entire  regiment  seemed  to  enjoy  the  day  as  much 
as  if  tliey  had  been  in  Gotham  and  witnessed  the  disjilay  of  the 
hundred  and  one  target  companies  tliat  usuallv  parade  on  that 
day." 

Christmas  and  Xew  Year's  <lay  came  with  merry-mak- 
ing and  good  oheertliroughout  Xhv  regiiueiit.  Cumpaiiy 
A  especially  distinguished  itself  on  the  tirst-uamed  day, 
and  the  ta>>les  set  in  its  ])arra<'ks  litei-ally  groaned  with 
good  things,  lloiiie-niaiie  phuu  }>U(Miiigs  and  mince 
pies  were  not  wanting — thoughttul  niotlu-rs  at  home  hav- 
ing sent  such  solid  remembrances  in  plenty  to  their  absent 
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boys.  This  company,  which  was  the  original  nucleus  of 
the  regiment,  still  maintained  its  character  for  order  and 
discipline  which  it  won  during  the  formation  of  the  regi- 
ment and  in  the  early  days  of  Sandy  Hook  experience. 
Some  of  the  best  men  enlisted  during  the  fall  had  been 
assigned  to  its  ranks,  and,  although  it  had  lost  its  dashing 
Captain,  Frank  J.  White,  he  having  resigned  October 
11th,  to  accept  a  position  on  the  staff  of  Gen.  Fremont,* 
its  members  still  steadily  upheld  the  character  of  the 
company,  and  in  the  after  months  of  battle  and  hardship 
the  heavy  death-roll  of  Company  A  bore  witness  to  the 
patriotism  of  its  members.  This  is  written  with  no  wish 
to  detract  from  the  creditable  record  and  conduct  of  the 
other  companies  of  the  regiment,  but  with  a  profound 
sense  of  respect  for  the  gallant  men  of  the  authors  own 
company,  and  those  especially  who  were  afterwards 
killed  or  wounded  or  who  suffered  imprisonment  for 
their  country's  gain. 

While  speaking  of  Company  A,  it  would  be  opportune 
to  mention  the  buHetin  board,  or  "latest  whisper"  as  it 
was  termed,  which  graced  the  wall  of  the  company  bar- 
racks. On  this  black-board  the  latest  and  most  interest- 
ing news  was  always  to  be  found,  each  member  being 
privileged  to  publish  through  that  medium  anything  new 
which  he  had  gleaned,  whether  local  or  general.  Al- 
tliou2:h  the  id(.-a  M'as  sometimes  abused,  the  result  was 


*  Major  White,  while  with  Gen.  Fremont,  distinguished  himself  by  the  capture 
>  f  I^xin^ton,  .Mo.  At  the  head  of  some  two  hundred  men  he  surprised  the  town, 
Cil'tured  the  Rebel  force  guarding  the  place,  and  rescued  the  Federal  prisoners  who 
h:id  hern  left  by  Price,  on  his  retreat  to  the  southwest  with  his  army.  N[ajor 
Wr.ii,-  ri'iorted  afterwards:  "  I  have  no  casualties  to  report,  and  my  men  are  all  in 
^•"d  health  and  anxious  for  further  service."  He  was  afterwards  promoted,  and 
-tier  further  service  att.\ined  the  rank  of  bri^adier-gcner.il.  He  died  in  St.  Louis, 
a  few  years  after  the  close  of  the  war. 
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beneficial,  and  served  to  do  away  with  a  terrible  amount 
of  cross-questioning  and  "  buzzinir,"  as  an  inquisitive 
member  was  generally  referred  to  the  bulletin  for  in- 
formation. 

In  compliance  Avith  directions  from  Headquarters  of 
the  Department  of  Virginia,  an  order  was  issued  in  De- 
cember, transferring  lifty-two  men  from  the  Tenth  to 
Battery  L,  4:th  U.  S.  Artillery.  The  men  were  taken 
from  the  several  companies,  volunteers  for  the  duty  being 
called  for,  and  were  thereafter  reported  upon  "  detached 
service."  They  did  not  return  to  the  regiment  until  a 
year  had  elapsed. 

The  eccentric  actions  of  a  little  dog  of  the  Scotch 
terrier  ty|)e,  "Corporal  "  by  name,  caused  much  interest 
in  the  regiment,  until  he  became  a  fixture,  and  thereafter 
his  presence  with  the  garrison  seemed  a  matter  of  course. 
He  had  jirobably  deserted  from  some  other  regiment, 
for  he  seemed  accustomed  to  military  life.  His  quarters, 
chosen  by  himself,  were  at  the  guard-house  nt'ar  the  main 
gate  of  the  Fort,  from  which  station  he  would  sally  forth 
with  each  relief,  night  and  day  for  months,  making  the 
rounds  each  time  and  returning  with  the  old  relief.  He 
was  also  always  ready  to  aceonipany  the  ofiicor  of  the 
day  on  his  "grand  rounds.-''  Corporal  followed  the  regi- 
ment when  it  left  Fort  3ionroe,  reniainiug  \\  itli  it  through 
the  vicissitudes  of  the  KSeven  Day's  combut.  durinir  which 
he  was  se-vei'ely  wounded,  either  by  a  stray  shot  or  a 
vicious  slash  from  a  .sabre.  His  wound  Avas  attended  to, 
however,  and  he  reached  Harrison's  Landing  with  his 
soldier  friends,  to  diMi|>iM  ar  sU'idenly  soon  after.  His 
final  loss  ••(■ea-ioiied  as  nnieh  g-ueral  regret  as  tliou-jfli  a 
member  of  the  regiment  had  been  •'  mis>ing  in  action."' 

Sunday,  December  ;:2yth,Avhile  theXew]>ort  is'ews  boat 
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£!xpress  was  on  her  way  down  to  Old  Point,  a  Rebel 
steamer  suddenly  appeared  from  around  Sewell's  Point, 
and  fired  several  shots  at  her,  causing  her  to  cast  loose  a 
schooner  which  she  was  towing.  The  Rebel  steamer 
quickly  tackled  the  schooner  and  bore  her  off  towards 
Xorfolk.  She  proved  a  comparatively  worthless  prize, 
containing  only  a  cargo  of  water  for  the  garrison.  Seve- 
ral gunboats  started  after  the  thief  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, but  did  not  overtake  hei'.  Fire  was  opened  by 
them  upon  the  Point,  however,  and  for  an  hour  and  a 
half  the  reports  of  the  guns  were  incessant  ;  the  bat- 
teries on  SewelFs  Point  answered  occasionally,  and  made 
very  good  shots,  although  none  of  our  boats  were  injured. 
The  range  was  some  two  and  one-half  miles. 

Rum<:)rs  had  been  prevalent  for  some  time  concerning 
the  intentions  of  the  Rebel  ram,  3Ierri)na.c,  which  was 
anchored  at  Xoi-folk,  .nnd  it  would  not  at  any  time  have 
surprised  the  garrison  at  Fort  Monroe  to  hear  her  guns.* 

About  the  begi?ining  of  the  year  furloughs  were 
granted  to  applicants,  a  certain  niunber  being  allowed  to 
take  advantage  of  such  leaves  at  the  same  time  in  each 
company.  The  scramble  for  these  chances  to  revisit  the 
North  for  ten  days  was  sometimes  amusing,  and  the 
reasons  given  were  often  insjenious  inventions.     Home- 


•  The  Merrimac,  or  V'irgini.i,  as  she  had  been  re-christened  by  the  Confede- 
rates, was  originally  the  U.  S.  steam  frigate  Merriiiiiic,  which  fell  into  the  hands 
'il  the  insurgents  at  Norfolk  when  that  city  was  abandoned  by  the  Federal  naval 
lorces  in  iSoi.  She  had  been  scuttled  and  sunk  before  abandoninc:  her,  but  the 
enemy  succeeded  in  raising  the  hull,  and  had  reccn-tructed  her,  niakin;  a  most 
formidable  vessel  of  war.  She  had  been  plated  fore  and  aft  with  thick  steel,  and  a 
bc.mb-proof  shield  of  heavy  timber,  covered  with  bars  of  railroad  iron,  was  built  so 
...  iM  Cijver  her  ifun-deck  like  the  ^;al.!ed  roof  of  a  house.  I'^  her  bows  was  alhx'-ii 
a  r.im  of  stee!  for  the  purpose  of  piercing  or  risniiim;  down  vessels.  Twelve  cannon 
•'•  f'-irmidable  character  composed  her  armament. 
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sickness  began  to  be  alarmingly  prevalent,  and  the  num- 
ber of  cases  of  '"death  in  the  family,"  "sick  wives," 
"ruined  business  in  consequence  of  absence,"  &c.,  &c., 
proved  either  a  remarkable  state  of  atfairs  in  Xew  York 
city  or  a  fertility  of  invention  perfectly  startling.  Re- 
cruiting service  was  the  best  billet,  however,  for  then  one 
could  remain  at  home  longer  with  nothing  particular  to 
do,  have  traveling  expenses  at  least  paid,  and  perhaps 
go  on  furlough  afterwards. 

It  was  plainly  to  be  seen  by  this  time  that  a  great 
majority  of  the  Xational  Zouaves  desired  more  active 
service  ;  wishes  began  to  find  expression  that  they 
might  be  assigned  to  some  other  field  of  duty.  In  fact 
it  can  fairly  be  said  that  the  entire  regiment  was  grow- 
ing restive  under  the  constraint  of  garrison  duty  and  the 
lack  of  any  chance  to  earn  the  laurels  which  were  falling 
to  other  regiments  from  Xew  York  city.  Various  pec- 
cadilloes that  were,  perhaps  with  some  justice,  charged 
to  the  members  of  the  regiment,  added  to  openly  ex- 
pressed discontent  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  ofticers, 
proved  rather  plainly  that  life  in  the  Fort  was  becoming 
irksome. 

The  fortunes  of  war,  however,  early  in  the  spring, 
brought  a  change  in  the  monotony  so  long  brooding  at 
the  post.  About  two  o'clock,  in  the  afternoon  of  March 
8th,  the  garrison  was  suddenly  alarmed  by  the  signal  gun 
on  the  paratle,  and  imme<liately  afterwards  the  long  roll 
was  sounded.  Tlie  Zouaves  were  quickly  in  line,  every 
man  not  on  tlie  sick  list  being  under  arms.  The  much 
talk..!  of  ^rrrinaf.-  liad  ^iddenly  nj.ju-arcd  off  Sewell's 
P'liiit.  ti-'idiiiL!'  direct  for  Nt'\\pnir  Xi-ws.  some  six  miles 
fron\  the  F»>rt,  with  the  evidt'iu  intention  of  engaging 
the  sailing  frigates  Coui/ress  and  Cumberland,  which  ves- 
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sels  had  been  blockading  tlie  mouth  of  the  James  River 
fur  several  months.  The  regiment  was  detailed  by  com- 
panies to  man  certain  points  in  the  Fort,  but  remained 
under  arms  on  the  parade  .until  the  time  should  arrive 
when  their  services  might  be  needed  in  such  positions. 

Meanwhile  the  Union  men-of-war  had  been  engaged 
by  the  Jlerrimac  and  her  tenders,  the  Yorktoicn  and 
Jamestoirn.  The  mysterious  and  dreaded  stranger  bore 
down  upon  the  Cumberland,  in  utter  disdain  of  her  well- 
aimed  but  utterly  ineffective  shot,  and  struck  her  with 
great  force,  opening  a  hole  in  her  starboard  side  which 
sunk  her  in  a  verv  short  time,  although,  to  the  glory  of 
her  commander  and  crew,  she  went  down  with  her  flag 
flying  and  her  guns  working.  The  officers  and  crew 
yet  uninjured  saved  themselves  by  jumping  overboard 
and  swinmiing  for  their  lives.  She  sank  nearly  to  her 
cross-trees.     The  number  of  her  crew  lost  M-as  120. 

The  oflicers  of  the  Congres-f,  aware  that  she  also 
woulil  be  sunk  if  rammed  by  the  Jfrriinac,  had  got  all 
sail  set,  with  the  intention  of  running  ashore — the  tug- 
boat Zouave  also  attempting  to  assist  her.  But  the 
Rebel  iron-clad  surged  up,  gave  the  Contjress  a  broad" 
side,  receiving  one  in  return,  and  then  raked  the  ship 
fore  and  aft.  This  fire  was  terrildy  destructive  and 
killed  several  men.  Again  the  terril)le  l)roadsides  were 
f'xchanged,  the  shot  of  the  Contjress  rattling  upon  the 
mailcil  roof  of  the  J/erra/ttf,  but  causing  little  if  any 
damage  to  her.  Finally  the  woo<U'n  ship  was  liopelessly 
on  fire  and  the  National  flag  was  liauled  down  and  a 
wliirt-  ll.i.j-  hui^ted  :it  tlu-  peak.  Suiiic  of  the  crew  won- 
takiMi  oiT  ].y  ;i  lii'}>fl  tug  wliirh  cnuK'  :iloii-j;si(le,  but  tht- 
'>al. nice  escaped  to  Newport  News.  The  los-^  wa>  about 
loo  men.     The    C'o/h/?v.vc>  conliuued  to  burn   until   mid- 
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night,  her  loaded  guns  being  discharged  as  they  became 
heated.  At  about  twelve  o'clock  she  blew  up  with  a 
tremendous  c<in<us>ion.  About  five  tons  of  gunpowder 
were"  in  her  magaziries,  and  the  paymaster's  safe  con- 
tained about  6:20,000. 

After  thus  sinking  the  C"Viberlaju7  and  destroying 
the  Cotujress,  the  Jferrwiae  with  her  consorts  stood  off 
towards  the  steam  frigate  Minnesota  which  was  aground 
midway  between  the  Rip  Raps  and  Newport  News. 
This  was  about  five  o'clock,  p.  ir.  No  attem])t  was 
made  to  ram  the  Minnesota,  but  the  Rebel  flotilla  threw 
shells  at  her  from  a  distance  of  about  a  mile.  The  frigate 
was  fought  splendidly,  though  from  her  position  she 
was  unable  to  bring  many  guns  to  bear.  One  of  her 
shells  set  the  Yorkto/rn  on  fire  and  she  was  towed  off 
by  the  'Tamestoirn.  Six  of  the  Minnesota''^  crew  were 
killed  ami  nineteen  Avounded.  About  nightfall  the 
Mtrriniac  steamed  in  under  shelter  of  SewelTs  Point. 

At  Fort  ]M()ur()c  the  excitement  had  \)i.rn  intense 
during  the  day,  and  at  nightfall  it  increased  ;  there 
were  gloomy  apprehensions  of  what  might  happen  on 
the  next  day.  The  Mi/tnesofa  suemed  to  be  at  the 
merey  (jf  the  Rcbe-l  iron-clad,  and  it  was  fi'ared  by  a 
great  many  that  x\\v  entire  fleet  of  wooden  ships  in 
Hampton  Roads,  and  the  P^Mt  itself,  might  prove  help- 
less against,  a  vessi-I  which  had  shown  itself  so  terribly 
destructive.  The  Tenth  was  disinisscd  to  (piarters  about 
eight,  1*.  M.,  but  a  <letail  from  the  ri'giment  was  after- 
wanls  sent  out  upon  the  beacli,  wlu're  a  strong  eiiibank- 
nient  of  ^atid  nas  thrown  up  during  the  night  ;iro:iiid  the 
great  '•  I'liion  gun ''  niountcil  here,  (irt'at  rdiaiici'  Avas 
[)laced   upon   this    formidable   piece  of   ordnance,  and  it 
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was  believed  tliat  one  of  its  five  hundred  pound  shot 
would  put  an  effectual  quietus  upon  the  Merrimac. 

But  a  still  stronger  ally  arrived  during:  the  evening. 
About  ten  o'clock  the  Ericcson  battery  J/o/i^Yor,  Com- 
mander John  L.  AVorden,  steamed  up  to  the  lower  dock 
at  Old  Point,  and  begran  to  rapidly  take  in  the  tons  of 
huge  ammunition  which  had  been  awaiting  her  for 
several  days.  Before  daylight  she  headed  out  to  the 
Minnesota  and  took  position  under  her  bows.  The  little 
iron-clad  was  not  at  all  formidable  in  appearance. 
Lying  low  on  the  water,  with  a  plain  turret  amidships, 
a  small  pilot  house  forward,  and  a  diminutive  smoke- 
pipe  aft,  she  might  easily  at  a  distance  have  been  taken 
for  a  raft  of  some  sort.  Her  compact  strength  and 
means  of  offensive  wart'are  could  only  be  discovered  by 
examination  when  on  board. 

At  about  six  or  seven,  a.  m.,  of  Sunday,  the  9th,  the 
Jferi'imac  again  appeared,  attended  by  her  consorts  of 
the  previous  day.  The  latter  contained  troops,  and  it 
was  the  evident  hope  of  the  Confederates  to  capture  the 
Minnesota,  which  was  still  hopelessly  aground,  by  over- 
j)owering  her  crcAv — thus  reserving  tliis  fine  vessel  for 
their  future  u-^e.  Some  time  was  taken  by  the  Rebel 
fleet  in  mananivering — the  Mt-rrimac  at  one  time  passing 
the  Minnesota  and  heading  towards  the  Fort.  She  at 
Ic-ngth  turned  and  ran  up  towar.ls'the  grounded  frigate. 
The  Monitor  now  stood  out  Ix^MIv  from  under  the  Min- 
y^xoA/^bows,  and  laid  herself  nt-arly  alongside  the  Rebel 
lani,  when  tlie  oontrast,  in  si/.e  was  at  once  ob>;ervabK-. 
<^'Un  after 'jun  wa^  tivfl  In-  both  vcssil-;,  ufitlu'r  seeuiinu- 
to  h..-  injured  l»y  the  pro iectih^.  <  >iic  of  tiie  lirbrl  li-n.k'r^ 
«:iriic  (juite  near  tlic  conibatrints.  Init  received  a  reminder 
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in  the  shape  of  a  thirteen  inch  shell  from  the  Monitor 
which  ended  her  usefulness  for  the  time. 

The  thunder  of  the  huge  guns  awoke  reverberations 
for  miles,  and  thousands  of  soldiers  watched  the 
manoeuvres  of  these  nondescripts  from  the  camps  at  New- 
port Xews  and  from  the  walls  of  Fort  Monroe.  Several 
times  the  Merrbaac  attempted  to  ram  her  opponent,  hut 
the  superior  speed  and  turning  qualities  of  the  Monitor 
enabled  her  to  avoid  the  shocks — always  giving  X\\e  Mer- 
rimac  a  shot  as  she  surged  by.  Once  the  Jfo^iitor  re- 
ceived a  heavy  shock,  but  she  spun  around  like  a  top, 
and,  as  she  regained  her  bearing,  sent  a  huge  missile 
into  her  antagonist.  Finding  that  the  little  raft  was  in- 
vulnerable to  her  attacks,  the  Jferrimac  turned  her  at- 
tention to  the  Minnesota,  piercing  the  frigate  with  her 
shells  and  exploding  the  boiler  of  the  little  gunboat 
Drutjon.  Commander  Van  Brunt  returned  the  tire, 
opening  a  broadside  upon  her  which,  he  said,  "  would 
have  blown  out  of  water  any  timber-built  ship  in  the 
world,"  but  it  had  no  effect  U{»on  the  JLi-riui'ic.  Other 
heavy  guns  on  the  Jfin//'sof<(  were  also  brought  to  bear, 
l)Ut  the  solid  shot  glanced  harmlessly  from  the  slanting 
sides  of  the  ram.  Thr  little  J/n/titor  now  again  inter- 
posed lierself  l»et\vern  the  gladiators,  and  forperhaj)s  an 
hour  the  iron-clads  prol)e<l  each  other,  sought  for  weak 
points  and  discharged  their  terrible  shot  at  }>oint  blank 
range.  The  Mtrrinmc  received  three  shots  whii-h 
seeme<I  to  tak«'  crt'ect.  and  at  kiiuth  turned  and  steamed 
towards  SewelTs  Point.  l'oU(j\ved  for  a  distance  by  the 
^[onitor. 

Thus  enile(l  the  sirauge  combat,  which  a\us  destined 
to  work  a  \\oiidrous  revolution  in  the  art  of  war.  Dm-ing 
tlie  tight,  lasting  until  al>out  one,  v.  >r.,  very  fi'W  casualties 
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Avere  sustained  by  either  side.  Lieut.  Wordeu,  of  the 
Monitor,  was  injured  by  a  splinter. 

In  the  Confederate  official  report  it  was  said,  "  Two 
of  our  guns  (on  the  Jlerrirnac)  had  the  muzzles  shot  off, 
the  prow  was  twisted,  and  tlie  armor  somewhat  damaged 
by  her  encounter  with  the  Cuwherlandy  In  their  pub- 
lished accounts  they  claimed  to  have  had  on  the  JItrrimac 
only  two  killed  and  eight  wounded,  among  the  latter 
Capt.  Buchanan  and  Lieut.  Miner,  and  that  on  the  rest 
of  their  vessels  live  were  killed  and  nine  wounded. 

During  the  day  the  Xational  Zouaves  stood  ready  to 
immediately  serve  the  heavy  guns  mounted  on  the  ram- 
{)arts  of  the  Fort  and  in  the  water  battery,  but  no  neces- 
sity required  their  use.  A  view  of  the  action  was  readily 
had  from  the  ramparts,  and  the  men  who  manned  the 
barbette  guns  and  those  who  coidd  be  spared  from  other 
positions  stood  hour  after  hour  watching  the  combat  and 
conjecturing  which  of  the  iron-clads  would  prove  the 
victor.  Upon  tlie  ri'tiremtMit  of  tlic  Rebel  vessels  the 
regiment  was  allowed  to  disiK'rse  to  tpuirters. 

The  gunboat  Whitehall,  which  lay  near  one  of  the 
docks,  took  lire  during  the  night  and  was  destroyed,  her 
guns  and  ammunition  explodiiiL:-  and  scattering  pieces  of 
shell  in  all  direefions.  A  large  pieci'  whicii  fell  within 
the  Fort,  in  rather  close  proximity  to  Capt.  IIopj)er,  is 
now  in  his  possession. 

On  the  l'2th  th"  garrison  was  again  called  to  anus  by 
The  l)t-ating  of  the  long  roll,  an<l  the  n'gimeiit  was  in 
bile  fur  about  three  hours.  This  tinu'  the  alarm  was 
'•aiised  byth.'  report  from  the  pick. 'ts  in  the  nei-liborhood 
<'l  Hampton  tliat  t  ht- enemy  was  ap[>roachiii<_:  our  lines  in 
toree,  but  tlie  report  proved  to  be  uroundhss. 

About  this  time  the  advance  ree-iments  of  the  Armv  of 
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the  Potomac  began  to  arrive  by  transports  from  Wasli- 
ington.     After  landing  they  ^vere  immediately  marched 
beyond  Hampton  and  towards  Great  Ik-tliel,  where  an 
immense  camp  was  soon  formed. 
Extract  from  diary  : 

"Wednc'^day,  yiarch  Uith.— To-da}  seven  regiments  arrived 
here  from  the  Potomac.  Tliey  are  the  advance  of  about  40,000, 
who  are  expec-ted  to  arrive  within  the  next  four  or  five  days. 

"Thursday.  iOtli. — Last  night  and  to-day  a  great  many  resi- 
nients  have  landed  from  transports  and  marched"  towards  Hanip- 
ton.  Early  this  morning,  during  the  storm,  three  or  four  vessels 
went  ashore  on  the  Ijeach,  about  six  miles  from  the  Fort.  Com- 
panies F,  G  and  11  marched  up  there  about  three,  r.  m.,  and  were 
set  to  work  uidoading  the  grounded  vessels. 

"Friday,  21st.— To-day,  at  eleven  o'clock.  Companies  A,  C  and 
I  marched  to  relieve  those  who  left  here  yesterday. 

"Sunday,  H'-kl. — This  morning  Company  A  returned  to  the 
Fort,  having  been  hard  at  work  sinee  Fri.lay.  p.  m.  An  liour  after 
getting  back  the  regiment  was  ordered  out  for  review  by  Gen. 
Wool  and  the  Secretary  of  "War,  and  made  a  tine  appearance  in 
spite  of  their  fatigue. 

"  Wednesda}-,  2Gth.— To-day  our  regiment  marched  to  Camp 
Hamilton,  where  a  division  review  took  place.  It  was  a  splendid 
affair.  Gen.  Wool  has  issued  an  order,  complimenting  the  divi- 
sion, and  especially  the  Tenth  Regiment." 

On  the  Ith  of  April,  Gen.  (Jo...  ]}.  McCk'lian  and  ])is 
statr  arrived  at  Old  IVint,  an. I  (lu-  National  Zouaves 
were  onlercd  f.)  parade  an.l  r.'c.ive  him  with  liuiiors. 
He  entere.l  the  Fort  about  f.uir  ..Vloek.  an.l,  after  pa- 
ra.le,  the  reuinunt  went  tln-oiigh  several  evolutions  he- 
lore  hi!n.  He  was  much  inter.'stcl  in  the  movem.jnt.v. 
and  seem.'.I  pl.';i<.'.l  with  ;!u-  :uitoni:itic  prc,iM..n  Asitli 
whicii  tlu-}-  wvvi'  mad.'.  The  -cueral  \va>  .-n  hi.  w.-iv 
to  head  hi.>i  army  on  its  niar.h  (<j  Vorktoun. 

During  the  fall  an.l  winter  several  changes  ha.l   bei-n 
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made  among  the  commissioned  officers  of  the  Tenth. 
Maj.  John  W.  Marsliall  had  been  promoted  to  lieuten- 
ant-colonel, vice  Elder,  deceased,  and  Capt.  Jolin  3Iis- 
sing  ha*d  been  made  major.  Adjt.  Fred  31.  Patrick  suc- 
ceeded Missing  as  captain  of  Comjiany  E — A.  F.  Osbon, 
of  Company  I,  being  made  adjutant.  Several  resigna- 
tions had  taken  place  among  the  line  officers,  and  in 
some  cases  enlisted  men  had  been  promoted  to  conmiis- 
sions.  Whenever  such  promotions  were  made  meritori- 
ously from  the  ranks  the  regiment  was  benefitted,  and  it 
would  have  been  well  had  Col.  Bendix  followed  this  rule 
rigidly,  as  a  few  appointments  made  otherwise  caused  ill- 
feeling,  and  one  or  two  of  the  appointees  did  not  reflect 
much  credit  upon  tlie  command. 

A  new  stand  of  colors  was  received  in  the  spring, 
and  presented  to  the  regiment  with  considerable  form- 
ality, on  a  bright  sunny  afternoon,  ])y  Gen.  Wool,  as- 
sisted by  ('apt.  Whipple  and  Col.  Le  Grand  B.  Cannon 
of  Ids  staff.  The  gt-nerai  made  a  stirring  little  speech 
and  the  regiment  received  the  colors  with  rousing  cheers 
and  otlier  manifestations  of  enthusiasm. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  Fort  ^Monroe 
correspondence  (.)f  a  Xew  York  daily: 

"A  pleasino;  little  episode  occurred  la'-t  ovcnini^  at  the  Fort.  At 
roll-cull  at  retreat,  Company  I,  of  the  Tenth  Regiment  Xew  York 
Voluntcei-s,  presented  their  lirst-lieutenant,  Geo.  M.  Dewey,  with  a 
^uperl)  sword,  belt,  sa>h  and  epaulets,  as  a  mark  of  respect.  The 
pr.>ont  was  as  unexpeetcd  as  liandsome,  and  took  LieiU.  Dewey 
completely  by  surprise.  The  swoid  is  one  of  the  eeiehralcd  Scjlin- 
geii  blades,  richly  moiuiteil.  !\n<l  bear^  tin'  following''  inserii>ti(m  : 

'PreM'nu-d  u>  Fir^iLi.-iit.  Gkoik.k  .M.  Dkwky, 

Compiuiy   1.  Teiiih   IJ.-iuwnt    X.Y.V. 

By  the  menih'Ts  of  .-aid  eompuny,  as  a  tol^en  of 

esteem.     Fortress  Monruo,  A[nil  'Jsth,  It^G-J." 
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"The  presentation  was  made  in  a  neat  speech  by  Private 
Martin  La^vless.  A  singular  cirrtimstance  connected  with  this 
presentation  was  that  tlic  day  on  which  it  occurred  was  the  birth- 
day of  Lieut.  Dewey,  of  wliich  fact,  however,  the  company  was 
not  aware.  The  usual  convivial  time  on  such  occasions  was  in- 
dulged in  by  the  officers  of  the  regiment  and  the  members  of 
Company  I." 

On  the  29th  of  April  the  Tenth  was  ordered  to  pre- 
pare to  leave  the  Fort.  The  lonij  expressed  desire  of  the 
Zouaves  was  at  lengrth  to  be  crratified.  The  command 
was  to  march  to  Camp  Hamilton,  and  take  position 
there,  preparatory,  it  was  rumored,  to  a  general  move- 
ment of  some  kind,  but  when,  or  in  what  direction,  was 
only  sni-mised.  Considerable  packing  of  extra  baggage 
and  forwarding  home  of  unnecessary  articles  was  to  be 
done,  but  the  preparations  were  made  with  alacrity  and 
considerable  exuberance  of  spirits.  On  the  oOtli  the 
regiment  underwent  its  monthly  inspection,  and  formed 
at  two,  P.M.,  on  the  parade  to  leave  the  Fort.  The  baud 
struck  up  the  popular,  and  in  this  caso  rather  siM-uiticant 
air,  '*  Out  of  the  Wihlerness,"  and  in  a  few  minutes  the 
Zouaves  had  left  garrison  <luty  i>ehind  them,  and  were 
on  the  way  to  their  old  cam)>ing  ground. 

Tlie  location  of  the  cam|>  nnw  occupied  was  excellent, 
being  on  well-drained  ground  and  near  the  water.  Each 
company  }u-occedcd  to  make  itself  as  comfortable  as 
possible,  and  in  less  than  a  wci'k  the  entire  camp  was  a 
huge  tlower  garden,  the  triangular  -paces  betw<'<'n  the 
large  Sibley  t«'nts  ht-ing  laid  out  in  beds  of  Avild  flowers 
and  slirubbery.  while  the  oltict-rs'  tents  were  being 
rapidly  snrronndid  will;  the  sanu'  beautiful  decorations. 
Tlif  si:iy  !ui-.'  was  >Iioit.  l\o\V(\er.  fofou  the  >l!i  '>f  May 
fai7H'  oi-drrs  for  a  movement  <'f  nu>st  of  the  force  at  this 
point. 


-PERIOD  III. 

xorfolk upon  the  chickaho-mixy tde  "  seve>' 

days"  conflict. 

It  was  evident  that  Gen.  MeClellan's  advance  towards 
Richmond  by  A\Tiy  of  the  Peninsula  woiihl  be  materially 
aided  by  the  passage  of  our  vessels  up  the  James  River, 
but  this  stream  was  virtually  closed  to  us  by  the  dread 
of  the  Jleri'imac.  President  Lincoln  was  in  favor  of  a 
movement  upon  Norfolk,  the  capture  of  that  city  seem- 
incj  to  be  the  only  way  of  di'iving  the  iron-clad  from 
the  locality  and  opening  a  passage  for  our  tieet  up  the 
James.  Prejtarations  for  this  movement  had  been  in 
progress  for  several  days,  although  the  secrecy  in  Avhioh 
they  Avere  enveloped  prevented  a  general  knowledge  ot 
the  intention.  The  President  himself,  ;u tended  by 
members  of  his  cabinet,  was  at  Fort  Monroe  on  the 
morning  of  the  8th  of  May,  and  early  on  this  day  the 
Jferrirnac  again  made  her  appearance,  as  though  scent- 
ing danger. 

The  Union  gunboats  moved  out  towards  Sewell's 
Point,  and  a  heavy  fire  was  opened,  our  fleet  manaui- 
vering  with  consideral)Ie  skill  and  eiideavorino-  to  draw 
the  Rel>el  ram  into  such  a  position  tliat  tiie  JLnufor 
might  engage  her,  while  otlu'r  vessels  could  run  lier 
down.  But  she  obstinately  kejit  out  of  harm's  way  and 
at  length  retired.  Our  gunbr.:it>  then  reconiioit red  witli 
the  view  of  discovering  a  place  <)npt>site  the  Fort  l>e-t 
adap'fd   to   the  landing  of  trcje.ps  for  the  euntemplated 
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advance  upon  Xorfolk.  Lynnbaven  Bay  was  eventually 
decided  upon. 

The  plan,  as  now  developed,  was  to  embark  all  the 
available  troops  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Fort  upon  a  fleet 
of  empty  canal  boats  lying  at  Old  Point,  and  with  these 
light  draught  transports  to  make  a  landing  at  Ocean 
View,  in  the  cove  or  bay  just  mentioned.  By  thus  gain- 
ing a  foothold  here,  the  works  at  Sewell's  Point  would 
be  turned  and  operations  could  be  had  against  the  city. 
President  Lincoln  personally  advised  Gen,  Wool  as  to 
the  details,  and  he  is  credited  with  the  practical  idea  of 
turning  the  humble  canal  boats  to  good  account  in  this 
important  movement. 

The  National  Zouaves,  with  other  regiments,  struck 
tents  on  the  8th,  packed  their  knapsacks,  and,  with 
two  days  rations  and  a  double  amount  of  ammunition, 
marche<l  a  short  distance  from  camp  and  remained  under 
orders  all  night.  They  returned  to  camp  next  morning 
(0th),  but  at  four,  p.m.,  they  were  again  on  the  march, 
moving  to  Old  Point  and  embarking  on  the  canal  l>oats. 
The  advance  force,  consisting  of  the  10th,  '^Dth  and 
99th  New  York,  the  ICth  Massachusetts,  with  a  portion 
of  the  Xew  York  ^Mounted  Rifles  and  three  batteries 
of  light  artillerv,  were  under  the  immediate  command 
of  Brig. -Gun.  .Max  Wt-ber.  Under  tow  of  several 
steanu-rs  tlie  odd  looking  fleet  mwvetl  out  a1>i)ut  mid- 
niglit,  the  otlirei-s  and  men  of  tin-  Tenth  being  in  high 
spirits  and  full  of  llie  noveltv  of  tlie  situation  and  the 
ex))ectatiou  of  at  lengtli  engaging  in  ;utive  work. 

Tr:imi.toii  rio:i.l<  wa-i  cro-^t'd  ;iiid  tin-  dix'tnbarkatiiMi 
in  r.ynniiaveii  \\:\y  eoinineueed  .il>out  dayliLjiit — Capt. 
Davis'  Battery  and  tlie  "iOtli  New  "\'oik  Volunteers  be- 
ing the  tir.^t   to   land.     Tliis  advance  was  imniediatelv 
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pushed  forward,  the  balance  of  the  force,  includinor 
the  Tenth,  following  as  soon  as  possible.  Upon  reach- 
ing Tanner's  Creek  the  '20th  was  greeted  with  several 
shots  from  a  Rebel  battery  and  found  the  bridge  on 
fire.  Gen.  Weber,  not  being  supplied  with  materials  to 
rebuild  it,  was  forced  to  take  aiiother  and  more  cir- 
cuitous road.  Gen.  Wool  now  came  up  with  the  Tenth 
and  other  regiments  and  assumed  the  direction  of  atTairs, 
the  Xational  Zouaves  taking  the  advance  and  retaining 
it  until  the  fortifications  outside  of  the  city  were  reached^ 
just  before  five  o'clock,  p.  m.  They  were  found  to  be 
evacuated.  At  this  juncture  a  select  committee  of  the 
Common  Council  of  Norfolk,  headed  by  flavor  Lamb, 
met  Gen.  Wool,  who  was  accompanied  by  Secretary 
Chase,  and  surrendered  the  city  to  the  Xational  arms. 
President  Lincoln  had  crossed  Hampton  Roads  with 
the  transports,  but  did  not  lancl, 

A  bivouac  of  the  troops  was  made  here  for  the  night. 
Two  companies  of  tlie  Teiitli,  D  and  E.  Capts.  ]Miner 
and  Patrick,  were  ordered  forward  to  the  city.  Under 
the  command  of  ^Nfaj.  3Iissing  they  entered  about  dark, 
with  drums  and  fifes  playing  "Yankee  Doodle,"  and 
headquarters  were  established  at  the  Custom  House. 
Patrols  were  immediately  sent  out  and  details  made  to 
guard  important  points.  Capt.  Patrick,  as  acting  Pro- 
vost ISIarshal,  receivr<l  fr.mi  the  ]Mayor  the  ofiicial  trans- 
fer of  Confederate  property.  A  portion  of  the  .Mounted 
Kitles  were  also  employed  during  tliis  tirst  niglit  on  the 
environs. 

The  intrfiirhinrnt>  outride  of  tlie  city,  where  our 
re'^inient  liad  hivouarked  for  the  ni-lit,  bore  signs  of  a 
liurrli-.l  evacuation,  and  tiie  suKjke  and  tlauses  were  still 
ascending  from  the  barracks  which  the  enemy  ha<l  tired- 


■Ml        J  . 


I  '    ■■    Ji'lil.lV. u 


78  THE  KATIOXAL   ZOUAVES. 

Guards  were  thrown  out,  fires  built  and  coffee  and  salt 
pork  were  soon  emitting  their  savory  odors — both  offi- 
cers and  men  quickly  afterwards  losing  themselves  in 
dreamless  sleep  on  the  cool  bosom  of  mother  earth. 

The  troops  under  Gen.  Wool  had  made  a  rapid  and 
long  forced  march  during  the  day,  and  by  the  celerity  of 
its  execution  had  precipitated  the  hasty  abandonment 
of  the  fortifications  and  both  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth, 
although  the  evacuation  had  evidently  been  contem- 
plated by  the  Rebel  authorities  upon  their  first  know- 
ledge of  our  intended  movement. 

The  day  had  been  as  hot  as  northern  July,  and  the 
march  of  over  fifteen  miles,  with  heavy  kna])sacks  and 
accoutrements  and  an  extra  supply  of  ammunition,  told 
severely  upon  tlie  troops.  The  Tenth  carried  an  addi- 
tional uniform,  besides  the  other  paraphernalia  of  a  sol- 
dier's outfit,  and,  whenever  a  halt  had  taken  place,  the 
men  had  hastened  to  rid  themselves  of  the  articles  that 
could  best  be  sjiared  from  tlieir  loads.  Considerable 
nervous  haste  was  shown  in  some  cases,  howevei",  and 
blankets,  overcoats,  extra  shoes,  underclothes,  and  even 
envelopes  and  postage  stam))s  were  left  along  the  road. 
Luckily  they  were  recovered  by  the  wagons  and  ambu- 
lances followini;-.  Water  was  not  to  be  had,  except  at 
one  or  two  halting  places,  and  thirst  added  its  pangs  to 
the  heat  and  fatigue,  ihe  dust  arising  in  siu-li  clouds  as 
almost  to  stirte  the  column.  To  s.iy  that  the  men  of  our 
regiment  were  fatigued  by  this,  their  first  boTia-fide 
day's  march,  wouM  be  ]>oorly  expressing  the  truth,  and 
it  was  witli  a  ydl  of  ininLrk'd  triunipli  and  ccliff  tliat 
thi'V  at  I'.-ri'jth  <'nrrr(Ml  the  int r-'iichinenis  an.l  [ihintcd 
the  regimental  colors  (ju  tlie  works. 

At  about   ten  o'clock   the   next  morning   (Hth)   the 
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regiment  moved  from  its  bivouac  and  marched  towards 
Norfolk,  entei-ing  it  about  noon.  Our  soldiers  seemed 
to  be  objects  of  curious  and  eager  inspection  by  the  in- 
liabitants,  who  had  evidently  been  led  to  believe  that 
the  Yankee  soldiers  were  semi-barbarous  and  lacking  in 
everything  appertaining  to  civilized  life.  A  few  women 
exhibited  a  rather  masculine  and  vicious  spirit  in  their 
remarks  and  actions,  and  the  young  and  growing  scions 
of  chivalry  along  the  streets  cheered  shrilly  for  Jeff. 
Davis,  but  little  attention  was  paid  to  these  incivilities 
by  the  Zouaves.  The  command  halted  for  an  instant  at 
the  Custom  House  and  saluted  with  three  rousing  cheers 
the  National  color  of  the  regiment,  which  had  been 
hoisted  on  that  building  by  the  detachment  sent  into 
the  city  the  previous  evening.  This  flag  was  the  first 
United  States  color  flung  to  the  breeze  in  Norfolk  since 
secession  had  taken  Virginia  from  the  Union.  Within 
an  hour  or  two  afterwards  the  main  portion  of  the 
Tenth  were  occupying  Fort  Norfolk,  immediately  upon 
the  river. 

The  Portsmouth  Navy  Yard  and  works  (directly  op- 
I)osite  Norfolk)  were  in  flames,  having  been  flre<l  by  the 
enemy  under  Gen.  linger  before  retiring.  Efforts  to  ex- 
tinguish the  tire  were  unavailing,  and  ships,  gunboats, 
workshops  and  niacliinery  were  totally  destroyed.  The 
city  of  Norfolk  was  now  under  martial  law,  and  Gen. 
Wool  appointed  Gen.  E.  L.  ^'iele   Military  Governor. 

On  the  night  of  the  10th,  while  the  troops  were  biv- 
ouacking in  the  inlrenched  lin<',  tlu^  iron-clad  Jhrrbnac 
was  tired  by  thi'  I\rb(>Is.  and  aftt-r  1)uniin<:  for  some 
tiiiu-,  blew  up  wilJi  a  thunibr.Mis  r.-ar  i  litth'  l-.foi-e  live 
""i"l"rk  in  the  inoiuiirj;.  Tints  ended  the  eventful  career 
of  the  Confederate  rani.    The  waters  of  Hampton  Roads 
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were  again  a  safe  liarbor  and  tlie  Janies  River  ^vas  open 
to  our  navigation. 

The  various  companies  of  the  Tenth  Regiment  were 
within  two  or  three  days  distributed  to  Fort  Norfolk, 
Craney  Island,  the  Marine  Hospital,  and  other  points  in 
the  vicinity,  Avhere  they  remained  until  May  20th,  when 
the  entire  regiment  went  into  camp  at  Portsmouth,  hav- 
ing been  relieved  from  duty  at  the  above  posts  by  the 
99th  New  York  Volunteers. 

During  the  short  time  of  the  Zouaves'  encampinent  at 
this  last-named  place,  considerable  latitude  was  allowed, 
and  frequent  visits  were  made  by  the  soldiers  to  Nor- 
folk, oftentimes  by  running  the  guard  without  passes — 
the  uniform  becoming  a  conspicuous  and  frequent  object 
in  the  streets  of  the  city.  The  dress  parades  of  the  regi- 
ment at  its  camp  became  a  feature,  and  were  witnessed 
by  numbers  of  the  citixens  each  afternoon,  the  splendid 
appearance  of  the  command  and  the  exactness  of  its 
evolutions  forcing  encomiums  from  the  sometimes  not 
very  friendly  observers  of  both  sexes. 

It  must  be  confessed,  however,  that  the  Zouaves  were 
quick  to  drop  some  of  the  more  rigid  points  of  discipline 
so  long  observable  during  their  stay  in  Fort  ^Monroe, 
and  many  })ranks  were  cut  by  the  soldiers,  who  were 
unloosed  by  tlie  rchixation  from  garrison  surveillance. 
The  hot  rays  of  a  Virginia  ^lay  sun  soon  suggested  a 
riddance  of  all  siipi'iMliious  dress  and  covering,  many  of 
the  boys  even  divesting  tlu'msi'lves  of  tlu-ir  liair  !  A  few 
having  had  their  heads  shingled  ratlier  more  clost'ly  than 
had  hitlierto  ol>taiiieil,  a  brisk  rivalry  eitsneil,  .MuliiiLC  in 
uiilu'ard  (.1  ln(r/>,r-lsin.-<.  II.  ads  were  -h:ived  by  skillful 
tonsorial  comrades — one  of  the  regiment  rejuiclnL,''  in  a 
bald  head  with  the  fissure  *'  10"  in  bold  relief  vn  its  front. 
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Another  showed  the  legend  "  X.  Z."  in  liair  on  his  hare 
erown ;  and  yet  anotlier  followed  Avith  the  ornamentation 
of  a  star  against  an  otherwise  perfectly  naked  ground- 
work of  skin. 

But  the  date  of  the  departure  of  the  National  Zouaves 
from  Fort  Monroe  seems  to  have  been  the  commence- 
ment of  a  continuous  life  of  field  service.  Reinforce- 
ments were  needed  by  Gen.  McClellan,  whose  army  was 
now  gradually  approaching  Richmond  from  the  Penin- 
sula, and  on  the  od  of  June  orders  were  received  to  move, 
"  with  three  days  cooked  rations" — the  regiment  embark- 
ing on  the  steamer  Exxpire  City.  The  next  day  it  had 
reached  Yorktown,  changing  there  to  the  steamboat  Ar- 
roicsmifh,  and,  after  several  hours  sail  on  the  picturesque 
Pamunkey  River,  reached  "White  House  Landing  on  the 
.>t]i,  with  oi-ders  to  report  to  Gen.  ^SlcClellan,  command- 
ing the  Array  of  the  Potomac.  At  length  the  soldiers 
of  the  Tenth  had  obtained  a  gratification  of  the  wish  so 
long  expressed,  to  be  "  at  the  front,"  and  Avere  destined 
to  endure  weary  days  of  fighting  and  hardship,  and,  per- 
haps, in  future  days,  to  long  for  the  regular  hours  and 
full  rations  of  their  past  garrison  experience. 

The  Tth  of  June  found  the  regiment  encamped  upon 
tlie  north  bank  of  the  Chickaliominy  River,  and  brigaded 
with  the  5th  Xew  York  Volunteers  (  Duryee's  Zouaves), 
old  friiMids  of  Camp  Hamilton  memory.  A  detachment 
"f  tlie  1st  Connecticut  Heavy  Artillery  completed  the 
hrigade,  Avhich  Avas  the  Tliird,  ami  Avas  under  command 
of  Col.  G.  K.  Warren,  of  the  ^th  New  York  Volunteers. 
It  forjued  a  part  of  Svki<'  .livi^ioii  .if  Porter's  Fifth 
Army  Corps. 

It  was  un(loul»tedly  an  lienor  to  the  Teulli  to  be  thus 
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assigned  to  the  division  of  Gen.  Sykes,  whicli  was  com- 
posed entirely  of  regulars,  witli  the  exception  of  Col. 
AVarren's  brigade  ;  but  the  boys  hardly  liked  the  nick- 
name of  "  regulars,"  which  was  immediately  applied  to 
them  by  the  volunteers  of  the  neighboring  camps,  and 
some  of  the  more  pugnacious  proceeded  to  vent  their 
discontent  upon  their  comrades  of  the  regular  regiments; 
but  it  was  found  that  more  than  one  side  could  take  part 
in  such  games,  and  that  the  "  regs "  were  disposed  to  ' 
maintain  in  camp  the  prestige  they  had  Avon  in  battle. 
Each  came  finally  to  respect  his  neighbor,  and  although 
rivalry  existed  to  a  certain  extent  always,  a  good  feeling 
grew  between  the  Tenth  and  their  regular  comrades 
which  remained  unshaken  during  the  continuance  of 
their  connection  in  the  field.* 

The  entire  camp  etjuipage  of  the  regiment  had  been 
prepared  for  shipment  ai  Portsmouth.  It  consisted  of 
the  Sibley  tents  issued  after  leaving  the  Fort,  and  the 
heavier  items  of  camp  furniture;  the  zouave  uniform  of 
the  regiment,  with  tlie  extra  baggage,  being  also  packed 
in  readiness  to  aceom}.any  the  command  to  the  front. 
Tlie  regular  fatigue  uniform,  consisting  of  blouse,  pants 
and  cap,  lia<l  been  generally  worn   by  the  regiment   ex- 


•Gen.  McClcllr.n,  in  his  "Report  and  Crinipaigns"  (p.  54''.  writes  as  follows  : 
"The  advantage  of  such  a  body  of  troops  at  a  critical  moment  treferrini;  to  his 
rcijularsi,  especially  in  an  army  constituted  ni.iinly  of  new  levies,  impel fectly  di:>- 
ciplined,  has  hccn  frequently  ilhistrated  in  military  history,  and  was  brought  to  the 
attention  of  the  country  at  the  first  battle  of  i\tan.issas.  1  have  not  been  disap- 
p-.inted  in  the  estimate  formed  i.f  the  value  of  these  tro-.ps— I  have  always  found 
tlicm  to  be  relied  >m  :  whenever  they  have  been  brought  under  fire  ihcy  have 
shown  the  utmost  gallantry  and  tenacity.  On  the  50th  of  April.  iSoi.  they 
niiiulered  .;ro;  men.  (Jn  live  17th  of  M.vy  they  were  .as-isjiied  to  lien.  I'orter's 
C^.'ps..  f'^r  irjaiii/.itii.n  as  a  division,  with  the  jl'.i  Rt;;imenl  New  Vi.rk  Volunteers. 
whi-.h  joined  Mav  41:1.  and  the  Tenth  Nen  \.rk  N'olunteers.  uhich  joined  mi'j- 
seiiucnily.  1  hey  rcm.iiuci'.  fiom  the  cvminenceinciit  under  the  coin'naiid  ijt  Brig- 
(ieu.  lle'.ruf  SvUcs,  M.n.,-   ;,1  luUu.trv.  Tnited  States  Army.-' 
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cept  upon  parade  or  at  guard  mount  and  occasionally 
when  off  duty — tlie  zouave  dress  ])eiiig  the  reserve  uni- 
forni.  The  first  surprise  on  arrival  at  White  House 
Landing  had  been  the  issue  of  "slielter  tents,"  each  man 
receiving  a  piece  of  linen  stuff  a  yard  square,  which  was 
thereafter  to  serve  as  his  roof,  unless  he  chose  to  use  it 
otherwise. 

The  boxes  containing  the  zouave  uniforms  arrived  at 
the  Landing  soon  after  the  regiment,  and  remained  there 
until  future  operations  of  the  army  necessitated  a  hur- 
ried abandonment  of  this  base  of  supplies,  when  they 
were  consigned  to  destruction  in  common  with  an  untoM 
<]nantity  of  Government  ])roperty  which  it  was  impos- 
sible to  remove.  From  tliis  time  until  the  following 
January  the  National  Zouaves  were  such  only  in  name — 
the  showy  blue  and  red  uniform  Ui-hx'j;  a  tiling  of  the 
last. 

On  the  13th  of  June,  Warren's  brigade  Avas  ordered 
out  in  jnirsuit  of  the  Kel.Hl  Gen.  Stuart,  who  had 
-started  on  his  memorable  raid  around  the  Army  of  tiic 
Potomac.  A  body  (jf  llnsirs  Laiu-crs  atid  a  portion  of 
Whcr.lon's  Khode  Island  IJattery  accomj^'inied  the  l)ri- 
'-'adc.  The  plan  of  pursuing  cavalry  Avirh  infantry  was 
hardly  successful,  altliougli  the  brii^adc  niarclu'<l  nearly 
tifty  miles  within  thirty-six  hours.  The  enemy  had  ob- 
t;iuie<l  a  good  start,  and  re-entered  his  lines  lu-ar  the 
•'ariies  l^iver,  after  intlieting  senous  injury  upon  the  rail- 
i"ad  and  destroying  a  great  (pianfity  of  stores,  most  of 
wliieh  belonged  to  sutlers.  'I'he  return  of  Warren's 
'■•■'iiui;in<l  toeanip,  on  r lie  iieuiiinir  of  tlie  i:)th  (Sun.iay), 
\v:i>  r.-lelu-afi.,]  by  ;in  .'.vtra  i>sue  .,(  \\  liiskey,  >casoiied, 
howi-ver,  with  the  regulation  «pianfity  of  (juinitie,  and. 
'•»Her  satisfying  their  hunger,  our  soldiers  proceeded   to 
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regain  some  of  the  sleep  lost  witliin  the  past  two  days 
and  nights. 

Durinrr  the  three  weeks'  encampment  upon  the 
Chickahomniy,  many  of  the  Tenth  fell  victims  to  the 
malarious  exhalations  from  the  swamps  which  lay  ad- 
jacent to  the  camp,  and  numhers  of  the  men  who  left 
Fort  Monroe  with  anticipations  of  soon  meeting  the 
enemy  in  battle  never  lived  to  realize  their  expectations, 
dying  lingering,  though  not  inglorious  deaths  in  the 
hospitals  to  which  they  were  sent.  The  picket  duty 
along  the  front  of  Sykes'  division  was  arduous  and  most 
disagreeable,  long  nights  being  passed  by  these  guard- 
ians, posted  in  the  imhealthy  marshland  along  the 
south  bank  of  the  river,  the  men  at  times  being  unable  to 
obtain  a  dry  or  firm  standing  place.  The  soldiers  of  the 
Tenth  had  here  also  a  full  share  of  road-making  and 
bridge-building,  and  many  Yankee  "corduroys,"  winding 
their  tortuous  way  through  the  Chickahominy  swamps, 
would,  perhaps,  e\ en  at  tliis  late  day.  bo  recognized  by 
the  men  mIio  assisted  in  cutting  and  hauling  the  logs 
and  laying  them  in  phice. 

The  face  of  the  country  may  have  originally  blos- 
somed and  bi'en  fruitful  and  pleasant  to  tlie  eye,  but 
now,  from  the  Pamunkey  to  the  Chifkahoniiny.  the  land 
was  barren.  Had  a  deadly  Africnn  sinioum  }>assed  over 
the  grouiul,  its  path  couhl  not  have  hwu  more  distinctly 
traced  than  that  of  the  armies  whi<h  had  marched  over 
the  roads  and  cam[)cd  upon  the  fields  of  this  secti<>u 
of  country  daring  the  past  ft>w  Aveeks.  I'ences  were 
d<-str(>\  r.l.  ^i-een  fli>lds  wen  turned  \o  du-i  and  mud, 
trec'S  had  lieen  felled  and  used,  and  even  tlie  few  iivin-j; 
shrubs  or  plants  beyond  tiie  reaeli  of  man  or  beast  were 
covered    Avith    thick   tlust    or   had    been   >inged    bv  the 
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burning  rays  of  the  sun.  Springs  of  water  were  few, 
ami  when  found  were  quickly  exhausted — the  tepid 
water  of  the  sluggish  river,  dank  and  sulphurous  with 
the  aooumulation  of  vegetable  matter,  being  the  main 
supply,  and  affording  plentiful  cause  for  malarial  dis- 
eases. 

Heavy  batteries  had  been  erected  by  the  Rebels  op- 
posite Sykes'  division,  and,  about  the  20th  of  June, 
several  shells  came  whizzing  over  the  camp  of  the  Tenth. 
One  of  these  missiles  killed  a  regular  soldier  and  another 
u  member  of  the  1st  Connecticut  Artillery. 

No  trouble  was  experienced  at  any  time  during  the 
war  in  obtaining  skilled  artizans  and  professional  men 
from  the  ranks  of  the  volunteer  regiments.  This  fact 
was  illustrated  in  one  instance  while  lying  at  this 
<'ain)i.  The  chief  engineer  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
askc(l  for  three  <lraughtsmen  from  Sykes'  division,  and 
they  were  immediately  found.  Sergt.  James  E.  Taylor, 
of  Company  B.  of  the  Tenth,  was  one  of  those  selected, 
while  another  came  from  the  ")th.  While  the  Tenth  was 
garrisoning  Fort  31onroe,  a  call  for  printex's  resulted  in 
the  gathering  of  some  twenty  or  thirty  typos  ;  only  two 
or  tliree  were  actually  needed,  and  it  was  not  supposeil 
that  n\ore  than  that  number  could  be  obtained  from  the 
H'giment. 

It  would  be  well  at  this  juncture  to  briefly  notci  the 
"_'eneral  operations  of  the  past  month  along  the  Chicka- 
iioniiny.  On  the  ni-ht  of  the  •2m\  of  May,  Gen.  McClel- 
lan  dispatclu'd  a  p^.rtion  of  Porter's  corps  to  Hanover 
<'>"nt  irMii-.',  abiMit  foui-fern  miles  to  the  westward. 
*'-n.  Mel)oweH\  army,  of  ab-nit  10,0()()  men,  were  at 
I'l-.-d.  rick-^buvg,  his  aiivaiu-e  heiii'jf  at  Howling  (-ireoii,  on 
the  l''re.lerii-kshurg  ai\d  Richmond  l\ailr(.u.l,  and  it  wa- 
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expected  that  he  would  form  a  junction  at  Hanover  Court 
House  with  Porter,  and  a  successful  attack  would  then 
have  been  posJ^ible  upon  Richmond's  unprotected  side. 
The  troops  of  the  Fifth  Corps  met  several  thousands  of 
the  enemy  at  Hanover,  and  gained  a  victory  over  them, 
but  McDoweirs  forces  did  not  appear — the  order  for  their 
union  with  McClellan  having  been  countermanded  and 
the  force  at  Fredericksburg  sent  up  the  valley  after  Stone- 
wall Jackson,  whose  mission  in  that  direction  was  evi- 
dently to  draw  McDowell's  attention  from  Richmond. 
Porter's  troops  then  returned  to  their  camps  at  and  near 
Gaines'  Farm.  On  the  31st  of  May,  the  Confederate 
commander.  Gen.  Johnston,  taking  advantage  of  a  rise 
of  the  Chickahominy,  which  bid  fair  to  interrupt  com- 
munication betAveen  the  two  wings  of  our  army,  swung 
round  and  commenced  a  heavy  attack  uj)On  McClellan's 
left  wing  at  Fair  Oaks — \\  hitli  routed  a  portion  of  the 
army.  Tlie  next  day,  liowcvt-r,  the  Confederates  were 
in  turn  driven  back  with  great  loss,  and  our  lines  were 
re-establishctl.  The  Rebel  army  defending  Richmond 
was  about  this  time  undoubte<lly  receiving  reinforce- 
ments, and  ]\[cClellaii  also  was  reinforced  to  tlie  extent 
of  the  Government's  abiliiy.  The  redoubtable  Gen.  Jack- 
son was,  within  a  few  days,  on  his  way  towards  Rich- 
mond again,  and  jtositive  kiio\\lr(lge  of  his  Tuarch  was 
gained  about  the  '2:ld  of  .lune. 

According  to  Gen.  ^McC'lt  Han's  "  Hrport  and  Cam- 
paigns," jip.  ::»41--i,  lie  deemed  it  inipn»il.le  to  maintain 
Ids  long  line  of  supplies  from  tlie  White  House  to  the 
Chickalioininy  in  tlie  t-vcnt  of  the  enemy  ctan-entratiiig 
upon  and  a:  iaekinu- his  ri^lil.  an<i,  a>  eail_\  a^  i!i--  l^rhof 
June,  he  had  ina-U'  an-angfiiu'iits  to  have  •  ians|K-its  with 
supjilies  sent    up  tin-  James   Ri\er.  in   antieipation   of  a 
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forced  change  of  base  across  the  Peninsula.  The  cora- 
nianding  general  aj^prehended  an  attack  from  Gen. 
Stonewall  Jackson  on  his  right  and  rear.  On  the  '2')th. 
McCk'llan  telegraphed  the  Secretary  of  War,  among 
other  things,  " I  shall  probably  be  attacked  to-morrow, 
and  now  go  to  the  other  side  of  the  Chiekahominy  to 
arrange  for  the  defense  on  that  side.  I  feel  that  there 
is  no  use  in  my  again  asking  for  reinforcements." 

We  are  now  brought  to  the  r2Gth  of  June,  and  the 
opening  of  the  Seven  Days  conflict.  Upon  this  latter 
date  the  position  of  the  Union  army  before  Richmond 
was  about  as  follows  :  The  Second,  Third,  Fourth  and 
Sixth  Corps,  commanded  by  Gens.  Sumner,  Heintzelman, 
Keyes  and  Franklin,  were  south  of  the  Chiekahominy, 
and  at  about  a  right  angle  to  it,  Avith  the  left  of  the  line 
curving  and  resting  uj)0n  White  Oak  Swamp,  while  the 
Fifth  Corjx,  with  about  2.5,000  men  })resent  for  duty, 
was  upon  the  north  bank  and  lying  parallel  Avith  the 
stream,  its  right  extending  to  :Mechanicsville. 

On  the  morning  of  t]ie20th,  news  came  to  Geu.  Foiter 
of  the  advance  of  the  enemy  upon  ]Mechanicsville,  and 
of  Jackson's  presence  in  the  vicinity  of  Hanover  Court 
House  upon  the  right.  Dispositions  Avcre  immcdiatfly 
made  on  the  Fifth  Cori-s  lines  to  meet  the  expected 
attack— McCalFs  division  of  Pfnnsylvani:i  Kuserve.s 
then  in  position  on  In-avcr  Dam  ('rc(>k,  bring  ninforeed 
by  two  brigade-  of  .AIorL-H's  .livision  and  the  re^t  of 
I ''Ttfr's  troops  being  called  to  ;irms.  The  attack  came 
about  noon,  the  Rebels  liaving  crossed  the  Chickalio- 
'"iiiy  ;if  Meadow  r.ri.lire  ;iiid  :i).<.\..,  an-l  ilie  '.atth- 
'iLCed  Willi  more  or  le>s  vtcn.line-.,  and  I'liry  tar  into 
'he  night,  the  Pennsylvania  Hoops  and  tluir  siijipnit- 
being  everywhere    successt'ul.  and  sull'ering    a  c(unpar;-.- 
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tively  small  loss,  while  the  charging  Rebel  divisions  were 
ba<lly  cut  ii]). 

Our  own  division  (Sykes')  was  ordered  from  camp 
an<l  across  the  river  late  in  the  afternoon.  We  were  in 
light  marching  oixler,  and  were  massed  in  the  woody 
and  swampy  ground  along  the  river  valley.  Several 
hours  of  darkness  were  passed  in  this  position,  expecting 
we  knew  not  what,  for  we  were  ignorant  of  the  result  of 
the  Inittle. 

John  S.  Slater/'^  writing  of  the  "Seven  Days  fight" 
in  the  Washington  Rtpuhllodj,^  of  June  r2Gth,  1881, 
avers  that  after  the  close  of  the  battle  of  Meelianicsville. 
Gen.  McClellan  and  Gen.  Porter  consulted,  and  the 
plans  for  the  27th  were  arranged  ;  but  that  Gen.  Porter 
was  opposed  to  the  contemplated  withdrawal  behind 
Gaines'  Mill  Creek,  and  thought  the  array  should  be 
brought  to  tlie  north  bank,  and  the  decisive  battle 
fought  there,  or  that  he  should  bt-  reinforced  so  that  he 
might  hold  his  position  if  witlidrawn  to  Gaiii-'s'  ]\[ill. 
while  a  countir-attack  upon  Richmond  could  be  ma<le 
from  the  left  near  Fair  Oaks.  Gen.  :\[c('lelhui  was 
therefore  aske<l  to  withhold  the  order  for  withdrawal  until 
lie  had  returned  to  his  headquartei-s  and  taken  a  gt-neral 
view  of  the  situation.  The  final  order  canu'.  however, 
at  about  three  or  four  o'clock,  a.m.,  of  the  -iTth,  and  the 
movement  was  forthwith  comuu'nced. 

The  position  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  at  this 
moment  w.is  deemed  a  critical  one  by  (icn.  ArcClellaii. 
Ilis  line  of  coniinunieati<)n  wa>i  in  d.uiL^er  of  l)eiTig  severed 
and  hi^riglir  uiu-  <e,  er\\  le.-hn.'.l  hy  .bi.'k^on's  force,  and 
the   troopv    which    (ieii.    Lee,    iio\\-    in    I'ommand   of  thf 

*  We  have  drawn  upon  Mr.  SLiter,  fonnc'-ly  of  tlie  t-,tli  New  V  irU  N'oliuueep,. 
f.ir  uthcr  intcri-?.tiii^  iuf^ria.ui'  m  conLernin.;  ll.f  .  -r.-r.iiicn,  ujioii  the  Chickaiioniiny. 
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Confederate  army,  could  spare.  McClellan  undoubtedly 
thought,  justly  or  unjustly,  that  he  had  not  been  proper- 
ly reTnforeed,'and  had  been  thrown  by  the  Government 
lipou-  his  own  resources,  and  he  now  took  what  seemed 
to  him  to  be  the  best  course  to  extricate  his  troo}»s  from 
their  apparently  perilous  position. 

Sykes'  division  recrossed  the  river  before  dayliglit  of 
the  27th,  and  the  soldiers  of  Warren's  bngade  marched 
to  their  camp  with  the  idea  of  having  several  hours  of 
sleep  after  the  watchful  night  just  passed.  Orders  were 
given,  however,  to  take  knapsacks,  and  the  march  was 
luirriedlv  resumed.  While  absent  from  camp,  the  sup- 
plies and  tents  had  been  loaded  into  wagons  an<l  removed, 
leaving  only  the  accoutrements  belonging  to  each  man. 
Hardly  had  the  rear  (^f  our  regiment  left  the  ramp. 
when  the  advance  tn^opers  of  the  eueniy  appeared,  and 
s.»me  of  the  laggards  including  otHcors'  servants,  escape<l 
ca})ture  with  difficulty.  After  a  few  hours  marching, 
the  brigade  reached  a  }>oiiit  near  (^aines'  Mill  when' 
position  in  line  of  battle  was  immediately  taken. 

The  rnh  and  10th  Xew  York,  comprising  Warren  s 
command  (the  1st  Connecticut  Artillery  having  been  de- 
tached), now  lay  on  a  sli'jflit  rise  of  ground,  the  Tenth 
]tein<_r  oil  the  left  of  tli.'  ."ith,  with  no  connection  on  our 
own  immediate  left  dank  which  could  be  observed  by  us 
through  the  woods  in  that  direction,  alth.jugli  the  piekei 
line  imnu'diately  -<ent  out  undoubtedly  connecred  with 
<iritrHrs  briu^ide  of  ^lorelfs  division.  Xext  on  the  left 
of  Gritlin  came  IMartindah-'s,  and  tlien  IbitterlieldV  l.ri- 
•_'ade,  also  of  MorelTs  division.  ( >ri  the  riglit  of  WairiMi's 
l.ri-ade  came  tiie  two  bri-ade-  of  re-uhir  troops.  ']"hi^ 
was  the  first  line,  and  it  was  supported  by  ^IcCall's  divi- 
sion, which  had  borne  the  brunt  of  the  fighting  the  .lay 
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previous.  Of  this  command  Reynold's  brigade  was  in 
rear  of  Sykes\  covering  the  approaclies  from  Cold  Har- 
bor, and  Meade's  brigade  was  formed  in  tiie  low  ground 
on  the  left.  Seymour's  brigade  was  in  resei-ve  further 
to  the  rear.  Gen.  P.  St.  George  Cooke,  commanding  tive 
squadrons  of  the  5th  and  two  of  the  1st  United  States 
Cavalry,  with  three  squadrons  of  the  6th  Pennsylvania 
(Rush's  Lancers),  posted  his  command  in  rear  of  the 
left,  near  the  Chickahominy.  The  artillery  of  the  corps, 
between  sixty  and  seventy  guns,  was  stationed  on  com- 
manding ground,  at  intervals  from  the  right  to  the  left 
of  the  line. 

The  general  position  which  Porter  had  taken  up  for 
resistance  was  well  chosen,  on  a  range  of  heights  between 
Cold  Harbor  and  the  Chickahominy.  The  line  of  battle 
formed  the  arc  of  a  circle,  covering  the  apj»roaches  to  the 
bridges  which  connected  the  right  wing  with  tlie  troops 
on  the  south  side  of  the  river.  The  left  (^lorelTs  di- 
vision) rested  on  a  wooded  blutf,  which  rose  abruptly 
from  a  deep  ravine  leading  down  to  the  Chickahominy, 
and  s})reading  out  fan-shaped  as  it  approached  the  stream. 
The  right  (Sykes'  division),  posted  in  woods  and  clear- 
ings, extended  to  the  rear  of  Cold  Harbor.  Tlie  ground, 
generally  open  in  front,  was  bounded  on  the  side  of  the 
Confederate  ap])roacli  bv  a  wood  u  itli  lU'Use  and  tauirled 
undergrowth,  and  traversed  by  the  sIulTumsIi  stream  which 
foraied  the  bed  of  the  ravine  on  the  Ktr. 

An  o]>en  field  lay  in  front  of  tlu-  position  occupied 
by  Warren's  l»rigade.  .Just  in  the  rear  of  tlie  Tenth 
New  York  ^'olnllteer•<  was  ;i  sniall  riiiiht  of  water,  wliich 
a  majoritv  of  [\io  wy\ui,ur  iiimu  ili:itel\-  took  :id\anrage 
of,  refresiiing  tluin^elves  with  a  ^('o.l  wa^h,  uliirli  went 
a  great  way  towards  raising  their  spirits  after  the  restless 
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night  and  the  succeeiling  hurried  inarch.  Then  tires 
were  lit  in  the  hollow  along  the  run,  and  eotfee  prepared, 
followed  by  the  never  absent  pipe.  "While  thus  engaged, 
orders  were  received  to  pile  the  knajisacks  in  heaps,  and 
shortly  afterwards  wagons  came  from  the  rear  and,  quick- 
ly gathering  theni  up,  the  teamsters  si)ed  tlieir  way  back, 
just  escaping  two  or  three  shells  \\hich  came  whirring 
over  from  the  direction  of  the  hills  around  Gaines'  Mill. 
There  were  some  shrewd  thinkers  in  the  regiment,  how- 
ever, and  these  quietly  clung  to  their  knapsacks,  in  which 
Avere  packed  all  their  army  possessions.  A  week  after- 
wards, when  thousands  of  soldiers  were  lamenting  the 
loss  of  the  knapsacks  which,  in  obedience  to  directions, 
they  had  trusted  to  tlu^  quartermasters,  the  men  Avho 
had  retained  them  throughout  the  campaign  were  en- 
abled to  enjoy  a  change  of  under-clothing,  which  nine- 
tenths  of  them  were  deprived  of  by  a  foolish  order. 

About  one  o'clock  the  enemy  threw  his  line  forward, 
shielded  by  a  belt  of  woods  on  the  cilge  of  Avliich  were 
posted  a  company  of  the  5th  Xew  York  as  skirmish- 
ers. Fire  was  opened  u])on  the  Rebel  advance  by  Ed- 
ward's Battery,  near  the  right  of  "Warren's  brigade,  tlie 
enemy  rej)lyi!ig  from  several  batteries  advantageously 
posted,  and  causing  some  loss  in  the  brigade,  which  was 
now  lying  tlat  for  protection.  A  battery  immediately 
in  thej-ear  of  the  Tenth  aNo  ojiened  tii'e  upon  the  enemy 
a\1k»,  by  this  tinu",  had  advancetl  his  >kirmisliers  throiii^h 
the  belt  of  woods,  driving  in  those  of  the  Fifth  New  York. 
Several  casualties  ociurred  in  the  Tenth  fnjm  the  enemy's 
artilh'ry  and  sharpshooters,  and  also  from  the  premature 
exph,,iuii  of  slielU  from  the  hatt(  i-y  behind  u>.  Lieut. 
T.iit  .Hid  Sergl.-Maj.  \Vih-o\  were  atnoii^--  those  injui-. d 
by   fragments  of  shell.       This  .sulVerinix    I'rom   two   tir^s 
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caused  considerable  restlessness  and  dodging  among 
the  men.  Some  of  our  soldiers  persisted  in  exposing 
themselves  in  order  to  obtain  shots  at  the  Rebels,  and 
Private  Edward  Nugent,  of  Company  PI,  Mas  thus 
instantly  killed  by  a  sharjtshooter — having  risen  from  a 
lying  posture  to  obtain  a  fair  shot  at  a  conspicuous  gray 
coat.  Soon  after  this  a  change  of  line  was  made,  the 
National  Zouaves  moving  by  the  left  flank,  and  forming 
line  in  the  woods  formerly  on  their  left.  This  new 
position  of  the  regiment  was  somewhat  at  a  right  angle 
to  the  former  one,  and  nearer  to  the  enemy. 

It  was  now  perhaps  two  o'clock,  and  but  an  instant 
passed  before  the  Rebel  lines  were  descried  advancing 
from  the  wood  across  the  open  square  of  cleared  ground, 
and  towards  the  oth  New  York.  They  came  at  a  double- 
<juick  pace  and  M'ith  l<»ud  yells,  a  portion  at  the  same 
time  coming  through  the  forest  upon  the  position  held 
by  the  Tenth.  The  National  Zouaves  immediately  de- 
livered a  galling  tire  upon  the  Rebels  advancing  across 
the  field,  and,  at  the  same  time,  engaged  those  who 
were  nearly  upon  them  in  the  heavy  timber.  The  con- 
test in  these  woods  was  tierce  for  a  time,  each  company 
of  our  regiment  coming  in  for  its  full  share  in  the  action. 
It  was  the  tirst  battle  for  us.  an<l  the  niaunor  in  which 
the  wings  (,>f  the  regiment  were  d<Mibled  aii'l  lap)»ed  over 
each  other,  whU  the  utter  iTnpt^sibility  of  keeping  the 
line  intact,  in  e(»nsei|Uenee  of  its  peculiar  formation  and 
the  converging  lire  of  both  musketry  and  artillery,  was 
a  novelty  to  those  who  had  often  iniagine<I  the  command 
\n  battle  (ln'<>(Ml  ;is  if  on  ],:ira<le.  The  aA^'V  com]. any  (I) 
tire.l  it^  tii--t  v.'iicy  with  thr  trnut  rank  kneeling,  and 
at  that  in-tant  ('>'V]>.  \ViIliani  Marruii.  who  had  jii>r 
returned    from   ho>j.ital,    received   a  bullet    through  his 
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heart,  the  fire  of  the  advancing  Rebels  heinix  simulta- 
neous with  our  own.  They  seemed  persistent  in  their  en- 
deavor to  clear  the  woods,  our  now  somewhat  broken 
regiment  making  equally  persevering  efforts  to  force 
back  their  advancing  lines,  and  in  these  to  and  fro  move- 
ments the  combatants  more  than  once  came  in  close  con- 
tact. Private  William  A.  "Williams,  of  Com]>any  A,  was 
mortally  wounded  by  a  bayonet  in  one  of  these  encoun- 
ters, the  regiment  thus  losinsj  one  of  its  bravest  and 
most  enthusiastic  members  and  the  country  a  most  de- 
voted servant. 

The  comjianies  on  the  left  flank  suffered  considerably 
from  tliat  direction,  while  from  the  fields  to  the  front 
came  a  rain  of  bullets  and  a  confusion  of  ear-piercing 
yells  from  the  Confederate  soldiers.  All  this  happened  in 
a  very  few  minutes. 

Duryee's  Zouaves  charged  gallantly  across  the  cleared 
space  upon  the  advancing  Rebels,  and  hurled  them  back 
to  the  belt  of  woods,  advancing  their  colors  to  the  point 
where  the  enemy  first  a]>peart'<l.  A  forward  rush  of  the 
Tenth  aliTiost  cleared  the  enemy  from  our  own  portion 
of  the  woods,  and  now  the  brigade  reformed  as  ptr- 
fectly  as  possible  in  its  advanced  position,  stretching 
nearly  across  the  fields  from  the  woods  on  the  left  to 
tliose  on  the  right.  Fn-sh  attacks  made  by  the  heavy 
force  of  tlu-  enemy  were  successfully  met  and  repulsed 
by  the  two  New  York  reiiiiueiits.  now  reint'oreed  by  the 
^>th  U.  S.  Infantry,  ^Foreirs  division  un  our  left  and  the 
regular  brigade  ti.  the  right  also  receiving  and  repulsing 
continued  a>-saults.=*= 

•  The  L•.-'|■;•s],^ni;clU  ■-,(  [he  Ciminnati  Co/nufrci.i/  ihns  ric-cribcs  the  coiil'ict 
•n  this  portion  uf  the  line:  "A^'ain  he  i;a;herf;(.l  hi>  cohimns.  >iipp.  rtcd  them  by 
fresh  trcoj's  ;  .ngaiii   adv.inccd,  exteiiJiiig  hib  lines  as  if  to  llank  our  right,  inu  re- 
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Many  of  the  bravest  and  most  daring  of  the  Tenth 
had  fallen  during  this  mortal  struggle,  and  the  regiment 
had  been  considerably  scattered  during  the  combat  in 
the  woods  and  in  the  subsequent  movements.  The  field 
officers  of  the  regiment  were  present  at  almost  every 
point  and  active  in  inciting  the  command  to  a  brave  and 
faithful  performance  of  its  duty.  Capts.  Winchester 
Briggsand  Hopper  wei*e  also  conspicuous  in  these  etforts. 
Ca})t.  Briggs  and  Lieut.  Jas.  R.  Smith  were  wounded 
during  the  action.  The  attack  of  the  enemy  upon  this 
portion  of  the  line,  though  admirably  arranged,  had  been 
completely  frustrated.  The  repulse  was  fully  acknow- 
ledged by  Gen.  A.  P.  Hill,  who  commanded  the  Rebel 
forces  in  the  vicinity  of  Gaines'  ]Mill.  Gen.  Maxcy 
Gregg's  brigade,  composed  of  five  South  Carolina  regi- 
ments, made  the  first  attack  and  suffered  a  terrible  loss. 
Guernsey  says,  while  writing  of  this  charge:  "Of  this 
regiment  (the  1st  South  Carolina  Volunteers)  its  colonel, 
Marshall,  reports:  '  In  that  charge  we  sustained  a  loss  of 
70  killed,  '^ril  wounded,  and  58  missing.  ICarly  on  the 
morning  after  the  battle  I  made  a  detail  from  each  com- 
pany to  bury  their  deatl,  and  so  severe  was  the  work  of 
death  in  some  of  the  companies  that  it  took  the  detail  all 
day  to  bury  their  dead,  and  of  those  missing  in  the  morn- 
ing all  but  four  rejoined  their  regiment.'  "  * 

newed  the  attack  with  greater  ferocity  than  ever,  to  be  again  repuUcd  with  terrible 
slaughter.  Syke-,'  regulars  and  Warren's  brigade,  in  which  are  the  l)iiryee  Zouaves 
and  Hendix's  Tenth  New  York  Regiment,  played  a  brilliant  part  in  this  portion  of 
the  engagement." 

Compte  de  Pari-,  Vol.  II.,  p.  96,  says:  "  Hill  w.as  repulsed  by  the  right  of  Mo- 
rell's  cIivi^inn  .ind  by  the  brii;adc-  fi  the  vuivg  and  vali.int  Warren."  Lossing, 
Vol.  I.,  p.  +.-i,says;  "A.  V.  Hill  attacke.l  at  two,  v.  M.  The  brunt  of  the  attack  leil 
upon  Svkcs'  division,  who  threw  the  ass.dlants  b.i?  k  in  great  confusion  and  with 
he,vy  bss." 

•  I>aven(>'>rt  1  "  jtli  New  Xork  Volunteers"  1  quotes  the  fuiouiug  excerpt  from 
the  report  of  the  Rebel  1  .cu.  A.  1'.  Hill,  who  commanded  twenty-six  regiment*  and 
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The  artillery  along  Gen.  Sykes'  position  played  havoc 
in  the  Rebel  ranks  while  the  attacks  Avere  being  niade> 
throwing  grape  and  shrapnel  into  the  advancing  lines  at 
short  range,  and  contributing  materially  to  the  discom- 
fiture of  the  enemy  at  this  point. 

The  brigade  of  AVarren  was  at  length  relieve<lby  that 
of  Gen.  Reynolds,  of  McCall's  division,  and  the  Tenth 
was  j»laced  in  support  of  the  battery  posted  just  in  rear 
of  our  first  position  along  the  little  stream.  In  spite  of 
the  repulse  in  front  of  Sykes,  the  enemy  were  steadily 
e.xtending  their  lines.  Our  brigade  very  soon  moved 
again  to  support  another  battery,  and,  as  the  after- 
noon wore  on,  made  several  stands  and  advances,  suffer- 
ing an  additional  loss  from  the  now  concentrated  Rebel 
fire,  as  the  numerous  and  largely  reinforced  divisions  of 
the  enemy  gradually  closed  in  around  Porters  almost 
isolated  corps  and  forced  it  back  towards  the  Chicka- 
hominy.  Battery  after  battery  was  compelled  to  limber 
up  and  move  rapidly  off  as  the  Coiifedc'ratc  thousands 
pressed  onward.* 

NIX  b.-itterie>i,  distributed  in  six  brigades:  "  I  had  delayed  the  attack  until  I  could 
hear  from  Longstreet,  and  this  now  occurring,  the  order  was  given.  This  was  about 
half-pa-st  two,  p.  M.  ;  Gregg,  then  Branch,  then  Anderson  successively  became 
engaged.  Branch  being  hard  pressed,  Pender  was  sent  to  his  relief.  Field  and  .Ar- 
cher were  also  directed  to  do  their  part  in  this  murderous  contest.  *  •  * 
* '■'♦^Sg  having  before  him  (what  he  pleases  to  mention  asl  the  v.aunted  zouavesand 
Svkes"  regulars.  Gen.  .Maxcy  Gregg's  brigade  in  .■*d%ance  made  the  handsomest 
ch.irgc   I  have  seen  during  the  war." 

*  Swinton's  "  Army  of  the  Potomac,  "  p.  t  :;i  :  "And  thus  it  happened,  that 
wliile,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Chickahuininy,  thirty  thou>uul  Union  troop-,  were 
being  a-.sailed  by  seventy  thousand  Confederates,  twenty  -five  thous;ind  Confede- 
rates on  the  south  side  held  in  check  sixty  thousand  Uni-Mi  troops  !  When  there- 
l"rr,  l.ec,  with  all  hisdivisiuu,  in  hand,  made  a  general  ..dvance,  it  w,ai  with  an 
"vvrwhchning  weight  and  i  rc^^uro.  The  right  lu.ld  its  ground  with  much  stub- 
boriiiic-s,  repulsing  every  ailj.  k.  I'hat  wing  was  held  by  Sykes'  division  of  rcgu- 
Ur-  in.l  Griffin's  brigade,  and  wa-  =ubse;|uciu!y  r.  Ii.fo.xed  by  P.artlett'-.  brig.ide. 
ol  ^i.  njum's  division." 

l.>avenport,  in  his  "  :ith  New  Vork  Volunteer^,"  speaking  of  the  action  of  the 
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The  sun  was  setting  and  still  the  fires  of  hattle  raged 
on  the  front  and  right  of  Porter,  while  even  on  the  left 
the  steady  nearing  of  musketry  and  artillery  told  that 
his  connections  with  the  bridges  across  the  Chickahominy 
were  heing  threatened.  Slocum's  division  of  Franklin's 
coqjs  had  been  promised  to  Porter  by  Gen.  McClellan, 
but  it  was  after  four  o'clock  when  these  troops  crossed  the 
Chickahominy  to  the  support  of  the  Fifth  Corps.  Then 
the  Xew  Jersey  brigade  was  moved  to  the  assistance 
of  Sykes,  or  really  to  the  direct  support  of  the  l)rigades 
of  Reynolds  and  Seymour,  which  had  taken  the  place  of 
our  own  brigade  and  other  regiments  of  Sykes'  divi- 
sion. Slocum's  other  troops  were  assigned  to  strengthen 
different  portions  of  the  line.  But  these  fresh  regi- 
ments were  in  their  turn  overwhelmed  and  driven  back. 
At  about  five  o'clock  the  enemy  advanced  determinedly 
against  the  centre  and  left,  and  our  brigade  Avas  hurried 
forward  to  assist  in  repelling  the  charge,  which  was  this 
time  checked. 

The  aspect  had  assumed  a  formidable  aiid  almost  des- 
perate >hape  to  the  fagged  and  jaded  veterans  of  Sykes, 
when  welcome  cheers  from  Northern  throats  broke  ujton 
the  air  from  the  left,  and  were  answered  in  a  ringing 
manner  by  the  men  of  the  Tenth  and  Fifth.  Two  bri- 
gades of  Kichardson's  division  had  crossed  the  river, 
and  the  hearty  shouts  ^,f  rSfcnglier's  Irivh  regiment^,  as 
they  chargi'd  ui>on  the  advancing  Rebels,  put  fresh 
spirits  Intr.  tlic  hearts  of  the  troo]is  who  had  so  gallantly 
resisted  o\erwhelming  mmibers  during  the  afternoon. 

brigade  in  supi-ri  of  Plan's  l;;ittc:>-.  s.iy< :  "  The  aoiih!c-^lu.tl<;J  giiiis  of  Platts 
.ind  ('.rifnn's  liautries  were  p.Miriiv^  dcatHy  Jischar^es  nf  eani-tcr  into  ihe  m.-Lsscs  of 
the  cncniy.  Th«  rci;ii!ars.ind  the  itih  N.  w  York,  of  Sl<.cuni's  divi-ion,  wore  deU- 
vering  terrible  volleys  to  chick  thwir  (.iiscls,  and  the  remnants  of  tlie  jth  nnd  Tenth 
New  York  .idded  their  fire.'" 
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The  enemy  seemed  noAV  to  perceive  iliat  they  ^ver-^ 
being  confronted  by  fresh  soldiers,  ainl,  .iTu'r  an  eiiori 
or  two  more,  they  halted  on  the  field  so  dJf^.'^'iltly  won. 
from  our  troops.* 

Gen.  Porter  immediately  took  advnutii'j:':  of  the  lull 
in  the  combat  to  reconstruct  his  liiu-,  (4t^'l.  Sykes'  di- 
vision being  drawn  entirely  in  from  the  riuht,  and  joined 
on  the  left  by  the  remnant  of  Morell's  hri-a-les.  This 
was  on  the  high  grouTid  commanding:;  tt'.c  bridge^. 
French's  and  Meagher's  brigades  were  sii'l  on  the  low 
ground  to  the  left,  and  Slocuru's  division  was  divider! 
along  the  front. 

The  National  Zouaves  nmnbered  about  575  officers 
and  men  when  the  battle  commenced.  Of  this  number 
it  is  estimated  that  a  few  over  one  hundred  ^^•ere  killed, 
wounded  and  taken  prisoners.  The  following  were 
killed  or  died  of  wounds  received: 

Company  A  :  Private  William  A.  Wiili;ims. 

Company  B:  Corp.  Ennnett  McClenhun  Privates 
John  W.  Smith  and  Dwiglit  J.  AHieeler. 

Company  E  :  Private  Thouuis  Seunion. 

Company  II :  Private  E<lward  Nugent. 


*  Rel.^ting  to  tht;  action  taken  by  Sykis' division  during  the  la'ter  portion  of 
the  d.iy,  Comptede  Paris  says.  Vol.  H.p.  !>>:>:  "At  six  P.  M.,  J.i>-l^son  attacked  with 
forty  thousand  men.  Ewell  nttackeJ  the  rt-jjiUars,  who  r.iaae  it  a  point  of  h'l.cr 
never  to  yield  before  volunteers,  wh.itever  may  be  their  n.injbers."  Ta^e  102  :  At- 
tacked in  front  and  nicn.iced  in  tl.ink.  Syl<e■^'  fell  back,  defendii.?  the  ground  f.X't  by 
foot  :  the  regulars  do  not  allow  Hill  to  pvj^h  iiis  s-.iccess  alon„-  .tie  road  leading  fror.i 
Cold  Harbor  to  Dispatch  Station,  by  which  he  could  have  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the 
enemy.  Fearfully  reduced  as  they  are.  they  care  less  for  the  losses  they  have  sus- 
tained than  for  the  riortilication  of  yielding;  to  volunteers. "  P.t^e  to; :  "Stuart.  iie.>r 
C<.!d  Harbor,  does  not  know  how  to  nuke  l-.is  e.rcellent  troo-,s  play  the  part  wbi' h 
.<i  pertains  to  cavalry  on  the  eve  of  vi.:irry ;  he  allows  hiiu-rlt'tj  Im  h.^Ul  back  by 
the  rrsohite  stand  of  the  re;4ulars  and  seme  few  hundred  inen  b.-.irinjj  the  flags  of 
Warren's  bricaJe." 
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Coni]>:i!^y  1  :  Sorgt.  TJiomus  IMeCullougli;  Corp.  Wil- 
liam 31an\';  . 

Conip.nr.  Tv  :  Private  J,^mo^5  !McVey. 

Total-  li.- 

The  sn'io''^''-uore  muskets  of  the  regiment  did  effect- 
ive servic  d'.it.'ig  tlie  aclioii,  and  althougli  we  had  so 
persistently  wM  .,•,•  for  the  ivrniingtou  rifles  with  which 
the  right,  an.'!  'ci'':  companies  only  had  been  armed  while 
in  Fort  rviomot-,  it  Avas  now  proven  that  "  huck-and-hall" 
cartridge.^,  i-;ouj-h  not  elTeetive  at  long  rangu,  were 
reliable  :;:id  rUivlly  at  con\paratively  close  quarters. 
"Within  a  i«  .v  nu'iiths  we  received  the  Springfield  rifled 
musket  iu  c\(.-tiaiige  ;  but  ilicre  were  regiments  in  the 
x\.rmy  of  ti  i'  P<-t.,]aac  that  canied  the  old  smooth-bores 
until  th<^  i'li.-v'  of  The  war,  and  chose  them  iu  iireferenee 
to  tlie  rit^.'. 

The  p.-';:  n  <'f  Dnry^'N  Zouaves  at  the  C(unmence- 
ment  of  ll"  i-alili-  was  more  exposed  than  that  of  the 
Tenth,  awd  .L;it  brave  comuirsTid  made  a  splendid  ad- 
vaiu'e  in  tin'  vriy  U'cth  of  the  enemy's  tire — tiie  shoAvy 
uniform  v\'  i-.il  ;ii!il  Ijlue  making  each  man  a  conspicuous 
mark.  1"i;i'if  lo>s  during  the  day  was  100,  in  killed, 
wounded  .••i!i1  missing. 

Darkiie-.-  ]:..d  at  length  ])Ul  an  end  to  the  conflict, 
Avhich  h.afi  iaj-«  d  the  entire  afternoon,  and  silence  settled 
upon  the  ><-ene  of  bloodsiied,  liroken  occasionally  by  the 
shots  of  -xiiini-liiTs,  who  diligentlv  guarded  flu-  lines  of 
p:ielt  arinv.  1!  .t  the  veil  "1"  night  co\dd  not  t'onceal  the 
dea<l  U|M'!'  he  lini^ides  and  in  the  glades  of  the  thick 
fore-ts:  n(.t  ■■■mid  it  ease  tl.u.'  agonies;  of  l!;e  thousand- 
of  wound'.  1    'Hell  v.'ho  Were   lying  wlu're  they  fell   or  in 

♦  The  n.ii.vi  .if  the  missing  (not  li».uJ  fiom)  ami  an  iiicoiupictc  list  of  the 
w  unvied  wi'A  lie  •'mia!  im  ihc  .\ppeniJi.\. 
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tlie  crowded  precincts  of  the  hospitals.  Hundreds  of  the 
sufferers  Avere  being  rapidly  loaded  into  ambulances  and 
ammunition  wagons  and  transporte<l  towards  \Voodl)ury 
Bridge  and  across  the  Chickahominy. 

The  Fifth  Corps  had  for  hours  withstood  alone  the 
assaults  of  a  force  aggregating,  towards  night,  between 
sixty  and  seventy  thousand  men,  ami,  at  the  close,  witli 
the  aid  of  the  two  supporting  divisions,  had  caused  the 
soldiers  of  Jackson  and  Lee  to  halt.  Twenty-two  can- 
non fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  the  horses  being 
killed  or  wounded.  Including  the  reinforcements,  tlie 
troops  under  Porter  numbered  about  33,000. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  Gen.  McClellan's 
dispatch  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated  at  Savage's 
Station,  12.-20,  a.  m.,  June  -^Sth. 

"I  now  know  the  Avholu  lii>t()ry  of  the  day.  On  this  sich^  of 
the  river,  the  right  bank,  we  repulsed  several  strong  attacks;  on 
the  left  bank  our  men  did  all  that  soldiers  could  accomplish: 
but  they  were  overwhelmed  l)y  v;i-;tly  superior  numbers  soon  after 
I  had  brought  my  last  reserves  into  action.  The  loss  on  both 
sides  is  terrible;  I  believe  it  will  prove  to  Ijc  the  most  desperate 
battle  of  the  war.  The  .^^ad  remnants  of  my  m(;n  behave  as  men; 
those  battalions  who  fought  most  bravely,  and  sidTered  most,  are 
still  in  the  best  order.  .My  regulars  were  sui)erb,  and  I  count  niwn 
what  are  left  to  turn  another  battle,  in  company  with  their  L'-allant 
comrades  of  the  volunteers.  Ilail  I  twenty  thousand,  or  even  ten 
thou>and  fresh  troops,  to  use  tojnorrow,  I  could  take  Itichmond; 
but  I  have  not  a  man  in  reserve,  and  shall  be  glad  to  cover  my  re- 
treat and  save  the  material  and  personel  of  the  army.  If  we  li;ive 
lost  the  day,  we  have  yet  preserved  our  honor,  and  no  one  nerd 
blush  for  the  Army  of  the  Potomac." 

During  the  niglit,  Pnrtci's  corps,  with  the  troops 
whicli  ha<l  lieeii  sent  to  its  ;issistance,  crossed  the  Chicka- 
hominy an<l  bivouacked  upt)n  the  south  side.  Sykes' 
division  was  the  last  to  cross,  destroving  the  bridge. 
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REPORT  OF  COL.  G.  K.  WARREN,  * 

Co>rMANDi>G  Third  Brigade,  Second  Ditision,  Fifth  Corps, 
OF  THE  Battle  of  Gaixes'  :Mill. 

Headquarters  Third  Brigade,  Stkes'  Division, 
Porter's  Corps,  July  4th,  1SG2. 

Sir:— I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  this  brigade 
from  June  :i6th  to  July  3d,  1SG2. 

The  brigade  consisted,  on  the  2Cth  ultimo,  of  the  oth  Xew  York 
Yohmteers,  commanded  by  Lieut. -Col.  Dun,-ea,  numbering  about 
four  hundred  and  fifty  effective  men  for  duty,  and  of  the  Tenth 
New  York  Yohmteers,  commanded  by  Col.  Bendix,  numbering 
about  five  hundred  and  seventy-five  men  for  duty.  The  1st  Con- 
necticut, Col.  Tyler,  had  been  relieved  from  my  command  for 
duty  with  the  heavy  artillery. 

The  conflict  having  begun  on  the  right  of  our  army,  at  Me- 
chanicsville,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  2(Uh  ultimo,  we  were  ordered 
out  with  the  rest  of  the  division,  and  remained  in  line  of  battle  all 
night.  At  half-past  two,  a.  m..  on  the  27th,  we  marched  Inick,  as 
directed,  and  took  up  our  line  so  as  to  defend  the  crossing  of 
Gaines'  Creek,  while  the  trains  and  artillery  elTected  a  passage. 
This  liaving  been  accomplished,  we  again  marched  forward  to  a 
new  position,  about  half  a  mile  from  the  last,  where  it  had  been 
determined  lo  prevent  the  further  advance  of  the  enemy. 

The  line  assigned  to  my  l)rigadc,  forming  the  kft  of  the  di- 
vision, had  its  left  resting  upon  a  forest,  which,  I  was  informed, 
was  held  by  Griflin's  brigade,  and  our  lino  of  battle  was  in  an  opeu 
plowed  field,  along  a  gentle  slope,  in  a  measure  hiding  us  from  the 
ob.sen-atiou  of  the  em  my,  though  atTording  but  little  >helter  from 
distant  curved  firing.  In  front  of  us,  distant  from  two  himdred 
to  three  hundred  yards,  was  a  lielt  of  woods,  growing  in  a  ravine, 
through  openings  of  which  a  view  could  be  had  of  an  extensive, 
open  field  beyond.  These  woods  I  occupied  with  a  company  of 
the  5th  New  York  Yohmteers  as  skirmishers.  From  three  hun- 
dred to  four  Iiuiidreil  yards  to  the  riiiht  of  my  line  was  ;mother 
forest  bordering  the  open  field,  and  running  nearly  in  a  direction 
perpendicular  to  our  lino.     This  I  guarded  by  a  company  of  the 


•  From  Davcnporl's  "  History  of  ihc  51I1  New  \ork  \'ohintcer^.'' 
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otli  Xe%v  York  Volunteers,  deployed  as  skirmishers.  Maj.  Clit7,"s 
battalion  of  the  12th  Regular  lufautry  was  on  my  right,  on  a  line 
near]}-  perpendicular  to  mine,  with  a  large  interval  between  u  s. 
Our  artillery  was  posted  to  the  rear  and  to  the  left  of  my  line. 

Abo\it  half-past  ten  o'clock,  a.  m.,  these  arrangements  were 
complete,  and  we  waited  the  approach  of  the  enemy.  Tlie  weather 
was  very  waiiu. 

About  half-past  twelve,  p.  m.,  the  enemy  forced  the  passage  of 
Gaines'  Creek  near  the  mill,  and,  cheering  as  they  came,  appeared 
in  force  at  a  distance  in  the  open  tield  beyond  the  wooded  ravine 
in  my  front. 

About  one  o'clock,  r.  m.,  they  advanced  in  several  lines,  and.  at 
my  request,  Captain  Edwards  brought  up  a  section  of  his  battery 
on  my  right,  and  opened  on  them,  and  a  tierce  tire  was  carried  on 
betv,-een  them  over  our  heads,  in  which  we  suffered  considerably. 
Capt.  Edwards  steadily  kept  up  his  tire,  though  opposed  by  seve- 
ral batteries,  till  the  enemy  having  driven  in  our  line  of  skir- 
mishers, I  advised  him  to  retire.  The  enemy  now  advanced  sharp- 
shooters to  the  edge  of  the  woods  to  pick  off  our  artillerj-men, 
posted  behind  us,  but  our  riHe-tiring  compelled  them  to  retire. 

One  of  our  batteries  having  opened  with  shrapnel,  the  prema- 
ture explosion  of  these  shells  behind  us  caused  so  much  loss  that  I 
was  compelled  to  change  my  line  i>y  throwing  the  rigiit  to  the  rear 
along  the  road,  and  the  left  more  towards  the  enemy,  and  along  the 
woods  to  our  left. 

The  enemy's  tire  ceasing  for  a  time,  our  artillery  also  ceased, 
and  there  was  a  lull,  so  that  we  l)egan  to  think  the  enemy  had  re- 
tired. But  luiderthe  shelter  of  the  woods  he  had  formed  acohinin 
to  attack  the  i)nsiti()n  occupied  by  Maj.  Clitz,  to  the  right  of  my 
first  position,  and  as  so(jn  as  it  appeared  the  rai>id  tiring  of  our 
artillery  di<per-ed  it  in  a  few  moments.  A'zain  there  was  a  lidl, 
but  this  time  he  had  i)lanned  hi-;  attack  on  the  position  occupied 
by  my.-elf.  and  where  our  artillery  could  not  be  useil  without  en- 
dangering >is. 

I  should  thitd-;  it  was  now  nr-irly  three  o'clock.  v.M.  Suddenly 
a  n-Ldmenf  bui-t  from  the  \\  ood-  wiiii  loud  yelN,  advancinii:  ai 
<lotible-(iui(k  upon  us.  Tlie  .")th  .\ew  "i'ork  Volunteers,  which  lia<i 
been  drawn  l)acU  to  be  out  of  the  tire  of  our  own  artillery,  mpidly 


F^^PV 


102  THE    NATIONAL    ZOUAVES. 

reformed  to  meet  them  on  our  lirst  position.  The  enemy  received 
a  portion  of  the  tire  of  tlie  Tenth  Xew  York  Volunteers  as  he 
came  rapidly  on.  and  when  he  neared  the  oth  ZS'ew  York  Volun- 
teers we  charucd  hack,  ruining  his  charge  into  a  Hight,  killing  and 
wounding  nearly  all  of  those  who  fled.  This  charge  of  the  enemy 
had  also  been  accompanied  by  a  vigorous  attack  on  our  position  in 
tl)e  woods,  and  as  we  advanced  we  received  a  heavy  lire  from  the 
enemy  stationed  in  them.  Our  men,  nothing  daunted,  continued 
to  advance,  and  drove  them  from  it.  The  brigade  was  re-formed 
(as  well  as  the  confusion  produced  by  this  charge  would  allow)  in 
its  first  position,  and  again  it  successfully  repulsed  the  advance  of 
the  enemy,  drivins:  him  back  to  the  woods  in  fiont,  up  to  which 
point  the  colors  of  the  ."ith  2sew  York  were  twice  carried.  During 
this  part  of  the  tight,  the  artillery  on  both  sides  was  silent.  The 
enemy  continued  to  throw  forward  fresh  troops.  The  gallant  and 
lamented  ^Maj.  Clitz  engaged  them  on  the  right. 

The  (Jth  Eegular  Infantry  came  to  reinforce  me,  and  I  placed 
them  in  position.  General  Reynolds  also  came  up  now  with  his 
brigade,  and  I  withdrew  my  shattered  regiments.  Besides  the  ex- 
haustion of  the  men  from  their  etTorts,  and  the  bad  condition  of 
the  arms  from  the  tiring  we  had  <lone,  about  one  hundred  and  forty 
of  tlie  r)th  ^Tcw  York  Voluntet-rs.  and  about  fifty  of  the  Tenth 
Xew  York  Voluiueers,  were  killed  and  wounded. 

The  battle  had  now  become  general  all  along  uur  lines,  and  the 
artillery  had  resumed  its  lire.  I  took  up  a  po>ition  supporting  a 
twenty-pounder  battery,  just  to  the  rear  of  the  tirst  position,  and 
maintained  it,  though  sutTering  eontiiuially  from  the  enemy's  tire, 
which  now  reached  all  parts  of  the  field.  To  our  left  was  the  11th 
U.  S.  Infantry,  also  supporting  batteries.  Towards  evening  the 
enemy  succeeded  in  Ir.icjng  back  the  division  on  our  left,  when 
the  batteries  we  snpiH.rlid  were  withdrawn,  we  throwing  in  all 
the  firf  our  diniiiii>hfd  niimbcT>  Avculd  permit.  Wc  heie  witnessed 
the  tirm  stand  of  tin-  Utli  U  S.  Infantry  on  our  left,  and  the  charire 
of  tlie  2d  U.  S.  Infantry  on  our  ri'.dit.  The  advance  of  the  enemy 
on  our  front  was  tlniv  i  llKtuillv  checked.  Wi- then  took  up  a 
p(.-ition  suppoilin.:  ..iir  <•!"  tlu-  b.Utt  ric-  lUuUr  t'apl.  ri;iil.  which 
[u-ition  \\e  uKiintaiiud  lill  ^lalknc^s  put  an  end  to  th<-  liring,  and 
tlieb;'.ltery  was  \viliidra\vn. 


COL,    WAiniEX's    KEPOKT.  *  10;^ 

We  were  iiuicli  concerned  as  to  tlie  cau^e  of  tlie  eheeriiig 
wiiicli  took  place  in  our  rear,  In-  the  regiments  of  French's  anJ 
Meagher's  brigades,  fearing  lliev  Averc  a  Rebel  foice  that  had  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  in  our  rear.  From  the  beginning  of  the  battle, 
till  night  brought  it  to  a  clo^e,  we  were  almost  constantly  under 
tire,  of  which  fact  I  believe  the  general  was  a  witnf>ss. 

*  *  *  ■K-  *  *  -V  * 

Col.Bendix  has  not  furni-hed  any  report  of  those  distinguished 
for  meritorious  conduct.  1  have  only  to  say  that  tin;  colonel  him- 
self behaved  in  the  most  cool  and  eflicient  mauner,  always  at  his 
post,  always  ready  to  execute  my  orders  with  i>r,), aptness,  and  al- 
ways w^ith  his  legiment  under  tire.  I  must  also  mention  the  gal- 
lant conduct  of  Surg.  Doolittle,  whose  horse  was  killed  under  him 
and  himself  bruised,  but  who  has  been  constantly  with  the  com- 
mand to  this  ilay. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedicni  servant, 
[Signed,]  G.  K.  AV  v  nui:>-, 

Col.  oth  X.  Y.  Vols.,  com.  ^I'ldrd  Brigade. 

LiFXT.  S.vmt:ei,  A.  Fosiek, 
Aide-de-camp,  and 

Act.  Ass't.  Adjt.-Gen..  Sjdces'  DiAi.-,ion. 

Gen.  INfcClclhurs  entire  army  M'as  now  sonth  of  the 
Chiekahoniiny,  and  all  ciiunniinications  Lad  been  severed 
with  Wliito  lIou.se  Landing-,  rendering:  it  iui]>eratively 
necessary  that  the  Army  of  tlie  Potomac  .should  either 
attack  the  enenij-  wlio  renrained  in  tlie  works  hefore 
Richmond  immediately,  or  continue  eii  towards  the 
James  Kiver  and  establish  a  -new  base  o\'  supjilies.  Tlie 
latter  course  had  been  marked  otit  by  McC'lcllan,  and  ho 
decided  to  adhere  to  it,  but  his  action  has  been  severely 
criticised. 

There  were  loft,  prob.-tbjy,  nearly  if  not  quite  ninety 
tiioiisand  men  f<jrdulyin  thr  army  at'ier  the  battle  of 
Gaines'  Mill,  an«l  with  that  l»<i(ly  of  troops  united  south 
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of  the  Chickahominy,  and  the  main  portion  of  the  Rebel 
army  on  the  op}>osite  side,  with  the  bridges  destroyed, 
the  capture  of  Richmond  Avould  seem  to  have  been  a 
more  .than  possible  task.* 

During  the  next  two  days  the  marching  of  Porter's 
corps  was  slow  but  continuous,  and  illuminated  at  night 
with  the  Hames  of  burning  supplies,  while  the  air  Avas 
resonant  with  explosions  of  ammunition,  all  destroyed  to 
prevent  them  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemv. 
At  Savage's  Station,  Mhere  there  were  depots  of  stores 
and  hospitals  filled  with  the  wounded  from  the  battle- 
field of  Gaines'  Mill,  the  scenes  were  scarcely  calculated 
to  cheer  our  jaded  soldiers.  The  spectacle  of  mangled 
men  of  our  own  corps  prone  upon  the  ground  around 
the  hospital  tents,  and  the  wearied,  haggard  and  smoke- 
begrimed  faces  which  looked  up  to  us,  formed  a  sombre 
coloring  to  the  dreary  surroundings  of  tlie  march  ;  while 
the  ceaseless  hurry  and  tumult  of  the  wagons  and  artil- 
lery trains,  all  headed  towards  the  James  River,  added 
to  the  fast  growing  apprehension  (springing  from  rumors 
and  conjectures  heretofore  unheeded)  that  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac  was  really  giving  up  its  blood-bought  posi- 
tion before  Richmond,  and  retreatiuff! 

The  houses  along  the  route  were,  as  a  rule,  strictly 
guarded  by  order  of  Gen.  ]\[cClellan,  possil)ly  to  prevent 
straggling  ;  but  our  footsore  sohliers  generally  attributctl 
it  to  motives  of  mistaken  kiiidiu'ss  towards  their  enemies. 


•  Confederate  Gen.  Maprufier,  in  hl«.  ofTK-ial  report  of  Iiis  participation  in  the 
Seven  Days  strujjjle.  s.iys:  '"From  the  tiinentwhich  the  enemy  withdrew  his  forces 
to  this  side  of  the  Chickahominy  and  destroycil  tlie  bridges,  to  the  moment  of  liis 
cv.iciiati.-n— that  i>,  fr..iii  Friday  iii-ht  until  Stuulay  nv,nuiij;— 1  considered  :h- 
iituation  ofonr  army  as  estremely  critical  and  perilous.  The  larger  p.Ttion  of  it 
was  on  the  oj.pusire  side  of  the  Chickahominy,  »  *  «  ♦  ^nj  there  were 
but  twenty-live  tlunisaiul  men  Ijctweeii  iiis  (McClellan's)  army  of  one  hundred 
thousand  and  Richm  jnd." 
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and  they  made  most  uncomplimentary  criticisms  ujjon 
the  enforcement  of  orders  which  ap})eared  arbitrary 
enough  to  those  whose  business,  generally  interpreted, 
was  to  light  and  destroy.  The  "kid  glove  policy''  was 
scorchinglv  inveighed  against  during  the  mai'ching  and 
fighting  of  the  famous  '"Seven  Days."'  It  is  safe  to  say 
that  the  rank  ajid  tile  never  appreciated  the  policy  of 
wasting  forces  in  protecting  the  pro}>erty  of  those  who 
would  be  active  in  hostile  opposition  immediately  upon 
our  disappearance  from  their  neighborhood. 

At  White  Oak  Swamp  our  regiment,  with  the  .Jth, 
picketed  during  Sunday  night,  guarding  im}»ortant  cross- 
roads, while  the  interminal)le  column  of  baggage  and 
ammunition  wagons,  artillery,  ambulances  and  the  thou- 
sands of  sick  and  wounded  men  able  to  walk,  wound  its 
slow  length  along  the  worn  and  muddy  road  towards  the 
James.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  oOth  (.Monday),  we 
reached  ]\[alvern  Hill. 

This  was  an  elevated  plateau,  about  a  mile  and  one- 
half  by  three-fourths  of  a  mile  in  area,  well  cleared  of 
timber,  and  with  several  converging  roads  running  OAer 
it.  In  front  were  numerous  defensible  ravines,  and  the 
ground  slo])ed  gradually  towards  the  north  and  east  to 
the  woodland,  giving  clear  ranges  for  artillery  in  those 
directions.  Towards  the  northwest  the  plateau  fell  otT 
more  abrujitly  to  a  ravine  extending  to  James  River. 
The  dwelling  which  crowned  the  hill  was  a  (juaint 
structure  of  the  last  century,  Imilt  »(  red  1>rick,  and 
stan<ling  about  a  tiiousand  yards  fnmi  the  river,  com- 
manding a  beautiful  view  of  the  nieandering-s  of  tlie 
.■"tream  for  many  miles.  'I'hv  hon>e  was  stauiling  during 
the  Revolution  and  was  marked  upon  the  map  acoom- 
I'anying  the  early  Knglish  idition  of  •' Tarleton's  Cam- 
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paigns."  Now  it  was  immediately  occupied  as  head- 
quarters of  the  various  corps  and  divisions  rapidly  com- 
ing into  position,  and  the  roof  became  the  abode  of  signal 
otficers,  whose  parti-colored  flags,  waving  swiftly  to  and 
fro,  were  to-morrow  to  be  the  unerring  guide  for  the 
monster  artillery  of  the  gunboats  in  Turkey  Bend. 

After  as>isting  to  collect  the  stragglers  of  the  army, 
of  which  there  were  many  hundreds,  Warren's  brigade 
was  ordered  into  a  piece  of  woods  on  the  left  of  the 
position,  where  line  of  battle  was  formed  and  skirmishers 
advanced.  Here  an  attack  was  made  soon  after  by  the 
Confederate  Gen.  Holmes,  who  had  brought  part  of  a 
division  across  from  the  south  side  of  James  River  to 
Richmond,  and  moved  down  upon  the  river  road,  rein- 
forced by  Gen.  Wise  with  a  ])art  of  his  brigade.  He 
opened  a  fire  of  artillery  on  Warren's  two  regiments, 
but  was  at  once  astonished  by  a  concentrated  fire  from 
several  batteries  stationed  on  ]Malvern  Hill,  which,  with 
the  infantry  fire  from  the  brigade,  caused  him  to  recoil 
in  haste,  abandoning  two  of  his  guns.* 

About  sunset  comparative  stillness  reigned,  although 
the  sound  of  musketry  was  occasionally  heard  to  the 
front,  as  the  last  divisions  of  our  army  gradually  re- 
tired towards  tlie  neAV  position.  Suddenly  there  broke 
from  the  summit  of  the  hill  a  stirring  strain  of  music 
and  crash  of  many  driims.  Those  of  our  regiment  on 
the  picket  posts  near  the  road  north  of  the  woods  looked 

•  McCIellan's  "ReimrK  and  Canipai:;iis,"  ip.  ;6S) :  "At  iboul  this  time,  four, 
p.  M.,  the  enemy  bei;;m  to  appear  in  Gen.  F'orter's  front,  and  at  live  o'clock  advanced 
in  large  force  nj:ainst  his  left  Hank — postiiiii  artillery  undercover  of  a  skirt  of  timber, 
with  a  view  f.  eii.^.i.^e  ..'.ir  Unxe  nn  .M.;lv.-rM  Hill,  while  with  hi,  infai.try  and  s-Miic 
artillery  he  attack-.-d  Col.  Warren's  hn'-a<!e.  .-V  tcncentrated  fire  of  about  thirty 
5\i:is  was  brought  t.^  h.-.ir  on  the  enemy,  wiu..!-.,  with  the  inf.aitry  t'lre  of  Col.  War- 
ren's coiumaiid,  comiiellod  him  to  retreat,  leaving  two!^>iM-,in  the  hands  of  Col. 
W.uren." 
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to  the  riglit  aiul  saAv  the  National  banner  unfurled  from 
numberless  points  on  the  crest  of  Malvern,  the  rainbow 
folds  rippled  by  the  fair,  fresh  breeze,  and  the  scene 
limned. in  beautiful  relief  against  an  azure  sky  decorated 
by  the  departing  sun  with  broad  bars  of  gold.  The 
glorious  notes  of  the  "Star  Spangled  Banner"  were  is- 
suing from  perhaps  a  dozen  bands,  collected  near  head- 
((uarters.  A  tumultuous  wave  of  cheers  arose  from  the 
divisions  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  in  line  of  battle — 
then  subsided — then  again  ascended  and  spread  along 
miles  of  bayonets,  drowning  for  awhile  the  strains  of 
music,  while  seemingly  each  regiment  unfurled  its  torn 
banner  of  stars  and  stripes,  and  waved  it  high  in  air. 
The  scene,  the  music,  the  inspiration  sent  the  rushing 
and  tinglini^f  blood  through  the  veins  of  thousands,  and 
defeat,  retreat  and  hardship  were  all  forgotten.  It  was 
iinother  "Apotheosis  of  the  Flag."  "Old  Glory"  had 
seldom  looked  so  beautiful  or  st-emed  so  2>reeious — nor 
ever  roused  the  sentiment  of  the  ai-niy  so  wonderfully  as 
at  this  memorable  episode. 

That  portion  of  the  army  which  had  co'v  ered  the  re- 
treat during  the  past  two  days,  and  fought  the  battles 
of  White  Oak  Swamp  and  Glendale,  at  length  reached 
-Malvern  Hill — the  rear  of  the  way-worn  column  coming 
in  on  the  morning  of  July  Ist,  closely  followed  by  the 
converging  columns  of  Confederates.  In  the  afternoon, 
about  three  o'clock,  the  enemy  attacked  the  new  position 
with  fierce  impetus.  Three  divisions  of  Jackson's  Corps, 
with  Gen.  linger  on  liis  right,  llanked  still  further  on  the 
rirrht  l)y  ^Ia'_rruder'8  three  .livi-<ioTi<,  eonipoM>d  the  attack- 
i«ig  force,  and  the  general  order  under  wWirh  they  acted 
was  to  break  our  lines  by  a  concentric  tire  of  artillery  and 
then  to  charge  and  takt;  the  position    regardless  of  loss. 
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The  advance  was  bravely  made,  and  as  bravely  met  by 
Gen.  Porter,  with  Morell's  and  a  portion  of  Sykes'  divi- 
sion, and  Heintzelman's,  Sumner's  and  Franklin's  corps, 
and,  although  ground  was  gained  at  some  points  along 
our  front,  the  carnage  in  the  Rebel  ranks  caused  by  the 
fire  from  our  artillery  and  infantry  was  frightful.  The 
Army  of  the  Potomac  had  now  a  preponderance  both  of 
artillery  and  troops,  and  the  former  was  served  with  ter- 
rible precision  and  eifect,  probably  being  the  main  cause 
of  the  defeat  of  this  desperate  attempt.  The  gunboats 
stationed  in  the  bend  of  the  river,  a  few  rods  from  the 
left  of  the  position  held  by  Warren's  brigade,  also  con- 
tributed their  death-dealing  quota,  and  the  smoke  of 
battle,  the  trembling  of  the  earth  beneath  the  heavy  shock 
of  artillery,  the  long  continued  rolling  of  musketry,  and 
the  cheers  and  yells  of  the  combatants,  made  up  an  epi- 
sode never  to  be  effaced  from  the  memory  of  those  who 
witnessed  it. 

The  correspondent  of  a  newspaper,  over  the  initials 
"K  P.  D.,"  writes  of  the  battle  as  follows: 

"Towards  sunset  the  earth  quivered  with  the  terrific  coucus- 
sion  of  artillery,  and  huge  explosions.  The  vast  aerial  auditorium 
seemed  convulsed  with  the  commotion  of  frightful  sounds.  Shells 
raced  like  dark  meteors  athwart  the  horizon,  crossing  each  other 
at  eccentric  angles,  e.\i)loding  into  deadly  iron  hail  and  fantastic 
putTs  of  smoke,  until  ether  was  displaceil  by  a  vast  cloud  of  white 
vapor,  through  which  even  the  tierce  blaze  of  a  setting  summer's 
sun  could  but  grimly  penetrate.  Softly  putting  above  tlic  dark 
curtain  of  forest  which  masked  the  liattletieid,  there  was  another 
fleece  which  struggled  through  the  dense  foliage  like  heavy  misl- 
cloud.s,  and  streaming  u])ward  in  curious  eddies  with  the  ever- 
varying  current  of  the  wind.s,  n\inglfd  with  and  absorbed  the 
canopy  of  smoke  which  floated  from  the  surface  of  the  plains  and 
river.   The  battle-stained  sun,  sinking  majestically  into  the  horizon 


AN   ELOQUE>T   DESCRIPTION.  109 

behind  Richmond,  Imrnished  the  fringe  of  gossamer  with  lurid  and 

golden  glory;   and  as  fantastic  columns  capricious!}' whiffed  up 

from  the  woods,  they  were  suddenly  transformed  into  pillars  of 

lambent  flame,  radiant  with  exquisite  beauty,  which  would  soon 

separate  into  a  thousand  picturesque  fonns,  and  fade  into  dim 

opacity.     But   the  convulsion   beneath  was  not  a  spectacle  for 

curious  ej'es.     The  fonus  of  smoke-masked  warriors,  the  iijleam 

of  muskets   on   the  plains  where  soldiers  were  disengaged,  the 

artistic  order  of  battle  on  3Ialveru  Hill,  the  wild  career  of  wilder 

horsemen  plunging  to  and  from  and  across  the  tield,  formed  a 

scene  of  exciting  grandeiu'.     In  the  forest  where  eyes  did  not 

penetrate  there  was  nothing  but  the  exliilarating  and  exhausting 

spasm  of  battle.    Baleful  tires  blazed  among  the  trees,  and  death 

struck  many  shining  marks.     Our  haggard  men  stood  there  with 

grand  courage,  lighting  more  like  creatures  of  loftier  mould  than 

men. 

******** 

"  Perhaps  one  of  the  noblest  spectacles  in  martial  history  was 
improvised  in  Fitz-John  Porter's  camj),  when  his  veteran  volun- 
teers were  ordered  to  the  battletield.  They  had  eaten  nothing  for 
thirty-six  hours.  Thursday  some  of  them  had  fought.  Friday  they 
fought  all  day  long  and  into  night.  That  night  they  marched  across 
the  river.  Xext  day  they  marched  again.  That  nii^ht  they  kept 
-watch  in  "White  Oak  Swamp.  And  IMonday  they  marched  again. 
The  fiery  sun  had  parchud  their  feet,  hun^'^er  and  thirst  and  labor 
had  enfeebled  their  bodies,  but  ilonday  afternoon,  when  orders 
came  to  move  again  to  the  tield,  the  color-bearers  stepped  to  the 
front  with  their  proud  standards;  the  drums  beat  a  rallying  rata- 
plan, and  those  devoted  followers  of  the  "banner  of  beauty  and 
gloiy"  swung  aloft  their  hats,  and  shouted  with  soul-stirring  en- 
thusiasm." 

During  the  battle  James  McMahaii,  of  Company  E, 
of  the  Tenth,  was  killed  by  a  shell.  With  the  exception 
of  this,  and  po.^sibly  two  or  three  wounded,  the  regiment 
suffered  no  lo.><s  in  the  action — the  attacks  of  the  enemy 
being  directed  uj)on  other  portions  of  the  line;  still  the 
strain  of  long  continued  expectancy  and  watchfulness^ 
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added  to  the  almost  sleepless  experience  of  the  past  week, 
bore  heavily  on  our  soldiers.  Food  was  scarce,  and  even 
when  cattle  were  slaughtered  for  the  brigade,  the  meat 
was  useless,  owing  to  the  fact  that  no  fires  were  allowed. 

Daylight  of  July  1st  gradually  disappeared — the  se- 
cond night  at  Malvern  witnessing  a  field  of  unprecedented 
horror  and  bloodshed.  The  enemy  had  been  completely 
repulsed  at  all  points,  leaving  the  ground  covered  with 
dead  and  woixnded ;  and  now,  as  if  in  anger  at  the  slaughter 
which  had  taken  place  below.  Heaven  opened  its  artillery, 
and  the  rain  fell  in  torrents,  continuing  most  of  the  night 
and  the  next  day.  The  different  divisions  of  the  array 
recommenced  the  retreat  soon  after  nightfall,  and  artil- 
lery, ambulances  and  baggage  again  blocked  up  the 
roads.  Sykes'  division  moved  out  before  daylight  on  the 
2d,  and  brought  up  the  rear  of  the  army,  taking  the 
road  towards  Harrison's  Landing,  on  the  James. 

Our  army  had  veritably  won  a  battle,  and  occupied  a 
position  on  and  around  Malvern  Hill,  from  which  offen- 
sive operations  could  luwe  been  directed  against  a  beaten, 
and,  to  a  certain  extent,  demoralized  enemy;  but  it  was 
compelled  to  throw  away  its  victory  and  steal  away 
under  cover  of  night,  leaving  the  dead  partly  unburifd 
and  numbers  of  wounded  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  en- 
emy. There  were  otficers  high  in  command  who  protested 
against  this  false  step,  but  their  advice  and  counsel 
were  unavailing.  Some  of  the  men  of  D.  H.  Hill's  and 
Magruder's  divisions,  which  liad  made  the  desperate 
charges  upon  our  lines,  slept  through  the  tempestuous 
night  within  a  short  distance  of  the  National  batteries. 
When  day  broke,  tliey  looked  with  inexpressible  aston- 
ishment upon  the  hill  from  which  they  had  been  so  fear- 
fully repulsed.    Their  enemy  had  vanished — the  volcano 
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which  had  hurled  death  into  their  ranks  the  afternoon 
before  was  silent  and  deserted.  Of  the  demoralized  state 
of  the  defeated  Confederates,  we  have  been  assured  by 
undisputed  evidence.  Brig.-Gen.  Trimble,  of  Swell's 
division,  giving  an  account  of  the  conduct  of  his  brigade, 
says  :  "  The  next  morning  by  dawn  I  went  to  ask  for 
orders,  when  I  found  the  whole  army  in  the  utmost  dis- 
order ;  thousands  of  straggling  men  were  asking  every 
passer-by  for  their  x-egiments  ;  ambulances,  wagons  and 
artillery  obstructing  every  road,  and  all  together,  iu  a 
drenching  rain,  presenting  a  scene  of  the  most  woful 
and  heartrending  confusion." 

The  march  to  Harrison's  Landing,  though  compara- 
tively short,  was  unexampled  in  mud,  slush,  vexation 
and  misery.  Rain  fell  incessantly,  and  the  so-called  road 
was  mainly  used  by  artillery  and  wagons — Sykes'  division 
being  compelled  to  take  its  way  generally  through  fields 
and  woods.  Mud  was  everywhere,  and  the  loss  of  shoes 
iu  the  mire  was  a  common  occurrence,  stockings  soon  fol- 
lowing, antl  then  the  trousers,  becomingheavy  with  the  ac- 
cumulation of  earth,  were  torn  off  at  the  knee.  Men  who 
fell  on  the  way  were  almost  buried  in  the  clayey  dark 
brown  mixture,  which  seemed  sometimes  to  be  of  almost 
undiscoverable  depth.  The  men  of  the  Tenth,  in  common 
with  the  rest  of  the  division,  were  ill  able  to  stand  up 
under  these  hardships,  weakened  as  they  were  by  a  week's 
steady  niarcliing  and  maim-uvering  and  an  intinitesinial 
allowance  of  sleep.  Hunger  added  its  jiangs  to  every- 
thing else,  and  seemed  to  fill  their  cup  of  misery.  And 
yet  tlie  writer  ran  rei'nll  tlie  laii'^-hter  which  rang  out 
s()metinies  at  -.in  uniueky  fall,  aci'unipaiiied,  perhaps,  by 
a  hoarse  gruwl  or  cur>e  troni  the  victim.  Silence  woul<l 
follow  for  a  time,  and  then  an  undisnun  ed  st)Uiier  would 
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call  out :  "Ilev,  Jim,  -what  are  you  here  for,  anyhow?" 
Jim  would  answer  with  grim  facetiousuess  :  "Sixteen 
dollars  a  month  and  found — dead."  A  voice  would  fol- 
io sv  wJth  the  question  and  answer:  "Heard  the  latest 
whisper?  We  are  going  to  be  transferred."  Another 
silence,  and  then  would  hurst  out  the  chorus:  "John 
Brown's  body,"  sung  by  eveiybody  who  had  voice 
enough  left,  followed  by:  "  Rally  round  the  flag,"  and 
under  the  inspiration  of  the  air  and  words,  the  regiment 
would  jog  along  for  a  while,  as  though  unconscious  of 
the  surroundings.  These  were  some  of  the  incidents  of 
this  never  to  be  forgotten  day's  march  from  Malvern, 
but  the  misery,  blood  and  horror  seen  along  the  route 
can  never  be  fitly  described. 

Our  regiment  went  into  a  hastily  improvised  camp  at 
night,  and,  after  a  hearty  ration  of  whiskey,  slept  soundly 
through  the  rain  until  the  next  morning,  the  3d,  when 
the  familiar  sound  of  cannonading  awoke  every  one,  and 
the  brigade  immediately  stood  to  its  arms.  A  battery  of 
the  enemy  had  opened  fire  upon  Porter's  line,  but  it  was 
immediately  charged  and  captured  by  a  small  force  sent 
against  it.  During  the  day  Col.  Warren  went  into  camp 
in  a  good  position,  near  a  small  run,  and  a  mile  or  so 
from  the  river. 

The  week  of  battle  was  over.  According  to  ]McClel- 
lan's  report  the  total  loss  of  our  army  in  the  engage- 
ments, from  the  20th  of  June  to  the  1st  of  July,  in- 
clusive, was  15.240.  Of  this  number  Porter's  Fifth 
Corps  had  lost  4,27 ^<. 

Geii.McClellanliad  pil.,ti'd  th.' Army  of  thoP<.t,nnac 
through  a  sea  ol"  peril,  d.-ul.t.  and  hardship,  and  it  had 
reached  the  g<~-;il  towards  which  it  h.id  turned  on  the 
night  of  the  20th  of  June.    To  gain  the  desired  end,  the 
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anny  had  been  skillfully  luanageJ,  and  the  corp.s  and 
division  connnanders  had  proven  theni:=elves  heroically 
ade<]uate  to  the  tasks  imposed  upon  them.  If  the  op- 
portunities, which  more  than  once  offered,  for  success- 
ful counter-blows  at  the  Confedei-ate  capital,  had  been 
neglected,  it  may  be  attributed  to  an  excess  of  caution 
or  over-solicitude  for  the  lives  of  soldiers,  deterring  the 
commanding  general  from  attempting  that  in  which 
there  was  a  possibility  of  failure  and  defeat.  But  what 
shall  Ave  write  of  the  grand  army  of  citizen  soldiers 
which  he  led.  If  for  no  f)ther  reason,  this  campaign 
should  ever  be  memorable  for  the  heroic  qualities  dis- 
played by  the  othcers  and  men  who  marche<l  and  fought 
day  after  day,  hoping  and  expecting  that  the  next  sun- 
rise would  see  them  in  possession  of  the  Rebel  capital. 
Sevei'al  times  during  the  first  two  or  three  days  rumors 
were  prevalent  throughout  Porter's  corps  (liat  "the  left 
was  in  Richnn.md,"  and  to  this  ever  present  hope  may  be 
attribnteil  much  <>f  tlie  <]>ir!T  which  bmiycd  our  troops 
until  the  tiiial  hour.  When,  at  length,  the  worst  was 
known,  and  the  worn-out  anny  reached  the  James,  the 
expectant  feelitifr  had  <j:ivt'n  way  to  one  boni  almost  of 
despair,  a?i<l  tlie  unanimous  sentiment  was  cvpressed  in 
the  words  :  ••Well,  the  agony  is  over;  let  u^  do  the  be>t 
we  can."  * 

One  of  the   Xational    Zcuaves   writes   the    followini:" 


•A.  H.  rHierr-ey,  in  VVie  Ca/.t.xy.  M.iv,  1871  :  "  K-x  i.uin,-  the  •  .impai^-n.  it 
may  f.iirly  be  alTiri.icii  that  there  has  rarely  been  better  tl-^htiii^,  and  never  worse 
;;encralship  than  were  displayed  on  b.itli  sides.  Where  everything:  from  beciniiin? 
to  end  W.1S  a  scries  of  blunders,  the  comniaiider  who  h;.(>peiied  to  make  the  last 
;;reat  erp.r  i.:t!M  lose.  When  Mi;C:W!::..  1I -d  fr.>m  Maiw.-rn  \\\\\.  with.-ut  evt.-. 
aiicniptin^  .a  bl.>'.v  ai^ainst  .1  beaten  enemy,  he  CMinniiltc:!  the  tinal  blunder,  and  so 
(.1  e  won  in  spite  of  himselt*.  The  sli^c  of  Riehniond  v.  a.-,  raised,  and  thereby  the 
Cmfcderacy  -air.eii  almost  three  more  year*  of  life." 

s 
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honif  on  the  4tli :  "Since  Tuesday  we  have  lieon  in 
misery  indeed,  -with  knapsacks  gone  (we  left  thorn  at 
Gaines'  jNtill),  and  with  hardly  an  overcoat,  bhmket  or 
tent  in  the  conijiany.  AVe  marched  through  soil  knee- 
deep,  and  as  sticky  as  glue,  to  this  place.  *  *  * 
Add  to  all  this  the  want  of  a  single  cracker  or  a  cu}p  of 
coffee  for  a  day  and  night,  and  you  can  judge  of  the 
revulsion  of  feeling  when  to-day,  the  glorious  Fourth, 
breezy  and  sunny,  we  are  camped  once  more  in  a  clover 
field,  Avith  plenty  of  rations,  though  coarse,  shoes  for  all 
who  need  them,  and  what  is  more  a  cessation  of  the 
Rebel  cannonading  which  has  kept  us  steadily  lighiing 
and  marching  for  a  week.'' 

During  the  six  weeks  passed  in  this  camp  the  Tt-nth 
lost  a  number  of  its  members  by  death  from  disease. 
The  seeds  of  fever  contracted  upon  the  Chickahominy, 
added  to  the  subseijuent  excessive  fatigue  and  h;ir]-hip. 
brought  many  brave  men  to  tlie  hosjiital-tent,  and  iVom 
thence  to  the  grave.  Several  officers  of  tlie  regiment  foj- 
warded  their  resignations  soon  after  reaching  ILirri^ouV, 
and  the  vacancies  thus  made  were  filled  by  promotion. 

Col.  Bendix  addressed  the  following  letter  to  the 
Governor  of  Xew  York: 

Headquakters  Tenth  Kegtment,  >'.  V.  V. 

CA-MI'   near   IIaHRISONS   LANDr.Nt^,  Vv. 

July  lyth,  l!>';i!. 
Hon.  Sir: — I  bee:  leave  nio^t  rospoctfully  to  noniinaio  tin'  ful 
lowing  oHicers  and  M-r-caiits  for  jirnmr.liou,  for  irooil  (omivirt  on 
the  field  of  hattic  at  Gaines'  Mill,  .Tune -JTtli.  18(>2,  viz.: 

Fir^t-bieut.  .Vlfretl  C'liiuuberlain  to  be  cm;. lain,  vice  ranick,  re 
signed. 

Firstl.icul.  C'liatl.'>  llili  to  L)e  (lULiiitinui^ter,  vice  ."^cily,  pio- 
nioted  \n  eai)lain  and  aide-de-camp. 
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First-Lieut.  Charles  D.  Stocking  to  be  Ciiptain,  vice  Minor, 
resigned. 

Second-Lieut.  George  F.  Tait  to  he  tirst-lieutenant,  vice  Cliam- 
berlain,  promoted. 

Second-Lieut.  Harvey  Y.  Russell  to  be  tirst-lieutenant,  vice 
Hill,  promoted. 

Second-Lieut.  Norwood  A.  Halsey  to  l»e  first  lieutenant,  vice 
Stocking,  promoted. 

Second-Lieut.  Gabriel  Cunningham  to  be  tirst-lieutenant,  vice 
iloneghan,  resigned. 

Com.-Sergt.  James  ^I.  Smith  to  be  ensign,  vice  Cunningham, 
promoted. 

First-Sergt.  Alplionse  Bietry  to  be  ensign,  vice  Hill,  promoted 
June  2l3t,  1802. 

First-Sergt.  Frederick  C.  Hamilton  to  be  ensign,  vice  Halsey, 
promoted. 

First-Sergt.  Putnam  Field  to  be  ensign,  vice  Tait,  promoted. 

I  am  sorry  to  state  that  those  officers  who  have  resigned,  were 
compelled  to  do  so  on  account  of  ill  health. 

Hoping,  Sir,  that  this  will  meet  your  approbation  and  favor, 
I  remain,  Your  obedient  servant, 

John  E.  Bendix, 
Col.  commanding  Tenth  Regt.,  X.  Y.  V. 

Five  (liiys  iiftcrw  anls  the  ct)l<>iiol  also  recommended 
^>ergt.  Josiali  Iletkleii.  (d'  Coiiipuuy  C,  tor  promotion  t<> 
■  ensign,  *•  for  good  conihut  an<l  bravery  on  the  iieM  of 
battle,"  vice  Lieut.  Henry  A.  Spencer,  resigned. 

Among  the  promotions  was  tliat  of  Com.-Sergt.  James 
M.  Smith  to  the  position  of  secon<l-lioutenaur  ;  Sergt. 
Charles  W.  Cowtan,  of  Conijiany  A,  heiiig  appointed  to 
till  his  vacated  position.  The  duties  of  conimissary- 
sergeaTit.  rather  thankh-ss  at  hc<t  in  anv  i-cginicnt.  wci-r 
eidivencd  occa-,iuiiariV  in  ilu'Tiiith  hy  the  humor  and 
<idditir^(d"  the  '"  a>^ist  ant ."' or  regimental  Imtclier.  Fi-ed. 
I)autMili.iuer,  w  ho  has  ht'eii  heretofore  nientioned.     FretL 
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was  a  sti-oiiL;-.  Imrly  iV'llow,  lumiistakeal)!)-  "  Diitrli,"' 
and  tilKtl  w'ltli  <<;ood  liiuuor,  tliouicli  noisy  and  deinon- 
stratiw' :it  tiir,t's.  He  filk'<l  liis  ratlier  onerous  position 
witli  coiisi  lirable  tact,  for  it  required  soniething-  of  tliat 
([uality  to  •leal  out  rations  to  ten  hungry  companies  and 
satisfy  all.  .\  hurried  distribution  of  rations  did  not 
always  allow  of  a  strict  iiu-asureiuent  of  each  company's 
allowance:  but  Fred,  luid  a  goo<l  eye,  and  a  head  for 
ij'Kintlth .'',  and  dealt  out  his  chunks  of  bacon  or  "salt 
iu)rse*'  with,  a  nerve  and  gusto  which  seldom  admitted 
of  a  (i\iil)l»li'  on  the  ])art  of  the  sergeant  \\\\o  received  it. 
True,  the  sugar,  coffee,  salt  and  beans  were  generally 
measurc'l  in  the  same  tin  fjuart  cup,  and  occasionally 
molasses  and  vinegar,  when  atu)ther  V(.'ssel  was  not  handy; 
still,  Fred's  lapid  movements  and  his  quaint  comments 
during  th<'  op  'ration  of  issuing  serv«'d  generally  to  quiet 
any  gruUii'liiigs  Mhich  might  at  times  have  a})}»eared 
justifiable.  Hi-.  parti<Milar  point  seeme<l  always  to  be  to 
(•i>me  on.t  a  '•little  over" — thi>  being  always  sutlicient 
evidence  for  him  that  he  had  not  l>een  o\er  generous  to 
any  one  company  at  tlu'  expense  of  anothci'. 

The  \\(atlier  pr(»ved  altogether  too  hot  for  comfort 
duriiiiT  the  t  inie  spent  in  this  unhealthy  camp,  and,  in  ad- 
dition to  (-ther  ailments,  camp  dysentery  was  terribly 
]irevalcii;.  ^\';;ter  grew  scarce  for  drinking  purposes, 
ami  the  little  run,  near  which  \Vari-en*s  brigade  had 
pitche<l  tlieir  cam|>,  gii.u  to  lie  l)nt  a  >ink  of  tilth  in 
].lace-.  .Mc-I  of  the  nu'mber>  of  th.^  Tenth  who  were 
•  lisposed  to  be  cleanly  in  perMin  chose,  after  a  few  days, 
to  gM  ((.r  a  time  wiilmiit  wa-hiiig  their  elMlbes,  rather 
than  tni>t  thein-elves  to  a  tno  near  a<-ipiaintanc(  with 
this  stieaiii  of  water.  As  liie  days  pa»ed,  |.'ro\  i>ions 
grew    ph.iitilul,  ami    bae..n    t. .ok  the   [.la.-e   ..f   the  fresh 
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meat  wbieli  had  }^een  issued  steadily  for  weeks  past. 
This,  with  vegetables  of  several  kinds,  assisted  to  re- 
cuperate the  iiieii  who  were  slowly  recovering  from  the 
mental  and  physical  strain  which  had  recently  borne  so 
lieavily  upon  thcni.  There  was  very  little  labor  to  be 
done — drills  and  nseless  parades  were  for  a  time  almost 
wholly  discountenanced,  and  all  lent  themselves  to  the 
duty  of  killing  time  in  the  easiest  and  most  agreeable 
way. 

On  the  '27th  of  July,  Sykes'  division  was  reviewed  by 
Gen.  McClellan.  This  was  followed  on  the  next  day  by 
a  review  of  the  entiie  Fifth  Corps. 

A  sudden  cannonading  startU-d  the  army  on  the  night 
of  August  1st.  and  eaused  much  hurrying  to  and  fro  for 
ail  hour  or  so.  The  enemy  had  silently  posted  several 
heavy  guns  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  James,  and 
opened  upon  the  slii|>ping  and  houses  of  the  landiiiLjt  the 
gunboats  immediately  returned  the  tire,  and  the  Kcbel 
guns  were  soon  silenced.  It  was  a  grand  scare,  and,  al- 
thougli  the  damage  done  was  slight,  the  small  force  of 
tlie  eneiuy  had  the  satisfaction  of  shaking  up  an  entire 
army  and  causing  considerable  tre])idation  in  the  minds 
of  its  generals.  Hatteries  were  ere<'te<l  within  the  next 
few  days  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  riv<'r  by  the  l^nion 
forces,  and  a  re[ietition  of  the  attack  was  ma<le  impos- 
sible. 

On  the  Sth  of  August,  in  ]>ui-suaiice  ot'  a  general  order 
from  army  head<piarters,  the  musicians  ot  the  rcgitneiital 
baud  assenibled  at  headquarters,  and  were  nnistered  out 
of  srcvice.  i)ne  band  onl\-  was  tin  reaftcr  to  be  allowed 
to  a  brigade.  Thus,  the  ban. I  ..f  th<>  '['eiith,  whieh  ha.l 
been  an  ol»jt'cl  of  much  solicitude  and  care  during  its  in- 
fancy at    Fort    .^b)nlde.  came  to  an  abrupt— if  not    igno- 
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iniuious — end,  and  we  were  forced  to  content  ourselves 
thereafter  witli  life  and  drum.  The  Seven  Days'  cam- 
paign had  badly  demoralized  the  "  tiddlers,"  and  little 
music  "had  since  been  drawn  from  them.  Al.  Center,  of 
Company  A,  the  artistic  manipulator  of  the  bass  drum, 
had  signally  distinguished  hinist4f  at  Gaines'  ]N[ill  in  his 
attempt  to  escape  from  the  enemy  when  they  descended 
upon  the  hospitals,  his  big  drum  obstinately  refusing  to 
be  dra-wTi  after  him  through  a  rail  fence,  and  receiving 
some  ragged  scars.  The  instrument  had  never  since 
fully  recovered  its  wonted  melodious  tone. 

The  paymaster  made  one  of  his  semi-occasional  ajt- 
pearances  about  this  time  and  sutlers  were  soon  driving 
an  immense  trade.  Gutta-percha  pies  and  leathern  mo- 
lasses cakes  were  plentiful  in  everybody's  tent,  and 
many  of  the  soldiers  were  "  fighting  the  tiger"  from  morn- 
ing until  night,  and  sometimes  from  ilaylight  until  day- 
light came  again,  when  it  was  possible  to  shield  the  fit- 
ful light  sIumI  by  the  candle  from  the  watchful  eyes  of 
the  camp  guard.  Col.  Warren,  in  passing  through  the 
camp,  had  discovered  that  greenbacks  were  changing 
hands  at  a  lively  rate,  and  that,  in  fact.  "])oker,"  "'old 
sledge"  and  the  mysterit-s  of  "faro"  were,  to  a  certain 
e.vtent,  mon(>])olizing  the  attention  of  his  whole  com- 
mand, lie  ordered  that  no  phiying  for  nioney  should  be 
allowed.  Deans  were  th<MX'aft(i-  the  innocent  substitute 
for  the  more  valualdc  gn'enl>a<-k  ;  but.  as  each  bean 
representt'd  a  certain  aniouiit  of  lucre,  the  order  merely 
had  the  etVect  of  giving  a  more  rcspi-ctable  appearance 
to  the  'dairies  witlioiit  altciinu'  ill''!!'  si'^uitlcaiice.  Then 
the  l)rigad<'  coinniandci-  lc\iv.i  upon  the  faro  It.mks, 
and  other  card  games,  w  li(i»\  ci-  they  were  to  lie  seen 
outsitle  the   tents  of  his  two   nginients.      In  a  spirit  of 
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mirthful  revenge  some  of  the  V)oys  of  Capt.  Win- 
chester's company  spirited  away  Col.  Warren's  darkey, 
and  tossed  him  in  a  ])lanket  until  the  contraband  was 
nearly  beside  himself  with  fear,  and  then,  after  plenti- 
fully flouring  him,  allowed  him  to  depart  in  peace.  If 
the  writer  recollects  aright,  a  second  or  third  attempt 
on  the  same  colored  individual  brought  the  actors  into 
some  trouble,  and  the  fun  in  that  particidar  quarter 
eeased. 


PERIOD   IV. 

THE    SECOND     KATTl.E     OF    BULL    KLX AXTIKTAM SHKI>- 

AED.STOWX    FORD FREDERI(K>IiUn(;  —  MUSTER    OUT 

OF    THE    TWO    years'    01;(  ;.vXIZAT10N. 

Early  in  August  the  movement  of  the  Rebel  army 
under  Gen.  Lee  assumed  the  slmpe  of  a  pressing  demon- 
tration  against  Gen.  Pope's  army  in  northern  Virginia, 
and  urgent  messages  were  sent  to  ^McClellan  from  Wash- 
ington, announcing  th<^  tlireatenrd  <langer.  This  im- 
pelled him  to  <irder  the  evacuation  of  Harrison's  Land- 
ing, although  not  wirliout  protesting  against  thus  leav- 
ing the  Peninsula,  and  giving  up  the  laurels  won  at  sucii 
great  cost.  There  was  souie  mortitication  in  the  arnivat 
the  thought  oi'  what  seemed  to  he  a  retroerade  move- 
ment and  the  suiTcnder  of  advaIltage^  ;  yet,  the  Seven 
Days'  retreat  had  prepared  many  to  e.vpeet  still  further 
tnovenients  of  the  -anie  kind.  If  pi.ni-.  t'or  an  advan.c 
upon  Richmond  U;,m  ,,iir  pre-en;  base  Iia.i  a^sunu  .1  ,!.•- 
Jinite  shape"  in  the  minds  of  the  eommanding  general,  ex- 
pectations of  >n<-h  a  movement  were  fewanu.ng  th.'  rank 
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and  tile.  As  to  the  people  of  th.-  X.^rtli.  they  were  still 
fearful  for  the  safety  of  the  Anny  ..!  tlu-  Potoiu-io,  aixl 
were  undoiihtedly  relii'vcl  wlieii  ii  '•■.'.-  iClM>^vn  th:it  Har- 
rison's LandiiiiT  was  to  he  evaeuatccl. 

On  Aufcust  l-4:th,  Porter's  rorp-  ji'-reln-tl  from  eainp, 
Sykes'  division  moving  after  dark,  an.l  'A)v  next  morning 
crossing  the  Chiekahoniiny,  near  its  mouth,  hy  aponto,<n 
bridge  of  great  length.  Knap-ars.^  liad  heen  <vu[  to 
Alexandria  just  before  tlie  nioMi.i>i:f  c.Mnnien.^e-l.  to- 
gether with  all  surplus  l-aggage  oi'  t!.e  -.thcers,  and  tin- 
army  was  in  light  man-hiiiL;-  ordt  r  with  a  vengeance.  A 
blanket  or  overcoat  was  all  that  i:i<.-'  of  the  nu-n  car- 
ried, aside  from  arms  and  accoui  rt-u^-'iis.  haversack  :iiid 
canteen.  Just  before  rrossing  tt.v  river,  and  \s-hile  it 
was  yet  dark,  the  tn.ops  were  rr-;i:g  along  the  ro:id, 
when  suddenly  an  alarm  .-r  scan  o  ■>  i;;-n  d  in  tlif  ranks^ 
of  the  National  Z(Miaves.  'Vhv  '-vy  ci  "  cavalry"  was 
heard,  and  the  n-ginient.  almost  m  .i  man,  cleared  t!ie 
rail  fences  on  either  >i-h'.  and  ]'i-  ."''!  tor  an  cx]  .eird 
charge  of  Rebel  horsiimii.  The  r-u my  hurst  up'-u  the 
regiment  in  the  shape  of  the  coI-mk  1"^  iron-gray  slallu.n, 
which,  with  ears  and  tail  rfrct,  ;!;:.|  lu  ad  .'Xtendv'h  Ih'W 
like  the  wind  down  the  mad,  nal■)-^\ly  e>capin<r  one  or 
two  shuts  aimed  at  him  l.yasmauy  evitcd  soldiers,  lie 
was  at  length  cornered  and  eai'iu:.-.!,  .aiid  the  exeiu- 
nu'ut  suh-ided  as  <piit-kly  as  it  ar  •-  ■,  hm  the  oceiinvnee 
afforded  a  subject  for  talk  an. i  lai.ghler  for  some  time 
afterwai-dv. 

The  troo)!^  bivi.uaeked  mi  tlie  all.Tnoon  of  the  loth, 
after  a  march  .,i  tweet y-ti\e  ,,\-  ::,';i\  miles,  'i'hey  v/ere 
thorouglily  w-aai  out.  ami  ueede.i  ihe  vj^ep  which  they 
obtained  during  the  night.  The  r,e:.t  <hiy  the  march 
v.as    resumed,   the  route    h-adiug    thr-.u^r),    the    aiuaent 


i.r':.  /!..■!  ,1}://    . 


pope's  rAMrAiG>-.  121 

town  of  Williainsl)ui-rr,  and  tlie  corps  went  into  camp  a 
mile  or  two  beyond  the  town.  After  two  more  days  of 
forced  marching,  Xewport  Xew.'s  wat;  reached  on  the 
evening  of  the  iSth. 

The  commander  of  tlie  Fifth  Ai-my  Corps,  who  had 
fouglit  his  troops  so  skilfully  and  Ijravely  at  Gaines' 
Mill  and  ^Vfalveni,  had,  seemingly,  not  yet  l)een  seized 
with  the  inertia  which  he  was  accused  of  exhibiting  ten 
days  afterward>,  and  which  caused  his  dismissal  from 
the  army,  for  we  have  the  testimony  of  Greeley  (Vol.  II,, 
p.  ITl)  that  ''Porter  was  under  orders  to  lialt  the  advance 
at  Williamsburg,  until  the  crossing  (cf  tlie  Chicka- 
hominy)  was  comi>leted  ;  but,  intercepting  a  letter  which 
apprised  him  that  the  enemy  were  concentrating  rapidly 
on  Pope,  with  intent  to  crush  him  ])efore  he  could  be 
reinforced,  he  took  the  re>p<>nsiljility  of  ])re>^in<;  on  to 
Newport  Xews.  which  he  reacheil  on  the  isth,  having 
martdied  sixty  miles  in  three  days." 

Two  days  thereafter,  our  regiment,  with  the  Fiftli, 
embarked  on  the  steamer  CctairlMi,  passing  up  Chesu- 
]>eake  Bay,  and  landing  at  Acquia  Creek  on  the  22d. 
l*Iatform  and  other  cars  were  here  provided,  ami  the 
brigade  was  railroaded  to  Falmouth.  From  this  place 
the  march  was  in  comparatively  short  and  easy  stages, 
along  the  l\*ap[Ki]iannock  t<^  Ellis'  Ford,  thence  to  Heal- 
ton,  Warrenton  .1  unction  and  JJristoe  Station,  on  the 
Orange  and  Alcxandi-ia  Kailroad.  At  the  last-named 
place,  wliicii  the  corps  reai-lie<l  on  the  morning  of  the 
"i^th,  eviik'uccs  of  severe  tiLrhting  wt-re  e\ crvwhere  seen. 
^^' recked  locoTHotive-  and  en  i's,  toM-^rhcr  wit  h  .icliriv  of 
burnt  \\a'4-ons  mid  surlcix'  s'or.  -.  w  itli  sr\cra!  dcid  Con- 
t'tih  rate  N.-ldids.  1„,re  witiuss  to  the  sudden  attack  of 
tlu'  Uebel  Un\-r>  upon  our  baggage  and   supplier  at  that 


.1  j> 


122  THE   NATIONAL    ZOUAVES. 

spot,  and  proved  also  that  no  time  had  been  lost  by  the 
enemy  in  evacuating  after  their  first  and  unexpected  at- 
tack had  resulted  in  the  stampeding  of  our  trains.  The 
stout  fighting  shown  l)y  Ileintzelraan's  corps  had  evi- 
dently been  too  much  for  the  Confederate  raiders.  We 
bivouacked  here  during  the  remainder  of  the  day  and 
night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  20th,  Porter's  corps  marched 
to  Manassas  Junction,  and  from  thence  about  four  miles 
to  the  neighborhood  of  a  small  stream,  known  as  Daw- 
kins'  Branch,  and  about  the  same  distance  southeast  of 
Gainesville.  To  this  last  named  place  it  was  Gen.  Pope's 
desire  (expressed  in  an  order  of  this  date)  that  both  Gen. 
3[cDowell  and  Gen.  Porter  should  proceed  with  their 
joint  commands,  it  being  his  (Pope's)  wish  to  prevent 
the  passant'  of  Rebel  reinforcements  through  Thorough- 
fare Gap  and  Gainesville. 

The  position  near  Dawkins'  IJranch  was  reached  about 
the  middle  of  the  day.  and,  after  several  hours  of  man- 
cpuverinir*  along  dusty  roads,  and  in  the  mazy  labyrinths 
of  thick  woods,  A\-ith  the  occasional  use  of  artillery  against 
a  force  of  the  enemy  in  our  front,  Sykes'  division  went 
into  bivouac  at  night,  and  listened  to  tlie  desultory 
musketry  and  occasional  cannonading  u  hicli  succeeded 

*  The  foilowing  UispafjU.  <,ciit  to  I'.en.  .-ykr-s  at  5.45.  '••  m--'*'  t''f  -9th.  Illus- 
trates sr.nie  of  the  see-sawing  movenieius  of  our  own  briij:ule  : 

"  (  ;en.  Sykhs  :— I  received  an  ortl-r  from  Mr.  Ciittin-  t  )  advaiKe  to  the  support 
..''Morell;  t  f.iced  abo.u  and  did  io.  1  soon  met  i'lritTin's  brigiuic  withdrawing,  by 
order  of  Gen.  Morell.  who  w.<s  not  pushed  out.  but  retirin-.  1  faced  about  .nnd 
m.-»rchcd  back  two  hundred  y.irds  or  >.5 ;  I  met  then  an  orderly  from  Gen.  Porter  to 
•  >n.  .Murell,  .>.iyiiif;  he  must  pii-'.i  .,u  and  pre-^s  tlio  enemy;  th.it  all  w.is  iioin^-  well 
for  us  and  he  was  retirinu.  ilrifnn  then  fa.-od  about  and  I  am  lollvwins;  him  tu  Mip- 
p<.rl  Cen.  .\loreii,  a."i  ordercii.     None  of  t'le  b.vttcries  are  cl'.'seu  up  to  nic. 

"  Kespt'tfully,  l..  K.  Wakren." 
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the  desperate  tiglitiiig  along  portions  of  Gen.  Pope's  line 
that  afternoon.* 

Our  losses  on  the  r29th  are  estimated  to  have  been  from 
6,000  to  8,000.  These  easualties  were  borne  by  Hooker's, 
Kearny's,  Reno's,  King's  and  Reynolds'  divisions. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  military  strategy,  mis- 
construction of  orders,  or  dictates  of  policy  which  guided 
Gen.  Fitz  John  Porter  in  not  moving  his  corps  promptly 
into  cei'tain  positions  on  the  20th  of  August,  as  he  was 
directed  to  do  by  Gen.  Pope,  of  whose  army  Porter's 
corps  was  now  really  a  part,  it  is  certain  that  no  fault 
could  be  attributed  to  the  troo{>s  under  his  command. 
Although  their  marching,  counter-marching  and  man- 
teuvering  during  the  last  two  or  three  days  had  been 
tedious,  and  they  were  subsisting  on  onc-tpuirter  rations, 
the  rank  and  tile  were  ready  to  meet  any  emergency  that 
might  have  arisen. 

The  troops  who  fronted  Porter's  corps  on  the  after- 
Uf)on  of  the  20th  are  stated  to  have  been  Longstreet's. 
recently  come  upon  the  field.  A  letter  written  by  Gen. 
Longstreet  to  the  Fhlladdphia  2^i/nes,  of  February  2rHl, 
1878,  contains  the  folhnving  direct  evidence  of  the  })re- 
sence  of  his  troops  : 

♦C.irleton,  in  his  "  FoUovvin-  the  Fl.iy,"  Cliap.  X..  writes  .is  follows  concerniiiir 
a  portion  of  the  battle  on  the  afternoon  of  the  20th  :  "  Time  slipped  away— precious 
hours !  McDowell  h:iil  not  come  ;  Porter  had  not  been  heard  from  ;  '  Longstreet  is 
getting  ready,'  was  the  report  of  the  scouts.  The  attack  must  be  m.\de  at  once,  if 
ever.  It  began  at  two  o'clock  by  H.x>ker  and  Kearny  on  the  rii;ht,  jjushin^  through 
the  woods  and  across  the  fields  between  Do-.m's  house  and  Sudley  Church. 

"The  veterans  of  the  Peninsula  move  upon  an  eiit-my  whom  they  have  met  be- 
fore. Jackson  has  made  the  line  of  a  half-finished  railroad  his  defence,  anil  his  men 
arc  Icliind  the  emb.nikinent  and  in  the  e\iavation-.  It  is  .,  lon^  desperate  conilic. 
Ihere  are  charges  upon  the  enemy's  lines  and  n-pul-es.  'I'hree.  f..>ur,  live  o'cloc'k. 
.ind  Porter  has  not  come.  McI)o\\eil,  who  should  liave  marched  northwest  to 
Utoveton,  to  meet  I  on^,tieet.  has,  throujih  nusta'ke.  marched  east  of  that  place, 
and  ioincd  the  hue  whcie  Ke.iinv  and   Hooker  are  driNiiif!;    lackson." 
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"As  we  :ipiiro;iclic(l  tlie  field  (ubout  twelve,  M..  of  the  29tli).  we 
lieanl  the  sound  of  a  heavy  battle,  which  proved  to  be  Gen.  Jaek- 
bon,  very  severely  engaged  with  the  enemy.  *  *  * 

Afier  a  careful  e.xaniiiiation  of  the  ground,  I  rode  back  to  Gen. 
Lee  and  reported  that  the  position  (Federal)  was  very  strong,  and 
tlie  prospects  hardly  .'<uch  as  to  warrant  the  heavy  sncritice  of  life 
that  a  ser)(>u<  attack  would  involve.  *  *  *  Before 
the  question  was  at  all  deci<led  a  dispatch  was  receive<l  from  Gen. 
Stuart,  giving  us  notice  lliiit  a  very  strong  column  was  moving  up 
against  my  right.  Crcn.  Lee  ordered  me  at  once  to  reinforce  that 
pan  of  my  line  and  be  ready  to  rcjicl  tlie  attack.  1  ordered  the 
reinforcing  cohnnn  to  the  march,  and  rode  out  rapidly  in  advance 
that  I  might  see  precisely  what  was  needed.  The  threatening 
column  proved  to  be  Gen.  Fitz  John  Porter's  command.  After 
seeing  it  I  reported  back  to  Gen.  Lee  that  it  was  too  light  a  coi- 
nijin,  in  my  opinion,  to  mean  a  real  attack.  This  j^resumption 
was  correct,  and  the  advance  soon  lialted,  and  then  withdrew." 

(4cii.  Loi)i:-strcct  did  not  make  the  attack  proposed 
1/y  Gcii.  Lee,  /.  t.,  u[>ou  tlic  main  jiosition  of  tlio  Federal 
liiic.  lie  writes  tliat  further  recomioissanees  made  at 
)ii;_lit  pr(^vcd  lliat  the  Union  ]iosit!«>n  was  too  sti-ou'j:  to 
l)e  carried,  and  he  therefore  rtrdcred  liis  troops  1>aek  to 
tlie  line  first  occupied.  He  does  not  in  this  letter  cfdit 
I'orter's  eorj>s  with  any  share  in  causini:'  his  final  deter- 
nilnation  not  to  attack  the  main  line.  (icn.  L.  testified, 
however,  Itefovc  tin-  hoard  (d"  otlit-crs  appointed  for  the 
ichearitig  of  tlic  "I-'itz  John  I'ortcr  case/'  that  "'(Ten. 
Porter'.s  position  clucked  his  ((icu.  Lon-strect's)  forces 
(ill  it  was  too  late;  if  Gen.  Porter  had  attacked  that  day 
(;2'Jtli),  any  time  .after  twidvo  o'clock,  the  forces  of  wit- 
ness would  lia\  e  annihilated  him,  for  the  Federal  lines 
were  then  t.Mi  nneli  t  xteiidcd  :nni  disjointed."'  Ho  .also 
tcstilied,  "In  \  icw  of  the  iiiipoiu  I  raMo  woods,  it  \\..iild 
haw   been  \  erv  haz.irdous   for   (im.    i'orter  to   lake   his 
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coniinan<l  around  the  r(>a<l  to  (iroveton.  and,  if  he  liad 
attempted  it,  his  force  woukl  liave  been  broken  up." 

Per  contra,  Gen.  Pope  says,  in  his  official  report,  dated 
at  New  York,  January  '27,  1>^()."!  : 

"I  believe — in  fact  I  am  pD^ilive — tliat  at  five  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  of  thcSUth,  Gen.  forti  r  had  in  liis  front  no  considerahle 
body  of  tlie  enemy.  I  believed  then,  as  I  am  very  sure  now,  that 
it  was  easily  practical)le  for  him  to  have  turned  the  riirht  tlank  of 
.lackson,  and  to  have  fallen  upon  his  rear;  that  if  lie  had  done  so, 
we  should  have  giiined  a  decisive  victory  over  the  army  under 
Jackson  Ijefore  he  could  have  been  joined  Ijy  any  of  the  forces  of 
Longstreet."^ 

The  author  (h>es  not  intend  to  reliearse  the  now  fa- 
miliar facts  in  connecti(^n  with  Gen.  Porter's  actions  be- 
tween tlic  25th  and  :>Oth  of  August.  It  would,  howev(>r, 
be  pertinent  to  remark  tliat  the  unofficerlike  conduct  of 
the  general  was  more  conspicuous  in  his  dispatches  and 
movements  of  the  2Gtli,  27th  and  2Sth  than  upon  the 
29th,  for  on  tin-  afternoon  (d"  the  latter  day  he  had  ;)/-/;//^v 
focie  e\idence  of  a  freshly-arrived  force  of  the  enemy  in 
his  front,  and,  altliou-h  lie  .lid   not  attack  tliem,  he  was 

*  In  t'.eii.  Pope's  first  official  report  of  liis  operations,  maiie  September  3d,  laci, 
lie  says,  in  connection  with  the  movements  of  the  29th  :  "As  soon  as  I  found  that 
the  enemy  had  been  brought  to  .-i  halt,  and  was  being  vigorously  attacked  alon;.; 
Warrenton  turnpike,  I  sent  orders  to  McDowell  to  advance  rapidly  on  our  left  and 
att.-»ck  the  ciK-niy  on  his  tlank,  extendins;  his  right  to  meet  Reynolds'  left,  and  to 
Fitz  John  Porter  t'>  keep  his  right  well  closed  on  McDowell's  left,  and  to  attack  tl-.e 
enemy  in  flank  and  rear,  while  he  was  pushed  in  front,  'this  would  have  ni.ide  the 
line  i-f  battle  of  McDowell  and  I'.irter  at  right  an,;les  to  that  n\  the  other  lorces  en- 
gaged. The  action  raged  t'uriously  all  day,  McDowell,  although  previously  in  rear 
"f  Porter,  bringing  his  whole  corps  on  the  field  in  the  afternoon,  and  taking  a  con- 
spicuous part  in  that  day's  operations.  To  my  surprise  and  disappointment  I  re- 
■  civcd,  l.itc  in  the  aUernnou,  Uoiii  Porti  r,  a  note  saying  that  hi.i  .tdvancc  had  met 
the  enemy  on  the  riank  in  s,,nie  force,  and  that  he  v..is  retiring  upon  Manassas 
Jtmctioii  witln'Ut  attacking  Iti':  eii'Muy  or  ciiniiig  to  the  assistance  of  iiir  other 
forces.  alth'Mi.;li  ihcy  were  engaged  in  a  I'urioii-  action  only  two  miles  di-l.int.  .ml 
ir.  full  he.irlng..fhini." 
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afforded  a  soldier's  excuse  to  evaile  orders  wliicli  were 
possibly  obnoxious  to  him.  Geu.  Pope  desired  that  the 
junction  of  the  Fifth  Corps  with  his  own  avrn)-  should 
be  made  with  the. utmost  celerity.-  This  is  iiali.^pu table. 
His  dispatches  and  orders  to  Geii.  I'orter  bftwefu  the 
^fith  and  ;>Oth,  familiar  now  to  many  readers  of  this  vol- 
ume, exhibit  the  strait  which  ]-cndered  Ticee.-snry  the 
presence  of  all  avaihible  troops  at  this  mome!ii'>us  time. 
Adopting  a  liberal  view  of  Gen.  Porters  aetiDns,  it  is 
equally  uncontrovertible  that,  in  consideration  of  per- 
sonal motives,  and  primarily  in  liis  zeal  for  the  interests 
of  his  old  commander  and  fellow-soldier.  Gen.  MeClellan, 
he  was  tardy  in  his  movements  and  apparently  de>irous 
of  impeding,  rather  than  assisting  Gen.  Pope,  thus  far 
failing  in  his  duty  to  his  Govcrninent  and  wrecking  the 
soldierly  reputation  lie  liad  j.rcvi.uisly  won.  An  un- 
prejudiced mind  can  lianlly  hrlj)  cutrastinL';  the  move- 
ments of  Gen.  Porter  just  previ-.us  i>,  the  3(>th  ■■[  August 
with  those  of  other  commanders  at  critical  }.cil"ds  dur- 
ing the  Rebellion.  The  energetic  Stonewall  Jackson, 
when  on  the  marcli  towar.ls  :Mc(Mell;in's  right  at  (^aines' 
Mill,  had  only  to  send  an  aid  t<.  r;,.u.  Ewell.  a  division 
conmiander,  recpiesting  him  to  •*  /"A  oft'  to  t/f  hj't  <i)iiJ 
take  the  road  tn  CohJ  Ilarhorr  Porter's  corps  fell  the 
terrible  imjuict  of  I>attle  imnudialely  afterwards.  The 
glorious,  battle-scan-ed  Fiftli  C'nips  witni'ssed  in  ;it'ter 
months  of  campaigning  more  tlian  ^ne  unexpected  attack 
upon  its  battalions,  made  by  K.  I'd  commandeis  j.aU.us 
onlv  of  the  lionur  ..f  their  flag— -watehful,  vigilant  and 
readv  to  strike  wheicvcr  <)]>)m.i  t  unit  y  Mtferetl.  Ibnl  the 
entire  available  p. >ilion  of  llie  ,\  i  my  of  the  P.itwiiiac — 
experieneed  veterans  of  the  i\Miin-iria  — Im-cu  tiunied  to 
the  vicinitv  of   .Manas-as   and    CJaiiu  v\  iHc  at    tlir   i.ro|ier 
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uioiuent,  a  Gettysburg  luiglit  liave  palsied  the  Rebel 
war-power  in  August,  ISOri,  instead  of  ten  months  after- 
wards. 

The  morning  of  the  30th  saw  Porter's  corps  on  the 
road  towards  Groveton,  and  after  considerable  marching 
it  took  a  position  in  the  afternoon  along  the  general  line 
of  the  army — its  two  divisions  present  (^[orell's  and 
Sykes')  forming  the  left  centre  of  the  line  as  now  ar- 
ranged. Fire  was  almost  immediately  opened  from  Haz- 
litt's  and  other  batteiies,  near  Warren's  brigade,  which 
was  returned  by  the  enemy. 

Swinton,  in  his  -Army  of  the  Potonuic,"  says : 

"The  Warronton  turnpike,  wliich  intersects  the  Manassas 
battlefield,  runs  westward  up  the  valley  of  the  little  rivulet  of 
Young-s  Branch.  From  the  stream  the  gnnnul  ri^es  on  both  sides, 
in  some  places  quite  into  hills.  The  Sudley  Sjuings  Road,  on  cross- 
inir  the  stream  at  right  angles,  pa-ses  directly  over  one  of  these 
hills,  just  south  of  the  AVarreuton  turnpike  ;  and  this  liill  has  on 
it  a  detached  road  with  fields  stretching  back  away  from  it  some 
hundreds  of  yards  to  the  forest.  This  is  the  hill  whereon  what  is 
known  as  the  Henry  House  ^.tood.  To  the  west  of  it  is  another 
hill— the  Bald  Ilill/so-called— which  is,  in  fact,  a  rise  lying  be- 
tween the  roads,  and  making  about  the  same  angle  Avith  each, 
and  running  back  to  the  forest.  Between  the  two  hills  is  a 
brook,  a  tributary  of  Young's  Branch.  Upon  the  latter  hill  Gen. 
>IcDowell  directed  IJeynokls'  division  and  a  portion  of  Kickett"s 
command,  so  as  to  check  the  tlank  manceuvre  that  menaced  to 
seize  the  Warrenton  turnpike,  which  was  the  line  of  retreat  of  the 
whole  army. 

"The  occupation  of  this  po-ition  was  judicious  on  tlie  part  of 
Gen.  McDowell  ;  b>it  the  detachment  of  Reynolds  fronj  Porters 
left  for  that  purpo>e  had  an  unfortunate  r(!>ult,  for  it  expo.-jcd  the 
key-point  of  Porter's  lin.-.  Col.  (i.  K.  Warren,  who  then  com- 
manded one  of  Porter's  brigades,  seeing  the  imminence  of  the 
dancer,  at  once,  ami,  witliout  waiting  for  orders,  moved  forward 
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with  his  Muall  but  brave  brigiulo  of  about  ii  thousaiul  men,  mid 
occupied  the  imporlant  position  abandoned  by  Reynolds.* 

Upon  the  occupation.  l>y  Warren's  two  regiments,  of 
the  point  just  mentioned  by  Swinton,  six  companies  of 
the  Tenth,  under  Lieut.-CoL  Marshall,  were  ordered  out 
as  skirmisliers,  and  tliey  advanced  thnnigh  the  forest 
which  covered  the  front  and  left  of  the  brigade.  Reach- 
ing the  edge  of  the  woods  at  the  other  side  they  were 
immediately  posted,  and  in  a  few  minutes  had  obtained 
sight  of  the  enemy's  pickets,  and  were  exchanging  shots 
with  them.  The  remaining  com})aTru's  of  the  regiment 
entered  the  woods  a  short  distance  and  halted,  acting  as 
a  main  reserve.  A  few  rods  to  the  rear  and  in  the  open 
was  stationed  the  ath  New  York  in  line  of  battle. 

Gen.  Porter  liad  ordere.l  an  attack  upon  the  eiicmy"> 
position  on  his  right,  and  it  was  now  that  the  mm  ement 
was  made.  Gen.  Buttertield,  witli  his  own  brigade,  sup- 
ported by  the  balance  of  Morell's  division  and  several 
regular  battalions,  advance<l  Avith  splendid  courage,  but 
met  Gen.  Jackson's  forces  strongly  jxjsted,  and  were  com- 
pelled to  retire  with  heavy  loss.  They  suffere<l  consider- 
ably from  an  entilailing  tire  from  Longstreet's  position 
on  Jackson's  liank.t 

♦Gen.  Sykes'  Report.  ■•  t'ope's  Camp.iiK'ns"  (Kn, -,-„p.  i+6);  "The  Pennsyl- 
vania Reserves,  un.ier  Gen.  Reynolds,  h;ul  been  po5te.l  on  my  left,  south  of  Wa;  - 
renton  Pike.  Jiist  previous  t..  the  .ilt.iik,  the^e  tro,.ps  «err  withdrawn,  le.iving  ir.y 
left  flank  entirely  uncovered  and  the  Warreuton  road  open.  Col.  Warren,  5th 
New  York  Vuluicjcrs.  cmnianding  my  Third  lUigAde,  seeing  the  p.nrnmount  ne- 
cessity ot  h..ldiiii;  this  pi. int.  threw  hitnself  ther.;  with  his  briicaJe,  the  remnanLs  ff 
two  regiments,  and  eiule.ivoreil  to  till  the  ^  ip  Lrc.itcJ  hy  the  removal  of  Reynolds." 

Davenport's  "5th  New  York  Volunteers "  I  p.  267):  "Gen.  Porter's  infantry 
force  this  day  and  ihc  followins  one  consisted  of  hut  twenty-four  skeleton  rej^iment.s  ; 
Grlffui's  br14.lv!'-  n.t  h.in-  prcsoiit.  rii'.-f  n-inirnrs,  :dthoujj:h  noniinaily  conipri~- 
ini;  rive  brij;..d<-s.  ..iily  nia.le  ux  reality  ,  as  ..oniparir.i  to  the  i-ncniy's  similar  orK.ini/a- 
lions.  fi.ur  and  .  n.--l  .ill  :  :is  Warren's  hriy.ide  <if  tw  ..  rc^intenis  w.-us  smaller  b\-  one- 
half  th..n  .my  l.rl-.'d-  in  the  Confederate  army." 

t  .\lludin^  to  Gen.  liutlerflc^i'^  ait.tck,  (..en.  .S>  kes  s.iys  :  "  The  enrn.}  .  seeing 


SECOXD    BATIXE    OK    HL'T.L    RUN.  129 

This  repulse  <:>f  Porters  troops  by  Jackson  was  seem- 
insfly  the  signal  for  an  overwhelming  advance  by  Long- 
street  upon  our  line  south  of  the  pike.  According  to 
Confederate  reports,  as  given  in  Davenport's  "oth  Xew 
York  Volunteers,"  Law's  brigade,  of  Hood's  division, 
was  on  the  north  side  of  the  pike  originally,  but  crossed 
over  during  the  advance  and  joined  Hood's  own  brigade. 
This  latter  brigade  was  composed  of  the  1st,  4th  and  5th 
Texas,  18th  Georgia,  and  the  Hampton  Legion,  and  was 
Iving  south  of  the  i>ike,  directly  in  front  of  \Yarren"s 
position.  Evans"  brigade  was  just  in  the  rear  of  Hood's 
old  command,  and  the  whole  were  supported  by  Ander- 
son's division  of  three  brigades.  On  the  right  of  Hoo<l 
were  the  divisions  of  Kemper  and  Jones — three  brigades 
each. 

It  was  now  nearly  live  o'clock,  and  the  enemy  had 
become  rather  bold  in  exposing  themselves  and  exchang- 
ing shots  with  the  skirmishers  of  the  Tenth,  under  Lieut. - 
Col.  Marshall.  Suddenly  the  Rebel  pickets  aros«."  and 
ra]udly  advanced,  tiring  as  they  came,  and  the  Ti-xau 
brii^ade  bur^t  into  view  from  the  W(«o<ls  opposite,  fol- 
lowed closely  by  its  supports.  The  attack  was  so  sudden 
that  the  deployed  companies  of  the  Tenth  had  l)arely 
time  to  discharge  their  pieces  once  before  the  Rebels 
were  almost  upon  them.  The  onler  was  given  to  fall 
back,  and  a  retrograde  movenu-nt  wa>  made  througli  the 
woods,  the  nien  loading  aiul  firing  as  they  retreattMl. 
So  rapid  were  the  movements  of  tlu-  Rfbel  brigades. 
however,  that  our  skirmishers  hardly  reached  the  reserve 
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of  the  regiment  before  the  gray  coats  were  seen  through 
the  woods,  and  the  next  histant  a  destructive  volley 
tore  through  the  ranks  of  the  two  devoted  regiments, 
both  from  the  front  and  left  tlank,  killing. and  wounding 
a  great  number.  Col.  Bendix  immediately  ordered  the 
companies  in  reserve  to  march  back  over  the  intervening 
space  of  a  few  yards,  and  take  position  on  the  tlank  of 
Duryee's  Zouaves,  in  order  to  give  the  skirmishers  an 
opi)ortunity  to  fonn,  and  also  to  allow  the  oth  to  Hre  at 
the  enemy.  The  movement  was  made  quickly,  and  the 
four  companies,  on  gaining  the  position,  instantly  faced 
about  and  opened  fire  upon  the  advancing  Rebels,  who 
were  now  actually  firing  in  the  faces  of  the  two  regi- 
ments. The  skirmishing  companies  formed  as  well  as 
possible  under  the  circumstances,  but  numbers  of  these 
men  kept  on  further  towards  the  rear,  where  many 
halted  and  delivered  cfEcctive  fire  at  the  foe.  Mean- 
while the  5th,  whose  line  had  remained  unbroken,  de- 
livered a  scathing  volley  full  into  the  Rebel  regiments, 
which  Avere  almost  upon  them — the  united  tire  of  the 
brigade  cutting  swaths  in  the  Rebel  ranks  and  causing 
the  advancing  and  yelling  mass  of  men  to  slacken  their 
quick  steps  and  then  to  halt. 

The  resistance  made  by  the  two  regiments  on  thi- 
ground,  almost  surrounded  as  they  now  were  by  the  ene- 
my, who  had  really  pierce<l  our  line,  was  necessarily  of 
short  duration  ;  but  the  loss  was  very  heavy.  In  the 
Tenth,  Color-Sergt.  William  Duff,  of  Company  I,  wh<> 
carried  the  regimental  tlag,  was  mortally  woundc'l.  aii<l 
his  ihvr  was  seized  by  Srrgt.  Daniel  J.  Douirherry,  of 
Coiiii.iuiv   K',  wlio  \\:iv   riddled    bv  biiibts.      .Most  ot    the 
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c'oU)r-guar<I  were  killed  or  wounded,  and  this  flag  was 
ultimately  lost.* 

Sergt.  Albion  Alexander,  of  Company  K,  who  bore 
the  United  States  color,  was  wounded,  but  managed  to 
escape  from  the  tield,  bearing  with  him  his  charge.  Lieut. 
Jcjsiah  Iledden,  of  Company  C.  was  killed,  and  Lieuts. 
Dewey,  Culhane  and  Mossi^rop  and  Capt.  Dimmick 
were  all  severely  wounded,  falling  into  the  hands  of  tlie 
enemy. 

Individual  cases  of  heroism  and  ineffectual  bravery 
were  plentiful  in  the  regiment.  Company  A,  one  of  the 
four  remaining  in  reserve,  fought  bravely  and  sustained 
the  heavv  loss  of  17,  killed  and  wounded.  A  small  per- 
centaixe  oidy  of  the  original  "Sandy  Hook"  members 
were  left  in  the  company  after  this  desperate  after- 
noon's work.  Acting  Sergt.  Baker,  Corp.  Lon.  Rogers, 
the  gifted  Harvey  Compton,  "Tailor''  MacHale,  and  the 
tall  Frenchman,  Lombard,  were  among  those  who  were 
killed  or  mortally  wounded.  The  color  company  (T) 
also  suffered  heavily  in  killed  and  wounded,  and  tlie  loss 
among  non-commissioned  ofticers  throughout  the  regi- 
ment was  marked. 

Lieut. -Col.   Marshall  was  among  the  last  of  his  skir- 

*  rhe  color  was  taken  by  tlie  iSlh  Georgia  Kejjiinent,  anil  afterwards  deposited 
ill  the  State  Capitol,  at  Milled;4eville,  Ga.  After  the  entry  of  Sherman's  army  into 
tliiit  place,  in  the  winter  of  1S64.  this  Ha^,  with  others  which  had  been  captured  by 
(leor^jia  troops  durini;  the  war,  was  taken  possession  of  by  the  Union  forces  and 
sent  North.  It  is  now  safely  preserved  in  the  P.iireavi  of  Military  Statistics,  at  Al- 
bany, N.  v.,  toi^ether  with  otliL-r  colors  carried  by  the  National  Zouaves  during  the 
Kebellion. 

.\lfred  Davenport,  in  his  "  ;th  NewVork  Volunteers." -ays  :  '  llie  Tenth  haMU^ 
been  surprised  by  overwhclinin.;  nuiuSers.  without  any  warning;,  were  forced  !■>  f.ill 
back  to  -ave  themselves  from  anniliilation  or  capture.  The  majority  of  then)  passed 
thrnii^'h  the  ri<ht  and  centre  of  the  ^tli  Reuiineiit  ■  but.  btfure  they  could  e.Mricatt 
themselves  from  their  perilous  positi.in,  tliey  suilV-red  a  loss  in  a  very  few  minutes. 
killed,  wounded  and  mi-sinj,  of  tij.'' 
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mi.'^hers  to  retreat  from  the  woods,  and,  as  he  gaiue<1  the 
cleared  ground  in  front  of  the  line  of  battle  of  the  5th,  a 
hraAvny  Texan  close  behind  ordered  him  to  surren<ler. 
Privafe  Charles  Lederer,  of  Company  C,  instantly  lev- 
eled his  musket  and  was  the  quickest  to  lire,  the  Rebel 
fallins:  lifeless  in  his  tracks. 

But  a  few  minutes  elapsed  before  overwhelming  num- 
bers forced  the  remnants  of  the  two  regiments  to  retreat 
precipitately,  in  order  to  save  themselves  from  certain 
death  or  capture.  Several  officers  of  the  Tenth  and  Fifth, 
with  groups  of  gallant  men,  offered  praiseworthy  resist- 
ance to  the  wild  Texan  soldiers  at  different  points  of  the 
tield  and  thus  many  were  killed  or  taken  prisoners.  The 
Held  officers  of  the  Tenth  were  conspicuous  in  their  efforts 
to  rally  their  men  and  oppose  a  determined  front  to  the 
enemy's  masses,  as  were  also  the  line  officers  who  were 
not  disabled. 

The  scene  at  the  height  of  the  battle  upon  the  tield 
held  by  Col.  Warreti  was  terrible,  and  wfidly  lacked 
the  elements  of  insj.iration  calculated  lo  incite  our  sol- 
diers to  successful  efforts.  Shells  flew  over  and  through 
(he  brigade  from  both  front  an<l  rear,  and  men  were 
falling  in  all  directions  over  a  cleared  sp;ice  of  perhaps 
rive  or  six  acres.  The  bright  red  unifi.nns  uf  Duryee's 
Ziiiiavev,  and  the  blue  blouses  of  our  own  regiment,  cov- 
cre.l  the  ground  thickly.  Brothers  and  boon  comrades 
were  shot  or  bayoncte-l  by  the  mruiy  wtiile  attemi.ting 
to  succor  those  wlio  wen-  dear  td  tluin,  and  such  efforts 
were  at  last  impossible.  To  the  right,  where  the  battle 
rau'ed  with  less  bias,  the  re-^nhir  hallaliwns  were  liotly 
en-a<rid,  as  were  MeDnwelTs  tro,,i,s  ,,,,  the  Kft  of  W av- 
leii,  and  the  steady  rattle  of  their  volley.s,  mingled  with 
the  incessant   thurnlerin<x  of  artillery,  became  more  ob- 
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servable  as  we  grew  acciusronied  to  the  din  immedi- 
ately enveloping  us.  (4en.  Pope's  line  had  hecome  en- 
gaged along  its  entire  centre  and  left,  as  the  Rebel 
divisions,  gathering  additional  courage  from  their  success 
on  Warren's  front,  now  sought  to  crush  the  Union  left 
completely  and  seize  our  lines  of  retreat. 

The  stand  of  our  own  little  brigade,  althougli  lasting 
so  short  a  time,  had  not  been  in  vain.  The  volleys  of 
musketry  from  the  two  regiments,  though  irregular,  liad 
been  murderous,  and  the  clieck  which  the  oncoming 
thousands  of  the  enemy  thus  received  in  their  impetuous 
advance  from  the  woods  Avas  enough  to  seriously  dampen 
their  ardor,  and  afforded  an  opportunity  for  different 
dispositions  of  the  troops  on  our  right  and  an  effectual 
resistance  to  the  determined  charges  of  the  Confederates 
u]»on  Porter's  gradually  retiring  brigades. 

A.  H.  Guernsey,  in  Harper's  "  History  of  the  War," 
says  :  "  Warren's  desperate  stand  had  not,  however,  been 
unavailing.  To  all  secTuing  it  saved  the  defeat  fnnn  be- 
coming a  rout."  * 

*  In  Swiiiton's  "Army  of  the  rot.nnac,"  p.  i.ji,  Dcciirs  the  followiii.;  :  "  Warren, 
(■ccupyinsj  tlie  important  position  he  h;ul  >cii!e<l,  held  on  stoutly  and  against  a  fear- 
ful loss,  till  all  the  rest  of  Porter's  corps  had  been  retired,  and  only  withdrew  w  hen 
the  enemy  hail  advanced  so  close  as  to  lire  in  the  very  faces  of  his  men. 

("ten.  Sykes,  in  his  Report  C  Pope's  Campaiirn,"  p.  14SI,  m.akes  the  following 
statement  of  the  occurrences  on  the  tield  :  "  I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
major-general  commanding  to  the  services  of  Cols.  Warren,  liuchanan  and  Ch.ip- 
man,  United  St.itos  Army,  cumniandin<;  bris;ades  of  my  division.  Their  co-.hicis. 
cour.n^e  and  example  were  conspicuous  •  their  claim  to  promotion  li.as  been  earned 
on  fields  of  battle  lonj,' prior  to  that  of  the  ^olh  of  August,  iS- -J."  ♦  »  » 

■■  Had  the  elTorts  of  these  otliccrs,  those  o(  Cieit-..  Keynolds,  Reno  and  Dutter 
field,  been  properly  sustained,  it  is  douhifnl  if  the  day  had  gone  against  us.  War- 
ren's C'^mm.md  was  s.a^rificed  by  the  wlthdr.-.wal  of  Reynolds'  troops  from  my  left 
.iiid  their  ii''n-rcp!.icement  by  othcis.  l  hi;  cnon'.y  mask'.-d  .ind  concealed  liis  bri- 
K-i'-Icn  in  the  forests  south  of  the  \S  aiicntun  pike.  Hi^  presence  was  unseen  and 
imkniiA  M  until  he  appe.ired  in  snMicient  strength  to  overpower  tlie  infantry  opposed 
to  him.  " 
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The  loss  of  the  Tenth,  m  killed  and  wounded,  is  esti- 
mated at  ahout  130.  Many  of  the  wounded  fell  into 
the  enemy's  hands,  and  several  uninjured  men  were  pro- 
bably captured  before  they  could  extricate  themselves 
from  the  forest. 

The  following  were  killed  instantly  or  died  of  wounds 
received  : 

Company  A  :  Sergt.  Alonzo  Rogers  ;  Corp.  William 
C.  Baker ;  Privates  John  C.  MacHale,  Harvey  P.  Comp- 
ton,  John  Gillman,  August  Lombard,  John  Smith. 

Company  C  :  Second-Lieut.  Josiah  He<ldeu  ;  Corp. 
Frederick  Bland  ;  Private  Nicholas  Smith. 

Company  E  :  Private  Henry  ^fallin. 

Company  F:  Corp.  Archibald  Smith;  Private  Chris- 
tian Schlenbam,  Thomas  ^IcAvoy. 

Company  G:  Corp.  Hugh  Reilley ;  Privates  William 
3Iulkey,  Charles  Sehoeck. 

Company  II  :  Privates  Edward  French.  James  Smitli, 
Charles  Scutt,  John  Sullivan. 

Company  I:  Color-Sergt.  Wni.  Dutf  ;  Privates  John 
S.  Dockham,  George  Kavanagh.  Francis  Smith,  .lolin 
Will.  Samuel  ]\IcOlullens,  John  Johnson. 

Company  K  :  Sergts.  Daniel  J.  Dougherty,  Alexander 
Finlay;  Private  Cliarles  McLouglilin. 

Total,  31.* 

Two  or  tlirre  wagons  with  rations  for  ourl)rigaile  had 
started  from  C<iitre\  iile.  cro-.-inir  Bull  Run  at  the  stone 
bridge,  and  \wvv  goiii<_''  np  the  rising  ground  south  of 
the  stream  when  tlu-  attack  nj.on  onr  position  reached 
its  culminating  point.  Sj'eiit  l>:»lls  tlcw  around,  and 
strauirlinLT    iir,nit-< onri'-rs   of    thi-   driven    l>rigadt'    eaiut- 

»  Th'-  iKiiiics  if  the  n,i->nn;  iiiot  liv.irJ  ff^nii  ami  .m  iiiconipletc  li>t  of  the 
vKunileJ  wii;  K-  f»mut  in  tin;  Ai.i.':'<'l'>>- 
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over  the  crest  of  the  liill  towards  the  rear.  A  section  of 
a  battery  catiie  thnii.leriuir  down  tlie  decline,  one  of  the 
pieces  being  precipitated  into  a  gully  along  the  road,  and 
two  or  three  shells  bursting  in  unpleasant  proximity  to 
the  wagons,  hastened  a  panic  already  tl.reatened  among 
the  teamsters.  In  a  twinkling  the  teams  were  turned  to 
the  right  and  left,  at  least  one  of  the  wagons  being  over- 
turned in  the  frantic  effort  to  head  to  tiie  rear.  Traces 
were  cut,  and  drivers  and  horses  hurried  back  towards 
the  bridge,  while  the  scores  of  soldiers  Avho  noM-  tilled 
the  road  on  their  way  from  the  bloody  field  beyond  for- 
got, for  the  time,  the  enemy  behind  them,  and,  reinem- 
l>ering  only  that  they  were  hungry,  swarmed  around  the 
deserted  wagons  and  tilled  their  haversacks  with  rolfee, 
hard  tack  and  bacon.  This  issue  of  rations  was  i>robably 
the  quickest  ever  ma<le  in  the  history  of  Warren's  bn- 
ii-ade,  and  our  men  luul  certainly  never  been  more  m 
need  of  them. 

First-Lieut.  (W'>>.  >I.  Dewey  wa-  struek  on  the  fore- 
head by  a  fragment  of  shell  and  rendere<l  insensible, 
rpon  recovering  eonseiousness,  he  s;iw  that  he  was  alone, 
with  the  exception  of  the  pro>trate  forms  of  the  killed 
iin.l  wounded,  which  strewed  the  uround.  Walking 
>lowIy  towards  the  run.  he  waded  into  the  cooling  watei-, 
an<l.  while  cogitating  how  he  miglil  escape  tln-..iiuh  the 
liebel  linev,  a  >liu!itly  woun.led  otlieer  of  a  Te.\a>  regi- 
ment passed,  accompanied  by  two  or  three  sohliers.  and 
Dewey  surrendered  to  this  .-^uad.  He  accompanied 
them  to  a  hospital  cainp  in  tlu"  woo.ls.  near  the  scene  of 
The  recent  stru-gle.  a. id  tliere  came  in  contact  wllIi  ;; 
w..nnde<l  ..tlicer  ot  tiie  l"-t'n  (nor-ia,  C'apt.  (.)"niicn.  who 
seemed  at  once  to  fancy  Lieut.  D..  and,  after  -ome  c-n- 
Vi'rsation,    olfered    his    protection    and    companionship. 


i:;r,  the  national  zouaves. 

I'lilii  Dcw<  \-  was  ]jar'olecl,  together -with  numbers  ofotlier 
i.i-isoners,  s'Hue  luirr  days  thereiifter,  he  received  the  best 
.,)'  attention  :u\d  the  same  food  that  was  allowed  the 
\vr>mide(l  oni-ii-s  of  ihe  l)r3gaile  in  whose  hospital  he  Avas 
eai-ed  for.  'I'lireL-  days  after  the  light  he  unexpeetedly 
(••uie  upon  f!ie  dead  body  of  ("olor-Sergt.  Dutf.  Both 
01  his  legs  had  been  amputate<l  ;  lie  had  evidently  died 
>!iiring  or  so..ii  after  the  operation,  as  he  was  still  lying 
Mil  tlte  board  used  as  an  operating  table.  Most  of  the 
Ii'mHcs  of  tile  men  of  the  Fifth  and  Tenth  still  lying  un- 
buried  were  nnreeognizable,  being  blackened  and  bloated 
!..-vond  <l(>s',-riptJon.  The  corjises  had  been  stripped  of 
mo-it  of  thi'ir  elorhijig  and  some  were  as  naked  as  they 
were  when  born.  The  ragged  legions  of  Confederates  had 
lot  !iesitate<l  to  eipiip  themsi'lves  in  the  uniforms  of  their 
iif.'less  enemies,  leaving  their  own  Avorn-out  habiliments 
V.  !i.  re  they  had  dropped  them. 

Color-Curps.  S.imuel  McDonald  and  E<lward  A.  Du- 
\n'\  were  each  hadlv  Avounded.  Tlie  former  was  unable 
in  move  and  remained  upon  tiie  tl.ld  >everal  da\  s  before 
lie  Avas  j.aroled  and  removed.  After  the  brigade  had 
iallen  back,  J>ubcy  Avas  endeavoring  to  craAvl  to  the  run, 
\\],en  ainount"d  IJeliel  ealle<l  upon  him  to  ''lay  <loAvn." 
!!.■  refused,  ami  l\\<'  mercile>s  hor-eman  shot  him  in  the 
arm  witli  his  revolver.  Still  Did-ey  managed  to  reach 
111.'  opposite  -ide  of  the  run,  wliere  Capt.  Dimmick  ami 
l/nul.  3I0VMT01.  were  lying  divablr.l— t lie  former  shot 
(i'r.,iig]i  both  h'-s  and  the  latter  in  the  side.  The  hol- 
low along  this  streamli't,  in  the  rear  of  what  had  been 
\^  anen's  po^ilioii,  A\as  now  m;ide  a  hot  ]ilaei>  by  the 
l-atierv  of  NaoolroMv  with  \\Iiieli  oiir  i>re-en(  line  was 
b,-iiig  >tuhl.oinly  held,  and  along  lie-  nm  the  Te\a-^  re- 
■jonents  reformed   as    if  to  chai''.ie   the  guns.      The  three 
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woundfj  men  lay  liere  nearly  three  days.  On  the  even- 
ing of  the  thir<l  «lay,  after  they  had  Mitfered  almost  un- 
endurahly,  and  had  submitted  to  the  rol»l)eries  of  Rebel 
prowlers  and  marauders  (with  the  exception  of  Dubey, 
who  by  sheer  boldness  and  hard  words  eidisted  the  ad- 
miration of  the  thieves),  and  when  it  seemed  that  death 
must  soon  ensue,  the  attention  of  a  passing  Rebel  ofheer 
was  attracted  by  a  masoilic  pin  Avorn  Ijy  Lieut.  Moss- 
crop.  He  interested  himself  in  the  three  comrades  : 
their  wounds  were  dressed  and  theyAvere  conveyed  in  an 
ambulance  t<.)  a  neighboring  house,  wlicre  they  were, 
in  a  day  or  two,  paroled,  and  managed  to  reach  Wash- 
ington. Sixteen  years  afterwards  Capt.  Dimmick  met 
.Capt.  Hugh  Barr,  their  masonic  friend,  in  \Vinchester, 
Va.,  and  recognized  him.  Lieut.  3[osscrop's  sword, 
wliich  lie  liad  surrendered  perforce,  was,  in  the  follow- 
ing .Tamiavy,  returned  to  him  by  Lieut.  Carter,  of  the 
4th  Vermont  Regiment,  \\  ho  had  taken  it  from  a  wounded 
Rebel  at  the  battle  of  South  ^Mountain,  3[d. 

Second-Lieut.  Josiah  Hedden,  of  Company  C,  was 
the  only  otHcer  of  the  Tenth  killed.  He  had  been  i)ro- 
moted  f()r  conspicuous  eonrage  shown  at  Gaines'  Mill, 
aud  was  emulating  his  former  bravery  when  the  fatal 
bullet  struck  him. 

When  darkness  c.-ime  to  end  this  day  of  battle,  the 
left  of  Gen.  Popt^'s  line  had  beeu  force.l  ha<-k  about  half 
a  tniU",  l)Ut  still  eo\-ered  the  turniiike.  whieh  was  the 
only  safe  line  of  i-etreat.  ,\.t  eight  o'elork,  r.  "sr..  Gen. 
r*o).e  M'Ut  instructions  (o  his  eorps  coinmauders  to  with- 
<\v:\w  ro^\•al•d^  ( "eiitrevillr.  dc-iLrnatiiii:-  the  route  of  each 
and  llie  iiovition  iu'  was  to  takt — (ieii.  lieuo  l)eing  or- 
dered   to  cov  ,  r  the  retreat. 
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REPORT  OF  COL.  G.  K.  WARREX  * 

Commanding  Tiiiun  Buioade,  Sykes'  Divisiun,  Portek's 
FrFTH  Army  Cours. 

HEADQrARTEKS   TlURD   BRIGADE. 

Sykes'  Division,  September  (>tli,  Isf3'2. 

Sir  :— I  take  leave  to  present  liere^vith  a  sketch  of  the  field  of 
action  of  the  :)Oth  of  August,  as  it  appeared  to  me,  with  an  ae- 
eount  of  what  I  witnessed  and  the  part  sustained  by  my  Ijrigade, 
consisting  of  the  5th  New  York  Volunteers,  about  4i)(>  strong,  and 
the  Tenth  New  York  Volunteers,  afcout  oil)  strong.  [Diagram.] 
*  *  *  Smead'>  and  RandoU's  batteries  in  the  road  near  me. 
Hazlitt's  ritled  battery  was  executing  an  order  from  Cien.  Porter 
to  take  up  a  position  at  where  Reynolds  had  been  (Ila/.iitt's  but- 
tery -was  without  support,  and  our  whole  left  flank  was  uncov- 
ered). I  immediately  M>>unied  the  responsibility  of  occupying  the 
place  Reynolds,"  division  liail  vacated,  and  making  all  the  show  of 
force  I  could. 

For  this  purpose  I  dei>!oyed  three-tiflhs  of  the  Tenth  New 
York  Volunteers  to  hold  the  edge  r>f  the  woods  towards  the  enemy 
on  our  left,  and  keeping  the  oth  New  York  VolunUers  in  reserve. 
out  of  view  of  the  enemy's  battery. 

Notice  of  this  movement  of  mine  I  immediately  sent  by  an  otti- 
cer  to  Gen.  Syke^  or  (Jen.  P(Mler.  lie  found  the  latter,  who  di- 
rected me  to  hold  on.  and  sent  me  inounlid  ordeilies  to  keep  him 
informed.  lie  w;i<,  I  believe,  near  where  Weed's  battery  was 
plai'cd,  I  proliably  had  the  best  view  ot  what  followed  that  t!ie 
I'attktield  i-ic-entci.  A^  suou  a-  (Un.  Butterfield's  bri-uh'  ad- 
vanced up  till'  bill,  there  w  ms  a  great  (•(.nimotion  amonu-  llie  Rtbfl 
forces,  and  the  whole  side  of  the  iiill  ;nul  cd-es  of  the  woods 
>w;ii-me.l  A\itb  men  b.Coic  uumiii.  'i"iu' clVcct  \\a>  not  utdike  flii-li- 
ing  a  ((Aey  of  (piails.  'I'hr  memy  fell  back  to  liie  sidi>  of  the  rail- 
road and  took  slieller  on  the  railroad  cut  and  l>ehiud  the  emb;uik- 
ment,  an<i  lined  tii.'  <dv;,  ^  of  the  w..o,l,  b,>ond.  ]5uttei!h;ld-s 
advance  beyond  the  bi'owof  tlu'  liiil  \va-  iinpo>^iiilr.  and  taking 
liis  po>ition,  his  troop>  opcniui  lire  on  tJK   enrmy  in   front,  who. 

*  From  D.ivenpiirl's  "  History  o(  the  31I1  New  Viirk  V'^luiitccrs." 
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from  liis  sheltered  pn-itiuii  relunietl  it  viiiornusly,  while,  ut  the 
same  time,  a  battery,  somewhere  in  the  iiroloiigatioii  of  the  line 
(E,  B),  opened  a  most  destructive  enfilading  tire  with  .-iiherioal 
case  shot.  It  became  evident  to  me  tliat  without  heavy  reinforee- 
ments  Gen.  Buttertield's  troops  must  fall  back  or  be  slaughtered, 
llie  only  assistance  he  received  being  from  Ha/.lilfs  battery, 
wiiich  I  wa-  supporting,  and  Weed's  (near  X). 

After  muking  a  most  desperate  and  hopeless  tight.  Gen.  Butter- 
tield's troops  fell  back,  and  the  enemy  immediately  formed  and 
advanced.  Hazlitfs  battery  now  did  good  execution  on  them, 
and  forced  one  column  that  advanced  beyond  the  point  of  the 
woods  (at  A)  to  fall  back  into  it.  Unwillin-i-  to  retire  from  the 
po.sition  I  held,  which  involved  the  witlidiawal  of  this  efiicient 
battery  and  the  e\posin-e  of  the  flanks  of  our  retreating  forces,  I 
held  on,  hoping  that  fresh  troops  would  be  tlu'own  forward  to 
meet  the  enemy  now  advancing  in  the  open  fields  ;  well  knowing, 
however,  that  my  position  was  one  frmn  w  iiicb  I  could  not  retreat 
in  the  face  of  a  superior  force.  IJeynulds"  division  on  my  left. 
probably  aware  of  the  suj^erior  force  of  !hi>  eiieiny  gatheriii'.;  in  his 
front,  fell  back  from  I  towaids  P.  'i'he  enemy  atlvaneed  with 
rapidity  upon  my  pc».ition,  with  the  i-sidcnt  intention  of  lapiurincr 
Ilazlitt's  battery.  The  Tenth  New  York  was  compelled  lo  fall 
back,  scarcely  arrivinLr  at  tlie  iKi^itinn  held  by  the  ."itli  New  York 
before  the  enemy:  and  in  such  a  maimer  as  to  almost  cmpletely 
prevent  the  .1th  from  lirim;-  upon  them.  While  I  was  endeavoring 
to  clear  them  from  I  lie  fiont,  the  enemy,  in  force,  opened  fire  from 
the  woods  on  tiie  rear  and  l(^ft  flank  of  l!ie  •"itli  with  mosi  fearful  ef- 
fect. 1  then  gase  ilie  oid.T  lo  faci;  about  and  niareli  down  liic  liill, 
so  a.s  to  bring  ihe  ( ininy  all  on  our  fiunt ;  but  in  the  roar  ot  mus- 
ketry I  could  only  be  lieaid  a -liori  diMance.         ■'         "         "         ■•• 

Before  the  colois  aii<i  ilic  reinnaui  •>(  llie  regiment  (the  .llli) 
could  lie  extricated,  •J'.i's  men  of  the  .".ili  and  i:;:!  of  tlie  Teiitii  New- 
York  were  killed  or  wouiidid.  In  liie  Tmlh  Xew  York,  l.ienl. 
Ile.lden  was  killed,  and  Gapt.  Dimmi.  k.  Lieut.  Dewey,  Lieut. 
Movvciop  and  Lieut.  Gulliane  woumlcil. 

\\ra>>i>ir,l  fr,.|ii  ilie  tlrid  T:  of  III.  A  ound.d  of  the.-.;h  an,l  s 
of  ih,.  Tenth.     The  remaind.r  f.'ll  in!.,  ihr  liaiids  of  the  en. my. 

Biav<  r  men  than  ilio-e  who  fouuhl  and  fell  that  dav  could  not 
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be  found.     It  was  iinpo-^iblc  for  u-  \"  do  more,  ru'!.  ;  s  i.-^  well 
known,  ;ill  the  efforts  of  our  arnw  l.;r. -ly  cli'.dved  thvs  ;i;:vaiice. 
Very  re-pectfuUy,  your  ulxjcUent  *-,:'-\  .lu!, 
[Signeil,]  "      0.  i-I    Wakue.v, 

Col.  3tli  X.  Y.  V-!.-..  r-oin.  Tliird   nri-;ide. 

Lip:ct.  IIeyward  Cl ttixg, 

Acting  Aidi-  dr  Cnmp,  mm 

A.  A.  A.  G.,  Sykcs-  Division. 

Daring  tlic  nigliT  of  tlie  ;>U!li,  the  weary  divisions  of 
the  Union  army  "witlulrew  to\v.iru<  C'entrevilii-.  They 
had  met  with  extraordinary  lo-.;  ;  ln;t  the  .-;in)ple  I'l.sses- 
sion  of  the  battlefield  hardly  eonipejisatcd  tlie  Rehels 
for  their  loss  of  hetwern  eight  ;i!id  nine  thousr.nd  men. 
Although  ^Ye  had  Iteen  virtual!;.-  deflated,  and  <v,ir  lines 
so  bent  and  broken  as  to  demand  a  retreat,  ther.-  was  no 
panic  such  as  that  which  had  f..!i.'\'. cil  the  batth-  fought 
a  year  previous  on  neaily  the  .-;,!!<  around.  '1  iu-  liri- 
gade  of  Col.  AVarren  A^as  umk  r  d'^s'  ij/line,  and,  althi.ugh 
the  ranks  of  its  two  regimeiits  ^viVi'  s;idly  de]>i'  fe'l,  tlie 
regimental  ami  coni^iaii}'  orgaTi.'.;i'-;'  us  were  still  pe)-fect. 

Centreville  was  reaihed  early  in  the  morning,  and 
position  was  taken  ahuig  the  en!  r  iu-.ti.'d  line  on  the  north 
or  right  of  the  village — the  otfun  r^  and  men  of  tlie  Tenth 
proceeding  to  snatch  what  shep  ■!  "y  could  under  the 
peltings  of  a  severe  rain  storm,  i'in  se  heavy  fall.s  o''  rain 
now  seemed  to  be  an  inevitaliie  (.ci  -irrtMice  after  sevt-re 
batlhs,  aiul,  in  the  h'-tory  n\'  i\a-  v:-.'.--.  -carce  a  hatlh'  of 
ma'jintude  occurit-d  without  i;s  I'.. Mowing  id"  rain,  mud 
and  di.-eomfort.  I'pou  ridl-'-d!.  -  n  ilu- ."'.  1st,  it  m:is  found 
that  tie-  number  of  oliicn-s  and  ni.  n  p  ■  -••nt  with  t  !v  i-i."j:i- 
meiit  ha.l  <iwindird  lo  Imi,  asu:."'!  po:-;  i,,u  of  tiu- st  ren!j-t  h 
on  thr  luorniug  of  liic  preceding  d.iy.  Sonu'  eonipanies 
weie   but    skeletons,    conunandi'd    .''\    serticanls,  and    the 
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regiment  presented  a  sorry  spectacle.  Soon  afterwards, 
however,  «;tragglers,  comprising  the  sick  and  slightly 
wounded,  and  those  wlio  bad  become  separated  from  the 
command  dui-ing  the  night's  march,  made  their  appear- 
ance, and  by  the  afternoon  the  regimental  strength  was 
considerably  increased. 

Tlie  movements  of  the  enemy  towards  the  right  of 
our  army,  in  the  direction  of  Fairfax  Court  House,  was 
so  evident  by  the  afternoon  of  the  first  of  September 
that  Gen.  Pope  made  new  dispositions  of  his  ditferent 
corps — the  Fifth  Corps  (Porter's)  being  directed  to 
unite  with  tlie  right  of  Gen.  Sumner,  whose  corps,  the 
Second,  was  posted  near  the  roa<l.  from  Centreville  to 
Fairfax.  Just  before  sunset  the  enemy  attacked  the 
Union  forces  on  the  right,  and  there  ensued  the  battle  of 
Chantilly,  in  Avhich  the  country  lost  the  services  of  two 
brave  general  officers,  Kearny  and  Stevens.  The  tide 
of  battle  did  uot  reach  Porter's  corps,  and,  during  the 
next  day  and  night,  the  whole  army  was  withdrawn  to 
the  defences  around  Washington. 

The  troops  remained  here  during  three  or  four  days, 
resting  and  undergoing  a  general  cleaning  process.  The 
knapsacks  and  the  ofhcers''  baggage,  which  had  been 
sent  from  Harrison's  Landing  by  Avater  previous  to  the 
evacuation  of  th;it  place,  were  received  by  the  Tenth, 
and  the  wclcornc  (ipportunity  was  otfert'd  tor  a  compK-te 
change  of  uii<]erclotliinu-.  ^lail^  were  al>o  received,  dat- 
ing nearly  two  weeks  l>ack.  One  of  the  saiMc^t  duties 
it  had  yet  falli-n  to  the  lot  of  the  regiment  to  perform 
now  pn-cnted  itself.  The  kiiaps:ick>  of  t l\eir  rojurailfs 
ulio  liacj  f;ilK  n  in  l)attif  Merc  to  l»i.-  examined,  and  tlie 
contents  forwai'dcd  to  their  relative^,  if  the  addre>>es  of 
such  were  known.     'I'he  nielancholv  dutv  was  performed 
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with  s;i(I  feeliiiirs,  and  men  who  liad  passed  througli 
the  fiery  ordeal  at  Bull  Run  with  xmfalteriiig  courage 
were  moved  to  tears,  in  some  cases,  as  the  memorv  of 
dead  comrades  arose  in  their  minds. 

The  Rebels  had  vainly  endeavored  to  discover  weak 
points  in  the  line  of  the  Federal  army,  which  stretched 
like  a  cordon  of  steel  in  front  of  the  Xational  capital, 
and,  encouraged  by  the  successes  of  the  past  two  weeks, 
ventured  upon  a  scheme  of  invasion  long  contemplated, 
and  which  they  now  believed  to  be  feasible.  Gen.  Lee 
moved  his  army  rapidly  to  Leesburg,  whence  he  crossed 
the  Potomac  into  3Iaryland  by  various  fords.  Having 
thus  thrown  a  large  force  across  the  river,  he  moved  to 
the  interior  and  occupied  Frederick  City.  Meanwhile, 
President  Lincoln  had  relieved  Gens,  Pope  and  McDow- 
ell from  their  commands,  and,  although  for  a  while  per- 
plexed in  the  choice  of  a  new  leader,  he  at  length  decided 
to  appoint  Gen.  McClollan  to  the  comnuind  of  the  com- 
bined armies.  McClellan  immediately  saw  the  necessity 
of  action,  to  counteract  the  new  Rebel  movements,  and 
crossed  the  Potomac  with  the  advance  of  his  army  on  the 
6th  of  September — Sykes'  division  niarchuig  to  Tenally- 
town  on  that  day.  During  the  next  few  days  the  division 
moved  rather  hjisurely  through  a  tine  countrv,  bringing 
Tip  the  rear  of  the  army,  and  reaching  the  Monocacv 
River,  near  Frederick  City,  on  the  l.'Uli. 

Tlie  teamsters  of  the  army  were  in  tlicnis(dves  an 
army  numbered  by  thousands.  'Die  luml»ering  wag()n>. 
canvas  covered  and  loaded  to  the  tops,  formed  long 
lines  in  the  rear  of  tlieir  respet-tive  divisions,  and  pre- 
sented a  ])icrurescpu'  ap[>earance  iVoni  a  di>tance.  as  the 
^eeIningly  endless  trains  wound  their  <i'rpentine  lengths 
along  the  roads.      Tn  this  campaign  the  hills  and  mount- 
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uins  of  Maryland  sometimes  subjected  the  quality  of  the 
-wagons  and  the  expertness  and  profanity  of  the  team- 
sters to  a  severe  test.  It  is  douLtf ul  if  the  virtues  of  that 
much  suffering  animal,  tlie  traditional  army  mule,  will 
ever  be  sufficiently  extolled.  The  long-eared  and  brazen- 
voiced  quadruped,  at  times  cursed  and  belabored,  and 
again  coaxed  and  cajoled,  was  the  patient  medium  by 
which  the  troo])S  were  fed  with  coffee  and  hard  tack, 
powder  and  ball.  A  famous  military  writer  has  asserted 
that  "an  army  moves  on  its  stomach,"  and  here  the  mule 
comes  in.  The  innate  stubl^ornness  of  one  of  these  des- 
|)ised  members  of  the  quartermaster's  staff  has  often 
shown  itself  in  some  narrow  mountain  pass,  or  while 
crossing  a  bridge,  and  in  such  cases  the  luckless  and 
hungry  body  of  soldiers  have  awaited  with  painful 
anxiety  the  arrival  of  that  particular  train  with  rations. 
The  animal  M'as  never  particular  as  to  his  diet,  which 
consisted  of  oats  or  hay,  cornstalks  or  oak  leave>, 
wagon  boxes,  stray  overcoats  and  blankets,  the  tail  or 
mane  of  some  social  and  too  confiding  horse,  or  what- 
ever else  his  fancy  dictated  or  the  fortunes  of  camp 
threAV  within  his  reach. 

The  teamsters  of  the  Tenth  were,  as  a  rule,  men  Avho 
had  handled  the  reins  before  their  army  experience,  and 
they  proveil  adepts  at  mameuvering  a  "'"six  mule  team." 
Tommy  Quinn,  of  Company  C,  their  chief  (wlio  had  for 
some  tinu^  served  as  Brigade  Wagonmaster),  was  lithe 
and  (piick  and  ro(le  a  horse  as  nimble  as  himself,  lie 
could  extricate  u  train  from  ditliculties  in  less  time  than 
it  woidd   ha\f  taken  nio>t  uieii  tt>  study  the  situation. 

Are  there  any  of  the  survivors  oi'  the  'i'tiitli,  who  par- 
ticipated in  the  campaign--  of  ls(>-j,  who  will  not  recolle(*t 
"Dick,"  the  colored  individual  who  c(joked  for  the  com- 
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■niissarY-sery:eant  and  the  teamsters  ?  Probably  la- was 
the  best  known  aiul  most  conspicuous  character  in  the  ili- 
vision,  excepting  the  division  and  brigade  commanders. 
He  stood  scarcely  ti-ve  feet  in  his  shoes  (which  he  seldom 
wore),  his  length  being  sei-iously  diminished  by  his 
outrageouslv  tangled  legs,  which  overlapped  at  the  knees 
and  spread  from  thence  below,  or  rather  outwai'd,  at  an 
absurd  angle,  making  his  walk  a  veritable  "grapevine 
twist."  He  had  a  heavy  and  not  very  intelligent  cast 
of  featui-es  ;  but  was  acute  enough  in  perception  in  spite 
of  his  countenance  and  bodily  deformity.  On  the  march, 
Dick,  -with  his  knock-knees,  managed  to  keep  up  with 
the  wagons,  even  when  they  were  at  a  good  round  trot — 
slinging  himself  with  liis  long  arms  to  a  handy  feed-box 
when  tired  of  pedestrianism.  There  he  would  hang  with 
his  weather  eye  open  for  any  stray  quartermaster — those 
officers  never  permitting  any  impediment  in  the  shape 
(if  "cutting  behind"  while  on  the  march.  Dick's  bean 
soup  was  celebrated  tliroughout  the  regiment.  Con- 
cocted literally  of  leans,  with  pork,  onions,  dessicated 
vegetables  and  other  <'f  c^frras  thrown  in,  it  was  a  dish 
lit  for  an  epicurean  feast,  and  the  recollection  of  it  has 
often  caused  the  w  riter's  mouth  to  water. 

McCli'llan's  advance  through  ]\[aryland  compelled 
the  enemy  to  leave  Frederick,  and.  hard  pressed  on  his 
way  towards  the  fords.  Lee  lialted  a  portion  of  his 
armv  atTuiuer's  Ga[),  on  ISuuth  3Iouiitain.  The  advance 
of  the  Union  army  (Burnside's  eorps)  here  attacked 
the  Rebel  liue>,  and  a  desperate  contiict  eu>ued,  ending 
in  the  defeiil  :nid  retreat  of  the  Rebels  under  (ieiis. 
D.  H.  llil!  and  i.ungsrreet.  A  bra\er  "  soMu.,-.-  battle" 
was  never  !i>ii-!it    tluin    that  of  Suutli    .Mountain,  b\   the 
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soldiers  of  Gens.  Buni.side  and  Hooker,  on  the  14tli  of 
September,  1SG2.* 

On  the  night  of  this  day  and  the  next  niornino;  the 
whole  army  was  advanced.  Porter's  command,  consist- 
ing oidy  of  Sykes'  division  (the  balance  of  the  corps 
having  been  marched  towards  Boonesboro),  followed, 
with  Biiruside's  corps,  the  old  Sharpsburg  Road,  with 
orders  to  reinforce  Gen,  Franklin's  corps,  or  to  move  on 
Sharpsburg,  according  as  circumstances  should  demand, 
when  the  road  from  Boonesboro  to  Rohrersville  should 
be  reached.  The  route  led  through  Turner's  (iap,  and 
the  road  over  the  mountain  was  littered  with  the  debris 
of  the  day's  conflict — numbers  of  Confederate  dead,  lying 
at  intervals  along  the  route,  attesting  the  struggle  which 
had  taken  place  ere  the  enemy  were  eventually  driven 
from  their  strong  position. 

During  the  lOth  and  ]>ait  of  the  17th  (the  great  day 
of  the  battle  of  Aiitietaui),  Porter's  corps  (now  rein- 
forced by  Morell's  division,  which  had  arrived  from 
Boonesboro),  occupied  a  position  on  the  east  side  of  An- 
tietam  Creek,  acting  as  reserve — its  line,  according  to 
McClellan's  Report,  ''filling  the  interval  between  the 
right  wing  and  (ien.  Burnside's  command,  and  guarding 
the  nuiin  approach  from  the  enemy's  })Ositiou  to  our 
trains  of  supply.  *  *  *  Once  having  })en('- 


*  While  Oen.  McCIell.in  w.i-,  ael:iyea  ut  the  South  Mountain  p.-isscs  by  an 
inconsidcrablo  portion  of  I.c<^'s  arFny,  Jackson's  corps  of  three  divisions,  assisteil  hy 
Mcl.aw's  and  Anderson's  divisions,  were  resolutely  encirclin;^  Harper's  Ferry  and 
Molivar  Heii^hts,  held  by  Col.  L).  S.  Milc>,  and  at  the  tnonieni  that  McClcllan  was 
induing  a  disp.-»tch  to  Washington  from  near  South  Mountain,  vi/.  ten  a.  m.,  of  the 
I3lh..  reporting  the  rout  and  demoralisation  of  I.ee's  army  nn  the  nth.  and  the 
niinored  woundinR  of  the  Rebel  leader  himself,  the  c.ipitui.ition  of  Harper's  Ferry 
was  taking  place,  surrendcrin.:^  over  11,000  men  and  7  ;  canm.n  to  a  portion  jf  lee'-. 
forces. 

10 
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trated  this  line,  tlie  enemy's  passage  to  our  rear  could 
have  met  with  but  feeble  resistance." 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  IGth,  while  our  brigade  was 
in  the  act  of  changing  position,  and  while  i-esting  along 
the  Sharpsburg  turnpike.  Gen.  Mansfield,  now  in  com- 
mand of  the  new  Twelfth  Corps,  passed  the  National 
Zouaves.  lie  had,  months  before,  been  in  command  of 
the  troops  at  Newport  Xews,  and  had  often  visited  Fort 
Monroe  during  the  time  the  Tenth  was  garrisoning  that 
post.  His  soldierly  form  and  patriarchal  beard  were  at 
once  recognized  by  the  regiment,  and  officers  and  men 
cheered  him  lustily,  and  crowded  around  him  to  tender 
a  true  soldierly  greeting.  The  old  general  seemed  much 
affected  by  the  tribute  from  his  old  friends,  and  returned 
their  salutation  with  many  hearty  words  and  sturdy 
grips  of  the  hand.  Before  sunset  of  the  next  day  he  lay 
dead,  sealing  with  his  blood  the  long  record  of  honorable 
service  which  he  had  given  to  his  country. 

Antietam  Creek,  in  this  vicinity,  is  crossed  by  four 
stone  bridges — the  upper  one  on  the  Keadysville  and  Wil- 
liamsport  Road  ;  the  second  some  two  and  a  half  miles 
below;  the  third  about  a  mile  lower  still,  on  the  Rohrers- 
ville  and  Sharpsburg  Roail,  and  the  fourth  near  the  mouth 
of  the  creek.  The  stream  is  sluggish,  with  few  and  dith- 
cult  fords. 

Towards  the  middle  of  the  afternoon  of  the  17th,  si.\ 
battalions  of  regulars  were  ordi'ivd  by  (u'li.  MeClellan 
to  cross  the  bridgr  on  the  main  roa<l  and  attack  and 
drive  back  the  enemy's  sharpshooters,  which  directions 
were  carricil  out.  Warren's  briiradc  was  drtaclud  to  tin- 
sup[»ort  of  (irn.  r.uruNidL'  duriuL;-  hi>  attack  u[.uu  tlie 
bildgc  (No.  :'.)  on  the  left  of  tlie  iiiir.  Tiu'  attack  was 
bravelv  made   and   the   bridu'e  carried   bv  the  ."ilst   New 
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York  and  the  .">lst  rontisylvania.  Other  troops  inune- 
diatcly  crossed  the  stream,  and  the  Ninth  Corps  advanced 
to  the  outskirts  of  Sharpsburg— the  9th  New  York  Vol- 
unteers (Hawkins'  Zouaves)  playing  a  brilliant  part  in 
the  operation.  The  enemy  were  unexpectedly  reinforced, 
however,  and  succetMled  in  repulsing  an<l  driving  back 
our  now  wearied  and  l>roken  regiments.  Blame  has 
been  imputed  to  Gen.  Bnrnside  for  not  attacking  sooner; 
but  it  is  probable  that,  had  enough  troops  crossed  to 
properly  support  the  advance  brigades,  their  first  suc- 
cesses -would  have  been  permanent.  The  Fifth  and  Tenth 
expecied  to  receive  orders  to  advance  to  their  support, 
but  such  orders  never  came,  and  they  were  em})loyed  later 
in  the  day  in  collecting  stragglers  and  on  otlier  duties. 

An  incident  hap})ened,  just  before  the  advance  across 
the  bridge,  which  capitally  illustrated  the  oddities  of 
our  army  life.  The  men  of  our  own  regiment  and  of  the 
oth  were  fraternizing  while  they  rested  on  their  arms, 
occasionally  dodging  a  -iiell  from  an  elevated  Rebel  posi- 
tion op]»osite.  ^'  Butch"'  ^a^dier,  of  Duryee's,  and  Clark, 
of  Company  A,  of  the  Tenth,  were  together.  The  for- 
mer was  out  of  tobacco,  and  Clark  incidentally  tlared  him 
to  ask  Gen.  Bnrnside  for  a  "chew.'"  The  general  was 
at  that  moment  riding  past  our  l)rigade,  familiar  to  all 
in  his  •' Bnrnside  blouse."'  and  Sai-lier  jumped  up.  boldly 
stnulc  towards  him— salutrd— and  a^ked  for  the  article 
<lesired.  The  general  ].r(.niptly  reined  in  his  in-rse  and 
handled  "Ut  his  paper  of  line  cut,  from  which  "  Uutcir' 
abstracted  an  enormous  chew,  returning  the  paper  with 

a  'Mlnnikyon.  <.eirr:i!.""    Tl,e  u" l-n.if mvl  ..iVicer  smiled 

an.l  said.  ••  Never  iniixi  :  kee]*  it.     V<'ii  need  ir.  and  I  c:m 
get  moi-e."" 

Tlie  main  struggle  on  the  right  and  centre  of  our  line 
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had  lasted  all  day,  and  at  night  the  enemy  had  been 
woi-sted  at  all  points,  and  had  left  numberless  dead  on 
the  ground  which  they  had  contested  inch  by  inch 
Avith  the  veterans  of  Gens.  Hooker,  Sumner,  Mansfield 
and  SedgAvick.  Gen.  Sykes'  entire  division  had  been  in 
position  since  tlie  15th,  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy';? 
artillery  and  sharpshooters  {I'i^Ie  Gen.  McClellan's  Re- 
port). When  darkness  closed  the  confiict,  the  soldiers  of 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  had  once  more  gained  a  vic- 
tory over  the  enemy,  fiiished  as  the  latter  were  with  re- 
cent teraporarA-  successes  in  Virginia.  More  than  l.")0,00(> 
men  had  been  engaged  in  the  confiict,  Avith  500  pieces 
of  artillerA',  and  nearly  25,000  men  were  killed.  Avounded 
and  prisoners. 

Gen.  McClellan  concluded  not  to  attack  the  enemy 
on  the  following  day,  and  on  that  night  Gen.  Lee  Avith- 
dreAV  his  beaten  army  across  the  P(»t()!uac — the  entire 
force  being  safely  transported  to  Virginia  soil,  bearing 
with  them  the  supplies  gathered  in  Maryland  and  Penn- 
sylvania. It  was  a  bitter  disa[)pointment  to  the  country 
and  the  army,  that  they  Avere  thus  i»ermitted  to  escape 
the  destruction  Avhich  might  have  been  their  j.ortion  if 
the  victory  had  been  more  t'tYectually  followed  up. 

On  the  19lh,  Sykes'  division  inarched  to  8he]iar(]sio\vn 
Ford,  Avhere  an  artillery  skirmish  ensued — Warren's  bri- 
gade exchanging  shots  with  tiie  Pebel  <kiniii>her>  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  rivi-r.  We  remained  in  bivouac 
lU'ar  the  batik  .d'  the  stream  until  the  next  atteriux.n 
CJOth),  when  tlie  brigade  ero^-ed  tlie  river  and  deployed 
skirniisliers  ..n  t!ie  opiM.-if  si-le.  The  Tenth  advanced  a 
t\'U-  rods,  .letaeiied  troni  ihe  .">l  h,  and  wlieti  at  the  foot 
of  a  woody  rise,  the  regiment  \\  as  nu'T  liv  a  -iiaij)  nius- 
ketrv  fire.     Directions  were  <_Mven   to  lie  <l..wn,  and  tlu- 
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bullets  wluzze<l  sharply  over  the  line,  while  Lieut. -Col. 
Marshall,  in  eomniand,  stood  with  folded  arms  in  rear  of 
the  regiment — a  well-delincd  mark  for  the  enemy's  fire — 
and  cautioned  the  men  to  be  firm  and  await  orders.  They 
came — but,  were  to  withdraw.  A  stronger  force  of  the 
I'nemy  than  was  at  first  supposed  was  in  our  front,  and 
although  Gen.  Sykes'  artillery  continued  to  shell  them 
fiercely,  the  Tenth  and  Fifth  made  an  orderly  but  rather 
hasty  retreat  and  regained  the  ]\[aryland  bank — our  men 
not  pausing  to  remove  their  shoes  as  in  first  crossing. 
All  hands  retained  an  unpleasant  recollection  of"  the 
Union  disaster  at  Ball's  Bluff,  in  18G1,  and  did  not  wish 
for  a  repetition  in  this  instance. 

The  crossing  was  evidently  made  to  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  the  enemy  from  a  heavy  reconnoissance  on  the 
right,  which  resulted  in  a  loss  of  nearly  800  men  on  the 
part  of  the  Union  tro()p->. 

After  two  or  three  days  of  rather  unpleasant  duty  un 
the  banks  of  the  river,  with  constant  exposure  to  the  fire 
of  the  enemy's  concealed  sharpshooters,  and  very  little 
shelti'r  from  the  mm  and  heavy  night  dews.  Warren's 
brigade  was  relieved  by  a  ))ortion  of  the  regular  troops, 
and  went  into  camp  a  short  distance  back  from  the  river. 
The  casualties  in  our  regiment  ha<l  been  slight  during 
the  canipaiuiu  but  the  exposure  ha.l,  of  course,  caused 
Tlu-  usual  ainoiuit  of  sickiu'ss,  and  tlie  ranks  began  to 
assume  a  verv  slim  appcarancf. 

On  the  -ilth,  'w  liile  at  this  rauip.  orders  were  received 
,  transferring  the  Tentli  to  tlu- 
Siiiiuu-r's).  Camp  was  struck, 
d  to  our  ftllou'-M.Mi.Ts  of  till' 
1  rathrr  odd  to  [.art  aflri'  hav- 
iutimatelv  counectrd.     Tlu'  utllcvrs 
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and  men  of  Duryee's  Zouaves  bid  their  fellow  regiment 
"  God  speed  "  and  a  successful  future,  and  line  of  march 
was  taken  by  Lieut. -Col.  Marshall  along  the  Potomac  1o 
opposite  Harper's  Ferry.  Here  the  regiment  crossed  the 
river,  marching  through  the  dirty  and  ancient-looking 
town,  past  the  bare  walls  of  the  burned  Government 
armories  and  the  old  battered  engine-house  hallowed 
by  tlie  memory  of  old  John  Brown,  whose  soul  was  by 
this  time  veritably  "marching  on." 

The  tents  of  the  Second  Corps,  dingy  and  ragged  from 
long  campaigning,  covered  Bolivar  Heights,  and  the  regi- 
ment, on  its  an-ival,  reported  at  Corps  Headquarters  : 
being  then  ordered  to  the  Third  Brigade,  of  Gen.  French's 
Third  Division.  Both  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Tenth 
were  glad  to  firul  that  in  their  new  brigade  were  old  and 
familiar  faces — three  of  the  regiments,  the  1st  Delaware, 
4th  New  York  (Scott  Life  Guard),  and  5th  Maryland, 
having  been  encamped  near  Fort  Monroe  while  our  regi- 
ment was  stationed  there. 

At  this  place,  and  along  the  ^laryland  side  of  the 
upper  Potomac,  the  various  corps  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  had  taken  position  and  remained  for  several 
weeks,  during  which  the  entire  arn\y  was  reclothed  and 
furnished  with  the  camp  equipage  and  accoutrements 
necessary  after  the  trying  campaign  they  ha<l  passed 
through  since  leaving  the  defi-nci's  of  \\'a>irnirrt<>n. 

Recruiting  for  the  National  Zouaves  had  bi'en  pro- 
gressing in  New  York  cit}"  under  the  supervision  of 
Capt.  Geo.  F.  Hop|,cr  and  other  oflicers,  who  liad  left 
the  reuiiinii!  (<n-  lliat  purjMiM-  m  lieu  in  e. imp  at  llarri- 
s(in's  LaiidiuLT.  and  !>■<>  reeruit<  were  re, ■rived  while 
at  Bolivar  Heights  and  assigned  to  the  dilierent  com- 
panies.    Comj>any   D   (Capt.  Stocking)   was  detailed  as 
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provost  guard  at  Gen.  French's  (division)  headquarters — 
upon  which  duty  it  remained  (with  Company  B,  Capt. 
Dimmick.  detailed  some  Aveeks  afterwards),  until  the 
muster-  out  of  the  regiment  in  the  following  April, 

The  broad,  cleared,  and  almost  level  plateau  on  the 
heights  where  Sumner's  corps  was  encamped,  gave  ample 
room  for  division  and  brigade  mano^uvers,  and  during 
the  month  of  October  the  time  was  employed  in  drills, 
reviews  and  sometimes  sham  battles  on  a  small  scale. 
Most  of  the  survivors  of  the  Tenth  will  recollect  the  Tth 
West  Virginia  Regiment,  of  the  First  Brigade  (months 
af  terwai'ds  brigaded  with  the  Tenth) ,  and  its  "field  music,*' 
the  prototypes  of  which  must  have  been  the  martial 
bands  that  made  music  for  our  forefathers  at  Concord 
an<l  Bunker  Kill.  These  tif  es  and  drums  were  omnipresent 
with  the  Tth,  accompanying  the  regiment  wherever  it 
was  possible  to  work  in  a  little  music,  and  even  drum- 
ming their  j)icket  details  to  the  outposts  and  back,  reliev- 
ing the  old  guard  to  the  tune  of  Yankee  Doodle.  Until 
the  last  days  of  the  war,  the  "'Tth  Virginia  Band"  held 
its  own,  and  was  a  feature  in  the  brigade.  On  the  occa- 
sion of  one  of  the  reviews  or  sham  battles  above  spoken 
of,  the  Virginia  n-giment  became  considerably  detachetl 
from  the  rest  of  its  ])rigade  during  one  of  the  movements, 
and  was  marching  off,  apparently  on  personal  and  ])ress- 
ing  business,  when  Gen.  French  sent  one  of  his  aids  to 
remind  the  colonel  uf  his  error.  The  hitler,  wlmse  name 
we  do  not  recollect,  turned  to  Livut.  Frt-nch,  and  an- 
svvi'i-ed  literally,  as  the  author  is  informed,  *' Tell  your 
father  wi-  i]o]\'t  know  niucli  iiboiU  llics^'  faiiry  move- 
nu'iits,  but  i>ut  lis  ill  tlu'  l>uvli  and  we'll  tight  iiki'  h — 11." 
Subsequent  (.'Xpcrii-'iUT  with  this  regiment  of  '•bush- 
whackers,"'' and    the  record   thev   had    already  made  at 
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Antietam,  proved  that  they  did  fig-ht,  and  in  a  manner 
that  was  an  example  for  the  captious  soldiers  Avho  some- 
times laughed  at  their  crude  and  homespun  ways. 

Probably  no  veteran  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  re- 
members a  time  when  there  was  so  much  mouldy  and 
wormy  hard  tack  to  a  day's  ration  as  during  this  stay  at 
Bolivar  Heights.  For  many  days  it  appeared  as  though 
the  surplus  crackers  left  from  the  last  two  wars  had  been 
resurrected  from  forgotten  cellars  and  issued  to  the 
aiTuy.  Tlie  ways  of  destroying  the  live  stock  infesting 
the  crackers  were  various.  Frying  was  economical — the 
animals  furnishing  the  fat  and  being  effectually  disguised 
by  the  process.  "  Scouse"  was  better — the  salt  pork  mono- 
polizing the  taste.  After  a  while,  however,  the  promi- 
nent characteristic  of  the  soldier — that  of  accommodating 
himself  to  circumstances — asserted  itself,  and  we  were 
able  to  bite  into  the  square  of  lively  "tack"'  without 
Avineing.  About  this  time  tliere  also  came  occasional 
rations  of  fresh  bread,  and  the  more  thrifty  of  us  could 
make  the  latter  last,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  worm-infested 
crack  trs. 

Rumors  grew  in  camp,  as  the  .lays  passed,  of  the  next 
move  of  the  army.  'V\w  quhlmnn's  were  busy  in  sur- 
mising and  explaining'  why  :McClellan  did  not  move 
when  positive  orders  had  1>oen  i>-<ue(l  by  Gen.  Halleck. 
at  Washington,  to  that  effect,  an.l  rlifv  laid  owi  maguiti- 
cent  strateiiical  plans  whereby  Lie  was  shown  to  be  in  a 
trap,  and  McClellan  leisurely  awaitinu"  a  tine  day  to 
gather  him  in.  But  still  we  waiterl.  while  s.piad  an.l 
battalion  drills  ran\r  in.  \.ir:ildy  .  aeli  -lay.  and  n  -iniriita! 
cmrts  martial  .icra-iMualiy  \ari.d  tli.-  dull  nuitiiie.  The 
weather  meanwhile  grew  l>i-aeiiig  and  wiiitery,  and  at 
length  orders  came  to  pack  up  I'or  a  b..na-ti.le  nunc. 
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It  was  the  night  of  tlie  oOth  of  October  when  the 
Second  Corps  moved  from  Bolivar  Heights,  crossed  the 
Shenandoah  at  its  junction  Avith  the  Potomac,  and  took 
up  line  of  marcli  along  the  base  of  the  Blue  Ridge.  The 
weather  was  now  quite  cold,  with  light  snow,  and  our 
regiment  struck  out  with  a  hearty  vim — the  bracing 
atmosphere  lending  exhilaration  to  the  fully  recuperated 
soldiers.  This,  it  appeared,  was  the  beginning  of  strate- 
gic movements  to  shut  up  the  enemy  witliin  the  valley  of 
the  Shenandoah  ;  but  the  latter  obstinately  refused  to 
be  so  bagged,  and,  notwithstanding  McClellan's  efforts 
in  seizing  the  gaps  of  the  Blue  Ridge  and  attempting  to 
engage  the  Rebels,  they  succeeded  in  frustrating  his  de- 
signs. Gen.  Lee  moved  his  main  army  south  to  the 
Rappahannock  River,  making  demonstrations  at  the  dif- 
ferent gaps  in  the  meantime,  evidently  to  mislead  his 
adversary.  The  movements  of  the  Army  of  the  Pott^mac 
were  in  consequence  made  slowly,  the  Second  Corps 
reaching  AVarrenton  about  the  Sth  of  November. 

During  the  march  the  weather  continued  cold  and 
blustering.  While  in  bivouac  at  Rectortown,  several 
members  of  Company  A,  of  the  Tenth,  found,  a  barrel  of 
tlour  in  a  desertcil  lu.usc,  aiul  hastily  tilled  their  haver- 
sacks with  the  luxury — ridding  tlu'uisehcs  of  har<l  tack 
to  make  room  for  thf  coveted  article,  which  they  hoped 
to  convert  soou  after  into  "slap  jacks.""  Tiieir  fac<-s 
lengthened  i-dusiderably.  however,  upon  i-eai-hiug  camj>. 
when  they  discovered  that  thelhuir  was  in  vv:i\\t\  j'l".-<f<  r 
ofparis,  and  their  chagrin  was  increased  tenfold  by  the 
audible  viuile>  emitted  by  those  a\  lio  witne-v,.d  the  dis- 
covery. At  allot  lier  place  aioie^-  tlie  route.  >oiiie  of  the 
ni<jre  i'ri-k\  iiiciiiiM'i-s  oi  tlie  regiment  dlsi  inuuislied  them- 
selves bv  goini;  throunh  one  or  two  sutlers"  wagons,  ami 
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demoliishing  the  antiquated  vehicle  of  a  peddler  who  was 
asking  exorbitant  prices  for  diminutive  loaves  of  bread. 
The  provost  guard  arrived  at  the  scene  just  too  late,  and 
took  no  prisoners.  This  last  was  only  one  of  several  in- 
stances where  our  men  had  laid  forcible  hands  on  the 
provision  carts  of  avaricious  venders,  while  an  honest 
farmer  asking  moderate  prices  was  rarely  molested.  Still 
it  was  always  best  for  peddlers  to  keep  their  optics  clear 
when  trading  in  the  camps  of  New  York  troops.  A 
"butternut'"  once  declared  that  "the  Yanks  could  steal 
the  shortening  outen  a  cookie  without  bx'cakin'  the 
crust,"  and  it  is  more  than  probable  that  he  had  been 
shorn  by  a  metropolitan  regiment. 

It  would  puzzle  a  philosopher  to  say  why  the  boys 
throughout  the  army  treated  the  sutler  as  a  natural  ene- 
my. Most  of  them  would  postpone  a  prayer  meeting  to 
raid  one  of  these  unfortunate  army  followers.  The  sutler 
was  a  necessity,  and  could  not  Avell  be  dispensed  with  ; 
he  was  accommodating,  and  would  allow  a  soldier  to  run 
up  a  bill  to  the  full  extent  of  his  anticij)ated  pay,  and 
although  he  was  sometimes  given  to  charging  three  or 
four  hundred  per  cent,  advance  upon  Northern  j>rices, 
yet  for  a  five  dollar  bill,  or  perhaps  less,  one  could  pur- 
chase a  bottle  of  "blackberry  cordial,"  put  up  •'  for  medi- 
cinal jturposes  only,"  but  witli  a  latent  strength  sutlieient 
to  "set  up''  a  tent-full  of  men.  Still  the  average  soldier 
would,  at  any  moment,  join  a  conspiracy  to  turn  a  sut- 
ler's wagon  or  tent  upside  •V>\\u — provided  the  owner 
was  connecteil  with  <ome  other  regiment.  The  sutU-r  was 
hardly  ever  haiMlli  d  rduuhly  1>_\  nifinbcis  i^[  hi-  nun  rfji- 
ment  ;  except,  [.(ihap-^,  l>y  men  wlmm  lie  ha.i  r<  Tu-ed  to 
trust  or  by  those  natural  ihieve.s  or  drunkard-;  wh.o  would 
steal  or  iret  drunk  wherever  fate  nuLrht  locate  them. 
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Upon  arriving  at  'Warrenton,  the  army  was  apprised 
that  Gen.  McClellan's  pUms  had  been  sucldenly  checked 
bv  his  removal  from  command,  and  the  appointment  of 
Gen.  Ambrose  E.  Burnside  in  his  stead.  The. order  issued 
by  Gen.  McClellan,  taking  leave  of  his  troops,  was  read 
to  the  respective  commands  while  drawTi  np  in  line  on 
the  10th  inst.,  and  immediately  thereafter  he  rode  past 
the  lines,  attended  by  his  personal  staff.  The  scene  at 
this  tinal  farewell  was  pathetic.  Few  generals  had  ever 
been  favored  with  the  esteem  of  the  rank  and  tile  to  a 
greater  extent  than  had  ]McClellan,  and  his  removal 
created  a  sensation  throughout  the  army.  Gloom  per- 
vaded the  ranks  for  a  time.  Tlie  fact  that  the  troops  were 
in  motion,  ostensibly  to  make  a  tinal  endeavor  to  over- 
throw Lee's  army,  impressed  many  with  grave  fears  as  to 
the  expediency  of  making  a  change  at  such  a  momentous 
hour.  On  the  other  hand,  a  majority  had  faith  in  the 
President's  judgment  and  sagacity.  Gen.  Burnside  was 
generally  esteemed  for  his  patriotism  and  devotion  to 
the  National  cause,  and  his  previous  military  successes, 
although  in  a  narrower  sphere,  led  the  army  to  hope  that 
his  assumption  of  the  command  miglit  be  fraught  with 
happier  results  than  many  anticipated.  * 

The  march  was  resumed  a  dav  or  two  after  this  event 


*  "Annals  of  the  War,"  p.  ;SS:  "With  the  cannons  roar  that  celebrated  this 
deeply  interesting  scene  and  memorable  military  pageant  of  tears  and  cheers,  of 
floating  banners  and  proudly  marching  columns,  the  period  of  '  hero  worship'  in 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  passed  .iway  forever.  Heroes,  it  is  true,  rose  and  fell 
al'ter  this  in  <iuitk  succession  ;  but  stern  war,  determined,  uncompromising  war, 
now  more  than  ever  became  the  moving  power,  thought  and  cry  of  the  thinking 
masses  of  the  loyal  people  of  the  land.  The  popular  irresistible  public  sentiment 
was  impeiiii>^  the  mi'jhty  coUii:i:i>  i>f  th:it  jiri-at  army  to  cKwe  up  to  the  now  historic 
bloody  lines  of  the  Kappahannock  and  the  Kapidan,  and  there,  and  on  many 
blouily  battlefields  far  bcynnd,  almost  re.-.ird!ess  of  whose  hand  wielded  the  sceptre 
of  command,  thousands  upon  thousands  (gallantly  fought,  bled  and  dicU  to  vindicate 
the  flag  of  the  N.ction." 
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transpircHl,  route  heini;  takt'n  towards  the  Rappahannock. 
The  steady  tramping  over  stony  and  broken  roads  for 
throe  or  four  days  was  monotonous — the  more  rollick- 
ing members  of  the  Xational  Zouaves  being  at  times 
considerably  nonplussed  at  the  absence  of  anything 
along  the  road  worthy  of  notice,  or  upon  which  to  vent 
their  overflowing  vocabulary  of  array  slang.  Occasion- 
ally the  inquiry  would  be  made,  by  some  straggler  in 
search  of  his  command,  ''What  regiment  is  tliat?'' 
Some  one  of  the  Tenth  Avould  answer,  "1st  Ireland,"  or 
'•99th  Rhode  Island,"  or  oftener,  "10th  Xew  Zealand," 
and  perhaps  refer  the  questioner  to  our  knapsacks,  on  the 
face  of  which  appeared,  in  white  letters,  "10  X.  Z."  If 
the  querist  was  from  the  Empire  City,  he  would  probably 
retort  with  some  remark  not  at  all  complimentary  to 
those  Avho  had  given  the  unsatisfactory  replies,  and  a 
small  war  of  word^  would  ensue.  A  soldier  of  a  rural 
regiment,  however,  would  g(  nerally  ]>erceive  the  inutil- 
ity of  trying  to  cope  with  the  vituperative  powers  of 
city-bred  soldiers,  and  lapse  into  sudtlen  silence,  unless 
he  was  of  an  especially  combative  <lisp((sition. 

Occasionally  a  squad  of  cavalry  would  trot  past  the 
column,  edgiii','  our  less  fortunate  foot  sohTurs  towards 
the  right  or  left  of  the  road,  and  covering  ihi-iu  with 
dust  or  mud.  "Get  otl"  that  horse,  yrlh'W-bt'lly,"  or  "(TCt 
in^id(■  your  mule,"  would  (Mjiue  froTu  soiiu'  of  the  regi- 
mfiit.  The  horsi men  would  retort  with  an  allusion  to 
*•  pack  iuulc'<,'*  and  trot  past,  not  ([uirkly  enough,  how- 
ever, to  escajte  the  sarcastic  qiu'ry,  "  A\'ho  e\  <  r  saw  a 
•  lead  (•  ivali-yiuan  ?"  'I'lii-  !n-r  slio!,  by  tin'  way,  might 
pc-rliap^  have  had  ^<inif  sl-_rtiiti''anc(' at  [h\<  tinu-.  luit  later 
in  the  stniLTule.  whm  riiil.  ."^hcridan  fou-lu  his  cavalry 
at    every    o}q)oi-tunity.    mounted    aTid    dismounted,    the 
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allusion  had  no  weight.  The  fighting  of  the  gallant 
cavalry  divisions  subsequently,  and  especially  during 
the  last  days  of  the  Avar,  at  Five  Forks  and  on  the  road 
to  Appomattox,  proved  that  they  Avere  the  peers  of  their 
infantry  comrades  in  desperate  charges  upon  strong- 
works,  amied  with  their  short-range  carbines. 

About  the  15th  of  Xovember,  the  advance  of  the 
Second  Corj)s  arrived  at  Falmouth,  on  the  Rappahan- 
nock, opposite  the  city  of  Fredericksburg,  and  French's 
division  went  into  camp  near  the  first-named  place.  <Tin. 
Burnside  had  decided  that  the  proper  and  most  direct 
line  of  operations  against  Richmond  lay  in  this  direction. 
and  the  vai-ious  cori>s  of  his  army  were  quickly  coming 
into  position  east  of  the  river. 

On  the  2 1st,  Fredericksburg  was  summoned  to  sur- 
render by  Gen.  Sumner.  Gen.  Lee,  however,  was  rapiilly 
concentrating  his  army  (»n  the  heights  west  of  the  city, 
and  the  authorities  refused  to  acccle  to  the  summon^ — 
the  Rebel  sharpshooters  continuing  to  hold  possession  of 
the  houses  along  the  river. 

Strong  pickets  were  thrown  out  along  the  Union  side 
of  the  stream,  for  a  distance  of  several  miles,  the  ene- 
my's outposts  being  stationed  o{ijMi>lte.  The  weather 
was  at  first  rainy  and  the  Tenth  had  a  good  share  of 
picket  duty  (hiring  its  continuanci — French's  division 
guarding  the  ri\  er  north  of  P'aliaouth.  .Vs  the  ilays 
[•assed  and  December  arrived,  the  nights  l)ecanie  bit- 
terly cold,  and  it  was  with  con.siderabk'  ditliculty  that 
thi'  pickets  were  enabled  to  keep  themselves  from  freez- 
ing while  on  post.  Luckily  there  was  little  if  any  tiling 
across  the  river,  an<l  in  eonsecpieuce  lii-es  were  allowed  at 
the  reserve  stations. 

For  a  time,  while  in  this  camp,  the   invetei-ale  usei> 
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of  tobacco  sufifred  from  a  scarcity  of  that  hiixhly-jirized 
I'.'.xurv.  Convalescents  from  the  hospital  and  teamsters 
•ari-ivins:  from  tlie  depot  were  persistently  interviewed, 
;\n<l,  if  they  ^\•cre  well  snpplied  with  "navy  plug,"  were 
ul-lc  to  sell  it  at  a  high  price.  The  sutler's  arrival  in 
c:y<:i\l>  at  length  Itroke  the  "corner/'  and  placed  the  article 
within  the  reacli  of  all  ;  but,  nntil  his  appearance,  the 
shitrs  resorted  to  by  sume  of  the  veteran  chewers  and 
siiK'kers  of  tlie  Tenth  were  curious.  A  morsel  of  the 
■vt'td  would  be  chewed  for  a  time  and  then  carefully  laid 
away  to  dry  on  the  ridge-pole  of  the  tent  or  in  some 
other  out  of  the  Avay  spot,  and  in  a  few  hours  would 
again  serve  its  owner  as  a  fresh  chew,  unless  spirited 
away  meanwhile  l)y  a  tent  partner  or  some  casual  visitor. 
Coiree  served  as  a  first-rate  substitute  for  smoking  to- 
liacco,  and,  when  that  happened  to  be  scarce  and  valu- 
aiMC.  ilried  oak  leaves  were  often  used.  At  first  thought 
the  hitter  might  seem  a  rather  dull  and  insipid  sort  of 
tol>acco,  but,  when  thoroughly  dried  and  then  smoked  in 
an  old  laurel  or  l)riar  pij'C,  well  impregnated  with  the 
lasie  of  former  "'navy''  smokes,  the  leaves  Avere  not 
found  to  be  altogetlier  unsatisfactory. 

It  has  been  a-serted  with  great  truth  and  force  that 
no  armies  wei'e  ever  in  existence  containini;  the  general 
iitlelligence,  aV.ility  and  various  talents  which  marked 
lip-  citizen  suhliery  of  the  Fe<leral  cause  during  the  great 
Ixrlullion.  C'ei-taiuly  some  of  tlie  l»e-t  and  mo-t  reliable 
re'-(  rds  of  the  war  have  been  fui-iii>lu'<l  by  men  who 
jiio.Mrd  along  Avith  musket  an<l  knapsack.  Education 
^\a-<  common  cnouu-li  in  tlie  I'ank-,  and  >-ol«liir<  would 
vary  tin-  talk  ariMind  llie  ])ivouai-  fire-  wirli  opinions 
eoifHiniiig  the  .lilfrri-ut  manau\(rNot  their  army  and 
))ro].lieeies    as    to  tlie  results — criticizing  with    nu'^par- 
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inor  tongue  the  tactics  of  their  superiors.  Diaries  of 
obscure  soldiers  have  proved  of  great  benefit  to  histori- 
ans, and  have  sometimes  furnished  data  for  important 
paragraplis.  A  portion  of  a  characteristic  letter  from 
an  enlisted  man  of  the  Tenth,  to  his  relatives  at  home, 
■would  perhaps  be  interesting  at  this  point. 

He  wTites  from  Falmouth,  a  few  days  subseijuent  to 
the  arrival  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  at  that  place: 
"Again  you  see  we  have  been  chasing  the  Rebels,  but  we 
seem  to  have  come  to  a  dead  stop  here.  AVe  are  camped 
but  a  few  rods  from  the  spot  where  we  laid  one  night  last 
August  while  marching  up  towards  Bull  Run,  and  after 
tramping  through  and  over  some  of  the  most  mountain- 
ous and  stony  parts  of  Virginia,  'here  we  are  again," 
waiting  evidently  for  something  to  turn  up,  and  as  far 
from  the  end,  apparently,  as  ever.  It  has  been  my  opin- 
ion since  Antietam  that  there  must  be  either  some  great 
'strategv,*  or  as  great  an  amount  of  imbecility  on  the 
part  of  our  generals.  The  Rebels  have  been  hotfooted 
after  us,  acting  as  a  sort  of  provost  guard  to  pick  up 
stragglers.  We  hurried  from  Warrenton  to  this  place 
as  if  Old  Nick  himself  were  after  us,  over  stony  and 
muddy  r(»ad<  and  sometiines  no  roads  at  all,  and — we 
have  laid  here  five  days,  doing  nothing.  Yesterday 
morning  it  commenced  to  rain,  and  it  has  fallen  in  tor- 
rents since,  raising  the  river  greatly.  The  'Johnnie>' 
are  hobnobbing  with  us  from  their  side  of  the  river,  ainl 
coffee,  bacon  and  tobacco  somehow  change  hands  very 
often." 

Expectation  was  now  const antiy  on  the  qui  vive  until 
the  actual  nu'vcineiii  \\\«>n  I'rcdi-i-ifk^burg  t«>.ik  |)hu'e. 
The  army  had  iK-eii  dixiiud  into  thn  »•  ( Iraud  l^ivisions — 
Right,  Left  and  Centre.      Cieii.  Sumner  iuul  l-een  placed 
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in  c'oniniand  of  tlio  r'M-ir.or,  com])0-''Ml  of  the  Second  and 
Ninth  Corps;  G*i:.  Couch  assuming  command  of  the 
Second  Corps,  in  Sa.iiner's  stead.  Acquia  Creek,  where 
it  em])tie.s  into  tlie  I'otomac,  was  estaldishcd  as  the  Ixase 
of  supplies,  piers  and  roads  "svere  ''onstrueted,  and  im- 
mense quantities  cf  stores  conveyed  thither  for  tlie  use 
of  the  hirge  army.  (••'n:puted  at  over  100,000  men,  now 
in  t]ie  Aicinity  <">f   ]-'!\doricksburg'. 

Gen.  Sumnei"  ^f;i:ed,  in  liis  testimony  before  the 
Committee  on  tlic  C  onduet  of  tlie  "\V;ii-,  that  if  tlie  pon- 
toons necessary  fii-  ii.e  crossing  of  tlie  river  had  heen  at 
hand,  he  would  Ir^vv  crossed  and  t;tki.ai  the  city  at  any 
time  Avifhin  three  d;i}s  nfter  the  arriA  al  of  liis  advance  ; 
for  the  force  of  th-  eiu  uiy  then  near  the  city  was  small. 
The  2)ontoons,  hov,  o\  er,  did  not  reach  l''nlmouth  until  the 
'22d  or  :2r.d.  giving  tlic  Rebels  ample  lime  to  concentrate 
on  the  liills  l>ehii.d  tlie  city. 

In  order  to  "pcr:ilc-  successfidiy  against  the  city, 
defended  as  it  n')^',  wns  by  ]^ee's  cntii-e  army,  it  was  the 
intention  to  ha\c  cio^-cd  the  Kappaiiannock  at  l*ort 
Royal,  below  the  (  ity  ;  luit,  in  his  i\']vn-t,  made  after  the 
battle,  Gen.  Bu'i!-!!''  said:  '•During  nn-  ]»re])arations 
for  ci-ossing  at  thr  plac  I  had  first  sc'lecti'il  I  disc-overvd 
that  tlie  enemy  h.;'!  I'.f.iwn  a  larue  ])oi-tion  uf  his  iowv 
down  tilt,'  river  and  iNewhere,  lluiv  -w  rakenin<:x  his  dv- 
fem-es  in  front.  ai..l  aI~o  thought  1  diNcovend  that  Ik- 
did  not  anlicij>;ui'  i'n-  i.-rr.ssing  of  our  Avhole  force  at 
Freth-rirloburg  ;  :i!;d  1  lio])ed,  by  rapidly  tlu-owing  the 
whole  command  uv  r  at  that  place,  to  separate,  by  a 
vigori>ns  attack,  ll-''  t\-ii<-es  of  t!u'  eneinv  nn  tlu-  rivi- 
helnv.-  from  tlu-  foiers  behind  aiid  on  the  cre^t  in  tlie 
real-  of  (he  town,  in  which  ca-i-  \\f  i-ould  tight  him  Avitli 
i^reat  a<l\antnL;e  in  <'ii;   favor."' 
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Early  on  the  moriiijig  of  December  11th,  the  s;^und 
of  heavy  artillery  aroused  the  army.  Gen.  BurusMe  had 
opened  tire  upon  the  city  and  the  defences  behind  it 
with  103  guns.  The  continuous  booming  of  lieavy 
pieces  reverberated  to  the  camp  of  French's  division, 
which  was  located  between  one  and  two  miles  from 
Falmouth,  and  orders  were  received  by  the  Tenlli  to  be 
in  readiness  for  what  was  generally  expected  to  be  severe 
work.  Nearly  all  day  the  siege  artillery  in  position 
opposite  Fredericksburg  belched  forth  its  thunders, 
shelling  the  houses  and  streets,  in  order  to  drive  from 
their  concealment  the  Rebel  sharpshooters  who  covered 
the  river  with  their  rifles.  Under  cover  of  this  storm  of 
shot  and  shell  the  construction  of  pontoon  bridges  was 
begun  directly  fronting  the  city  and  also  about  tliree 
miles  below.  The  next  morning  (Friday),  after  some 
perilous  work  and  most  daring  bravery  on  the  part  of 
several  hundred  men  of  the  7th  Michigan  and  19th  and 
20th  Massachusetts,  a  foothold  was  gained  on  the  Fred- 
ericksburg side,  and  the  advance  force  drove  the  remain- 
ing Rebel  skirmishers  from  the  houses.  Couch's  Si'coiid 
Corps  immediately  crossed,  and  skirmishers  were  ad- 
vanced to  and  beyond  the  outskirts,  while  the  regiments 
bivouacked  in  the  streets,  remaining  inactive  during  the 
remainder  of  the  day. 

The  weather  grew  colder  towards  niglit.  Xearly  all 
the  otlicers  of  the  National  Zouaves  \vere  quartered  ti^- 
gether  in  a  comfortable  and  nicely-furni<hed  hou?e,  /.nd 
made  themselves  at  home  during  the  hours  wlxn  iluy 
could  be  spared  from  duty  witli  their  tnminaiid.  'J'lie 
house  seemed  to  have  been  hastily  ileM'it.'d,  and  r;\i  abk-s 
were  plentiful,  while  books  wove  strewn  around  in  the. 
11 
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various  rooms,  and  the  articles  of  luxury  and  knick- 
nacks,  which  were  plentifully  abundant,  proved  that  the 
former  occupants  of  the  house  were  anything  but  needy. 
As  little  damage  as  possible  was  done  by  the  temporary 
tenants,  and,  if  the  owner  had  dropped  in  and  taken 
possession  on  tlie  next  day,  he  would,  undoubtedly,  have 
concluded  that  the  Yankee  officers  were  hardly  as  bar- 
barous in  their  ways  as  he  had  suspected,  although 
books  were  perhaps  on  the  floors,  W'here  they  had  been 
hastily  drojij^ed,  and  mattresses  had  been  dragged  from 
the  bedsteads  to  make  extempore  resting  places  in  the 
halls  and  otlier  unusual  places. 

The  regiment  bivouacked  in  open  air.  Fires  were 
built  and  around  these  clusters  of  the  men  congregated, 
using  an  unprecedented  amount  of  flour  in  making  slap- 
jacks, and  commenting  upon  the  events  of  the  day  and 
what  miglit  take  ]>lace  on  the  morrow.  "Skirmishing" 
for  apple-jack  and  tobacco  had  been  going  on  during  the 
afternoon  and  evening,  and  the  latter  luxury  was  more 
plentiful  in  the  Tenth  tluin  it  had  ever  been  before. 
Many  filled  the  breasts  of  their  blouses  witli  the  hard 
pressed  cakes,  and  in  several  cases  severe  wounds  were 
prevented,  during  the  action  of  the  following  day,  in 
consequence  of  bullets  striking  the  plugs,  and  grazing 
them,  or  being  imbedded  in  the  tobacco,  causing  the 
bearer  nothing  worse  than  a  severe  knock  down  or  tem- 
porary stunning. 

Sumner's  and  Franklin's  grand  divisions  liad  both 
crossed  the  river  and  were  in  position  (the  latter  below 
the  city),  but  u  heavy  fog  liad  oliKciirtd  the  \ii'W  a  c^rcat 
part  of  the  day  aud  nio\-eni(Mits  of  troop>  wcrf  made 
with  uncertainty.  It  \v:is  not  until  evening  (l-2lli)  that 
a  general  council  of  war  was  liold,  and  Gen.  Burnside 
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suhmitted  his  plan  for  the  general  attack.  It  comprised 
a  simultaneous  advance  of  our  whole  line  upon  the  strong 
positions  on  the  hills  in  front  of  the  right  and  left  grand 
divisions — assaulting  the  works  suddenly  with  select 
bodies  of  troops.  The  necessary  instructions  were  given 
to  the  corps  commanders  to  commence  the  movement 
with  daylight  of  the  next  day. 

Saturday  morning  (loth)  came,  and  the  dense  fog 
still  hovered  around  the  city  and  adjacent  country.  Gen. 
Sumner  had  selected  French's  division  for  the  advance 
of  the  attacking  column  on  the  right ;  but  it  was  nearly 
or  quite  noon  before  the  fog  had  cleared  away  and  the 
necessary  preparations  were  completed.  Then  Kimbairs 
brigade  (the  First)  advanced,  followed  by  the  Third  Bri- 
gade, commanded  by  Col.  J.  W.  Andrews,  in  which  was 
the  Tenth  New  York.  This  was  in  turn  followed  by  the 
Second  Brigade,  under  Col.  Palmer,  of  the  lOSth  New 
York  Volunteers. 

The  division,  in  its  passage  through  the  city,  vras 
necessarily  obliged  to  march  in  columns  through  paral- 
lel streets,  partly  in  view  of  the  enemy,  whose  batteries 
opened  upon  the  regiments  immediately.  Col.  Bendix, 
in  command  of  the  Tenth,  was  heie  wounded  in  the 
throat  by  a  splinter  or  fragment  of  a  shell.  Licut.-Col. 
Marshall  and  Maj.  Missing  Avere  absent  —  the  former 
being  in  command  of  the  brigade  pioneers,  who  were 
employed  in  constructing  roads — and  the  commaiul  of 
the  regiment  devolved  upon  Capt,  Winchester,  the  next 
ranking  officer.  Upon  reaching  open  !j;round,  ortlors  were 
given  to  df{(luv  l.v  bii-:i<les,  and  although  fmrcs  and 
other  obstacK'S  j^n-ventcd  as  speedy  an  execution  of  th<^ 
oriler  as  was  desirahle.  the  brlirades  formed  and  adx  aiiced 
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up  the  ylopo,  while  a  direct  and  enfilading  tire  was  doing 
great  execution  in  the  ranks.  * 

The  ascent  of  ^Nlarye's  Hill  was  not  very  abrupt,  but, 
before  going  a  great  way,  it  was  possible  to  overlook 
the  adjacent. country  for  some  distance.    A  writer  says  : 
"Above  ;Marye's  Hill  is  an  elevated  plateau,  which  com- 
mands it.    The  hill  is  part  of  a  long,  bold  ridge  on  which 
the  declivity  leans,  stretching  from  Falmouth  to  :Mas&a- 
ponax  Creek,  six  miles.     Its  summit  was   shaggy  and 
rough  with  the  earthworks  of  the  Confederates,  and  was 
crowned  by  their  artillery.     The  stone  wall  on  Marye's 
height  was  their  coign  of  vantage,  held  by  the  brigades 
of  Cobb  and  Kershaw,  of  :McLaw's  division.  On  the  semi- 
circular crest  above,  and  stretching  far  on  either  hand, 
was  Longstreet's  corps,  forming  the  left  of  the  Confede- 
rate Hue.      The   guns  of   the   enemy  commanded  and 
swept  the  streets  which  led  out  to  the  heights."     The 
deployment  and  advance  of  the  National  Zouaves  was 
very  much  impeded  by  a  canal  and  other  obstructions, 
and,  while  endeavoring  to   retain   connection  with  the 
brigade,   they  were  particularly  subjected  to  a  severe 
flank  Are  from  a  battery  of  the  enemy,  but  gained  a  posi- 
tion on  the  rising  ground  which  was  retained  for  some 
time — artillery  and  musketry  from   the  enemy's  works 
meanwhile  playing  havoc  in  the  ranks.   Capt.  Winchester 
here  fell  mortally  wouixb-d  by  a  shell.     At  a  moment 
when   tlic  main  portion  of  the  regiment  were  lying  flat 
upon   the  ground,  in  onler  to  shield  themselves  as  much 
as  possible  from  the  enemy's  tierce  cannonade,  Winches- 
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eno.isU  f  wurrant  it.  This  fire  wa.  very  dostniclive  .^lul  Jcmoralizins  i"  its  ciTccts. 
..nd  fr.Hijomly  in.ule  p.ips  in  tlie  cn.-my"s  ranks  that  could  Le  scon  at  the  dLstance 
i.r.-i  mil.-."— I.onjzstreet's  Rcj  orl  ..f  the  Hattlt  of  Fredericksburg. 
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ter  daringly  remained  upon  his  feet,  insisting  that  while 
in  command  of  the  regiment  he  "would  stand  until  he 
was  knocked  down." 

The  command  now  fell  to  Capt.  Geo.  F.  IIo)>])er,  of 
Company  H,  a  cool  and  determined  officer.  ]\Iinutes 
passed  which  seemed  hours  to  our  harassed  and  com- 
paratively helpless  regiment,  and  then  another  forward 
movement  of  the  brigade  was  made  to  the  ground  where 
Gen.  Kimball's  regiments  had  been  struggling  to  advance. 
Here  there  was  opportunity  to  reach  the  enemy  with 
musketry,  and,  although  it  was  impossible  to  gain  their 
works,  our  men  busily  used  their  pieces,  in  defiance  of 
the  storm  of  iron  which  smote  them  from  the  front  and 
triangularly  from  the  right  and  left.  Capt.  Newburgh 
was  badly  wounded,  as  was  First-Lieut.  Morrell.  Capt. 
Chamberlain  and  First-Lieuts.  Tait  and  Cunningham 
were  also  disabled,  and  Second -Lieut.  Yardley  was 
killed. 

The  Second  Brigade,  after  a  time,  came  up  in  its  turn 
to  the  support  of  the  First  and  Third,  but  the  increasing 
number  of  devoted  regiments  sent  towards  the  crest  of 
the  battle-svrept  hill,  inerely  added  their  quota  to  the 
hundreds  of  dea<l  and  dying.  There  seemed  still  no 
earthly  chance  of  capturing  the  Rebel  position,  against 
which  our  brigades  had  advanced  with  heads  bent  to  the 
tiery  lain  which  came  from  the  concealed  regiments  of 
Confederate  troops.  Al)out  an  hour  ha«l  })asse(i,  and  now 
Hancock's  division  advanced,  witli  clieering  reglnients 
and  waving  colors,  and  FrenclTs  entire  division  was 
gradually  wifluli-aw  n— its  bri^M<lcs  lieifig  refonucil  in  or 
near  the  city. 

AVe  havi>  made  the  follouiiig  extracts  from  a  gra|»hic 
sketch  of  the  battle,  orioinallv  contributed  to  the  I'hila- 
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delphia  Weekly  Times  by  Judge  D.  AVat^on  Rowc,  «^f 
Chambcrsburg,  Pa.,  who  served  with  distinction  in  tl.'e 
engagement,  as  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  l-Oth  Pennsyl- 
vania.Regiraent,  The  extracts  are  particularly  vivid,  and 
directly  relate  to  th^  forlorn  Ao/;e  advance  of  the^  divi- 
sion of  Gen.  French  : 

"  Bet-ween  a  canal  and  the  foot  of  the  lid.c-e  was  a  level  plot  of 
flat  even  frround,  a  few  hundred  3'ards  in  width.  This  restricled 
space  alTorded  what  opportunity  there  was  to  form  in  onkr  of 
battle.  A  division  massed  on  this  narrow  plain  was  a  target  for 
Lee's  artillery,  which  cut  fearful  swaths  in  the  dense  and  compict 
ranks.  Below  and  to  the  right  were  fences,  which  impeded  the 
advance  of  the  charging  lines.  "Whatever  division  was  assignt'd 
the  task  of  carrying  Marye's  Hill,  debouched  from  the  tt)\vn. 
crossed  the  canal,  traversed  the  narrow  level,  and  formed  undfi 
cover  of  a  sharp  rise  of  ground  at  the  foot  of  the  heights. 

"At  the  word,  suddenly  ascending  this  bank,  they  pressed  for- 
ward up  the  hill  for  the  stone  wall  and  the  crosi  btyond.  *  * 
French's  division  was  the  first  to  rush  to  the  assault.  Wl.rn 
it  emerged  from  cover  and  burst  out  on  the  open,  in  full  vie^s' 
of  the  enemy,  it  was  greeted  wiih  a  friulitful  fiery  erujuion 
from  all  his  batteries  on  the  circling  summit.  The  ridge  concen- 
trated upon  it  the  convergent  fire  of  all  its  enginery  of  war.  You 
might  see  at  a  mile  the  lanes  made  by  the  cannon  balls  in  the 
ranks.  You  might  see  a  bursting  shell  throw  up  into  the  air  a 
cloud  of  earth  and  dust,  mingled  with  the  liii\l>-  of  men.  Th'? 
batteries  in  front  of  the  devoted  division  thmuh-rcd  against  it. 
To  the  right,  to  tiie  left,  cannon  were  answering  each  other  in  .1 
tremendous  battle  chorus,  tlic  burden  of  wliicli  was — 

"'Welcome   to  the<ff  ma<lmeii  about  to  I'.ic  !' 

"The  advaneing  column  was  a  focus,  the  point  of  cencentra- 
tion  of  an  arc — alnio-^t  a  semi  circle — of  destiuction.  It  was  a 
centre  of  nttraclion  of  all  deadly  liiissilcs.  At  that  moment,  th.a 
single  divi-lon  was  going  \\\\  alone  in  battle  against  the  rioutiicrn 
Confcdcia«y,  ami  u  :is  being  pouruied  to  pieces.  It  <:OT)tinnod  to 
go  up,  nevertheless,  lo\v;u(Is  the  sti>ne  wull,  to\\  ;ir(K  the  cre-^t  ab(>\  c. 
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With  lips  more  firmly  pressed  together,  the  men  closed  up  their 
runks  and  pushed  forward.  The  storm  of  battle  increiised  its  fury 
upon  them  ;  the  crush  of  musketry  mingled  with  the  roar  of  ord- 
nance from  the  peaks.  The  stone  wall  and  the  rifle  nits  added 
their  terrible  treble  to  the  deep  bass  of  the  bellowing  ridge.  The 
rapid  discharge  of  small  arms  poured  a  continuous  rain  of  buller.<» 
in  their  faces  ;  they  fell,  down  by  tens,  by  scores,  by  hundreds. 

"  When  they  had  gained  a  large  part  of  the  distance,  the  storm 
developed  into  a  hurricane  of  ruin.  The  division  was  blown  back 
as  if  by  a  breath  of  hell's  door  suddenly  opened,  shattered,  disor- 
dered, pell  mell,  down  the  declivities,  amid  the  shouts  and  yells  of 
the  enemy,  which  made  the  horrid  din  demoniac.  Until  then  the 
division  .seemed  to  be  contending  with  the  wrath  of  brute  and 
material  forces  bent  on  its  annihilation.  This  shout  recalled  the 
human  agency  in  all  the  turbulence  and  fury  of  the  scene.  The 
division  of  French  fell  back  ;  that  is  to  say,  one-half  of  it.  It  suf- 
fered a  loss  of  nearly  half  its  numbers. 

"Hancock  immediately  charged  with  five  thousand  men,  vete- 
ran regiments,  led  by  tried  commanders.  They  saw  what  had 
hajipened  ;  they  kiiew  wliat  would  befall  them.  They  ailvancetl 
up  the  hill  ;  the  bravest  were  found  dead  within  twenty-tlve  paces 
of  the  stone  wall  ;  it  was  slaughter,  havoc,  carnage.  In  fifteen 
miimtes  they  were  thrown  back,  with  a  loss  of  two  thousand — 
unprecedented  severity  of  loss.  Hancock  and  French,  repulsed 
from  the  stone  wall,  would  not  quit  the  hill  altogether.  Their 
divisions  lying  down  on  the  earth,  literally  clung  to  the  ground 
they  had  won.  These  valiant  men,  who  could  not  go  forward, 
would  not  go  back.  All  the  while  the  batteries  on  the  heights 
raged  and  stonned  at  them.  •****♦ 

"And  now  the  sun  had  <oA;  twilight  had  stolen  out  of  tlu'  west 
and  spread  her  veil  of  dusk;  the  town,  t'.ie  flat,  tlie  hill,  the  ridge, 
lay  under  the  'circling  canopy  of  nii,dit'>  extended  shade.'  Dark- 
ness and  gloom  had  settled  down  upon  the  Phillips  House,  over 
on  the  StalTord  Heights,  where  Burn-itle  would  after  a  while  hold 
his  council  of  war." 

Howaril's  divi^i'iii  ha.l  I)Octi  sent  to  the  support  of 
Frcncli  ami  Hancock,  and  ^tiiri^i.^'  and  Getty's  divisioniJ. 
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of  the  Xititli  Corps,  advanced  on  the  left  of  the  Second 
Corps,  making  attacks  but  gaining  no  ground.  Hum- 
plirey's  division,  of  Gen.  Hooker's  command,  made  the 
final  attack  towards  dusk  with  unloaded  muskets.  They 
advanced,  however,  no  further  than  the  troops  that  j)re- 
ceded  them,  and  were  tlirown  swiftly  back  with  the  loss 
of  nearly  half  of  their  number. 

After  dark  the  last  brigades  of  the  Second  Corps 
were  withdrawn  to  the  city.  The  ambulance  corps  was 
now  busy  in  its  sad  occupation  of  succoring  the  wounded, 
and  burial  parties  were  detailed  to  hide  from  sight 
the  bodies  of  the  hundreds  who  had  fallen  in  death. 
Portions  of  the  Fifth  and  Ninth  Corps  had  relieved  the 
Second,  and  they  prepared  to  face  a  long  night's  vigil. 
The  constant  i)icket  firing  an<I  occasional  cannonading 
proved  that  the  enemy  were  awake  and  inclined  to 
follow  up  their  success  as  closely  as  possible. 

The  writer  above  quoted  describes  the  scenes  in  the 
city,  after  the  Second  Corps  had  been  ordered  back  from 
the  extreme  front,  as  follows  : 

'•The  troops  were  witluiniwn  from  tiie  fn>nt.  aiul  r<-ted  on 
their  arms  in  tlie  streets.  Some  sat  on  the  curlistones,  meditating, 
lookintr  gloomily  at  tlie  ground  ;  others  hiy  on  the  pavement,  try- 
ing to  forget  the  events  of  the  day  in  sleep.  There  was  little  said  ; 
deep  dejection  hardened  tlie  spirits  of  all.  The  ineidents  of  the 
battle  were  not  rehearsed,  except  now  and  then.  Always  when  any- 
one spoke,  it  Avas  of  a  slain  eomradi — of  \\\<  virtues,  or  of  the 
manner  of  his  death  ;  or  of  one  mi-sinir,  wiih  many  eoiijceture.- 
respecting  him.  Some  of  them,  it  was  said,  had  prenioniti(nis,  and 
went  into  the  Itattlo  not  expecting  to  .survive  the  vlay.  Thus  Ihcy 
hiy  or  sat.  The  eunvirsuion  was  with  bowirl  head  and  in  a  low 
manner,  ending  in  a  >igl\.         '"  *         *         *         *         ir         * 

"It  wn.s  1  )<-•(•«  nili.'^r  and  cold.  There  wore  no  lamp  lires,  but  no 
one  mentioned  the  cold  :  it  was  not  noticinl.    Slcadilv  the  wounded 
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M  ere  carried  In-  to  the  hospitals  near  tlic  river.  The  hospitals  were 
a  harrowin^^  sight  ;  full,  crowded,  nevertheless  patients  were 
brought  la  constantly.  Downstairs,  up-stairs,  every  room  full. 
Surgeons,  with  tlieir  coats  off  and  sleeves  rolled  up  above  their 
elbows;  sawed  off  limbs  or  administered  anaesthetics.  Thev  took 
off  a  leg  or  an  arm  in  a  twinkling,  after  a  brief  consultation.  It 
seemed  to  be,  in  c;isc  of  doulit— olT  with  his  limb.  But  the  sights 
and  scenes  in  a  tieid  hospital  are  not  to  be  minutely  described." 

The  Tenth  Eegiiueiit  had  taken  less  than  two  hundred 
oRicers  and  men  intoaetiou.  The  two  companies  (B  andD) 
on  provost  duty,  and  a  number  of  men  left  in  camp  for 
want  of  shoes  and  clothing,  made  heavy  inroads  in  its 
fighting  strength. 

Capt.  Geo.  F.  Hopper,  still  in  conmiand  of  the  regi- 
ment on  the  18th,  reported  otlicially  on  that  date  to  the 
Adjutant-General,  at  Washington,  that  '* Twelve  officers 
went  into  action,  only  three  of  whom  escaped  uninjured," 
and  that  the  total  loss  of  the  regiment,  in  killed,  wounded 
and  missing,  was  GT. 

Owing  to  Capt.  Hopper's  care  in  preserving  in  the 
regimental  lelter-hook  a  copy  of  his  report,  we  are  en- 
abled to  ins.,rt  a  complete  list  of  the  wounded  in  the 
Appendix,  where  Avill  also  be  found  the  names  of  the 
Dussing  (nut  heard  from). 

Tlie  following  are  the  names  of  the  kilh-d  and  of  those 
wlio  died  of  wounds  received  : 

Company  A:  Corj..  Wm.  C.  IJurger;  Private  Thomas 
J.  Dwyer. 

Company  F  :  Capt.  Salmon  Winchester  :  Privates 
George  A.  G.  ''J'hontpsiin,  Tliomas  Flanagan. 

Company  (;  :  S.-coiid-Licut.  .lam.'s  M,  Vaidkv  ;  Pri- 
vates Xapni,.ui;  i;.  Mi-ad,  William  IT.  .McGee. 

Company  H  :   Corp.  John  IMorris. 
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Company  I  :  Private  Phillip  Rcotner  (or  Pughtuer). 

Company  K  :  First-Lieut.  Francis  A.  Morrell  ;  Pri- 
vate Dominick  Plunkctt. 

Total,  12. 

Corp.  Dick  Webb,  of  Company  A,  ^vas  one  of  those 
"missing  in  action."  He  enlisted  with  the  writer  of  this 
volume,  and  was  an  earnest  soldier  and  a  staunch  friend. 
Odd  and  eccentric  at  times,  he  had  a  never-failing  supply 
of  humor  and  a  keen  sense  of  the  ludicrous  side  of  human 
nature.  Although  his  resting  place  is  unknown  and  un- 
marked, he  lives  in  the  remembrance  of  those  surviving 
comrades  who  knew  him  best. 

First-Sergt.  William  A.  MacXulty,  of  the  same  com- 
pany, was  terribly  wounded  by  a  fragment  of  shell,  the 
missile  tearing  his  riglit  arm  almost  entirely  from  the 
shoulder.  He  had  always  been  a  marvelous  bundle  of 
nerves  and  courage,  and,  upon  receiving  his  wound,  he 
displayed  his  characteristics  to  a  wonderful  extent,  coolly 
walking  through  the  hail  of  projectiles  to  the  rear,  with 
his  arm  hanging  by  the  torn  muscles,  and  reaching  the 
field  hospital  with  no  additional  injury.  Amputation 
was  immediately  resorted  to,  and  the  surgeons  gave  him 
little  encouragement.  He,  however,  maintained  the 
stoicism  which  he  had  already  exhibited  in  such  a  maiked 
degree,  and  ultimately  recovered  from  the  Avound.* 

Lieut.  Theodore  if.  Ptogers  had  been  d.  tailed  to  the 
staff  of  Col.  Andrews,  commanding  the  Third  Brigade, 
and  was  severely  wounded  while  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duty  in  that  position. 

*  Ser^;!.  M.icNuIty  w.i-i  .\fterwan1s  (May  oth.  »864.t  comini>sione<l  as  second- 
licute.i.,nt  VetcMii  Koerve  Corps  and  brtvctcU  ^lr^l-lic••.ltcnant  :.nd  captain,  scrv- 
in^c  ..turr  the  war  and  until  January,  i3i;8.  as  agent  atid  superintendent  of  Freed- 
men's  atV.iirs  in  Virginia.  .  ' 
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Color-Sergt.  Geo.  AV.  Petit,  of  Company  I,  who  bore 
the  regimental  flag,  escaped  uninjured,  although  he  had 
some  close  calls.  His  color  did  not  escape  so  easily, 
showing  unmistakable  marks  of  the  conflict  through 
which  it  had  passed.  * 

Capt.  Salmon  Winchester,  mortally  wounded  in  this 
battle,  was  a  brave  officer  and  a  man  of  good  heart  and 
clear  head.  He  was  born  in  New  Hampshire,  in  1829, 
being  thirty-three  years  of  age  at  his  death,  and  had 
been  prominent  before  the  Avar  in  temperance  move- 
ments and  also  in  masonry.  In  1861  he  was  eager  and 
enthusiastic  to  enter  the  service,  assisting  in  recruiting 
his  company  for  the  National  Zouaves  ;  and  subsequent- 
ly, as  an  officer,  was  prompt  to  perform  every  duty  re- 
quired— respectful  to  his  superiors  and  generous  to  his 
subordinates.  He  was,  in  addition,  extremely  modest 
and  retiring  in  his  manner,  and  gained  the  esteem  of 
all  Avho  came  in  contact  with  him.  At  the  request  of 
Capt.  Hopper,  made  to  headquarters,  on  the  ITth  (the 
day  after  Cai)t.  Winchester's  death),  Sergt.  Wm.  J.  Chin 
and  Private  Adolph  Clavell,  of  Company  F,  were  de- 
tailed to  accomj)any  the  body  of  their  captain  to  Brook- 
lyn, X.  Y.,  and  the  remains  now  rest  in  Greenwood. 


•Correspondence  of  the  New  York  ll'orlJ.  December  24th,  xi'^z:  "The  well- 
known  Tenth  Regiment  N.  V.  S.  Vohinteers,  commanded  hy  Col.  John  K.  Bendix 
and  attached  to  French's  division,  encountered  hard  fiehtinir  and  severe  loss  in  the 
fisht  of  Deceniher  ijth.  Col.  F>endix  was  woun<Ied  at  the  conunencement  of  the 
action  and  the  regiment  was  taken  into  the  tioKl  by  Capt.  Winchester.  They  were 
in  the  second   line,  as  a  support  to  Kimball's  brig.ide.  •         *         •         •         -j-f,e 

Rebels  had  a  splendid  rakin.i;  fire  upon  thorn  from  a  heavy  battery  on  a  hill  to  the 
right.  Capt.  Winchester  was  mortally  wounded,  and  the  regiment  was  badly  cut 
up  befire  they  were  ordered  to  the  froi'.t.  They  were  finally  m.V'-d  to  the  extreme 
front,  under  conim.uid  of  t  apt.  Hopper,  whtre  they  foi.ght  tin-  ei-.eniy  for  an  hour, 
until  relieved  l)y  Ho>vard'<  and  Hancock's  troops.  •  ♦  ♦  »  <-,^„ 
French  said  of  them  :  '  1  he  lenth  New  York  were  masnificeiit  t.^d.iy;  no  troops 
ever  sto<w.l  fire  better  or  lio.4<.r  th.in  they."  " 
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By  the  death  of  Lieut.  James  M  Yardley,  tlie  regi- 
ment lost  another  brave  otficer,  liardly  more  than  twenty- 
one  years  of  age  ;  recently  promoted  from  the  ranks, 
and  the  support  of  his  M'idowed  mother. 

First-Lieut.  Francis  A.  Morrell  died  at  Seminary 
Hospital,  Georgetown,  on  the  14th  day  of  February, 
from  the  wound  he  had  received.  Lieut.  Morrell  was 
transferred  to  the  Tenth  in  the  fall  of  1861,  and  was 
soon  afterwards  made  second-lieutenant  by  Col.  Bendix. 
He  was  subsequently  promoted  to  the  grade  he  tilled 
when  wounded. 

Gen.  Franklin's  Grand  Division  on  the  left,  compris- 
ing some  40,000  men,  was  much  delayed  in  its  movements 
on  account  of  the  morning  mist  ;  and  also,  it  has  been 
alleged,  by  the  late  reception  of  necessary  orders.  Gen. 
Franklin  was  reinforced  by  a  portion  of  Gen.  Hooker's 
command,  his  force  aggregating  altogether  about  one- 
half  (^f  tlie  entire  army.  It  was  about  nine,  a.m.,  when 
Gen.  Ri^-ynolds'  corps  advanced.  Gen.  :Meade's  division 
then  gallantly  j.ushed  ahead,  sui.ported  in  time  by 
Birney's  and  Gibbon's  divisions  ;  but  no  definite  result 
Avas  attained  until  at  about  one  o'clock — !Meade  then 
crushing  the  Confederate  brigades  of  Archer  and  Lane 
and  taking  some  two  Inindred  prisoners.  Later,  reinforc- 
ing divisions  arrived  for  the  t'lieiny,  and  our  forces  were 
<lriven  back  with  h.^avV  loss.  Reynolds  was  assisted 
in  the  afternoon  by  Sickles*  division,  of  Gen.  Hooker's 
command,  but  Gin.  W.  F.  Smitlfs  corj^s  (about  r^UOOO 
strong)  was  not  st-nt  in,  remainini:-  nearer  to  Fredericks- 
burg, and  becornliiL'  but  <li<jlitly  cn-jigrd.  Ende:iyor^ 
were  au:ain  made,  during  tlie  ;irt>-ri)ooii.  to  I'oire  the 
enemy's  lines,  but  were  unsncees>l'ul.  The  strong  Ivebcl 
]»osition    on  :M:irye's   Heights   i-alle.l   for  comparatively 
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few  troops  for  defence,  and  allowed  Gen.  Lee  to  con- 
centrate a  heavy  force  against  Franklin.  Thus  Gen. 
Burnside  was  rej)ulsed  from  right  to  left  of  his  line. 

Lieut. -Col.  Marshall,  of  the  Tenth,  assumed  com- 
mand of  the  Third  Brigade  after  the  battle,  he  then 
being  the  ranking  field  otiicer.  Col.  Andrews,  of  the 
1st  Delaware  Volunteers,  in  command  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  action,  had  been  disabled.  On  Sunday 
night,  the  14th,  the  Second  Cor[)s  was  withdrawn  across 
the  pontoons  to  the  Falmouth  side  of  the  river,  and,, 
within  a  day  or  two,  the  entire  army  had  left  the 
Fredericksburg  side  and  returned  to  its  former  camps 
along  and  to  the  rear  of  Statford  Heights. 

The  loss  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  had  been 
very  severe.  Official  returns  stated  it  to  be  as  follows: 
Gen.  Hooker,  r5,r)4:S ;  Gen.  Franklin,  4,079  (of  which 
1,531  were  prisoners) ;  Gen.  Sumner,  5,404  ;  Engineers,. 
50.  The  total  amounting  to  13,771.  The  enemy's  loss 
was  said  to  be  only  lialf  that  nnmljer.  The  Confederate 
positions  were  strongly  intrenched  from  right  to  left,, 
and  lavishly  supplied  with  artillery,  while  our  own  field 
batteries  were  fought  at  great  disadvantage. 

Gen.  Burnside,  in  his  oflieial  dispatch  to  ]\raj,-Geu. 
Halleck,  said  :  "  For  the  failure  in  the  attack  I  am 
responsible,  as  the  extreme  gallantry,  courage  and  en- 
durance shown  by  them  (the  otlicers  and  soldier>)  were 
never  exceeded,  and  would  have  carried  the  points  had 
it  been  possible,  'i'o  the  families  and  friends  of  the 
dead  I  can  only  olTer  my  heartfelt  sympathy;  but  for 
the  wounded  I  i  an  olfer  my  earnest  prayers  for  their 
comfortable  and  lina!  rerovrry.'' 

The  follow  iii'^^  is  the  olHeial  report  of  Col.  Andrews., 
t:ommaniling  the  Third  Brigade  of  French's  division  : 
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Wilmington,  Del.,  December  'iTtli,  18fi2. 

Capt.  Josf:pii  W.  Plume, 

A.  A.  A.  G.,  French's  Division. 

C.tPTAiN  : — I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  folhnving,  as  the  part 
taken  by  the  Tliird  Brigade,  under  my  command,  in  the  attack  on 
the  enemy's  works  near  Fredericksburg. 

On  the  morning-  of  the  r2th  of  December,  at  half-past  seven, 
the  command,  following  (ion.  Kimball's  brigade,  and  advancing  by 
the  left  flank,  crossed  the  pontoon  bridge,  and  formed  line  of  battle 
in  the  main  street  of  Fredericksburg— the  men  keeping  near  their 
arms,  and  the  roll  being  called  every  hour.  This  evening,  the  4th 
New  York  Volunteers  performed  picket  duty. 

On  the  morning  of  the  i;3th,  I  received  marching  orders  from 
division  headquarters,  and  formed  tlie  brigade  in  the  rear  of  Kim- 
ball, in  the  following  order,  in  a  street  running  parallel  with  Main 
Street  :  Tenth  New  York  Volunteers,  Col.  Bcndix  ;  132d  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers,  Lieut.-Col.  Albright  ;  4th  New  York  Volun- 
teers, Col.  McGregor.  The  1st  Delaware  PvCgiment  Iieing  now  de- 
tailed as  skirmishers,  in  advance  of  Kimball's  brigade,  and  the 
column  formed  right  in  front,  I  reported  to  Brig.-(ien.  French  as 
ready  to  move,  and  received  my  tinal  instructions.  The  men 
seemed  full  of  enthusiasm  and  ea-er  to  meet  the  enemy.  At  this 
time  Col.  Bendix  received  a  sliell  wound  and  Cant.  Salmon  Win- 
chester assumed  command  of  the  Tenth  Xew  York  Volunteers. 

At  twelve,  m.,  the  command  "forward"  was  given.  My  in- 
structions wrre  to  move  by  flank  to  a  position  indicated,  and  face 
to  the  front— thus  forming  the  brigade  line  of  battle  and  keep- 
ing one  hundred  and  fifty  ]iarcs  in  the  rear  of  Kimball,  to  support 
him.  We  accordingly  advanced  bri.skly,  under  a  heavy  artillery 
lire,  until  we  reached  the  position:  then  facing  to  the  front, 
marched  steadily  up  the  slope  and  look  a  p(vsition  in  Kimball's 
rear.  We  remaineci  here  a  short  time,  until  tinding  that  his  ranks 
had  become  retluced,  and  that,  although  lie  held  his  ground  nobly, 
he  was  unable  to  improve  his  position.  T  ordered  my  men  forward 
to  supj)ort  him.  Tlie  c  onmaiul.  r.-  of  reiinieiiis  led  on  their  men 
in  a  manner  worthy  of  all  pr  li-e,  an.l  reiuaiiied  enga-ed  until  re- 
lieved in  tvnu  by  the  next  advanciii',:  brigade.  Tliey  then  retired, 
and  were  refcjinied  in  the  second  slre<'t  from  the  river,  under  tluir 
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regimental  commanders.  Having  myself  become  disabled  during 
the  action,  I  did  not  leave  the  Held  until  after  four  o'clock  ;  and 
finding  myself,  on  my  return,  unable  to  perform  duty,  I  turned 
over  the  command  to  Lieut. -Col.  Marshall,  Tenth  Xew  York  Vol- 
unteers, ^Yho  had  been  detailed  on  special  duty  on  the  otlier  side 
of  the  river  with  the  pioneers,  and  was  not  present  in  the  action. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  leave  to  state  that  the  officers  behaved  with 
exemplary  coolness  and  the  men  with  the  steadiness  and  courage 
of  veterans.  I  wish,  also,  particularly  to  mention  the  efficient  ser- 
vices of  Col.  John  D.  McGregor,  4th  Xew  York  Volunteers, 
wounded  in  the  arm  ;  Lieut. -Col.  Charles  Albright,  13M  Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers  :  Lieut. -Col.  William  Jameson,  4th  Xew  York 
Volunteers  ;  Maj.  Thomas  A.  Smyth,  1st  Delaware  Volunteers  ; 
Maj.  Charles  Kruger,  4th  Xew  York  Volunteers,  and  Capt.  Salmon 
Winchester,  an  accomplished  gentleman  and  a  true  soldier,  who 
fell  mortally  wounded  while  commanding  and  leading  on  his  regi- 
ment, the  Tenth  ]S'ew  York  Volunteers.  Also  the  valuable  aid 
afforded  me  by  the  gentlemen  of  my  staff,  Lieut.  W.  P.  Saville, 
A.  A.  G.;  Lieut.  Theodore  Kogers,  A.  D.  C,  severely  wounded  by 
my  side  while  the  command  w  as  under  a  lieavy  lire  of  musketry, 
and  Lieut.  W.  C.  Inhoff,  Aid. 

Having  already  testified  to  the  good  conduct  of  those  under 
my  immediate  command,  it  becomes  my  duty  also  to  state  that  the 
1st  Delaware  Volunteers,  detached  as  skirmishers,  were  reported 
to  me  as  having  behaved  with  great  courage  and  endurance.  That 
after  driving  in  tiie  enemy's  skirmishers,  they  sustained  alone  their 
fire  for  a  considerable  time  before  the  supporting  column  arrived, 
and  that,  after  expending  all  their  ammunition,  tliey  retired  in 
good  order.  3Iaj.  T.  A.  Smyth,  in  command,  is  represented  as 
having  displayed  much  coolness  and  ability. 

The  list  of  casualties  will  bo  re]K->rte(l  by  Lieut. -Col.  ^Marshall. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
John  W.  Andkkws, 
'  Colonel  commanding  Third  Brigade. 

The  Zouavf  ^uits,  which  had  Leon  ex[>crtt.'«l  for  somo 
time,  carue  to  liaml  sc^l)n  after  the  Tenth  settleJ  down 
again  in  camp,  auvl   the  ardor  of  both  otiicers  and  men 
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began  to  return,  as  the  memory  of  the  recent  reverses 
and  losses  receded  into  the  past.  Drills  and  ])arades 
were  recommenced,  and  tbg  regiment  soon  regained  its 
old  spirit  and  appearance. 

About  the  2Ttb  of  December  came  an  order  from 
corps  hea<l([uarters,  detaching  the  regiment  to  serve  as 
guard  at  Gen.  Sumner's  (grand  division)  headquarters. 
Upon  this  duty  it  remained  until  the  brave  and  sensitive 
general  was  relieved  from  command.  His  quarters  were 
at  the  Phillips  mansion,  a  lai'ge  and  comparatively  hand- 
some brick  structure,  built  on  a  commanding  position 
back  from  the  river,  and  a  conspicuous  landmark  for  a 
great  distance  around.  The  Xational  Zouaves  Avere  again 
encamped  in  "  Sibleys,"  with  no  picketing  and  little 
guard  duty  to  perfoi-m,  and  they  rapidly  began  to  assume 
the  extra  polish  which  was  so  visible  during  their  old 
garrison  life. 

During  the  winter  the  foHuwing  promotions  of  com- 
missioned otlicers  Avere  made  : 

To  captains  :  Adjt.  John  A.  Brady  and  First-Lieut. 
Geo.  M.  Dewey. 

To  adjutant :  Second-Lieut.  Henry  V.  :Martin.* 

To  first-lieutenants :  Socond-Lieuts.  Putnam  Field 
and  James  JL  Smith. 

To  second-lieutenants:  Sergt.-Maj.  AV.  U.  IL  Wilcox; 
Com.-Sergt.  C.  W.  Cowtan  ;  Sorgts.  Oscar  F.  Angell, 
James  "Whitelaw  and  John  H.  Murray. 

Surgeon  J.  P.  P.  White,  who  had  succeeded  John 
W.  Hunt,  in  June,  IS&2,  resigned  on  the  lOth  of  :March, 


AUjt.  M.irtiii.  .ifi-T  the  inuittr  out  of  tlie  t.vo  years  nrc.uii.-a'.K>n,  ua.-,  com- 
iietl  as  ..apMiii  in  the  4  ;>!  R'-<imci'.l  nf  U.  S.  Colored  Tri)ops,  and  SLT\cd 
th  niiioh  crt-ilit  it  iVto-rs'iiurtj,  Kicliini>nd  and  in  Texas— finally  leiving  the  scr- 
ee in  DeceniUcr,  iS''5. 
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1803.  Six  of  the  officers  }>romoled  as  above  were  origin- 
ally members  of  Company  A. 

Although  Gen.  Burnsicle  was  deeply  grieved  at  the 
heavy  losses  sustained  by  his  army  in  its  efforts  against 
Fredericksburg,  he  was  not  disheartened,  and  by  the 
middle  of  January  he  had  fully  resolved  to  again  take 
the  aggressive,  although  his  plans  were  kept  a  pro- 
found secret.  On  the  2()th  of  the  month,  the  entire  army 
was  put  in  motion,  being  supplied  with  several  days  ra- 
tions, and  the  troops  headed  for  the  different  fords  above 
Fredericksburg,  About  ten,  r.  m.,  however,  there  com- 
menced one  of  the  severest  storms  ever  experienced  by 
this  aiTiiy.  Snow,  sleet  and  rain  fell,  causing  a  general 
breaking  up  of  the  roads,  and  a  chaos  of  the  elements 
which  rendered  locomotion  impossible  and  outside  life 
hardly  endurable.  This  storm  arrested  the  advance  at  the 
outset,  and  lixed  our  army  in  the  mud,  wherein  it  hope- 
lessly floundered  for  hours.  Daylight  exposed  to  the  ene- 
my, across  the  river,  movements  which  were  intended  to 
be  consummated  under  cover  of  darkness,  and  the  fords 
were  immediately  guarded  so  strongly  that  Kurnside  saw 
that  his  plans  were  futile,  and  the  troops  were  ordered 
back  to  their  old  camps,  many  of  which  had  been  burned 
upon  quitting  them,  in  the  expectati<in  that  they  would 
not  be  again  needed.  In  this  famous  "mud  march"  our 
regiment  took  no  part,  remaining  in  camp  at  the  Phillips 
House,  and  seeing  tlie  respective  corps  march  past  towards 
the  fords.  Had  the  operations  continued,  we  would  pro- 
bably havf  l)roken  camp  and  followed  them  the  next  day. 

In  tin-  ]:[<  iiio\oment,  Ccti.  Dnrnsiilo  hail  artod  almost 
solely  upttu  his  own  respon-ibiiity.  Tiu'  seutinieiit  of  his 
general  otVicers  was  almost  unanimously  against  it,  and 
12 


m(? 


178  THE    NATIONAL    ZOUATES. 

some  of  them  freely  expressed  themselves  in  opposition. 
This  was  a  powerful  reason  for  abandoning  the  plan, 
aside  from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather.  Gen.  Burn- 
side  now  expressed  his  intention  either  to  partly  reof- 
ficer  and  reorganize  his  array  or  to  resign  his  commission 
as  major-general.  The  suhject  was  a  serious  one  for 
President  Lincoln  to  determine,  but  he  finally  decided  to 
relieve  Burnside  from  the  command  of  the  army  and  to 
appoint  Gen.  Hooker  in  his  place.  This  occurred  Janu- 
ary 2Gth  ;  at  the  same  time,  Gens.  Sumner  and  Franklin 
were  also  relieved  and  ordered  to  report  elsewhere. 

Gen.  Burnside  was  a  gallant  soldier  and  a  devoted 
patriot.  He  proved  his  patriotism  in  this  instance,  by 
consenting  to  serve  his  government  thereafter  wherever 
his  aid  might  be  required.  If  he  did  not  gain  a  rank 
during  the  Rebellion  as  a  great  general,  he  at  least  proved 
himself  an  intrepid,  <levoted  and  intelligent  officer.  Ilis 
action  in  assuming  personal  responsibility  for  the  defeat 
at  Fredericksburg  won  the  esteem  of  the  soldiers,  and  he 
retained  it  to  a  wonderful  degree,  until  his  active  con- 
nection with  the  army  was  severed  in  1>^04. 

President  Lincoln's  letter*  to  Gen.  Hooker,  upon  his 
appointment  to  the  command  of  the  Army  of  the  I'oto- 
mac,  was  a  characteristic  document  from  a  remarkable 
man.     It  was  as  follows  : 

ExECcrnE  ^Fansion, 
WAsniNOTON,  D.  C,  Januury  20th,  1808. 
Ma.f.-Gkn.  IIookeu, 

(.Jenerai.  : — I  have  placed  you  at  the  head  of  the  Army  of  the 
Pi>tnin:ic. 

Of  eouise  I  liavc  done  tliis  upcm -what  apiKand  to  me  to  he 
suflic'.ent  ria-inis,  and  yel  1  think  it  hcst  for  you  to  know  that  tiiere 

•  From  "Ohiuiiiry  of  .M.ij.-Gon.  Honkt-r."  by  Maj.-Ucn.  J.  W.ths  de  Pcystcr. 
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are  some  things  in  regard  to  which  I  am  not  quite  satisfied  with 
you. 

I  believe  you  to  be  a  Ijrave  and  skillful  soldier,  which,  of  course, 
I  like.  I  also  believe  you  do  not  mix  politics  with  your  profession, 
in  which  you  are  right.  You  have  confidence  in  yourself,  whicli 
is  a  valuable,  if  not  an  indispen.sable  quality.  You  are  ambitious, 
which,  within  reasonable  bounds,  does  good  rather  than  harm  : 
but  I  think  that  during  Gen.  Burnsidc's  command  of  the  army 
you  have  taken  counsel  of  your  ambition,  and  thwarted  him  a- 
much  as  you  could,  in  which  you  did  a  great  wrong  to  the  coun- 
tr\'  and  to  a  most  meritorious  and  honorable  brother  otticer.  I  liave 
heard,  in  such  way  as  to  believe  it,  of  your  recently  saying  that 
both  the  array  and  the  Government  needed  a  dictator.  Of  course 
it  was  not  for  this,  but  in  spite  of  it,  that  I  have  given  you  the 
command. 

Only  those  generals  who  gain  successes  can  set  up  dictators. 

What  I  now  ask  of  you  is  military  success,  and  I  will  risk  tlie 
dictatorship.  The  Government  will  support  you  to  the  utmo.st  of 
its  ability,  which  is  neither  more  nnr  less  than  it  has  done  and  will 
do  for  all  commanders.  I  much  fear  that  the  spirit  which  you  have 
aided  to  infuse  into  the  army,  of  criticising  their  commander  and 
withholding  confidence  from  liim,  will  now  turn  upon  you.  I  shtdl 
assist  you  as  far  as  I  can  to  put  it  down.  Neither  you  nor  Xapoleon. 
if  he  were  alive  again,  could  get  any  good  out  of  an  army  whilf 
such  a  spirit  prevails  in  it. 

And  now  beware  of  rashness. 

Beware  of  rashness,  but  with  energy  and  sleepless  vigilance  go 
forward  and  irive  us  victories. 

Yours  very  truly, 
[Signed,]  A.  Lincoln. 

Gen.  SuiniitT.  after  beiiii;  vt•lu'^  e«l.  rotind  to  liis  hon\o 
at  Syracuse,  M.  Y..  l)ut  liis  enfurccJ  iillciuss,  ami  tlic 
absence  of  the  military  surroumlinofs  to  whieli  he  liad 
beet!  accustumetl  <lnriiiu'  tin-  lK■^t  pari  o['  liis  life,  e]iai"e<I 
the  veteran  soMier  and  ].rr.i»al>ly  liurricl  iiim  to  bis  eiul. 
lie  died  ou  xhv  '2\<i  .d'  March  following.  The  words 
of  a  brilliant  writer,  when  afterwards  speaking  of  him. 
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were  fxilly  merited  :  "  We  have  had  greater  captains 
than  Sumner,  but  no  better  soldiers — no  braver  patriots. 
The  words  which  trembled  upon  the  dying  lips  of 
the  old  general,  '  May  God  bless  my  country,  the  United 
States  of  America,'  were  the  key-note  to  his  life.  Green 
be  the  turf  above  his  grave." 

The  Tenth  now  removed  its  camp  a  short  distance  to 
a  position  in  the  rear  of  the  Lacey  House,  a  mansion 
situated  on  the  river  bluff,  directly  opposite  Fredericks- 
burg. The  regiment  was  still  detached  from  brigade 
duty,  and  supported  two  batteries  of  heavy  guns 
mounted  at  this  point.  Officers  and  men  who  had  been 
absent  sick  and  wounded  began  to  return,  the  command 
gradually  assuming  the  proportions  held  before  the  re- 
cent battle.  Upon  the  return  of  Colonel  Bendix,  after 
recovering  from  his  wound,  he  assumed  command  of 
the  Third  Brigaile,  with  headquarters  some  two  miles 
from  the  Lacey  Plouse,  and  Capt.  John  A.  Brady,  Quar- 
termaster Hill,  Asst.-Surgeon  Orasmus  Smith,  and  Se- 
cond-Lieut. Chas.  AV.  Cowtan  were  detached  from  the 
Tenth  to  serve  as  brigade  staff  officers. 

At  this  time  it  cannot  be  said  that  the  spirit  or 
efficiency  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  was  above  re- 
proach. There  seemed  to  be  a  feeling  of  aj»athy,  born 
of  despondency,  generally  pervading  the  army.  Gree- 
ley, in  his  "American  Conlliet,"  remarks;  ''Superior  as 
its  numbtrs  still  were,  it  is  questionable  whether  this 
army  was  a  full  match,  on  e<]ual  ground,  for  its  more- 
homogeneous,  better  disci])lined,  more  sflf-as.>ured  and 
deterniiued   antagonist." 

Gt.-u.  IKioker,  hou'L'Ver,  upon  assiuuinLT  c-(»iumaiid,  im- 
mediately l>fgan  improving  the  discipline  and  perfect- 
ing the  organization  of  his  troops,  and  with  such  success 
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that  he  had,  some  two  months  afterwards,  as  he  declared, 
"the  finest  array  on  the  planet."  He  hroke  up  the 
"  ^and  divisions,"  which  many  officers  had  considered 
useless  formations  ;  infused  his  own  vitality  into  the 
staff  and  administrative  service,  and  gave  distinctive 
badges  to  the  different  corps.  This  latter  idea  was  one 
of  the  best  which  was  ever  adopted,  and  the  soldiers  of 
the  array  took  pride  in  the  display  of  the  badges  of 
their  respective  divisions  and  corps.* 

Amongst  other  plans  to  insure  a  spirit  of  eraulation 
in  the  ranks,  an  order  was  promulgated  allowing  each 
corps  commander  the  privilege  of  selecting  at  least  one 
regiment,  whose  drill,  appearance  and  discipline  were 
the  best,  from  which  command  an  extra  number  of 
ofiicers  and  men  were  to  be  allowed  furloughs.  In- 
spections were  ordered,  resulting  in  the  selection  of  the 
Tenth  New  York  Volunteers  to  rei)resent  the  efficiency 
of  the  Second  Corps,  and  the  regiment  was  named,  with 
ten  others,  in  Gencial  Orders  Xo.  18,  Army  of  the 
Potomac.  The  Fifth  Corps  having  selected  the  Fifth 
'Sew  York  Volunteers  (Duryee's  Zouaves)  as  its  repre- 
sentative, some  dissatisfaction  was  expressed  by  offiu-ers 
of  the  Second  Corps  that  a  New  York  zouave  regimi-nt 
had  carried  away  the  palm  in  the  two  corps,  and  favorit- 
ism was  in  several  instances  charged.  In  consetpience  of 
this  dissatisfaction  another  inspection  of  the  National 
Zouaves  was  ordered,  which  resulted  in  a  second  tri- 
umph  for  the   regiment.      It   can  readily  be  imagined 


*  Swinton,  p.  j'lS  :  "  The  ncriti  of  the  bafijze  (Je'ii^ii;itiiii\  was  tlie  liappy  thoiii;ht 
of  Gen.  Ke;iriiy,  who,  M  F.iir  <  i.ilss,  orden-d  the  solilicr-i  cii'  hiN  divi>ion  to  ^ew  a 
piece  of  red  fl.-\iinel  to  their  caps,  so  that  he  could  rei'in;iii7c  them  in  the  tiimuit  of 
b.ittlc.  Hooker  lit  veli.peU  the  ide.i  iiitn  ii  system  of  inuuensc  utility,  ,ind  hrno-- 
forth  the  dirfcrent  corps  and  divisions  coliM  alw.iys  be  distinguished  by  the  red, 
white  or  blue  trefoil,  cr(>ss,  lozeiikre,  star,  >Vc." 
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that  this  tribute  was  a  source  of  much  pride  and  gratifi- 
cation to  the  officers  and  men  of  the  regiment,  and  it 
seemed  peculiarly  appropriate,  coming  at  tlie  hour  when 
their  connection  with  the  army  was  about  to  be  severed. 
Of  the  period  which  now  ehipsed  before  the  expira- 
tion of  the  term  of  service  of  tlie  regiment,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  say  comparatively  little.  Our  soldiers  were 
continually  counting  the  days  which  must  pass  before 
they  could  return  to  civil  life.  The  base  and  corner- 
stone of  the  soldier's  ration,  the  despised  yet  coveted 
hard,  tack,  about  this  time  assumed  another  and  more 
important  position.  Ten  of  these  tough  teeth-destroyers 
generally  came  to  the  pound,  and  a  pound  Avas  the  daily 
ration ;  consequently,  by  an  easy  problem  in  multiplica- 
tion and  addition,  homesick  members  of  the  regiment 
were  enabled  to  figure  just  how  many  crackers  each 
man  was  to  consume  before  he  could  take  a  good  square 
meal  on  Broadway,  with  plenty  of  "soft"'  bread  as  a 
side  dish. 

No  movement  of  the  army  called  for  a  march  or 
change  of  camp  during  this  time,  and  the  relaxation  and 
freedom  of  a  comparatively  monotonous  camp  life  was 
only  varied  by  the  daily  drills  and  parades,  and  occa- 
sionally a  division  or  perhaps  army  review.  Although 
the  spirit  of  a  majority  of  tlu)se  Avho  had  survived  the 
arduous  services  of  the  past  two  years  was  still  un- 
broken, and  their  love  of  country  undiminished,  imagi- 
nation can  depict  the  desire  whicli  was  expressed  con- 
stantly to  again  see  friends  and  home. 

The  members  of  th<'  VfLriinciit  who  had  enlisted  in 
the  fall  of  IbUl,  and  thorcafUT.  were  aloiir  (li>coiitontt'd. 
Many  of  these  had  joined  the  regiment  with  tin-  quasi 
nnderstanduig  that    their  term  of   service  Avas  to  expire 
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with  that  of  the  regiment,  and,  although  precedent 
had  recent!}^  sliown  that  their  hopes  were  fallacious, 
many  of  them  still  clung  to  the  idea  of  returning  home 
in  April.  It  was  only  at  the  last  moment,  when  the 
order  from  cor})S  headquarters  Mas  promulgated,  direct- 
ing the  departure  of  the  regiment,  and  organizing  the 
"  three  years  men,"  as  they  %vere  termed,  into  a  new 
battalion,  that  they  ceased  hoping.  Although  these 
recruits  were  undoubtedly  mustered  into  the  service  for 
three  years,  it  is  certain  that  in  some  instances  they  were 
given  to  understand  that  it  was  a  matter  of  form 
merely — the  zeal  of  the  recruiting  oliicers  having  evi- 
dently overridtlen  their  judgment  in  such  cases.* 

On  the  20th  of  Aj-ril,  by  General  Order  Xo.  44,  from 
Headquarters  of  the  Army,  the  Tenth  Xew  York  Volun- 
teers were  ordered  to  be  mustered  out  of  the  United 
States  service.  On  the  same  day,  the  following  order 
was  issued  from  division  headquarters  : 

HEAD(iUARTKUS  TlIIKD   DlVl?«JOX,   SeCOM)    AUMi"   CoUPS. 

Army  of  the  PoTo>rAC. 
Special  Okder,  No.  115.  ^^^'"^  "^tl..  1863. 

EXTRACT. 

The  i^eiieral  commanding,'  the  division,  in  pronuilLruting  tlip 
order  which  dcpii\t;s  it  of  a  portion  of  the  Tenth  IJegiment  New 
York  Volunteers,  deems  it  a  duty  to  e.xpress  to  CoL  Bendix,  his 
orticers  and  men— soon  to  bo  nuistered  out  of  .service — the  high 
position  they  obtained  for  the  regiment,  in  the  soldierly  rharacter- 
islics  of  Jtravery,  discipline  and  a  military  tone  and  l)earing  not 
excelled  in  any  army. 

■  "  Miiny  f.f  the  recruits  for  the  f.v.>  yc.ir>"  n^imeiusenli-tcci  in  the  behef  th.^t 
they  wcniU  be  nm-.tcreJ  ..ut  at  the  eiui  of  the  re^iiiieiit's  term.  Kecniitiii^  omcers, 
!>y  pl.icardi  and  others*  ise,  aMureii  them  that  Mich  would  be  tlie  c.isc.  But  their 
•xpurt.ntl-ns  ill  this  rei;jrd  were  not  rc.tli/etl,  .Tiid  their  retention  in  the  service  lor 
three  years  b..'C.-»nie  .i  c.iiise  of  Leen  di-.tppointnient."— Keport  ..f  lUireau  of  Military 
Record-,,  .St.ite  of  .\e»  Vork.  tSt'-.s- 
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He  regrets  to  lose  these  tine  troops,  but  hopes  that  they  will 
soon  return,  to  give  their  aid  to  support  this  glorious  Union  and 
keep  our  flag  to  the  front. 

By  order  of  Maj.-Gkn.  French, 

Commanding  Division. 

During  the  next  few  days  busy  preparations  were 
made  for  the  departure  of  the  regiment,  and,  on  the  20th 
of  April,  the  final  order  was  promulgated  from  corps 
headquarters,  as  follows  : 

IIk.vdqlakters  Second  Army  Corps, 
Camp  near  Falmoith,  Va. 
April  20th,  ls6;l 
Special  Order,  Xo.  100. 

That  portion  of  the  Tenth  Regiment  New  York  NOlunteers 
mustered  into  the  United  States  service  for  two  years,  wdl  be  fur- 
nished transportation  to-morrow,  April  27,  ISO:!,  at  seven  o'clock, 
A.M.,  at  the  Falmouth  Depot,  and  will  proceed  tiu-nce  to  New 
York  city,  for  the  purpose  of  being  mustered  out  of  service.  Arms 
and  accoutrements  will  be  tunied  over  to  the  acting  ordnance 
otficer  of  the  division. 

Under  the  authority  vested  in  the  coryis  commander,  by  (ten- 
eral  Order  No.  44,  Headciuarters  Army  of  the  Potomac,  the  20th 
instant,  the  three  years  men  in  the  regiment  will  be  formed  into  a 
battalion  of  four  companio.  witli  the  following  assignment  of  of- 
ficers : 

Major:  (Jeorge  F.  Hopper,  now  captain. 
Adjutant  :  Cliarlcs  W.  Cowtan.  now  stroiid  lieutenant 
"  Quarterma^-ter  :  W.  H.  H.  Wilcox,  now  second-lieutenant. 
Captain  :  (JeorgeM.  Desvey,  now  captain. 
Captain  :  (ieorge  F.  Tait.  now  first  lieutenant. 
Captain  :  Putnam  Field,  now  lirstlieutenant. 
Firsr-Li.  uteiiant  :  Osr:,:-  F.  .Vnunll,  now  -.•.•f>nd-!ieuirnant. 
First-Liiulrii;inl  ;  IIar%<y  Y.  lia-x'ii.  now  >e(ond  lieui.nant. 

The  division  connnamier  is  authorized  lo  select  four  of  the 
non-conimi.ssioned  otticers,  who  desire  to  remain,  for  nomination  as 
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'st'coud-lieutenants.  It  is  understood  that  an  application  will  be 
made  forthwith  for  commissions  to  the  officers  named  in  the  above 
organization,  and  that,  if  ihey  are  not  issued,  the  otticers  will  be 
entitled  to  muster  out  of  service. 

By  command  of  ;Maj.-Gen.  Coucu. 

Tlie  parting  Ix-tweeii  tlie  officers  and  men  who  -were 
to  leave  for  their  homes  and  those  who  were  to  remain 
was  in  some  instances  pathetic  ;  but  the  farewell  words 
were  at  length  spoken,  and  the  regiment  boarded  the 
train  of  rough  cars  which  were  to  transport  it  to  Acquia 
Creek.  From  that  point  the  passage  was  made  by 
steamer  xip  the  Potomac  to  Washington,  and  from 
thence  the  iron  horse  sped  the  honicAvard-bound  vete- 
rans to  the  Empire  City,  which  was  reached  on  the  morn- 
ing of  April  29th,  18G3. 

The  37th  New  York  State  Militia,  Col.  Chas.  Roome, 
was  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  regiment,  and  acted  as 
escort  on  the  march  up-town.  At  the  City  Hall  the 
two  regiments  were  reviewed  by  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  and  the  Common  Council,  and  then 
]>roceeded  up  Broadway.  The  popular  welcome  to  the 
returning  zouaves  was  hearty,  and  much  enthusiasm 
was  manifested  along  the  route  as  tlie  bron/.ed  and 
happy  veterans  marched  along,  with  the  free  an<l  yet 
steady  swing  whicii  proved  their  long  army  ex)>erience. 
At  Fourteenth  Street  the  regiment  was  dismissed,  to 
asscTulde  auMin  for  tinal  miuster  out,  wliic-h  took  phice  on 
the  0th  an<l  7th  of  May. 

Upon  the  occasion  of  tlu-  return  and  reception  of  the 
nth  Keginifut  (Dui-ycr's  Z.iuav.vv).  on  tlie  Sfli  of  May. 
the  Tenth  made  a  -tini-oiiicial  and  hist  jiarade.  Lieut. - 
Col.  ^Marshall  was  in  <'oinnuind,  and  some  two  hundred 
and  fifty  officers  and  men  jiarticipated  in  this  linal  act 
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of  courtesy  towards  tlie  gallant  regiment  with  which 
the  National  Zouavi'S  had  marched  and  battled  in  llie 
campaigns  of  18G'2. 

Althongh  each  member  of  our  regiment  seemed  glad 
to  cast  off  his  military  bonds,  there  were  many  to  whom 
the  life  of  a  soldier  had  presented  charms,  or  sown  the 
seeds  of  a  restlessness  unfitting  them  for  an  immediate 
lapse  into  civil  life.  Again,  there  were  others  who  felt 
that  their  duty  was  but  half  performed  while  numbers  of 
their  late  comrades  were  left  in  the  field  to  face  future 
dangers  and  reap  the  glories  attendant  ujton  a  successful 
termination  of  the  yet  undecided  struggle.  IMany  such 
re-enlisted  within  a  few  weeks  or  months — some  of 
them  (as  hereinafter  mentioned)  returning  to  their  own 
regiment.  Those  who  did  not  again  risk  their  lives 
wei'e  probably  satisfied  in  the  knowledge  that  they  had 
given  two  of  their  choicest  years  to  their  country  and 
earned  a  crown  of  laurel  to  be  transmitted  in  proud 
remembrance  to  their  children's  children. 


PART    II. 
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PERIOD  I. 

A   RETROSPECT CHAXCEI.LORSTILLE — GETTYSBURG 

BRISTOE    STATIO.V MIXE    Rl'K RETURN 

TO    LINE    DUTT. 

Two  years  had  elapsed  since  the  early  days  of  1861^ 
when  the  National  Zouaves  were  mustered  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  and,  measured  by  the  stir- 
ring and  fateful  occurrences  of  these  years,  a  whole  de- 
cade seemed  to  have  been  borne  away  upon  the  pinions 
of  time.  The  conflict  which  had  been  precipitated  at 
Charleston,  under  the  reckless  leadership  of  the  advo- 
cates of  State  Rights  and  Slavery,  and  which  the  up- 
holders of  the  Government  had  fondly  hoped  would  end 
in  a  few  mouths,  at  most,  had  during  this  period  dragged 
along  a  tortuous  and  l)loody  existence  ;  and  although  the 
75,000  men  demanded  by  President  Lincoln  to  suppress 
the  insurrection,  after  the  tii-st  blow  had  been  struck  at 
the  unity  of  the  States,  seemed  then  to  be  an  immense 
levy,  it  had  proved  ridiculously  inadequate  for  the  pur- 
pose— nearly  a  million  troops  having  since  been  asked  for 
and  furnis.hed.  The  Union  armios  had  been  successful  in 
circum>cribing  and  reducing  the  geographical  area  of  the- 
Rebellion,  but  their  successes  were  partially  t>cli]>s(.'d  by 
several  disastrous  failures  and  defe;its,  and  the  people  of 
the  frt'c  North,  who  had  arisen  at  the  sound  of  Sumter's, 
tirst  gun,  as  though  exorcisfil  by  an  t-nchanter's  wand, 
had  become  conscious  thai  th*.-  work  vi  crushing  the  Re- 
hellion  Avas  a  task  to  bo  completed  only  by  slow,  careful 
180 
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and  sure  measures,  and  at  the  cost  of  millions  of  men 
and  treasure. 

If  the  loyal  population  of  the  Northern  States  were 
earnest  in  the  defense  of  the  Government,  the  Southern 
people  were  fanatical  to  a  degree  in  devotion  to  their 
Confederacy,  and  by  this  Avas  meant  an  intense  hostility 
to  the  old  flag  and  the  armies  which  bore  it.  This  bitter 
feeling  had  borne  the  Southern  cause  through  two  years 
of  warfare;  had  fed  its  armies  and  sent  its  best  blood  to 
do  battle  for  ideas  and  institutions,  which,  by  a  fatal 
bigotry,  had  been  made  to  api)ear  sacred.  Such  blind 
belief  was  destined  to  uphold  the  structure  of  Rebellion 
for  two  more  years,  and  until  the  armies  of  the  South 
were  literally  tliinned  and  starved  to  an  extent  which 
rendered  further  resistance  futile. 

The  Army  of  the  Potomac,  comp<»sed  of  material  that, 
in  the  combined  qualities  of  intelligence,  bravery  and 
endurance,  had  never  been  equalled,  had  not  met  witli 
the  success  it  had  always  merited  and  which  its  acknow- 
ledged superiority  had  led  the  country  to  hope  for.  Fight- 
ing on  the  most  ditlicult  battle-ground  within  the  seceded 
States — in  a  country  thickly  wooded,  broken  with  mount- 
ains and  foot-hills,  and  crossed  in  all  directions  by  rajnd 
streams,  and  confronted  always  by  the  best  disciplined 
and  best  led  army  of  the  Confederacy — it  had  achieved 
indifferent  results  in  its  efforts  against  Kichmond.  It 
still,  however,  retained  its  splendid  organization  and 
morrde,  and  the  nation  yet  had  faith  in  it,  as  its  right 
arm  in  adversity  aiid  resort  in  need. 

The  '•  three  years  nuii"  of  the  Tenth  "Now  Vr.rk  Vol- 
unteers, who  rtiiiaitiefl  in  the  tlcld  after  the  dt'parture  of 
the  regiment  for  home,  April  "-Tth,    Ixij:'.,  were  on  the 
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same  day  marched,  under  the  command  of  Maj,  George 
F.  Hopper,  to  Gen.  French's  (division)  headquarters, 
where  they  were  immediately  organized  into  four  com- 
panies*. Tiie  company  othcers  named  in  Order  Xo.  100 
assumed  their  respective  duties,  and  Sergts.  Edward  D. 
Van  Winkh^,  Frank  M.  Clark,  Michael  Keegan  and 
George  W.  Halstead  were  nominated  by  Maj.  Hopper 
as  second-lieutenants,  and  assigned  to  the  different  com- 
panies. Surg.  Brower  Gesner,  of  the  old  regiment,  had 
by  order  been  assigned  as  surgeon  of  the  battalion,  and 
Edwin  H.  Sprague  and  Hugh  V.  Keane  were  respectively 
appointed  quartermaster-  and  commissary-sergeants.  An 
order  had  been  issued  detailing  the  command  to  act  as 
division  provost  guard,  and  camp  was  formed  near  Gen. 
French's  headquarters,  Capt.  George  M.  Dewey  being 
appointed  provost  marshal. 

The  excitement  consequent  u}K>n  the  departure  of  the 
two  years  men  for  home,  and  the  formation  of  the  new 
command,  had  caused  those  concerned  to  almost  forget 
that  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  was  again  in  marching 
order  and  on  the  verge  of  another  agsxressive  campaign. 
Orders  had  already  been  issued  to  the  various  brigades 
of  French's  division  to  break  camp  at  daylight  of  the 
iSth,  and,  after  a  niglit's  rest  in  their  new  location,  our 
newly-organi/.ed  battalion  struck  tents  an<l  awaited  thi' 
passing  of  the  last  brigade  of  the  division,  in  the  rear  of 
which  tlie  i)rovost  guard  was  to  take  its  ])ositii'n. 

Gen.  Hooker  had  determined  to  advance  and  otTei- 
battle  to  Gen.  Lee,  by  banking  him  on  the  left  of  hi>^ 
intrciichnient^.  To  do  thi-  h<>  intcndcil  to  attin^k  with  a 
considerable  f-Tcr  on  i  lu' mciny^  direct  front  ;it  Fred- 
ericksbur<',  also  sendiiiif  a  hea^v  cavahv  force  to  their 
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rear,  while  be  moved  his  main  body  to  and  across  the 
fords  of  the  Rappahannoc-k. 

The  route  taken  by  Fi-ench's  division  was  towards 
United  States  Ford.  The  roads  were  heavy,  and,  with 
the  necessary  work  of  "corduroying"  for  the  passage  of 
the  artillery  and  wagons,  it  was  the  afternoon  of  the 
30th  before  the  division  crossed  the  river,  passing  the 
hastily  abandoned  earthworks  of  tlie  enemy,  and  bivou- 
acking about  five  miles  from  the  ford,  near  Chancellors- 
ville.  This  place  apparently  consisted  of  one  large  brick 
mansion — the  Chancellor  House. 

Previous  to  crossing  the  ford,  a  coiqjoral  and  two  men 
from  Company  B,  of  the  battalion,  were  sent  back  to  Fal- 
mouth, as  a  guard  for  several  paymasters — the  latter  be- 
ing under  considerable  excitement  and  anxious  to  leave 
the  vicinity  of  anticipated  trouble.  One  of  the  guard, 
scouting  ahead  on  the  .now  deserted  road,  came  hurry- 
ing back  to  the  little  caravan  with  the  news  that  guer- 
rillas were  approaching.  The  joke  caused  terrible  excite- 
ment in  the  paymasters'  ambulances,  the  more  courageous 
among  them  cocking  revolvers  and  mounting  guard  over 
their  chests  of  greenbacks,  while  awaiting  the  approach 
of  the  mythical  Rebels.  They  took  the  tirst  train  for  the 
rear  on  arrival  at  Falmouth. 

The  Third  Division  lay,  during  the  1st  and  2d  of  May, 
unassailed  and  engaged  in  picketing  its  front.  During 
the  progress  of  the  sudden  and  unexpected  attack  upon 
the  Eleventh  Corps,  and  the  succeeding  desperate  struggle 
of  the  Third  Corps  and  PUasanton's  artillery  with  the 
enemy  u!ider  Jack-^uii,  on  the  nftcmoon  of  the  2d.  the 
Tenth  IJatlaliou  was  ;it  tir-t  .!(HiM.'-(inicked  to  the  oj)en 
space  at  the  CluuKTlIor  llwu■^^ — .Irployin-j:  as  ])rovost 
Uuard  under  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery — and  shortly  after- 
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wards  was  formed  on  another  portion  of  the  fieki,  to  stop 
the  numberless  strai^glers  of  the  now  routed  Eleventh 
Corps.     Upon  this  ground  it  remained  during  the  night. 

French's  division  was  brought  up  early  the  next  morn- 
ing (Sunday)  to  assist  the  Third  Corps,  which  had  been 
engaged  since  half-past  live  oYTock  with  an  overwhelm- 
ing force  of  the  enemy.*  The  impetuous  chaige  which 
the  division  made  on  the  enemy's  left  was  highly  success- 
ful, reducing  the  pressure  on  the  Third  Corps,  and  afford- 
ing them  considerable  relief  for  a  time  ;  but,  after  a  long 
and  magnificent  stand  and  struggle  with  the  enemy,  com- 
pelling them  several  times  to  retire.  Gen.  Sickles  was  at 
length  himself  com] )e] led  to  recoil,  for  want  of  ammuni- 
tion and  sufficient  reinforcements  ;  not,  however,  before 
he  had  captured  several  Hags  and  nearly  two  thousand 
prisoners,  and  inHicted  a  heavy  loss  in  killed  and  wounded 
upon  the  enemy.  The  morning's  engagement  had  lasted 
from  sunrise  until  ten  o'clock,  and  the  scenes  in  the 
gloomy  and  tangled  woods  during  these  hours  of  battle, 
with  the  exploits  oi  our  gallant  troops,  would  fill  a  vol- 
ume. In  front  of  the  Third  Corps  it  was  at  times  a  de- 
liberate hand-to-hand  encounter,  continued  towards  the 
last  with  our  bayonets  alone,  and  the  havoc  made  in  the 
Rebel  ranks  was  notable,  they  seeming  to  ])e  utterly  re- 
gardless of  their  lives  and  literally  charging  to  the 
muzzles  of  our  guns. 

While  these  l^loody  operations  had  been  transpirin>; 

*  Cone-pondent  of  New  Vork  Times:  "  ^',<:\\.  French's  division  w:is ';ent  in  on 
tiie  righc  flank  of  our  lines  at  alv  iit  s^ven,  a.  m.,  and  in  a  short  time  a  horde  if  rn^;- 
;4cd,  streamini,'  Rii,';ls,  ruimin- ..'...Nvn  the  n-...l,  indiiated  that  that  ;iOiti('n  of  the 
enemy's  line  had  been  crushed.  At  ei|;ht,  A.  M..  Con.  I'rench  sent  his  compliments 
to  ( ;cn.  Kooker.  with  the  information  that  he  liad  charged  the  enemy  and  wasdri\  - 
in^'  him  hcforc  hini." 
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on  the  right  of  Gen,  Hooker's  line,  Gen.  Sedgwick,  with 
his  OAvn  corps,  supported  by  Gibbons'  division  of  the 
Second,  had  crossed  the  river  at  Fredericksburg,  with 
the  intention  of  advancing  towards  Chancellorsville, 
where  Hooker  was  engaged,  and  falling  upon  Lee's  right 
and  rear.  Although  Sedgwick  had  lost  valuable  time  in 
starting,  he  still  found  a  strong  force  on  the  remembered 
Marye's  Hill,  and  was  compelled  to  storm  the  position. 
This  was  successfully  accomplished  on  the  morning  of 
the  eventful  3d.  Gen.  Sedgwick  then  immediately 
pushed  on  towards  Chancellorsville  ;  but  it  was  too  late. 
Gen.  Lee  was  enabled  to  draw  a  strong  force  from 
Hookers  immediate  front  and  oppose  a  resistance  which 
ke])t  the  Sixth  Corps  fighting  until  dark. 

Monday  morning  (4th)  Gen.  Sedgwick's  position  was 
extremely  critical.  Gen.  Hooker  requested  that  he  should 
hold  his  ground,  but  made  no  movement  that  day  to  as- 
sist him,  while  the  Rebels  had  reoccupied  ]\Larye's  Heights 
and  were  gradually  pushing  the  isolated  corps  back  upon 
the  river.  During  the  night  Sedgwick  received  orders  to 
recross  the  river,  which  movement  was  executed  at 
Banks'  Ford  under  cover  of  darkness. 

Gen.  Hooker  had  been  temporarily  disabled  at  the 
Chancellor  House,  during  the  battle  of  the  ^nl,  by  the 
concussion  of  a  cannon  ball  striking  near  him.  L'nder 
Gen.  Couch's  orders,  our  right  was  withdrawn  after  that 
day's  combat  about  a  mile  towards  the  Rappahannock, 
leaving  the  vicinity  of  Chancellorsville  to  the  enemy. 
Our  troojis  immediately  entrenched  themselves  in  the 
new  }>ositi()n. 

MeanwhiK'  our  own  l>att:iHoii  wa<  ordiTi-d  to  United 
States  Ford,  t.,>  as>ist  in  gathering  the  army's  stragglers 
and  to  fruuid  the  bridEfc.    The  command  returned  to  the 
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front  again  on  the  4th,  remaining  until  the  Oth,  when  the 
army  withdrew  across  the  river  and  reoccupied  the  camps 
which  had  been  left  a  week  before.  The  Tenth  sus- 
tained but  two  or  three  casualties  during  the  short  cam- 
paign. Officers  and  men  were  considerably  worn,  how- 
ever, with  the  constant  marching  to  and  fro  and  the 
work  which  they  had  undergone. 

The  loss  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  in  this  battle, 
or  series  of  battles,  was  12,197  killed  and  wounded,  and 
about  5,000  missing.  The  Confederate  loss  was  reported 
to  be  10,277  killed  and  wounded,  and  about  3,000  missing. 
Gen.  Hooker  declared  that  he  felt  that  he  had  fought  no 
battle,  because  he  could  not  get  his  men  into  position, 
and  that  his  enterprise  had  failed  ''from  causes  of  a  char- 
acter not  to  be  foreseen  or  prevented  by  human  sagacity 
or  resources." 

Short  leaves  of  absence  had  been  promised  to  such 
officers  of  the  National  Zouaves  as  were  willing  to  re- 
main with  the  battalion  in  the  field,  each  one  of  whom 
could  have  properly  claimed  his  discharge  with  the 
regiment,  and  now  that  affairs  had  again  become  quiet, 
several  availed  themselves  of  the  privilege,  together 
with  a  number  of  enlisted  men.  Those  who  have  never 
experienced  army  life  can  hardly  estimate  the  pleasure 
derived  from  a  furlough,  particularly  where  the  absence 
from  home  had  lasted  for  one  or  two  years.  The 
change  was  but  a  single  step  from  the  restrictions,  pri- 
vations and  dangers  of  a  soldier's  existence  to  tlio 
pleasures  of  home  and  freedom,  and  the  return  to  camp 
life  afterwards  gnifrally  brought  witli  it  ;ui  iitiprove- 
nient  in  botli  tin-  spiilt  and  ajijiearance  of  Tlu'  men. 

The  duties  of  our  battalion  while  in  camp,  during 
the  cessation   of  artive  campaigning,  were    in    general 
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the  supplying  of  details  for  division  headquarters  guard; 
the  custody  of  prisoners,  mainly  soldiers  of  the  division 
convicted  of  various  misdemeanors  or  crimes,  and  fur- 
nishing safeguards  at  such  houses  as  were  specified  by 
the  commander  of  the  division.  Each  of  these  duties 
re(}uired  discipline,  intelligence  and  perception  on  the 
part  of  the  soldier,  and  the  otticers  and  men  of  the 
Zouaves  entered  with  zeal  into  their  partly  new  avo- 
cation. 

Sergt.  John  McBride,  of  Company  A,  came  near 
losing  his  life  in  this  camp  in  consequence  of  a  ridicu- 
lous mistake  made  by  Gobright,  the  acting  hospital 
steward,  who,  in  filling  the  surgeon's  prescription  for 
an  attack  of  biliousness,  gave  Mac  a  wholesale  dose 
of  poison  from  a  handy  bottle.  Dr.  Gesner  used  the 
necessary  remedies  and  appliances  with  vigor  to  coun- 
teract the  effects  of  the  dangerous  drug,  of  which  he  said 
enough  had  been  taken  to  kill  several  "horses.  ;>[eBride 
was  totally  blind  for  a  few  hours,  aiid  nearly  dead,  but 
recovered  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  days  ;  while 
the  unlucky  Gobright  was  nearly  frightened  to  death 
by  the  threats  of  the  sergeant's  comrades  to  bury  him 
alive  in  a  certain  designated  hole  if  his  victim  should 
not  recover. 

Gen.  Lee,  aware  that  the  Army  of  the  Potniuac  had 
sustained  heavy  losses  in  the  battles  of  the  reient  cam- 
paign, and  by  the  mustering  out  of  thousands  of  men 
whose  term  of  enlistment  had  expired,  and  having  him- 
self received  considerable  reinforcements,  had  planned 
a  campaign  wliii-h,  as  Ik-  liimsiil"  rxprt'-sed  ir,  "em- 
braced the  relief  of  the  Slii'Uaudoah  Valley,  and,  if 
practicable,  the  tran.sfer  of  the  scene  of  liostilities  north 
of  the  Fotoniric."'     Therefore,  a  movement  of  his  army 
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began,  on  tlio  3d  of  June,  from  Froderickshurg  to  Cul- 
pe}>per  Court  House,  and  was  continued  on  the  -Atli  and 
Mh,  leaving  A.  P.  Hill's  corps  alone  to  oppose  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac  on  the  Rappahannock.  Reconnoissances 
were  soon  made  across  the  river  with  both  infantry  and 
cavalry,  by  Gen.  Plooker,  who  had  obtained  knowledge  of 
the  enemy's  movements,  and  shortly  afterwards  a  gene- 
ral northward  movement  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
was  ordered.  The  Second  Corps  left  its  camp  June 
14th,  about  nine,  v.  >r.,  and  marched  all  night,  passing 
through  Stafford  Court  House  about  tAvelve,  m.,  of  the 
l.")th,  and  continuing  its  march  to  Acquia  Creek,  a 
distance  altogether  of  about  fifteen  miles,  but  accom- 
plished partly  under  the  burning  rays  of  an  actually 
torrid  sun. 

To  the  uninitiated,  a  day's  or  night's  march  of  an 
army  might  seem  easy  to  define  —  nothing  more  than 
the  change  of  its  location  some  ten  or  perhaps  twenty 
miles,  entailing  a  ])romenade,  interesting  or  the  reverse, 
according  to  tlie  nature  of  the  country.  But  this  would 
boa  faint  idea  of  the  reality,  especially  when  often,  after 
tram})ing  for  lu)urs  under  a  hot  sun,  darkness  brought 
no  halt,  and  the  marching  extended  far  into,  and  perliaps 
through  the  night. 

Orders  have  been  received  to  prepare  to  move,  ami 
daylight  is  faintly  glimmering  when  the  first  stir  is 
made  among  the  sht'lter  tents  in  answer  to  the  bugle 
notes  of  reveille.  IJreakfast  is  hurriedly  ci^oki'd  and 
eaten,  if  the  boiling  of  a  (piart  cup  of  cotfce  and  the 
friz/ling  of  a  ])icce  of  }.ai't)n  over  a  sinokiu'jr  I.-lt  may  be 
termed  a  culinary  ))i«u'c>-;.  Tlic  laggards  and  epicures 
are  still  iMijoying  the  last  nioutlifuls  wiien  the  Imgles 
again  sound  the  "general"' — which  means,  "strike  tents. 
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pack  up  and  forai  regimental  line."  A  large  army  has 
in  it  all  the  elements  of  a  well-regulated  community,  and 
it  is  as  easy  for  fifty  thousand  soldiers  to  bestir  them- 
selves.as  a  dozen.  So  in  a  moment  acres  of  tents  melt 
away  like  a  spring  snow,  and  the  white  camp  has  given 
place  to  thousands  of  armed  black  figures  standing  amid 
smouldering  camp  fires  and  skeleton  tent  poles.  Now 
time  drags,  unless  your  regiment  is  near  the  van  of  the 
column,  for  it  takes  an  hour,  perhaps  more,  for  the  dif- 
ferent regiments,  brigades,  divisions  and  corps  to  de- 
bouch from  their  places  of  bivouac  and  take  the  road  in 
their  right  order.  At  length  the  column  is  fairly  under 
way,  the  men  fresh  and  lithesome  in  the  morning  air, 
when  "halt"  sounds  the  bugle.  Some  other  corps,  or 
perhaps  an  ammunition  train  comes  in  from  another  road, 
and  you  lie  here  for  an  hour.  Then  the  bugle  again 
sounds  "forward,"  and  the  line  is  off  airain.  Two  or 
three  miles  are  made  at  a  brisk  pace,  when  the  gail  be- 
comes slower  and  the  column  at  length  seems  to  move 
by  inches. 

'  Old  soldiers  know  what  this  foretells.  A  stream  is 
being  crossed,  and  the  fording  place  allows  for  the  pass- 
age of  but  one  or  two  men  at  a  time.  Over  they  go,  how- 
ever, waist  deep  in  water,  and,  as  soon  as  the  opposite 
bank  is  reached,  the  closing  up  process  begins,  and 
"double  .piick"  is  the  word.  The  longer  the  column  is, 
of  course,  the  march  of  those  not  yet  over  becomes  by 
degrees  slower,  and  a  long  running  march  in  wet  cloth- 
ing will  be  the  lot  of  those  who  bring  up  the  rear  after 
cros'^incr  the  stream. 


It    w.-uld    hav.-    Ihtm    ju>t    as    \vrll.    jKThnps, 
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soldiers  had  beiii   alic-wcd  to  straggle   n\>  leisurely  and 
save  their  wind,   for  no  sooner  does  the   last  straggler 
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come  puffing  up  to  join  his  command,  than  "halt"  is 
blown  again,  and  down  all  sink  on  the  ground  for  a  rest. 
Something  seems  to  be  in  the  way,  for  after  a  few  min- 
utes comes  an  order  to  turn  out  of  the  road,  and  the  line 
pushes  through  the  bushes  and  brakes  on  each  side,  and 
past  the  long  ammunition  train,  discovering  at  length 
that  one  of  its  wagons  has  been  stalled — i.  e.,  stuck  in 
the  mud.    The  drivers  of  the  mules  are  pulling,  hauling, 
striking  and  swearing,  and  the  mules  are  kicking  and 
plunging  as  only  mules  (?an  do  and  survive.     The  line  is 
at  length  past  the  impediment,  and  again  takes  the  road. 
Perhaps  it  is  noon  by  this  time,  and,  if  there  is  no 
hurry,  a  halt  may  be  made  to  boil  the  much-loved  coffee ; 
but  if,  on  the  contrary,  it  be  necessary  to  make  up  for 
lost  time,  the  column  presses  on,  each  man  nibbling  his 
hard  tack  as  he  goes,  or  biting  into  his  piece  of  bacon  if 
he  is  the  lucky  possessor  of  such  a  morsel.     There  is  no 
time  for  rest  now,  and  the  tired  men  sweep  along  with 
the  steady  swing  indicative  of  the  veteran.  On  the  morn- 
ing's start  the  regiment  was   noisy  with   conversation, 
and  loud  jokes  were  passed  from  one  to  another.     Later 
m    the  day  words  grew  fewer  and   laughter  and  song 
more  scarce  ;  and  now,  late  in  the  afternoon,  the  soldiers 
have  no  stomach  or  spare  wind  for  words,  and  scarcely 
anything  is  heard  but  the  groan  of  some  sufferer  from 
blistered  feet,  or  the  steady  clink  of  the  bayonet  swing- 
ing at  the  left  side  against  its  neighbor  the  canteen.    An 
occasional  straggler  drops  from  the  cohunn  in  a  surre})ti- 
tious  manner  ;  he  may  be  really  sick,  and  will  wait  for 
an  ambulancr,  or  he  inav  be  what  army  vernacular  terms 
a  "cooler."  or  a   '-hMilfr/"   and.   it"   furruunte  enough   to 
t'lude  the  lynx-oyiil   provo.^t  guard,  -will  slink  otl  into  a 
contiguous  piece  of  woods,  cook  his  ].ot  of  cotfee  an<l 
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drink  it,  take  a  quiet  smoke,  and  come  straggling  into 
camp  long  after  the  regiment  has  reached  it. 

For  hours  the  troops  have  been  travelling  along  a 
road  which  at  all  points  was  "just  ten  miles"  from  the 
haven  aimed  at.  Such  at  least  has  been  the  stereotyped 
answer  received  from  gi'inning  contrabands  and  pipe- 
sraoking  dames  along  the  way.  Up  hills,  down  into  val- 
leys, and  across  brooks  the  column  moves,  with  the  grim 
and  silent  woods  ever  upon  each  side,  and,  although  tlie 
sun  sinks,  still  no  indications  of  a  halt  have  appeared. 
Soon,  however,  straggling  orderlies,  and,  perha}>s,  an 
aide-de-camp,  pass  the  column  towards  the  rear,  and 
eager  questions  are  again  asked  as  to  the  distance  yet  to 
be  traversed.  Perhaps  camp  is  only  a  mile  away,  but  a 
long  mile  it  appears  to  be  ere  the  first  indications,  in  the 
shape  of  some  head<|uarter  tent,  or  the  encampment  of  a 
battery,  are  seen.  Gradually  the  column  leaves  the  road  ; 
brigade  after  brigade,  turning  to  the  right  or  left,  are 
marched  straight  ahead,  some  into  ploughed  fields  and 
others  into  thick  woods,  where  they  halt,  stack  arms, 
break  ranks  and  proceed  to  cook  supper.  "Water  and 
wood  may  be  directly  at  hand,  or  both  may  be  half  a 
mile  away.  It  is  certain  that  every  regiment  cannot  be 
in  the  same  proximity  to  these  necessary  concomitants 
of  a  soldier's  existence  ;  but  eveji  the  growlers  are  at 
length  satistled,  or  ap])ear  to  ho,  and  in  an  hour  the  groat 
bivouac  of  thousands  is  sih-nt. 

And  this  experience  may  hap[>on  day  after  day  upon 
a  continuous  march,  sometinies  not  so  arduous  and  at 
other  tiTTU's  intiniti'Iy  movi^  ■-<■•,  ('S[HM'ially  when  r:iin  M-t'* 
in  U)  di-eurh  t'vcrybody,  convert  tlie  rwads  into  laavy, 
sticky  clay,  and  thoroughly  s]).ui  evei-yone's  good  nature. 

The  march  of  the  xVrniv  of  the   I^otomai-  continued 
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during  the  IGth  and  ITtli  of  June,  the  troops  fording 
Acquia  Creek  and  the  Occoquan  River — the  Second 
Corps  arriving  at  Annandale,  near  Fairfax  Court  House, 
on  the  17th.  On  the  19th  the  troops  marched  to  Centre- 
ville,  encamping  in  a  drenching  storm.  From  thence 
the  Tliird  Division  marched,  on  the  20th,  to  Gaines- 
ville, the  battlefield  of  August  30th,  18G2.  The  column 
passed  within  a  few  yards  of  the  position  held  by  AVar- 
ren's  brigade  on  that  memorable  day,  and  the  soldiers 
of  the  Tenth  took  a  melancholy  interest  in  viewing 
the  ground.  Many  of  the  bodies  of  their  comrades 
who  fell  had  been  so  hastily  and  carelessly  buried  that 
the  skeletons  were  now  exposed  to  view,  and,  in  some 
instances,  the  bones  were  covered  witli  rotting  poi'tions 
of  their  blue  uniforms.  They  were  sorro^\-ful  feelings 
of  respect  which  impelled  a  few  men  of  the  battalion  to 
again  heap  earth  on  the  exposed  remains. 

The  Third  Division  remained  near  this  j.oint  during 
the  next  four  clays,  observing  the  road  from  Thorough- 
fare Gap,  in  the  Bull  Run  range.  Gen.  French  here 
relinquished  the  command  of  the  division,  under  orders 
to  report  to  Army  Headquarters,  being  tlien  ordered  to 
take  command  at  Harper's  Ferry.  Col.  S.  S.  Carroll 
assumed  command  of  the  division.* 

On  tlie  2.")th,  marched  to  Gum  Spring,  where  the  First 

•  Cleii.  I'rcnch  had  noch  twenty-tivc  year-;  ot"  servii  e  in  the  :irmy  prcvi.nis  tn 
the  commencement  of  the  war.  ami,  uyoti  the  breakinir  mit  of  hostilities,  was  active 
in  savin,:;  the  garrison  and  i:uns  of  Fort  I>iincan,  Texas,  frcm  a  threatened  seizure 
by  the  insurgents,  arriving  safely  at  Furt  I'rown,  Texas,  and  emharkin<^  thence  for 
the  Florida  forts.  He  w.«s  appointed  l)ri>:adier-'.;eneral  in  October,  i86i.  and 
a.ssiimed  command  of  a  brigade  undei'  McClclUn.  sharinc  the  battles  of  the  Army 
of  tile  l'utcni.ic  aftcrwanis.  Siil>sf.|nont  to  t.ikini,'  cutnmaiid  at  H.irper"s  Ferry,  .is 
aU>ve  note.l,  and  the  evacuation  .<f  tb.it  point,  he  commanded  a  division  which  was. 
after  the  battle  of  C.ettysburi;,  attached  to  the  Third  C'orp — he  then  assuming 
command  (.f  the  corps. 
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and  Second  Divisions  were  met,  the  corps  bivouacking 
at  length,  about  nine,  p.  ^i.,  after  a  marcli  (for  our  own 
division)  of  about  eighteen  miles.  The  enemy's  cavalry 
followed  closely  from  Gainesville,  and  the  men  of  our 
battalion  were  tempted  several  times  to  use  their  pieces 
upon  the  daring  Rebel  scouts.  EdwariVs  Ferry  was 
reached  the  next  night,  after  a  fourteen  mile  tramp,  and 
the  Potomac  crossed,  by  means  of  a  pontoon  bridge, 
about  nine,  p.  m.  During  the  following  two  days  the 
march  was  continued  through  Maryland  to  Monocacy 
Bridge,  near  Frederick  City,  the  order  being  here  pro- 
mulgated by  Gen.  Hooker,  relinquishing  the  command  of 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  to  Gen.  George  G.  ]\[eade. 

The  army  had  become  well  used  to  surprises  of  every 
sort,  but  this  change  was  especially  unlooked  for.  The 
controversy  between  Gens.  Halleck  and  Hooker,  regard- 
ing the  disposition  of  certain  troops  stationed  along  the 
Potomac,  had  culminated  in  the  request  by  the  latter  to 
be  relieved  from  his  command  unless  he  could  T^ntrol 
that  additional  force — which  request  was  acceded  to. 
Gen.  Meade  was  as  much  astounded  at  his  own  })n)mo- 
tion  as  were  the  rank  and  tile  of  the  army,  wlio  esteemed 
Hooker  and  knew  very  little  of  his  successor,  although 
he  (^leade)  had  held  subordinate  commands  for  a  long 
period,  and  proved  himself  a  brave  and  trustworthy 
officer. 

June  20th.  Brig.-Gen.  Alexander  Hayes,  having  joined 
the  Third  Division  with  his  brigade,  relieved  Col.  Car- 
roll from  command  of  the  division.  The  new  brigade, 
fresh  from  the  defences  of  Wa<hiii'jrt.>ii,  was  plentifully 
supplied  with  clothing  of  all  >orts,  not  forgetting  paper 
collars  and  other  kiiicknacks  ;  but,  during  its  tirst  experi- 
ence of  hard  marcliiiiir,  the  men  left  most  of  their  extra 
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clotliing  along  the  road — some  of  tlie  veterans  coming 
after  arraying  themselves  gorgeously  in  collars  and 
smoking  caps.  The  Tenth  picked  up  their  share  of  the 
spoils^  and,  in  truth,  earned  what  they  gathered — the 
newly  arrived  troops  straggling  and  scattering  over  the 
country  at  an  alarming  rate,  causing  our  zouave  pro- 
vost guard  an  extra  amount  of  running  and  a  lavish 
waste  of  choice  epithets  in  the  work  of  gathering  them 
into  the  column.  This  same  brigade,  however,  com- 
posed of  Xew  York  regiments,  proved  itself  at  Gettys- 
burg the  peer  of  any  in  the  army,  and,  in  the  combats 
of  that  bloody  field,  the  o9th,  Tilth,  125th  and  12Gth 
Xew  York  Volunteers  conducted  themselves  with  honor. 
The  Second  Corps  left  Monocacy  Bridge  this  morn- 
ing (29th)  on  a  forced  march  towaixls  AVestminster, 
encamping  near  Uniontown  about  midnight,  having 
marched  nearly  thirty-three  miles.  During  this  remark- 
able tramp  the  corps  passed  through  Lilierty,  Johnsville 
and  Union  Bridge  ;  in  each  place  receiving  a  cordial 
welcome  from  the  inhabitants,  who  in  some  instances 
seemed  to  have  turned  out  e)i  ')nassc,  although  late  at 
night,  offering  refreshments  to  the  tired  and  worn  out 
troops  who  were  hurrying  to  their  assistance.  During  the 
last  f  CAv  hours  of  the  march  each  side  of  the  road  was  lined 
with  stragglers  Avhom  it  was  impossible  to  force  along 
further,  their  powers  of  locomotion  having  completely 
given  out.  At  tinu^s  both  men  and  horses  seemed  to  plod 
along  mechanically,  asleep  to  everything  but  the  fact 
that  it  was  their  business  to  walk  and  cover  ground. 
The  writer  can  vouch  tl)at  his  horse  seemed  to  sleep  <>r 
»lo7.c  while  jogging  alonLT,  and  tli.it  lie  liim-elt'  was  sev»'- 
ral  times  almost  lo>l  in  sliuiilier.  tu  lie  suddenly  >tartlcd 
hy  A  halt  or  some  uhstruction   in   the    rt)ail.       The  aj)- 
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pointed  place  was  reached  in  time,  aiul  the  fears  of  a 
Rebel  cavalry  raid  upon  the  wagon  train  parked  near 
Westminster  were  dispelled. 

The  next  day,  oOth,  the  battalion  was  mustered  for 
pay,  and,  on  July  1st,  camp  was  broken  and  the  column 
headed  into  Pennsylvania.  Heavy  cannonading  was 
heard  at  the  front  all  the  afternoon,  and  our  troops  soon 
learned  of  the  severe  battle  which  had  been  fought 
around  Gettysburg  during  the  day,  and  the  failure  of 
the  First  and  Eleventh  Corps  to  hold  the  positions  Avhich 
they  had  taken  beyond  the  town  in  the  morning.  The 
two  Rebel  divisions  of  Gen.  Hill  had  been  reinforced  by 
Eweirs  coi-ps,  and  the  combined  force  had  in  the  after- 
noon driven  the  Union  troops  through  the  town  and 
compelled  them  to  take  a  position  on  Cemetery  Hill, 
when  the  timely  arrival  of  Gen.  Hancock,  at  about  half- 
past  three,  r.  m.,  and  new  disi)osition  of  the  available 
troop.s,  deterred  the  enemy  from  a  further  advance. 
Hancock  had  been  ordered  by  Gen.  :Meade  to  turn  ever 
the  command  of  his  own  corps  to  Gen.  Gibbon,  and 
then  to  proceed  to  the  front  an.l  assume  command  of  the 
troops  there  assembled.  The  Second  Corps  encamped 
about  three  miles  from  Gettysburg  late  at  night,  in  a 
position  to  secure  the  left  flank  from  any  turning  move- 
ment of  the  enemy. 

Since  leaving  Fahuouth,  June  14th,  our  battalion  had 
done  severe  work.  Its  position  on  the  march  was  in  the 
rear  of  the  division,  with  the  strictest  orders  to  bring  up 
stragglers  under  all  eiivumstanccs,  and  prevent  any  halt- 
ing Tu  houses  along  or  near  the  roads.  Tl.i<  duty  was 
b..th  dillicult  and  .li>.igree:iblr,  and  called  f-r  c-ountless 
tramps  across  tieMs  and  ihrou-li  woods  bor-lei-ing  th»- 
line  of  march,  surprising  many  little   iinpromj-tu   picnics 
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and  coffee-boilhior  pai'ties,  and  calling  forth  anathemas 
upon  the  heads  of  the  offending  and  officious  ''provosts.'^ 
Most  of  the  officers  of  the  Tenth  were  mounted,  and  this 
made  the  duty  easier  for  them  ;  but  both  officers  and  men 
generally  sank  on  the  ground  with  tired  bodies  when 
camp  was  reached  at  night. 

On  the  march  through  ]N[aryland  the  Union  troops 
had  generally  been  met  with  open  hands  and  genei'ous 
hearts  by  the  hospitable  and  loyal  farmers  of  that  State,. 
and  it  was  natural  to  expect  that  the  same  reception 
would  be  accorded  in  Pennsylvania  ;  but  it  was  with 
disappointment  that  our  troops  experienced  the  reverse 
as  regards  the  border  counties  of  the  Keystone  State. 
The  wearied,  soiled  and  ragged  veterans  of  the  Array  of 
the  Potomac  were  snubbed  unmercifully,  and  met  with 
numberless  rebuffs  at  the  thresholds  of  farm  houses, 
and  the  prices  of  bread  and  other  little  luxuries  were 
doubled  and  trebled.  In  some  places  wells  were  guarded,, 
to  prevent  water  being  drawn  from  them  by  the  passing 
soldiers — the  parsimonious  farmers  seeming  to  lose  sight 
of  the  fact  that,  by  submitting  to  slight  loss  or  tempora- 
ry inconvenience,  they  were  probably  gaining  lasting 
benefit.  Soon  after  going  into  bivouac,  on  the  night  of 
July  1st,  a  soldier  reported  to  (ien.  Hayes  that,  at  a  cer- 
tain house  near  by,  the  owner  was  standing  guard  ovei' 
his  well,  resolutely  refusing  water  to  every  ai)plicant.  In 
this  instance  the  Muff  <;eiieral,  without  a  moment's  hesi- 
tation, ordererl  a  llle  of  men  lioni  the  Tenth  to  arrest 
tlie  irate  farmer,  and  he  was  detained  under  guard  all 
night,  departing  to  his  lioine  next  nii»rniiig  a  sadder,  if 
not  a  more  patriotic  reiiiisylvanian. 

The  bivouac  of  the  Second  C(jrps  on  the  night  of  the 
1st  was  short,  for,  at  three  iti  the  morning,  the  Third 
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Division  was  aroused  and  marched  to  a  position  to  the 
left  of  the  Taneytown  Road  and  on  the  west  slope  of 
Cemetery  Hill,  whore  it  formed  line  of  battle,  connecting 
on  the  right  with  the  Eleventh  Corps  and  on  the  left 
with  Webb's  Second  Division — forming  the  left  centre 
of  the  general  position.  Each  division  had  one  of  its  bri- 
gades in  reserve  in  the  rear  of  the  line.  Gen.  Meade  had 
decided  to  establish  his  line  of  battle  here,  upon  the 
ridge  just  south  of  the  town  of  Gettysburg,  and  give 
battle  to  the  enemy,  who,  it  was  now  evident,  was  rapid- 
ly concentrating  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 

Skirmishing  commenced  in  the  front  of  the  Second 
Corps  at  half-past  eight,  a.  m.,  and  continued  until  half- 
past  one,  p.  M.;  after  this  all  was  quiet  until  four  o'clock, 
when  the  artillery  of  the  corps  opened  upon  the  enemy, 
who  had  thrown  a  force  upon  the  left  of  the  advanced 
position  held  by  Gen.  Sickles  with  his  Third  Corps. 
I'arts  of  the  Second,  Third  and  Fifth  Corps  were  soon 
after  engaged,  and  a  desperate  attempt  by  the  enemy  to 
cai»ture  the  strategical  i)Osition  at  Round  Top  was  de- 
feated. The  corps  of  Gen.  Sickles,  however,  was  broken 
and  forced  back  and  the  general  himself  disabled.  Our 
line  was  eventually  reformed  and  again  pushed  forward, 
leaving  the  afternoon's  battle  undecided  in  a  measure. 
Our  battalion  was  hurried  to  the  left  during  the  action, 
to  halt  the  straggh>rs  from  the  corps  engaged,  and  it  re- 
mained he'-e  until  aflcr  dark,  doing  service  under  a  fire 
of  artillery,  and  losing  one  man  wounded. 

The  new  Thinl  Brigade  of  Hayes'  division  liad  been 
sent  to  the  left  of  tlie  line,  to  Sickh-s'  support,  and  it  lot 
fifty  per  cent,  of  lis  nnml)ers  in  a  gallant  advance.  At 
dark  Col.  Carroll's  First  Brigade  was  sent  to  the  right, 
to  the  relief  of  Gen.  Howard  on  Cemeterv  Hill,  and  the 
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brave  Western  troops  made  a  resistless  charge  upon  a 
force  of  the  enemy  who  had  succeeded  in  reaching  Rick- 
ett's  Battery,  sweeping  the  Rebels  from  the  hill. 

At  daybreak,  on  the  memorable  3d  of  July,  the  bat- 
teries along  the  Union  lines  opened,  and  heavy  infantry 
firing  soon  after  commenced  upon  the  extreme  right,  as 
Gen.  Slocum,  holding  that  part  of  the  line,  pushed  for- 
ward his  corps  (the  Twelfth)  to  retake  the  ritie  pits 
which  the  Rebels  had  captured  the  previous  night.  The 
fighting  continued  until  ten  o'clock — then  there  was  a 
lull  of  anxious  expectancy,  broken  occasionally  by  bursts 
of  firing  here  and  there  as  different  dispositions  were 
made  on  the  lines.  A  barn  opposite  the  right  of  Hayes- 
division  was  filled  Avith  the  enemy's  sharpshooters,  who 
caused  great  annoyance  to  our  skirmishers,  and  (4en. 
Hayes  sent  out  a  party  under  Col.  Thomas  A.  Smyth,  of 
the  1st  Delaware  Volunteers,  commanding  the  Second 
Brigade,  which  cajjtured  all  who  were  in  the  barn  and 
then  fired  the  building. 

Soon  after  one  o'clock,  the  enemy's  batteries,  number- 
ing at  least  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  guns,  opened  a 
tremendous  and  scathing  fire  upon  the  centre  and  left  of 
the  Union  line.  The  ground  M'as  gashed  and  seamed 
with  round  shot  and  sliell,  piece  after  piece  of  our  bat- 
teries disabled,  and  hundreds  of  the  Second  and  Eleventh 
Corps  killed  and  wounded  by  the  hail  of  |>rojectiles. 
Shells  flew  through  the  air,  falling  and  bursting  in  all 
directions — men,  horses  and  stray  cattle  were  torn  and 
horribly  mangled;  caisson  after  caisson  cxplodrd,  and 
their  horses  A\  ere  killed  l)y  scores.  Wherever  opportu- 
nity offered,  the  troops  lay  prone  uiion  the  earth,  and 
sought  every  shelter  that  could  l)e  derived  from  trees, 
.**tone  walls  and  hollows  of  the  ground.     ^More  than  an 
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hour  of  this  horrible  din  and  havoc  continued — the  nu- 
merous batteries  of  the  enemy  being  answered  by  four 
score  guns  along  the  Union  front — and  then  the  heavy 
brigades  of  the  enemy  advanced  against  the  front  of  the 
Second  Corps.  The  line  held  by  Hayes'  <Iivision  was 
weak,  and  there  were  no  reserves  at  hand.  His  first  bri- 
gade (Col.  Carroll's)  had  not  yet  returned  from  the  right. 
Swinton,  in  his  "■Araiy  of  the  Potomac,"  describes  in 
a  graphic  manner  the  preparations  for  the  attack  and 
the  final  charge  of  the  Rebel  divisions  upon  the  front  of 
the  Second  Corps  : 

"As  Pickett's  division,  of  Longstreef  s  corps,  li:ul  reached  th<; 
ground  diirinir  the  morning,  and  as  Loniistrcet  wished  to  use  the 
divisions  of  Ilood  and  McLaws  in  covering  his  right,  it  was  ap- 
pointed to  lead  the  van.  Pickett  formed  his  division  in  double 
line  of  battle,  with  Kemper's  and  Garnetfs  brigades  in  front  and 
Armistead's  brigaile  supporting  ;  while  on  tlu;  right  oi  Pickett 
was  on6  l)rigade  of  Hill's  corps,  niuler  Gen.  Wil<ox,  formed  in 
column  by  battalions  ;  and,  on  his  left,  Heth's  division  (also  of 
Hill's  corps),  under  Gen.  Pettigrew.  The  attacking  fv)rcc  numbered 
about  fifteen  thousand  men,  and  it  advanced  over  the  intervening 
space  of  ni-ar  a  mile  in  such  comp:ict  and  imposing  order  that, 
whether  friend  or  foe,  none  who  saw  it  n.uld  retrain  from  admir- 
ation of  its  magniticent  array.  The  ho>iile  line,  as  it  advanced, 
covered  a  front  of  not  more  than  two  of  the  rechiced  and  incom- 
plete divisions  of  the  Second  Corps— nnmberim:,  it  may  be,  some 
six  thousand  men.  While  crossing  the  plain,  if  rccciveil  a  severe 
fire  of  artillery,  which,  however,  did  not  delay  for  a  moment  its 
determined  advance,  so  that,  the  column,  i^ressing  on,  came  within 
nui-ketry  range— the  troops  evincing  a  striking  disposition  to  with- 
hold their  tire  until  it  could  be  delivered  with  ileadly  elTe<^-t.  The 
tirst  oppo.-ition  it  received  was  from  two  regiments  of  Stannard's 
Vermont  bri-a<l.',  .'f  tli"  First  Corps  which  liad  l)r,-n  po-ied  in  a 
vniall  grove  to  the  left  uf  tlie  Second  ('<irps  in  front  of  and  at  acon- 
.--idcrable  angle  with  llie  main  line.  These  rei^MUients  opemd  upon 
th»!  ri-rht   tiaiik  of    the  en(Mnv's  tidvancin;:  line<,  wliich  reci'iv.^l 
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also  an  oblique  fire  from  eight  batteries  under  Maj.  McGihTay. 
This  caused  the  Confederate  troops  on  that  flank  to  double  a  little 
towards  their  left,  but  it  did  not  stay  their  onward  progress. 
When,  at  length,  the  hostile  lines  had  approached  to  between  two 
and  three  hundred  yards,  the  divisions  of  Hayes  and  Gibbon,  of 
the  Second  Corps,  opened  a  destructive  fire,  and  repeated  it  in 
rapid  succession. 

"This  sally  had  the  eflfect  to  instantly  reveal  the  unequal  metal 
of  the  assaulting  mass,  and  proved  what  of  it  was  iron  and  what 
clay.  It  happened  that  the  division  on  the  left  of  Pickett,  under 
command  of  Gen.  Pettigrew.  was  in  considerable  part  made  up  of 
North  Carolina  troops,  comparatively  green.  To  animate  them, 
they  had  been  told  that  they  would  meet  only  Pennsylvania 
militia.  But  when,  approaching  the  slope,  they  received  the  feu 
d'enfer  from  Hayes'  line,  there  ran  through  their  ranks  a  cry,  the 
effect  of  which  was  like  to  that  which  thrilled  a  Greek  array 
when  it  was  said  that  the  god  Pan  was  among  them— 'The 
Army  of  the  Potomac  ! '  Thus  suddenly  disillusionized  regarding 
their' opponents,  Pettigrew's  troops  broke  in  disorder,  leaving  two 
thousand  prisoners  and  tifteen  colors  in  the  hands  of  Hayes' 
diviision. 

"Now,  as  Wilcox's  brigade  had  not  advanced,  Pickett's  division 
remained  alone,  a  solid  lance-iiead  of  Virginia  troops  tempered  in 
the  fire  of  battle.  Solitaiy  this  division,  bulfeting  the  fierce  volleys 
that  met  it,  rushed  up  the  crest  of  Cemetery  Kidge.  and,  such  was 
the  momentum  of  its  assault,  that  it  fairly  thrust  itself  within 
Hancock's  line. 

"It  will  bo  remembered  that  the  1)rigadc  of  Stannard  lield  an 
advanced  point  cm  Hancock's  left.*  As  the  a>siulting  cohunn 
passed  his  riirht,  to  strike  Webl).  ho  moved  to  the  riglit,  changed 
front  forward  and  opened  a  very  savage  tire  on  tlu'  enemy's  tlank. 

•  L'po..  returnin?  to  the  Second  Corrs,  on  tht  night  of  the  -.hI.  .ifler  r^rticipat- 
iiig  in  the  battle  on'  Sickles  front,  Caldwell's  first  division  did  not  rc:,ume  close 
connection  with  Gihhons'  (now  Webh's)  division,  and  the  interval  was  filled  by 
Stannard's  hricade  of  the  First  Coqis.  It  thus  happened  that  Caldwell's  division 
to-.ik  no  very  active  put  \:\  repiilsinj;  Lon:4^trect's  rharije  on  the  -d.  Had  the  divi- 
sion properly  connected,  this  last  ^rand  charge  wonid  have  been  met  entirely  by 
the  Second  Crp-,  and  It,  measure  of  glory  would  have  been  great'-r,  if  possible. — 
r/a-^-Lifeofyt.-.r.cock." 

14 
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At  the  same  time  the  colors  of  the  different  regiments  [Of  Hayes' 
and  "Webb's  divisions — Author.]  were  advanced  in  defiance  of  the 
long  line  of  battle  tlags  presented  by  the  Confederates,  and  the 
men,  pressing  firmly  after  them,  engaged  in  a  brief  and  determined 
combat  and  utterly  overthrew  the  foe.  Whatsoever  valor  could  do 
to  wrest  victory  from  the  jaws  of  hell,  that,  it  must  be  conceded, 
the  troops  of  Pickett  had  done  ;  but  now,  seeing  themselves  in  a 
desperate  strait,  they  tliuig  themselves  on  the  ground  to  escape 
the  hot  fire,  and  threw  up  their  hands  in  token  of  surrender,  while 
the  remnant  sought  safety  in  tiight.  Twenty-five  hundred  prison- 
ers and  twelve  battle  Hags  were  taken  at  tliis  point,  which  brought 
the  aggregate  of  Hancock's  captures  up  to  four  thousand  five  huia- 
dred  prisoners  and  twenty-seven  standards."  * 

Dtiring  the  progress  of  the  terrible  cannonading,  the 
Tenth  Battalion  was  deployed  along  the  road  directly  in 
the  rear  of  the  division,  and  afterwards  on  the  right  of 
Gen.  Meade's  headquarters,  and  sustained  several  casu- 
alties from  the  bursting  shells.  T']w)n  the  advance  of 
the  enemy  the  command  was  ordere<l  <]uickly  to  tlie 
front  by  Gen.  Meade  in  person,  its  small  numbers  ap- 
pearing actually  necessary  to  assist  in  repelling  the  Reltel 
charge.  On  its  way  it  was  met  by  a  surge  of  Confede- 
rate prisoners,  who  had  thrown  down  their  arms,  entered 
our  lines,  and  were  Hying  to  the  rear  to  escape  the  mad 
hail  of  musketry  and  artillery  which  was  still  sweeping 
through  and  over  our  lines.  jMaj.  lfo])per  and  his  sub- 
ordinate officei-s  imtncdiately  took  cliar'jfe  of  the  excited 
men,  and  the  Tentli  that  evening  delivered  tliree  hundred 
and  sixtv  otiiccrs  and  fifteen  liundred  enlisted  men  at  the 


*  Pollard  ("  Lost  C.iii^e")  c.uidldly  says:  "  On  our  side,  Pickett'o  division  had 
been  cng.it;ed  in  the  liottc-st  w  -rW  of  the  tl.iy,  :\nd  tlic  havoc  in  its  ranks  was  appall- 
in:^.  Its  losses  on  this  day  arc  famous,  aiiil  shoiiKl  be  comnicinoratcd  in  detail. 
Every  brigadier  in  the  division  was  kilied  or  wounded.  The  colonels  of  five  V'irpinia 
regiments  were  ki!ljd.  The  qth  Viri:inia  went  in  two  hnniir':d  and  fi'ty  ^^tr.  nc. 
and  came  out  with  only  thirty-eight  men,  while  the  c^iu.iUy  gali.mt  lotii  rivalled 
the  terrible  glory  of  such  devoted  courage." 
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headquarters  of  the  Provost  Marshal  of  the  Army — 
being  a  poi-tion  of  the  number  which  had  surrendei'ed  in 
the  immediate  front  of  Hayes'  division.  A  large  number 
of  captured  Rebel  tlags  Avere  grouped  around  the  gallant 
general's  tent  that  night. 

During  the  heaviest  juirt  of  the  shelling,  two  stretcher- 
bearers,  carrying  a  badly  wounded  soldier,  were  coming 
to  the  rear,  when  a  shell  burst  immediately  in  their  vicin- 
ity, and  they  dropped  their  burden  and  headed  towards  a 
safe  spot.  George  Hackett  and  Ed.  Harrison,  of  Com- 
pany B,  ordered  them  to  halt,  and  compelled  them  to 
pick  up  the  stretcher  and  its  occupant  and  take  them  to 
the  rear.  Hackett  also  proved  himself  devoid  of  fear 
when  he  caught  a  runaway  horse  from  Arnold's  Battery, 
and  coolly  rode  it  back  to  the  guns,  in  the  very  midst  of 
the  storm  of  shot  and  shell. 

When  the  advance  columns  of  the  enemy  a)>peared, 
debouching  into  the  fields  opposite  the  Third  Division, 
Capt.  Dewey,  provost  marshal,  Avas  despatched  by  Gen. 
Hayes  to  Gen.  Meade,  with  the  message,  "  We  must  havt; 
reinforcements  or  we  cannot  hold  our  position."  Capt. 
Dewey  found  Gen.  ^Nlcade  in  a  distant  part  of  the  field, 
and  was  asked  to  conduct  him  to  Gen.  Hayes'  position. 
On  nearing  the  ri<lge  a  shell  came  near  proving  fatal  to 
the  commander,  and,  l)eing  warned  by  Capt.  Dewey  of 
liis  danger,  the  captain  was  <llrected  to  report  that  lie 
(]Meade)  had  already  sent  two  l)atterit'S  and  a  brigade  to 
report  to  Hayes,  and  would  send  more  as  soon  as  ]>os- 
sible;  and  at  that  moment  the  triangular  Hag  of  Col. 
Carroll's  briLra<l('  \\:i>  sc-u  moving  raiiidly  over  Ci'iucrcry 
Hill  from  the  riL^lit.  Wiien  the  nu'ssage  was  di'livered 
l)y  Cajtt.  Dewey  it  was  met  ]»y  tlie  characteristic  reply 
from  the  impetuous  Hayes,  ''  D — n  Gvn.  Meade  and  his 
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reinforcements,"  and,  almost  while  speaking,  he  seized  a 
Rebel  color  which  had  been  planted  -within  a  feAvfeet  of 
our  line,  and  rode  along  the  division  front,  dragging  the 
flag  in  the  dust,  and  greeted  with  cheers  and  roars  of 
triumph  by  his  men,  who  had  turned  the  seemingly 
momentary  success  of  the  enemy  into  a  repulse  and 
retreat. 

Of  the  Tenth,  Trivates  David  McGill,  of  Company 
A,  and  John  T.  ^IcCormick.  of  Company  D,  were  killed 
on  the  3d.  The  records  of  the  regiment  in  our  posses- 
sion do  not  show  the  wounded  during  the  battle,  of 
whom  there  were  probably  three  or  four. 

The  "ti'efoil"  won  imperishable  honors  upon  this 
bloody  3d  of  July — the  Rebel  respect  for  the  wearers  of 
the  insignia  of  the  Second  Corps  dating  from  Gettys- 
burg, Both  Gens.  Hancock,  commanding  the  left  centre, 
and  Gibbon,  in  command  of  the  Second  Corj's,  had  been 
wounded.  The  casualties  in  the  corps  during  the  battle 
were  4,413 — nearly  forty-four  per  cent,  of  all  engaged. 
The  "missing"  numbered  only  350  enlisted  men,  most 
of  whom  were  captured  from  CaldwelTs  division,  .Fuly 
2d.  Hayes'  division  lost  1.38-i  men;  Web])'s,  1,6-2T,  and 
Caldwefl's,  1,248.  The  artillery  brigade  lost  i:.(»  men 
and  250  horses.  The  numlu'r  of  colors  capiiirfd  by  the 
corps  Avas,  in  reality,  33,  <if  which  llayos'  division  t-ap- 
tured  15. 

Gen.  Meade,  in  his  otticial  report  of  the  Maryland 
camjiaign,  thus  summed  up  the  three  days'  battle  and 
its  followinix  :  "  The  result  of  the  campaign  may  be 
briefly  stated  in  the  defeat  >•(  the  enemy  at  G,  ttysbura-. 
his  coiniuilsory  evaeiiatiMU  <>['  I'ennsyU  ania  and  ^lary- 
land,  and  his  wilh'lraual  from  tlie  uj-jter  vaile\-  of  the 
Sheiiandoah  ;  an.l    in   the  captur*-  of  3  guns,  41   stand- 
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ards,  and  13,621  prisoners.  24,978  small  arms  were 
collected  on  the  battlefield.  Our  own  losses  were  ver}- 
severe,  amonntiug  to  2,834.-  killed,  13,709  wounded,  and 
G,G43  missing— in  all,  23,186."* 

In  connection  with  his  report  of  the  first  day's  hattle, 
Gen.  Lee  says  :  "It  had  not  been  intended  to  fight  a 
general  battle  at  such  a  distance  from  our  base,  nniess 
attacked  by  the  enemy;  but,  finding  ourselves  unexpect- 
edly confronted  by  the  Federal  army,  it  became  a  matter 
of  difiiculty  to  withdraw  through  the  mountains  with 
our  large  trains.  *  *  *  A  battle  thus  became, 
in  a  measure,  unavoidable."  The  successes  attending 
the  battle  of  the  1st,  probably  spurred  the  Confederates 
to  the  attack  upon  Sickles'  front  and  Round  Top  on  the 
following  day,  and,  according  to  Lee  himself,  the  advan- 
tages gained  on  the  2d  induced  the  fatal  assault  upon 
our  lines  on  the  3(1.  This  last  grand  charge  and  attend- 
ant defeat  illustrated  the  fact,  so  often  experienced 
during  the  Rebellion,  that  the  armies  of  the  North  and 
South  were  ecjual  in  bravery,  and  that,  unless  the  charg- 
ing columns  were  overpoweringly  superior  in  numbers, 
there  was  seldom  a  hope  of  forcing  their  opponents  from 
a  position  naturally  and  artificially  strong. 

The  following  memoranda,  mainly  from  the  diary  of 
an  ofiicer  of  the  Tenth,  details  tlie  movements  of  the 
l>attalinn  during  the  two  MCeks  immediately  following 
the  battle  : 

".Tuly  4tli.— Tliis  i^lorions  day  opened  upon  a  victorious  army. 
We  started  from  (ion.  Putrick's  lieud(iu:irters  (army  provost  mar- 
>\v.\\]  and  arrived  at  our  old  poMtioa  about  ten,  .v.  M.    Skirnushin- 

*  The  t:.tit  luss  ..f  I.co's  .Tniiv,  from  the  b. -Inniii.;  m  the  end  of  hU  northi-rn 
campaicn.  h.-i5  been  pLiced  as  high  :is  40,000.  Thi-.  incluJss  the  loss  by  str.i-..;lin!; 
and  Uesertions. 
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Still  continued,  but  the  enemy  ^\ere  reported  retreating.  Remained 
on  the  field,  burying  the  dead  and  collecting  arms,  until  July  Oth, 
about  three,  p.  m.,  when  we  started  for  Two  Taverns. 

"July  7th. — Reached  Taneytown,  ^Maryland,  about  ten.  a.  m. 
Being  veiy  short  of  rations,  foraging  parties  Avere  sent  out  to  col- 
lect whatever  provisions  could  be  found. 

"July  8th.— Left  Taney  town  about  ten.  a.  >[.,  and  marched 
through  Brucesvllle,  "Woodbury  and  "Walkcrsville,  to  within  five 
miles  of  Frederick  City,  :Maryland. 

"  July  0th. — Left  camp  at  half-past  five,  a.  m.  ;  passed  through 
Frederick  City,  and  marched  two  miles  up  the  Middletown  pike  : 
then  cro.-sed  to  the  Knoxville  pike  :  thence  through  Jetferson  and 
Burkesville.  Crossed  South  Mountain  at  Crampton's  Gap,  going 
into  camp  at  night,  well  worn  out. 

"  July  10th. — Started  at  seven,  a.  .m.  Went  through  Rohrersville, 
Cypress  Grove.  Keedysviile,  and  part  of  the  old  Antietam  battle- 
field, to  the  pike,  where  we  formed  line  of  battle  extending  along 
the  pike  towards  Hagerstown,  and  remained  there  all  night. 

"July  lltli. — Again  started  at  seven,  a.  .m.,  and  marched  via 
Hagerstown  pike  to  Jones'  Cross  Roads,  wjiere  we  were  again 
drawn  up  in  line  of  battle — the  Twelfth  Corps  on  our  left.  The 
skimiishers  in  our  front  advanced  two  miles  during  the  niglit. 

"July  12th. — At  eleven  o'clock,  a.  m.,  marched  about  a  mile  on 
the  pike,  countermarched  half-way  back  and  halted.  At  four,  i'.  M., 
moved  out  and  formed  line  of  battle,  at  a  right  angle  with  the  pike, 
the  Fifth  Corps  on  our  left — all  wondering  why  'the  ball'  does 
not  open,  J)eing  satistied  a  great  victory  awaits  us.  Very  heavy 
rain  set  in,  deluging  everything.  Threw  up  a  line  of  works  during 
the  night. 

"July  13th. — Raining  this  morninL'  :  all  quift  until  two,  p.  M.. 
when  tlie  division  changeil  front,  bringing  our  line  parallel  with 
the  pike. 

"July  14th. — Reports  came  in  that  the  enemy  had  cro.--sed  the 
river,  and  it  was  soon  generally  known  that  Lee's  entire  army  had 
e>=rai-'Cd  into  Virginia.  At  eleven,  a.  .m.,  we  followed  via  the  Wil- 
liam-port Mad.  to  near  Williamspoit.  turned  to  the  left  and  moved 
to  iwnv  Failing-  Wateis.  Itoads  vt-ry  nuuldy  and  .-Irewn  with  Rebel 
ix'nuianis  of  camp,  Ac.     Raining. 

'•July  loth.— Left  camp  at  seven,  a.  .m.,  and  marched  through 
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Downieville,  Bakersville,  Sharpsburg,  and  thence  towards  Harper's 
Ferr}%  via  the  towpath  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal.  Bivou- 
acked within  two  miles  of  the  Ferry,  after  a  march  of  over  twenty 
miles. 

"July  16th. — Left  camp  at  six,  a.  m.,  and  marched  to  Pleasant 
Valley,  where  we  encamped." 

Gen.  Meade  had  thus  failed  either  to  rout  the  Rebel 
army  or  prevent  its  recrossing  the  Potomac,  although 
the  rank  and  lile  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  during 
the  pursuit,  were  full  of  spirit  and  eager  to  finish  the 
war  there  and  then,  if  the  destruction  of  Gen.  Lee's 
beaten  army  could  effect  that  result.  Xot  pretending  to 
lengthy  criticisms,  we  will  not  plunge  into  a  recital  of 
the  reasons  for  Gen.  Meade's  since  recognized  mistake  in 
allowing  Lee's  certainly  marvellous  escape.  Our  army 
was  a  disappointed  one  when  it  commenced  its  march 
down  along  the  Potomac  River. 

On  the  16th,  while  at  Pleasant  Valley,  opposite  Har- 
per's Ferry,  the  baggage  wagons,  which  had  not  been 
seen  for  over  two  weeks,  came  to  the  troops,  together 
with  a  huge  mail.  Letters,  of  course,  were  the  first  con- 
sideration, and  then  the  welcome  boon  (for  the  officers) 
of  arraying  themselves  in  clean  and  whole  clothing. 
Carrying  no  knapsacks,  they  lacked  a  "  change"  when, 
}>erha})s,  their  subordinates  were  more  fortunate.  Xews 
also  reached  the  army  of  the  great  Draft  Riots  in  New 
York  city,  causing  excitement  and  some  trepidation  in 
the  Tenth — the  majority  of  whose  families  were  resid- 
ents of  the  metropolis.  If  the  desire  of  the  zouaves  had 
been  consulted,  short  shrift  would  have  been  given  to 
the  brutal  murderers  and  robbers  wlio  were  hanging 
defenceless  negroes  and  plundering  the  city  under  the 
sruise  of  resistance  to  the  draft. 
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TliP  avmy  crossed  the  Potomac  at  Harper's  Ferry,  on 
the  ISrh  of  July,  by  a  pontoon  bridge,  following  nearly 
the  same  roads  traced  by  INIcClellan  the  preceding  fall, 
and  foi'  the  same  object — i.  e.,  the  overtaking  of  Lee's 
army.  This  time  we  were  in  advance  of  the  Confede- 
rate'^, i.oing-  enablci-l  to  seize  all  the  gaps  in  the  Blue 
Ridge  uorth  of  the  Rappaliannock,  This  caused  Lee  a 
longer  detour  in  retreat,  but  accomplished  no  more  direct 
result— -iiis  army  safely  gaining  its  old  ground,  south  of 
the  river.  Tedious  and  fatiguing  marches  Avere  made  by 
our  trno])s — Ilaycs'  division  reaching  Warrenton  Junc- 
tion late  in  the  afternoon  of  Sunday,  July  SOth,  after  a 
marc]\  of  over  twenty  miles  in  twelve  and  a  half  hours. 
This  day  liad  been  terribly  hot,  and  many  men  were 
fatally  ovci'come  by  the  lieat.  Water  Mas  scarce  along 
the  route,  and  the  almost  dried  rivulets,  which  occasion- 
ally h'tered  their  way  across  the  ro:id,  were  thick  with 
the  dust  of  travel  ;  out  our  almost  strangled  men  would 
throw  tliemselves  flat  on  the  ground  and  swallow  the 
dirty  lifpiid  with  the  eagerness  Avith  which  a  famished 
castaway  u]>on  the  sea  blindly  and  fatally  gulps  the  salt 
water  which  surrounds  him.  Even  the  lucky  few  who 
had  carefully  saved  a  fe\v  mouthfuls  of  "commissary"'  in 
their  i'UTitoens,  found  that  the  liquor  was  almost  boiling 
hot  and  useless  as  a  stiniulant. 

AVhile  in  bivouac  in  tlu'  vicinity  of  Warrenton,  orders 
were  i-i'ci'ived  by  the  Tenth  Battalion,  detailing  three 
otlieei-s; — ^laj.  Hopper,  C:!i)t.  Dewey  and  Lieut.  Keegan 
— A\it)i  a  >ninll  delaehnu'nt  of  nu-n,  to  ]n-oreed  to  New 
\n\\  eil\-  for  the  puvpo-e  (>f  ])i-ingin'j:  out  drafted  nien. 
They  I<'ti  inniu<lia(ely,  nixl  C'apt.  b'ield  a>snmed  com- 
mand of  the  l)attalion,  ("apt.  'J'ait  ae(ing  as  Division 
Provost  Marshal.     On  tlu'  ,"51  st,  the  cori»s  marched  to 
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Morrisonville,  where  it  went  into  camp — the  whole  army 
having  taken  position  along  the  Rappahannock.  The 
next  morning,  however,  the  Third  Division  proceeded  to 
Elk  Run,  three  or  four  miles  distant,  in  the  vicinity  of 
which  place  camp  was  formed  and  we  made  ourselves 
comfortable,  in  anticipation  of  a  long  rest. 

Six  weeks  were  passed  here,  and  they  proved  of  great 
importance  to  the  battalion.  Recruits  were  received, 
discipline  was  increased,  and  the  health  of  all  improved. 
The  command  was  encamped  advantageously  in  a  fine 
piece  of  woods  near  division  headquarters,  and  to  most 
of  the  officers  and  men  the  time  passed  pleasantly 
enough.  Two  or  three  houses  near  by,  one  owned  by  a 
Vermont  family,  atforded  an  opportunity  to  obtain  good 
substantial  meals  for  a  moderate  sum"  and  also  agree- 
able company,  for  there  were  young  lady  members  in 
each  household.  It  can  be  imagined  that  society  of  this 
kind  was  acceptable  in  the  highest  sense  to  soldiers 
forced  to  neglect  all  the  social  amenities  of  civil  life,  and 
the  efforts  of  these  ladies  to  cause  time  to  pass  pleas- 
antly have  often  been  remembered  by  those  who  visited 
them. 

Among  pleasant  memories  of  these  oasis  days  in  the 
desert  of  our  army  experience  comes  back  the  recollec- 
tion of  hours  passed  at  night,  while  lying  on  blanket  or 
poncho  thrown  upon  the  sward  outside  of  the  t^nt. 
The  sadly  echoing  bugle  call  of  "  taps  "  has  been  re- 
peated from  camp  to  camp,  dying  at  last  softly  and 
mournfully  into  stillness.  Lights  are  extinguished,  and 
our  provost  cam})  in  tlie  magniticcnt  oak  forest  is  silent. 
Would  it  ever  he  possiMc  lo  docriln-  tlie  c-xquisif 
]>leasure  of  tho-rc  hours  of  VL-vt-rie  and  forgetfuha-ss":' 
The  months  of  confusion,  Inirtle  and  hardship  fade  into 
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oblivion,  and  we  are  gazing  through  the  leafy  canopy 
above  and  at  the  star-tiecked  heavens  beyond,  dreaming 
of  the  far  away  and  pleasant.  The  daily  noise  and 
bustle  of  a  bivouac  of  thousands  of  men  have  not  al- 
together driven  the  whip-poor-will  from  his  familiar 
woods,  and  at  intervals  he  pipes  his  questioning  note. 
Now  the  far  away  and  melancholy  hoot  of  an  owl  is  heard. 
In  a  half -waking,  half-dozing  dream  we  have  been  trans- 
ported to  scenes  far  distant  from  the  battle-ridden  fields 
of  the  Old  Dominion  and  the  mind  is  only  drawn  back  to 
the  present  by  the  fragrant  scent  of  killikinick,  bloAvn 
from  the  omnipresent  pipe.  Our  briar-wood  friend  al- 
ways was  and  still  is  a  reminder  of  camp  life. 

Orders  to  again  move,  which  came  September  12th, 
were  obeyed  regretfully  by  both  officers  and  men  ;  the 
pleasant  days  passed  here  having  proved  most  accept- 
able, contrasted  with  the  rough  cami.aignuig  of  the  pre- 
ceding months.  Camp  was  soon  struck,  the  Second 
Corps  crossing  the  Rappahannock  on  the  same  day  (the 
12th),  and  marching  the  next  three  days  slowly,  but 
steadily,  preceded  by  cavalry,  who  mot  the  enemy  seve- 
ral times,  driving  them  back  in  each  encounter.  A  po- 
sition near  Robertson's  River  was  taken  on  the  ITth. 

On  the  18th,  two  deserters  from  regiments  of  the 
Third  Division  Avere  shot  by  a  detail  from  the  battalion. 
Tlus  was  the  first  and  last  work  of  the  kind  which  fell 
to  the  lot  of  our  men  while  upon  duty  as  provost  guard. 
The  details  were  carried  out  by  Capt.  Field,  acting  as 
Provost  3Iarshal.  He  had  relieved  Capt.  Tait  from 
the  duties  of  that  position  a  frw  days  previous— 
the  latter  assuming  command  of  tlic  battalion.  (  apt. 
Field  was  afterwards  complimented  by  Gen.  Hayes  tor 
his  action  on  this  occasion.     These  melancholy  scenes 
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were  common  in  the  army  during  the  autumn  of  this 
year ;  each  Friday  -witnessed  tlie  execution  of  deserters 
from  one  or  more  of  the  corps — five  or  six  sometimes 
underg'oing  the  death  penalty  on  the  same  day.  The 
frequent  and  wliolesale  desertions  were  rapidly  demo- 
ralizing the  army  ;  good  soldiers  becoming  infected,  in 
some  cases,  by  the  pernicious  example  of  the  hordes  of 
unscrupulous  men  who  joined  the  army  only  to  leave  it 
at  the  first  opportunity.  If  the  remedy  was  a  severe 
one,  it  was  etficacious,  and  saved  the  morale  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac. 

The  corps  remained  in  this  locality  until  October  5th, 
watching  the  enemy,  who  were  intrenched  south  of  the 
Rapidan.  Upon  that  date  it  was  relieved  by  the  Sixth 
Corps,  and  returned  to  Culpepper  Court  House,  going 
into  camp  about  a  mile  north  of  the  town. 

The  forward  movement  of  Gen.  ^Meade,  it  will  be 
seen,  had  been  slowly  and  cautiously  executed ;  no 
genuine  attempt  to  cross  the  Rapidan  having  yet  been 
made ;  but,  on  the  10th  inst.,  an  advance  was  com- 
menced. It  was  immediately  discovered,  however,  that 
Gen.  Lee  had  also  conceived  a  plan  of  action,  and  was 
even  then  reconnoitering  upon  ^Nfeade's  right  with  a 
strong  force  of  cavalry,  supported  by  a  body  of  infantry. 
This,  of  course,  necessitated  an  immediate  change  of 
action  by  Meade,  and  liie  Army  of  the  Potomac  began  a 
backward  movement  across  the  Rappaliannock,  fearing 
that  its  communication  with  Washington  would  be  sev- 
ered. Tlie  Second  Corps  (now  under  command  of  Maj.- 
Gen.  G.  K.  "Wancii,  in  \\hoM>  lirigade  our  two  years'  regi- 
ment had  served)  crossccl  the  river  on  the  llth;  but  the 
next  <lay  it  recrossed  to  the  south  side,  formed  in  col- 
umns of  division  and  advanced  in  this  order  of  battle 
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some  six  niiles,  to  a  position  near  Brandy  Station,  where 
a  bivouac  Avas  made,  as  if  for  the  night.  At  half -past 
twelve,  A.  M.,  however,  march  was  again  taken  to  the 
rear,  and  [he  Rappahannock  again  crossed — the  third 
time  within  tliree  days. 

Our  cavalry,  with  small  portions  of  infantry,  had 
meantin\e  been  engaged  upon  the  right ;  but  Lee's  main 
force  was  evidently  crossing  the  Rappahannock  at  its 
upper  fords,  and  ]Meade's  only  resort  now  seemed  to  be 
a  retrograde  movement  upon  parallel  roads  with  the 
enemy,  which  was  immediately  put  into  execution. 

On  the  12th,  while  the  wagon  train  of  the  corps  was 
parked  nenr  Bealton  Station,  Quartermaster  Wilcox,  of 
the  Tenth,  with  Quartemiaster-Sergt.  Harry  Sprague, 
started  upon  a  short  visit  to  one  of  the  houses  before  men- 
tioned, near  Elk  Run.  While  at  the  house  they  were  sur- 
prised by  a  squad  of  Rebel  cavalry,  and,  after  a  short  and 
futile  resistance,  were  captured  and  sent  prisoners  to  Rich- 
mond. Tlie  particulars  of  their  capture  were  brought 
to  the  battalion,  several  days  after  it  had  occurred,  by 
a  negro  who  Avas  formerly  with  the  quartermaster  as  a 
servant,  who  also  averred  that  they  had  been  shot  after 
capture.  Their  real  fate  Avas  only  known  a  month  after, 
through  a  letter  to  the  adjutant  from  the  quartermaster, 
then  in  Libby  Prison.  He  underwent  an  imprisonment 
lasting  fourteen  months,  when  he  Avas  excliatiged.  Poor 
Sprague,  aft^'r  a  more  terrible  experience,  died  at  last  in 
the  Anderson ville  Prison  Pt'U— the  Government  records 
stating  that  he  Avas  buried  on  the  16th  of  August,  1864. 
Tie  w^is  a  brave  and  hi-h-^pirit.'d  young  soldier,  and. 
in  common  Avitli  tliousands  of  otlicrs,  drserved  a  nobler 
fate.  Xatuially  of  a  social  disj.osition,  and  \\ith  a  vein 
of   humor  thiitHever  deserted  him,   lie   endeavored   to 
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amuse  and  interest  his  miserable  fellow-prisoners  until 
his  death,  and  captives  who  lived  to  return  home  have 
told  of  his  manly,  generous  and  soldierly  bearing,  which 
continued  to  the  last.  He  had  previously  been  severely 
wounded  at  the  battle  of  Gaines'  Mill,  while  a  private  in 
Company  A. 

The  Second  Corps  continued  its  march  northwardly, 
along  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  Railroad,  and,  at 
daylight  of  the  14th  of  October,  at  Auburn,  Hayes' 
division  was  suddenly  attacked  by  the  enemy's  cavalry 
under  Gen.  Stuart.  In  pressing  the  rear  of  the  Third 
Corps,  which  had  preceded  the  Second,  Stuart,  at  the 
head  of  some  two  thousand  troopers,  had  become  com- 
pletely hemmed  in  during  the  night  of  the  13th,  in 
close  proximity  to  Warren's  troops.  It  was  sheer  neces- 
sity on  his  part  to  move  at  the  first  dawn  of  day,  or 
risk  defeat  and  capture,  and  therefore  a  bold  dash  was 
made,  covered  by  his  guns,  which  opened  with  grape 
and  canister  on  our  surprised  regiments.  Gen.  Hayes 
immediately  advanced  a  brigade  (the  Third),  and  over 
one  hundred  of  the  enemy  were  captured  with  slight 
loss  to  our  men.  Stuart  succeeded,  however,  in  break- 
ing through  with  his  main  force. 

Later  in  the  day,  when  near  Bristoc  Station,  the 
advance  divisi«jn  of  Warren  was  surprised  at  receiving 
a  heavy  fire  from  Ki'bel  artillery,  posted  on  high  ground 
west  of  the  railroad.  Heth's  division,  of  Gen.  A.  P. 
Hill's  corps,  had  taken  position  here,  and  seemed  deter- 
mined to  dispute  the  progress  of  our  column.  Strong 
lines  of  gray-clad  troops  had  alreaay  eniorgrd  from  the 
woods,  on  the  cri'st  of  tlu-  risinL:  ground  to  the  left, 
and  were  steadily  advancing  toAvanls  the  railroad. 
Hayes'  division,  now  second  in  line,  was  .loubU-ipucked 
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for  half  a  mile,  obliquing  from  the  road  until  nearly 
oj^posite  the  station,  where  the  railroad  embankment 
Avns  considerably  rai-<ed,  thus  making  an  effectual  breast- 
^^ork  for  whichevor  side  could  lirst  reach  it.  Now,  the 
order,  "  By  the  left  tlank,"  was  given  by  Gen.  Hayes, 
a?ul.  with  an  impetuosity  which  his  presence  always 
insured,  the  division  advanced  with  a  rush  and  the 
embankment  was  gained — the  enemy  receiving  a  heavy 
fire  of  musketry,  which  compelled  them  to  fall  back  in 
confusion.  They  immediately  attempted  to  advance  on 
the  flank  held  by  the  second  division,  but  were  again 
repulsed. 

Arnold's  Khode  Island  Battery,  posted  with  the 
Third  Division,  was  served  admirably  .luring  the  action, 
entirely  disabling  the  artillery  of  the  enemy.  Several 
men  of  the  Tenth  Battalion,  which  was  posted  imme- 
diiitcly  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  battery,  volunteered 
a-^  artillerymen  for  the  occasion,  and  did  good  service. 
J'^mr  or  five  hundred  prisoners,  Avith  a  battery  of  five 
guns,  were  the  tro})hies  of  the  fight — the  enemy  also 
losing  several  hundred  in  killed  and  wounded,  and  being 
completely  foiled  in  the  bold  attempt  upon  the  rear  of 
]\ltade's  army.  Our  battalion  was  almost  constantly 
under  fire  during  tlie  progress  of  the  fight,  but  no 
record  of  its  loss  is  in  (Uir  possession.* 

Ill  a  conversation  had  recently  with  Urig.-UiMi.  W. 
W.  Kirklaiid,  who  conunanded  tlu'  brigade  directly  op- 
))os.'a  to  Hayes'  division,  and  who  was  wounded  in  the 
action.  Gen.  K.  stated  to  the  author  that   his  own   ami 


^  C.-!..  l,e..-,  in  l,is  .ull.il  TL-port,  s;iys  :  "  Tht  parii.  ul  irs  ot  the  ncti.n  (.I'-ri-^toe 
St:.t;-.i.<  l.uve  n.u  l-c-ii  -tiiei.iliy  reimited  :  hut  tl.r  l,rii;.ul.;s  i  Hill's)  were  repulsed 
%vitl-.  >.:..e  loss,  .-...d  live  ..■•oxs  „f  arlillerx-  with  some  privmers  .-apiureJ.  lieforc  the 
rest  <.f  the  troops  c.u.M  be  l.r.ni-ht  up  and  the  poMtu.n  of  the  enemy  ascert.uned  he 
retrc.ited  across  Broad  Run." 
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Cook's  brigades  of  North  Carolina  troops,  of  Heth's  di- 
vision, were  actively  engaged.     They  numbered  nearly 
5,000.     Gen.  Hill  confidently  supposed    that  the  Fifth 
Corps,  in  advance  of  the  Second,  was  the  last  on  the  road, 
and   that  the  head   of  Warren's  corps  was  but  a  rear 
guard,  and  he  determined  to  capture  the  wagon  trains, 
kirkland  grasped  the  real  condition  of  affaire  and  de- 
murred to  an  advance  against  the  oncoming  troops,  but 
he  was  overruled.     His  brigade,  of  2,500  men,  bravely 
attempted   to  seize  the  railroad    embankment,  but  the 
volleys  from  Hayes'  regiments  killed  and  wounded  600 
of  his  men  and  officers.      They  afterwards  buried  100 
where  they  fell.     Cook's  brigade,  on  the  right  of  Kirk- 
land, also  suffered  heavily,  while  Arnold's  and  another 
battery  shattered  the    Confederate  guns,  killing  many 
horses.    Less  detenuined  attacks  along  other  portions  of 
the  front  of  our  corps  were  also  repuh;ed.    It  was  a  mis- 
take on  the  part  of  Gen.  Hill,  fully  recognized  after- 
wards, and  which  caused  the  Confederates  severe  loss, 
besides  delaying  their  advance  towards  Manassas,  where 
they  hoped  to  attack  and  defeat  a  portion  of  Meade's 
army.     Two  other  divisions  of  Hill's  corps  were  in  the 
immediate  vicinity,  and  other  troops  were  rapidly  com- 
incr  up,  and  it  seems  rather  strange  that  they  were  not 
put  into  action  against  the  corps  of  Gen.  Warren.     Gen. 
Lee's  statement,  that  "before  the  rest  of  the  troops  could 
bebrouijht  up,  and  tlie  position  of  the  enemy  ascertained, 
they  retreated  across  Broad  Kun,"  is  hardly  borne  out 
by  facts — our  men  having  ample  time  to  send  parties  to 
bring  in  the  abandoiu-d  Rebel  gujis,  and  it  beincr  far  into 
the  iiiLrlit  when  llayi'>'  divi-ioii  cn.ssvd  Hroad  Kun. 

The  ])riga<les  of  Gl-h.  Warrrn  giadiially  reformed  into 
column  diirintr  the  evening,  and  evacuated  the  position> 
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along  the  railroad — their  interrupted  march  northward 
being  resumed  in  silence.  The  night  Avas  dismal  and 
wet,  and,  as  our  battalion  left  the  contested  ground,  the 
cries  of  the  mutilated  Confederates,  lying  where  they 
had  fallen,  were  appalling.  They  seemed  to  implore  even 
their  enemies  to  succor  them  from  the  chill  air  of  night 
and  the  silently  descending  rain.  It  is  fair  to  suppose 
that  they  were  rescued  from  death  by  their  own  troops, 
who  remained  in  the  vicinity  until  the  next  morning. 

Hayes'  division  marched  rapidly  tOAvards  Manassas, 
and  crossed  Bull  Run  at  Blackburn's  Ford  before  day- 
liijht.  Here  we  threw  ourselves  down  in  the  mud,  or 
upon  a  clean  spot  of  grass  if  such  could  be  found,  and 
slept  the  sleep  of  utter  fatigue,  until  long  after  the  break 
of  day. 

Along  the  route  of  march  from  Bristoe  Station  there 
were  numberless  stragglers,  princpally  from  the  new 
levies  of  drafted  men  recently  sent  to  the  army,  and  in 
secluded  nooks  in  tlie  woods  parties  of  these  men  were 
to  be  found,  with  all  accoutrements  laid  aside,  quietly 
cooking  tlieir  coffee,  as  though  totally  unconscious  botli 
of  their  duty  as  soldiers  and  the  proximity  of  the  Rebel 
cavalry,  squa<lrons  of  Avhom  were  known  to  be  very  near 
the  Union  line  of  march.  The  officers  and  men  of  the 
Tenth  had  positive  onlers  to  leave  no  stragglers  behind ; 
men  who  were  actually  sick  or  worn  out  were,  if  possi1)le, 
put  into  ambuhmces.  but  voluntary  skulkers  were  sliown 
no  mercy,  being  hurried  forward  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonet,  despite  their  oaths  and  curses.  Notwithstand- 
ing such  effort^,  nunibirs  of  these  cowardly  -'bounty 
jumpers,"  who  thu>  .Idiberatrly  Irft  the  liiu-  of  march, 
must  have  falUii   into  the  hands  of   tlie  eutiny,  a  fate 
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which  they  prol)aV)ly  courted  at  the  time,  Init  regretted 
afterwards  wliile  rotting  in  Southern  prisons.* 

Position  was  taken  on  tlie  15th,  by  tlie  Third  Divi- 
sion, near  the  ford — considerable  skirmishing  and  artil- 
lery practice  taking  place  across  the  run. 

However  far  north  Gen.  Lee  had  originally  intended 
to  penetrate,  he  evidently  now  thought  it  best  to  retrace 
his  steps,  and,  while  making  feints  of  attack  ujion  our 
lines,  he  fell  back  to  the  Rappahannock,  completely  de- 
stroying the  railroad  from  Cub  Run  to  that  river.  The 
whole  affair  had  caused  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  con- 
siderable loss  in  killed  and  wounded,  and  much  severe 
marching,  mingled  Avith  no  little  cliagrin  at  tlu^  forced 
retreat  before  an  enemy  inferior  in  numbers  and  equip- 
ment. 

Gen.  Lee,  in  his  report  of  these  movements,  stated 
that  his  army  had  "crossed  the  Rapidan  on  the  9th  of 
October,  with  tlie  intention  of  Ijringing  on  an  engage- 
ment with  tlie  Federal  army."  But  he  had  carefully 
avoided    advancing   directly    upon    Meade's   front,  and 


*  It  is  far  from  tlie  author's  motive  to  lessfii  the  popular  sympathy  for  the 
Union  prisoners  of  war  who  endured  miseries  untuld  in  the  reeklnj;  prison  houses 
and  death-breedins  stockades  of  the  South.  The  records  of  their  sufferings  are 
written  in  blaziii;:;  characters  upon  the  archives  of  the  country,  and  it  is  possible 
that  the  real  fulness  of  their  trials  will  never  be  known.  The  tons  of  thousands  of 
nameless  graves  found  in  the  neighborhood  of  these  abodes  of  filth  and  di>ease  at 
the  close  of  hostilities  proved  that  the  reports  of  their  sufferini^s  were  not  myth- 
ical. And  yet  it  mu>t  be  acknowledged  that  thousands  of  the  most  cowardly  and 
worthless  among  the  Union  troops  became  prisoners,  either  voluntarily  or  by  reason 
of  the  wretched  and  demor.ilizing  habits  of  shirking  duty  by  skidking  and  strag- 
.;ling.  These  outcasts  were  generally  treated,  upon  capture,  with  infinitely  less 
consideration  than  the  brave  men  maile  prisoners  in  actual  battle,  and  it  would 
have  been  well  had  the  customs  ..f  warfare  allowed  a  further  dis?riniiiiation  between 
-oldlers  and  skulkers,  .md  kcpl  the  two  i:l.i-.-cs  apart  during  captivity.  The  un- 
principled cowards  must  assuredly  have  (•■Mtaniinated  their  more  maidy  and  pa- 
triotic felli'w  pn's'jTicrs. 

15 
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uH'criiig  battle  u]m;.ii  open  ground,  -whicli  the  latter  was 
V'-Tv  willing  tu  accept  ;  making  ins;tead  a  circuitous  flank 
t^ian  li,  by  the  \'.ay  of  Madison  Court  House  and  Warren- 
lO!i,  and  hujiiiig  evidently  to  surprise  the  Army  of  the 
T'-Mimac,  stJ-ikiiig  it  while  t>f  route  or  in  detail.  He 
iVili  l  in  the  r.tteiDpt  at  Brist<je,  and  this  rej)ulse,  Avith 
tho  delay  it  occasioned,  possil^ly  hastened  his  determina- 
tion to  withdraw  again  to  tlie  Rappahannock. 

October  lOUi,  the  Second  Cor|)s  recrussed  Bull  Run, 
ff'lhiwing  the  enemy's  rear  guard  closely,  and  halting 
for  the  night  near  Bristoe,  on  the  ground  occu])ied  by  the 
enemy  during  the  fight  of  the  14th.  The  many  newly- 
nii.le  graves  silently  and  pathetically  told  of  the  losses 
lh"y  had  su^tained  on  that  «hiy.  After  some  marching 
our  corps  went  into  position  mar  Warrenton,  remaining 
ill  cainp  here  until  November  7th,  when  a  general  move- 
\\\  w\  was  made  acr<.iss  the  Rappahaiinoek. 

The  Second  and  Third  r\,rp.  deployed  for  Kelly's 
Ford,  the  latter  cor]>s — in  advance,  uiider  Gen.  French — 
laying  a  ])oiitMOii  bridge  and  classing  it  in  the  face  of  a 
ln-avy  fire,  ca[)turing  live  hundred  prisoners.  The  two 
o.irps  then  advauci'd  to  a  posit ieui  near  Brandy  Station 
and  bivouacked.  A  strong  fort  and  two  redoubts  at 
Raj.pahannuek  Siation  had  also  to  l>e  reduced,  and  this 
\\;i-.  done  bv  a  stunning  party  of  Ru>seirs  and  l'pton\s 
brigades  of  the  Sixth  Cor[»s,  supported  by  other  portions 
of  that  an<l  ilie  h'ifth  Corps.  The  o-allant  attack  ended 
in  the  capture  of  lilOO  pri.-uiici-s,  1  guns,  8  llags,  -^OUO 
sniail  arms  and  a  bridge  (rain. 

A  bri^k  ^i"  w  St.  1111  had  -el  in  during  the  afternoon, 
ene.iijiuin..;-  m  :',;-;v  all  night,  and.  at  daylight  next  morn- 
iiig.  tlie  di\i-i<Miv  uliieh  lay  in  hiv^uae  in  the  vicinity  of 
Ibandy  Slat  ion,  and  -till  In  >lnmbir,  -«eenied  tobe  wraj^ped 
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in  a  winding  sheet  of  spotless  wliite.  Five  or  six  officers 
of  the  Tenth  had  taken  position  for  the  night  in  a  good 
soft  spot,  stretched  out  like  sardines  in  a  box,  with  their 
feet  towards  a  huge  burning  log,  which  was  stirred  up 
occasionally  by  a  sleepless  contraband.  Their  Idankets 
and  a  tent-dy  made  the  l)ed  and  coverlid,  and  here  their 
slumber  was  as  unbroken  as  though  it  had  been  enjoyed 
upon  the  legendary  bed  of  down.  The  two  or  three 
inches  of  snow  which  fell  during  the  night  increased  per- 
hai)S  the  warmth  and  comfort  of  the  couch,  and  it  was 
broad  daylight  before  they  concluded  to  arise  ;  the  sound 
rest  they  had  enjoyed  seeming  to  have  given  a  wonderful 
zest  to  their  appetites  for  hot  coffee,  pork  and  crackers. 

On  the  10th,  Hayes'  division  crossed  Mountain  Run 
and  went  into  camp  near  Stevensburg,  a  hamlet  composed 
of  two  or  three  houses,  as  many  <lila]iidated  barns  and 
a  blacksmith's  shop.  It  seemed  that  winter  would  noM" 
put  an  effectual  stop  to  further  cam})aigning,  and  the 
entire  army  proceeded  to  construct  winter  quarters  i)r 
huts. 

This  last-mentioned  M'ork  was  always  an  interesting 
and  absorl)ing  occupation,  and,  until  all  Avere  comfort- 
ably housed,  it  monopolized  the  attention  of  every  offil- 
cer  and  man.  Logs  were  to  be  cut  and  hauled  from  tlie 
woods  to  the  proposed  cam]!,  and  then  lu-wu  and  fitted 
to  each  other,  until  at  last  each  com[>any  street  was  per- 
fect witli  its  even  row  of  lilliputian  houses,  with  >idcs  of 
logs  anil  roofs  of  canvas.  The  fireplace  and  chimney  was 
a  scientific  and  sometimes  troublesome  part  of  the  labor, 
and  to  obtain  a  iKTleetly  >lr<nr;,,,/  chiniiiey,  with  its  out- 
si'le  ofiiainentati'tn  oi  enipiy  barreU.  if  siicli  eonld  be 
had,  was  always  a  triumph  of  engineering  skill.  A  uni- 
form si/e  for  the  hut.s  was,  of  course,  generallv  insisted 
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Upon,  if  tbf  le'.ailarity  of  the  camp  M^as  at  all  considered; 
but  the  workiiiaiisliip  varied  according  to  the  mechanical 
talents  of  U'.v  Avurkmen.  The  officers'  huts  were,  as  a 
rule,  of  su])erioi-  style — the  regimental  pioneer  corps 
being  generally  enii>loyed  in  tlieir  erection.  The  men 
composing  this  corps  owed  tlteir  positions  to  their  pre- 
sumed skill  in  engineering  and  mechanics  ;  although,  in 
truth,  the  siz(.'  and  strength  of  the  man,  and  his  deftness 
in  handling;  tlu-  axe  and  felling  trees,  were  counted  as 
several  points  in  his  favor.  The  log  houses  generally 
accommodated  four  men  each,  and  although  even  one 
who  has  been  a  soldier  will  now  often  wondei-  at  the 
diminutive  quarters  in  which  he  once  existed,  the  com- 
forts of  such  ;in  establishment  were  not  to  be  despised,, 
especially  wlien  tlie  keen  wind  whistled  through  the  com- 
pany streets,  and  the  snoAv,  penetrating  the  crevices, 
served  to  reniiiid  the  occuj>anls  that  there  were  still 
worse  condiuL'iis  m  uhich  to  be  jtlaeed.  The  huts  l)uilt  by 
the  Tenth  were,  perliaps,  not  as  well  put  together  as  were 
tliose  of  some  of  the  regiments  from  the  rural  districts, 
but  they  were  nevertheless  comfortable,  and  the  chim- 
neys, as  a  rule,  weie  built  with  considerable  ingenuity. 

Novemlx'!-  :i')t\i,  Ca{)t.  Dewey  returned  to  the  bat- 
talion from  duty  in  Xew  York,  becoming  tired  of  re- 
cruiting ser\  ice,  he  had  applied  for  permission  to  return 
to  the  field,  and  now  assumed  comtnand  of  tlie  1)attalion. 
beitig  the  s(  nioi-  i,\\\crr  in  the  absence  of  -Maj.  Hopper. 

A  soldiers  life,  in  active  ser\  ice,  is  one  of  constantly 
expected  surprises,  if  we  may  use  the  parailox.  Changes 
are  always  in  (.i.l .r  and  lianlly  ''vcr  cause  wonder,  al- 
tliougli  ol'ieii  lariK'iitcd  and  growled  at.  So,  in  tiiis  ca^e. 
when  orders  were  received  to  break  camp,  i»ack  u[)  and 
raove   on  Thanksgiving  day  (2Gth),  we  lost  no  time   in 
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vain  regrets  or  useless  surmises.  Rueful  grimaces  were 
made  at  the  thought  of  leaA'ing  the  warm  huts,  which 
had  been  occupied  but  two  weeks,  and  venturing  upon  a 
campaign  in  the  biting  cold  weather  which  then  existed  ; 
but  all  things  were  got  in  readiness  and  the  Third  Divi- 
sion, with  the  rest  of  the  corps,  moved  out  as  daylight 
of  the  26th  glimmered.  The  flocks  of  crows  and  buzzards, 
which  had  hovered  over  the  camps  of  late,  soon  settled 
upon  the  deserted  grounds  and  commenced  their  feast — 
their  screeches  and  caws  being  the  only  sounds  heard 
where  an  hour  before  thousands  of  soldiers  had  been 
encamped. 

Gen.  Meade,  as  cautious  as  he  always  proved  himself, 
had  awaited  the  rebuilding  of  the  bridge  and  railroad 
across  the  Rappahannock,  and  the  complete  restoration 
of  his  lines  of  communication,  before  he  had  again  or- 
dered an  advance  against  the  enemy.  They  were  strongly 
entrenched  south  of  the  Rapidan  River  and  along  Mine 
Run,  a  small  and  shallow  tributary  of  that  river,  where 
steep  hills  on  one  side  and  almost  impenetrable  marsh 
land  on  the  other,  afforded  excellent  defensive  positions, 
of  which  Gen.  Lee  had  months  before  taken  advantage. 

The  Second  Corps  crossed  the  Rapidan  at  Germania 
Ford,  advancing  about  four  miles  and  bivouacking  about 
eight,  p.  M.  During  the  ilay  the  news  of  Gen.  Grant's 
victory  at  Chattanooga  was  rea<l  to  the  troops,  who  re- 
ceived it  with  enthusiasm  and  an  exi)rcssed  determina- 
tion to  do  likewise,  if  opportunity  were  atforded. 

The  next  morning  Gen.  Warren  moved  tlie  Second 
C-.rps  ilii-,.u._^Ii  tlir  "WiMrnu^s"  to  the  Oraiigi'  turn- 
pike, and  tlionce  to  li.>lKit-oii's  'r.iveiii.  wlure  the  rne- 
my"s  skirmishers  were  found  and,  soon  after,  dfivi-n  some 
distance  bv  a  bold  advance  of  Col.  Carroll's  First  l>ri- 
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gade — the  entire  corps  takiiii;-  position  in  line  of  battle. 
Kvvell's  strong  corps  was  in  its  front  :iim1  seemed  deter- 
mined to  dispute  the  fiirtlicr  progrc-s  of  our  forces. 
Misunderstandings  had  niennwhile  ari-en  regarding  the 
movements  of  the  Third  Corps  (Gen.  French),  Avhich 
bad  crossed  the  Rapidan  at  Jacob's  ^lill,  ^/est  of  Gernia- 
niaFord,  and  had  been  ordered  to  jni-li  forward  to  War- 
ren's support.  Staif  officers  being  sent  l>y  Gen.  Meade 
to  expedite  tlie  forward  niuvenient  of  this  corps,  Gen. 
Frencli  answered  that  a  force  was  T)eing  thrown  towards 
his  right  flank,  and  that  a  forward  movement  would  be 
hazardous.  Skii-mishing  and  some  lighting  ensued  with 
part  of  Ewell's  troops,  lasting  during  tlio  afternoon — 
the  day  being  lost  to  Gen.  Meade  by  the  failure  of  his 
plans  to  connect  the  wings  of  his  army. ''' 

It  was  not  until  the  succeeding  morning  (the  2Sth) 
that  Warren,  now  reinforced  by  tlie  Fir>t  and  Second 
Corps,  advanced  under  a  cold  and  p.Itii'g  rain  to  find 
that  the  enemy  had  withdrawn  to  tlieir  main  works 
along  Mine  Run.  Xo  operations  of  importance  trans- 
pired during  the  day,  the  Rebel  works  being  so  formid- 
able that  it  was  deemed  imprudent  to  attempt  a  direct 
assault.  It  was  determined,  instead,  that  the  Second 
Corps  should  turn  the  right  flank  ot"  llie  enemy,  and 
that  the  Fifth  and  Sixth  Corps  sh.>iil.i  attack  their 
left,  while  the  First  and  Tliird  wen/  designated  for  a 
demonstration  upon  their  centre.     Laie  in  the  night   the 

•  Gen.  Frenih,  commanding  the  Third  Corps,  in  :in  oillci.il  r-porr.  made  Janu- 
ary I2th,  ii-64,  -.lid  :  '•  On  the  niornint;  of  the  27th,  ti^c  hc.nd  i.f  my  column,  on  the 
inarch  to  Robfrt>'.irs  Tavern,  only  about  three  mile.-;  distint.  b<:c.ime  eng.-iced  with 
the  Rebels,  M  111' h  rc-iillcil  in  a  general  cn:^.vi;ement.  lasiin^  from  !ia!t-pa>t  two  tt> 
seven,  p.  M.         •         •         *         •  Ibis  b.ut'.e  (Or.m;;'.-  On.vci  t  pencd  the  road 

to  Robert-  ns  Ta\<rn.  My  ! -s  wa^  iiin.-  hundred  and  t'.fty.  i,'I'i.%:  ..nd  wounded. 
Ihe  cncn<y"»  lo^s  «  av,  muv;li  greater,  p.irt'i.u;..rly  in  oflitcrs  of  r.mk."' 
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Second  Corps  started  from  its  position,  marcliint?  back 
past  Robertson's  Tavern  ;  tlience  by  winding  roads  in  a 
southerly  direction,  to  a  point  near  Antioch  Church, 
which  was  reached  soon  after  daylight  of  the  ^Oth. 
Here  position  was  taken  across  and  south  of  the  Orange 
Plank  Road,  and  a  little  over  four  miles  by  bee-line  from 
Robertson's  Tavern,  though  the  route  taken  had  seemed 
twice  the  distance. 

This  movement  of  Gen.  AVarren  to  the  left  had  been 
made  with  the  intention  of  striking  the  enemy  suddenly 
on  his  right ;  but  the  latter  seemed  to  be  as  alert  as 
usual,  and  not  unprepared,  as  the  hastily  constructed 
intrenchments  confronting  our  forces,  and  halting  the 
advance,  plainly  evinced.  Three  additional  divisions 
from  the  Third  and  Sixth  Corps  were,  during  the  day, 
sent  to  reinforce  the  Second,  and  orders  were  issued  for 
an  advance  upon  the  enemy's  lines  at  eight  o'clock  the 
next  morning  (oOtli),  in  conjunction  with  simultaneous 
attacks  by  the  rest  of  the  army.  At  dawn,  Warren's 
now  strong  command  took  a  position  considerably  nearer 
the  enemy's  M'orks,  and  all  knapsacks  and  unnecessary 
articles  were  left  in  })iles — the  men  bracing  themselves 
for  the  expected  attack.  A  bugle-note  was  to  be  the 
signal  for  the  advance  of  the  line,  and  it  can  easily  be 
surmised  that  the  suspense  grew  almost  unbearable  as 
the  moments  slowly  passed.  The  Tenth  Battalion,  in 
its  capacity  as  provost  guard,  was  deployed  twenty 
paces  in  the  rear  of  its  division,  which  position  it  was 
to  retain  during  the  advance. 

Gen.  AVarreii,  however,  eventually  concluded  that  the 
attack  had  been  delayed  too  long,  giving  time  to  the 
enemy  which  tliey  had  busily  occupied  in  strengthening 
their  lines  with  men  and  guns,    making  their  position 


■!]••        '    '-<       .    t 


/,  ■  J     ■      ^    :   ..i    ;-. 


2o-2  Tin:  national  zouaves. 

seemingly  impregnable,  and  allhougli  signal  guns  for  the 
general  movement  ^vore  heard,  innnediately  followed 
by  cannonading  on  tlie  riglit,  lu-  dotovmined  to  desist 
from  Iris  intended  advance.  The  expectation  of  our 
soldiers  had  arisen  to  fever  heat,  Avlien  the  order  to 
stack  ai-ms  and  i-cst  vas  heard  ;  and,  wlicn  additional 
directions  were  afterwards  given,  to  build  fires  and  cook 
coffee,  no  more  welcome  orders  were  ever  obeyed  by 
any  troops — received  as  they  were  by  hungry,  tired  and 
half-frozen  divisions. 

It  was  the  writer's  experience,  during  four  years  of 
service,  to  participate  in  many  attacks  upon  strong 
positions,  and  to  experience  anxious  hours  awaiting 
orders  to  engage  the  enemy;  but  the  strain  upon  the 
mind  Avas  never  so  intense  and  prolonged  as  upon  this 
occasion.  Gen.  Haves'  division  had  a  good  opportunity 
to  view  the  ground  owv  which  they  expected  to  advance, 
by  mounting  the  embankment  of  a  {-artiy  graded  rail- 
road wliich  helped  tu  conceal  or,r  troops  from  the 
enemy,  and  each  man  seemed  to  ])e  estimating  how 
near  he  could  ai)pr.>aeh  to  the  enemy's  works  before 
the  storm  of  slieli,  grape  and  eani-ter  would  take  full 
effect  upon  his  regiment.  The  orders  were  to  advance 
at  "right  shoulder,"  with  no  halting  to  load  and  tire 
— the  lines  thus  to  be  kept  unbrukeu.  The  soldiers  of 
our  battalion  followe.l  the  example  i.f  a  nnijority  of 
the  division,  an.l  pinned  slips  ui'  paj.er  to  their  blankets 
with  llieir  names  inseribed,  so  that,  if  killed,  identifi- 
cation might  follow  ;  and  many  of  them  improved  the 
time,  whih'  awaiting-  the  liiial  .'i.l.-r.  t>i  write  >hort  let- 
ters limne,  ititru>t  in'.;  Uh  III  toea^'h  iihif  .>r  to  the  guards 
who  were  to  be  left  with  the  kna[i-aelvs  at  the  rear. 

Warren's  divisions  were  so«>u   afterwards  withdrawn 
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a  short  distance  further  back,  where  position  was  main- 
tained until  the  next  night,  Dec.  1st.  The  breastworks 
were  then  quietly  evacuated,  and,  after  a  swift  and 
fatiguing  night  march,  the  Second  Corps  recrossed  the 
Rapidan  at  nine,  a.m.,  of  the  next  day.  Soon  after,  the 
soldiers  of  the  Tenth  were  again  occupying  the  camp 
which  they  had  not  expected  to  again  see  when  they 
evacuated  it  a  week  previous.  The  log  houses  were 
still  standing,  and  only  needed  the  shelter  tent  roofs 
to  make  them  again  inhabitable. 

With  the  return  to  camp  ended  the  active  campaign- 
ing of  1863.  The  experience  of  the  year  had  been 
arduous,  and  most  varied,  and  our  battalion  had,  in  com- 
mon Avith  the  whole  army,  been  subjected  to  toilsome 
marches  and  severe  duties.  Its  work  as  provost  guard 
had  been,  as  a  rule,  ably  performed,  winning  praise 
from  both  division  and  corps  headquarters;  and  although 
the  casualties  in  battle  had  been  comparatively  few,  the 
strain  upon  the  endurance  of  both  otlicers  and  men  had 
been  as  severe  as  though  line  duty  had  been  performed. 
The  position  of  the  battalion  in  action,  always  directly 
in  rear  of  its  division,  subjected  it  to  damage  from 
artillery,  which  the  main  line  often  escaped  ;  while  its 
duties  upon  the  march,  as  has  been  before  remarked, 
were  far  from  agreeable.  Instances  had  also  occurred, 
as  upon  the  withdrawal  from  ]Mine  Run,  while  acting  as 
extreme  rear  guard,  avIumi  it  became  a  nuitter  of  care  to 
elude  the  enemy's  cavalry  Ijovering  on  tlie  tianks  and 
rear,  and  at  the  .^ame  time  force  our  tired  an<l  straggling 
soldiers  forward,  in  order  to  prevent  their  certain  cap- 
ture by  the  enemy. 

Very  few  <lrafted  men  had  been  assigned  to  the 
battalion,  and  the  number  present  for  duty  had  dimin- 
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isli>-d  to  less  than  one  hundred,  owing  to  casualties 
and  sickness.  It  was  therefore  determined  to  take  ad- 
vanta<ro  of  the  enlistments  Avhich  Avere  "being  made  by 
the  thousand  in  New  York  city,  and  recruit  the  com- 
mand to  as  near  the  ])roportions  of  a  regiment  as  pos- 
sibh'.  >runJ)ers  of  the  veterans,  Avhose  terms  of  service 
had  expired  during  the  past  year,  were  again  enlisting, 
and  the  opportunity  was  ripe  for  ohtaining  recruits 
inured  to  military  life  and  fully  i)repared  for  active 
service.  Maj.  Hopper  had  returned  to  his  command 
by  the  middle  of  January,  and,  on  the  19th,  he  again 
received  orders  to  proceed  to  New  York  city,  with 
Capts.  Field  and  Angi'll,  and  recruit  for  the  Tenth — 
Ca})t.  Dewey  still  remaining  in  command  of  the  bat- 
taliun. 

A  week  after,  an  or<ler  was  issued  by  Gen.  Hayes, 
relieving  the  Tenth  from  its  duties  as  Provost  Guard, 
and  assigning  it  to  the  Second  Brigade  (Col.  Thomas 
A.  STuyth's),  which  was  then  doing  outpost  duty  at 
Morton's  Ford,  on  the  Rapidan  River,  about  four  miles 
from  Stevensburgh.  The  prospect  of  a  change  of  duty 
seemed  to  please  all  in  the  battalion.  The  unpleasant 
features  of  provost  duty  had  been  but  po<irly  otfset  by 
the  so-called  independence  and  free<lom  from  drills  and 
].ickct  duty,  and  a  <letermination  was  manifested  by  the 
majority  to  make  this  <late  the  comnuncement  of  a 
new  era  for  the  Teutli.  The  change  of  camp  was  made 
<ni  tlie  2i]\.h  of  January,  grouTid  being  selected  at  the 
foot  of  "Stony  Mountain,'' a  small  emiiience  near  the 
:i';ipid:ui  ;  the  rest  of  tlu'  brii^ade  being  on  the  opposite 
siiU'  o!"  tlie  liill.  The  b:iti:ilion  imnirdi.itely  erected  log 
huts  and  Avas  soon  comfortably  liou.-ed. 

Tlic  order  providing  for  "veteran  furloughs"  was  at 
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this  time  exercising  the  minds  of  those  concerned  and 
causing  a  hegira  northward.  A  leave  of  absence  of  thirty 
davs  was  offered  by  the  War  Department  to  those  offi- 
cers and  men  whose  terms  of  service  expired  within  a 
few  months,  and  who  were  wiUing  to  re-enlist  now  for 
the  remainder  of  the  war.  Thousands  throughout  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  took  advantage  of  the  order, 
among  them  several  members  of  the  Tenth  who  had  en- 
listed in  the  summer  of  1861.  The  promulgation  of  this 
order  was  a  ^\^se  stroke  of  policy  on  the  part  of  the 
Government,  and  secured  the  services  of  an  army  of 
veterans  for  future  campaigns. 


PERIOD  II. 

MOETOn's    ford REORGAXIZATION THE    ARMY    CROSSES 

THE    R\PIDAX THE    WILDERXESS SPOTT- 

SYLVANIA COLD    HARBOR. 

Early  in  February  it  was  understood  that  most  of 
the  troops  in  the  vicinity  of  Richmond  had  been  sent  to 
reinforce  the  Rebel  army  under  Gen.  Pickett,  then  in 
Xorth  Carolina,  and  it  was  proposed  to  send  a  heavy 
force  of  cavalry  and  mounted  infantry  up  the  Peninsula 
and  endeavor  to  strike  the  comparatively  defenceless 
Confederate  capital.  This  movement  was  put  in  opera- 
tion by  Gen.  Butler,  in  command  of  that  department, 
but  amounted  to  imtliiug — the  force  withdrawing  upon 
meeting  resistance  at  liuLtom's  i)rid--.-,  on  the  Chicka- 
hominy.  To  distract  attention  from  tluse  operations, 
however,  and  in  order  to  cause  Gen.  Lee   to  draw  all 


236  THE    NATIONAL    ZOUAVES. 

his  reserves  from  RiclimonJ,  reconnoissances  in  force 
were  ordered  by  Gen.  Meade  across  the  fords  of  the 
Rapidan,  Trith  both  cavalry  and  infantry. 

At  ah  early  houi*  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  of  Feb- 
ruary, the  Second  Brigade  moved  out  upon  the  road 
and  met  the  balance  of  the  Third  Division  heading 
towards  Morton's  Ford,  but  a  mile  or  so  from  "  Stony 
Mountain."  The  Third  Brigade  held  the  advance,  and 
was  ordered  to  cross  the  river,  upon  the  opposite  side 
of  which  the  Rebel  pickets  were  posted.  Gen.  Hayes 
led  the  skirmishers  in  person,  and  in  less  time  than  could 
well  be  imagined  the  Third  Brigade — then  the  Second 
— then  the  First — had  forded  the  rai)id  river,  captured 
the  Rebel  pickets,  and  were  double-quicking  towards 
several  knolls  of  ground  about  half  a  mile  from  the 
river,  which,  once  gained,  Avould  afford  good  shelter, 
a  view  of  the  enemy's  strongly  fortified  lines,  and  yet 
command  the  ford — which  latter  precaution,  it  will  here- 
after be  seen,  was  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the 
troops  that  had  crossed.  Heavy  cannonadhig  was  now 
commenced  from  the  Rebel  works  ;  but  the  division 
gained  the  desired  i)osition,  and  advanced  its  skirmish- 
ers— a  battery  of  guns  soon  opening  from  the  opposite 
side  of  the  river  in  reply  to  the  Rebel  artillery.  Rain 
had  been  fallino"  since  daylight,  and  all  hands  were  very 
uncomf(jrtable  from  the  cold  drizzling. 

During  the  day,  advances  wrre  made  by  our  skir- 
mishers, and  considerable  ground  gained;  but  nothing 
of  consequence  transpired  from  either  of  the  lines  imtil 
towards  .lark,  whm  a  sti-on'j;  rr.liunn  was  pnshfd  from 
the  fiicmy's  left,  and  an  cndtuvor  inaae  to  tnrn  tlie 
right  of  Gen.  Hayes'  position  and  gain  ihe  fonl — thus 
cuttiuL'  the  division  oil  from  its  <uily  nuans  of  recrossing 
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the  river  at  this  point.  Tliis  movement  was  covered  by 
a  heavy  cannonading  from  the  enem^y's  works  and  an 
advance  by  their  skirmishers  on  all  sides,  but  the  bold 
attempt  was  completely  frustrated.  Col.  Carroll's  bri- 
gade, the  First,  composed  of  Western  trooj^s,  with 
the  l-ith  Connecticut  VoluntL-ers,  hastened  to  the  right 
and  met  the  enemy's  flanking  column,  driving  it  pell- 
mell  back  to  its  intrenchments,  with  but  comparatively 
slight  loss  on  our  part.  Col.  Powers,  of  the  lOSth  New 
York  Volunteers,  in  command  of  the  Second  Brigade^ 
ordered  an  advance  at  the  same  time,  and  the  10th 
and  108th  New  York  were  ordered  to  capture  a  house 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  the  front,  within  which  ihe 
enemy's  sharpshooters  had  been  ensconced.  This  was 
done  with  a  will,  tliough  the  rapi<lly  a})proaching  dark- 
ness made  tlie  movement  difficult.  The  command  of 
the  assault  dcvdlvid  upon  Capt.  Dewey,  and,  while 
chai'ging  into  tlie  grounds  suri-oundiiig  the  housf,  his 
horse  was  shot  under  him.  The  two  regiments  were  soon 
after  ordered  to  withdraw  to  the  main  line,  and  during 
the  night  the  division  recrosscd  the  river  with  the 
wounded  and  most  of  the  bodies  of  those  kilh'(l.  In 
this  engagement  our  battalion  had  two  or  three  men 
wounded.  Six  commissioned  otHcers  and  alioiit  seventy- 
five  men  were  engaged. 

The  Uth  Connecticut  V.dunti'Ci-s,  of  the  Secnd  Bri- 
gade, sutfcred  ■\nUv  heavily  in  killed  and  W(Mindc<l  dur- 
ing the  day  whihi  upon  the  skirmish  line,  and  in  the 
movement  against  the  tlanking  column — a  majority  <if 
"the  casualties  in  the  entire  'I'hird  l)ivi>~ion  bi'iiig  >;us- 
tained  l)y  tliis  rcgiineut.  Cai-t.  Tait.  of  the  Tenth,  had 
several  days  l.t  fui-c  been  ordc  r.d  to  a-smne  roinmand  >>\ 
the  1st  Delaware  Volunteers,  the  main  part  of  that  regi- 
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ment,  "with  most  of  its  officers,  having  left  the  array 
upon  the  re-enlistment  or  "  veteran "  furlough,  and  he 
held  this  command  during  the  action  of  the  Gth.  The 
stubborn  advance  and  fighting  of  the  Third  Division, 
with  the  skirmishing  at  other  fords  of  the  river,  had  the 
effect  intended  by  Gen.  ]Meade,  for  Gen.  Lee  immedi- 
ately ordered  his  remaining  reserves  at  Richmond  to 
hurry  to  the  Rapidan,  expecting  that  the  fine  weather 
had  induced  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  to  again  attempt 
a  general  advance. 

From  the  summit  of  Stony  IVEountain,  around  which 
the  Second  Brigade  was  encamped,  a  view  of  the  field  of 
operations  Avas  easily  had,  and  the  spot  was  occupied 
during  the  day  by  an  anxious  and  interested  party, 
among  whom  Avere  several  ladies  whose  relatives  were 
engaged  in  action  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river. 
These  ladies  afterwards  rendered  effective  service  in  the 
liospital  tents,  attending  the  wounded  who  were  brought 
from  the  field. 

An  order  had  been  issued  permitting  tlie  wives  of 
officers  to  visit  the  army,  and  our  rather  monotonous 
existence  was  materially  enlivened  by  tlieir  presence. 
The  camp  of  tlie  Tenth  wa<^  brightened  by  the  young 
and  versatile  wife  of  C'a])t.  Tait — Surg.  GesiuT  also  in- 
troducing his  wife,  whom  he  had  recently  married,  and 
these  ladies  lent  a  charm  to  cain]>  life  which  was  felt  by 
all  i)i  the  battalion.  The  ].restiice  of  so  many  of  the 
gentler  sex  throughout  the'  army  naturally  fost(>rc'd  a 
desire  for  entertainment  suitable  for  their  enjoynu-nt, 
and  impronqitu  card  j>artics  and  ilani-e>  at  ni;_'lit.  and 
horseback  rides  to  points  of  intcrot  duiin-  the  <lay. 
were  very  fre(jiicntly  indulgc<l  in.  The  olliccrs  of  the 
Second  Corps,  under  the  inspiration  of  their  fair  guests, 
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conceived  the  project  of  a  ball  upon  a  grand  scale,  and 
accordingly  a  huge  barnlike  hall  was  erected,  near  corps 
headquarters  ;  all  arrangements  made  for  a  grand  affair, 
including  invitations  to  military  and  civic  officers,  both 
in  Washington  and  throughout  the  army,  and,  on  the 
night  of  February  2:ld,  the  ball  took  place  with  consider- 
able eclat,  each  regiment  of  the  Second  Corps  being 
represented  by  officers,  accompanied  in  many  instances 
by  ladies.  The  decorations  were  appropriate  and  upon 
a  lavish  scale,  including  stacks  of  rifles,  brass  howitzers, 
shelter  tents  and  many  tattered  and  torn  regimental  flags 
and  guidons.  It  was  a  successful  experiment,  and  one 
long  remembered  by  those  who  enjoyed  the  unwonted 
and  therefore  more  highly  appreciated  opportunity  of 
thus  varying  the  sameness  of  life  in  winter  ipiarters. 

During  the  next  few  wxeks  great  changes  were  insti- 
tuted throughout  the  army.  Lieut. -Gen.  Grant,  imme- 
diately after  bt-iiig  invested  witli  his  new  rank,  Mas 
placed  by  the  President  in  coinmand  of  the  armies  of 
the  United  States,  and  he  announced  that  his  headquar- 
ters would  be  witli  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  until 
further  orders.  Later,  a  thorough  reorganization  of  tlic 
army  was  put  into  execution.  Two  corps  (the  First  and 
Third)  were  dissolved  and  nu-rged  into  the  remaining 
three,  the  Second,  Fifth  and  Sixth,  commanded  respec- 
tively by  Gens.  Hancock,  "Warren  and  Se.lgwick.  Tiie 
brigades  and  ili\  isiuns  in  these  ri-maining  corps  were  aN'> 
reorganized  an<l  consolidated,  adding  materially  to  the 
erticiency  of  the  army.* 

*  "  'llic:  throe  curiw  i  ..iiuir.in.lcrs,"  says  Swiiuoii,  "  were  men  of  a  hij-li  ordirr 
nf  ability,  though  >>f  vcr\-  .liversc  types  of  .;h.ir.-n.lcr.  H.incock  m.iy  be  ch:ir;n;tt.r- 
i.-oil  .IS  thr:  id^Ml  ,,r  :,  .  ,!,!irr.  CU'ed  with  :i  mn^ncti.r  pr<;-.;iue,  .in.l  a  Miju-ri'  por- 
sun.il  t;.ill.»nto-.  he  «..>  ..ue  of  those  lordly  Icad.-rs  wlio,  upon   the  actual   field   of 
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In  the  Second  Corps  the  order  directing  the  reoruaiii- 
zation  transferred  the  old  "bhie  trefoil"  division  bodily 
to  the  Second  Division,  and  the  Third  Division  and  a 
new  Fourth  Division  were  ori>anized  with  the  regiments 
of  the  Third  Corps,  wliich,  however,  adhered  generally 
thereafter  to  their  own  distinctive  and  memorable  '"'  dia- 
mond patch."  Gen.  Alexander  Hayes  was  transferred 
to  the  command  of  a  brigade  in  one  of  the  new  divisions, 
and,  in  a  farewell  order  to  his  old  command,  he  referred 
with  pathos  to  its  services  during  the  nine  months  ho 
had  been  at  its  head.     The  following  is  an  extract : 

"It  i3  trying  upon  the  soldier  to  part  witli  the  badge  associiitoil 
with  his  long  service,  and  to  see  furled  tlie  banner  under  whicli 
there  was  always  victory, — but  it  is  a  sacrifice  exacted  by  your 
country.  It  is  my  sincere  hope  and  expectation  that,  within  a  brief 
period  of  time,  '  the  old  division '  will  bo  reorganized,  and  the  blue 
trefoil  will  once  more  wave  over  you.  Until  then  your  banner  will 
be  sacredly  jireserved  and  restored  to  you.  or  oflierwisc  it  ^\\'\  !■<' 
deposited  where  it  will  be  a  memento  to  the  nation  of  your  tri- 
umphs and  >acrifices."' 

The  Tenth  Xew  York  Yolunteers  became  a  part  of 
the  Third  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Second  Corps,  and 
Col.  S.  S.  Carroll,  of  the  4th  Ohio  Volunteers,  assumed 
comnuxnd  of  the  brigade,  which  had  been  formed  by  the 
consolidation  of  tlie  former  First  and  Second  Brigades. 
The  remarkable  complexion  of  this  command  (it  Irjing 
composed  of  regiments  from  s^'veii  different  States), 
added  to  the  daring  of  its  tAvo  noted  kaders  and  its  own 


b.-ittle,  rule  the  he.irts  of  troops  with  ;i  potent  ami  iiresi>tihle  ni.istery.  A\',.rrvii, 
youn^;  in  the  ui.minaiHl  of  a  corp^,  owed  hi-;  promoli.m  t-  the  ^i','nal  proofs  he  had 
given,  tirst  as  hriijadler,  then  ns  chief  engineer,  and  latterlv  as  the  leuipnrary  com- 
mander ot  the  Second  Corps.  Sed-wick,  lone  the  honored  chief  of  the  Sixth  Corps, 
was  the  exemplar  of  soldierly  obeiliente  to  duty." 
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iron  qualities,  aftenvards  gave  it  a  reputation  second  to 
none  in  the  army.* 

Recruits  -were  mean-wliile  arriving  from  Xew  York 
fur  tliQ  Tenth,  and  two  additional  companies  were 
formed,  making  six  in  all.  The  new  arinvals  came  to  the 
field  in  tlie  regulation  fatigue  dress,  and  as  money,  time 
and  trouble  were  necessary  to  obtain  a  new  supply  of 
the  zouave  uniforms,  it  was  judged  best  to  abandon  the 
destinctive  mark  of  the  old  regiment  and  adopt  regula- 
tion clothing.  Some  of  the  veterans,  however,  clung  to 
fez  or  jacket  until  the  last  days  of  their  service.  The 
officers  still  retained  the  red  cap  and  light  blue  trousers 
with  red  stripe,  for  extra  occasions. 

The  following  ap{)ointments  and  promotions  of  com- 
missioneii  officers  took  place  in  the  battalion  : 

To  lieutenant-colonel  :  3Iaj.  Geo.  F.  Hopper. 

To  major  :  Anthony  S.  AVoods.f 

To  captains  :  First-Lieut.  O.  F.  Angell  ;  Joseph  La 
Fiuraf  and  Peter  Ilenry.f 

To  first-lieutenants  :  Sccond-Lieuts.  Frank  M.  Clark, 
and  E.  D.  Van  Winkle  and  William  IL  ^lonk.f 

To  second-lieutenant  :  Sergt.  George  Hackett,  of 
Company  B. 


•  The  regiments  of  the  brigade  were  the  loth  and  loSth  Xew  Vork,  14th  Con- 
necticut, ijth  Xew  Jersey,  i^t  Delaware,  7th  West  Virginia,  14th  Indiana  and  4th 
and  8th  Olii... 

♦  The  officers  whose  nani':-  are  marked  with  a  crcss  (+)  were  appointed  from 
civil  life.  Capt.  La  Finra,  however,  had  serveti  as  captain  in  the  ?d  Xew  Vork 
Volunteers,  and  Maj.  Woods  had  V'Ccn  a  memher  of  the  Stli  New  Vork  Militia  rei;i- 
ment  for  sixteen  years,  commanding  a  company  of  that  ret-inient  in  the  summer 
campaigns  of  1861-1-3.  For  his  irail.intry  in  the  f;rst  battle  of  Bull  Run,  Gen.  Wads- 
wirth,  of  Gen.  McDowelTs  staff,  wnnc  him  an  unsolicited  testiir.nnial,  in  which  he 
-.lid  :  "  I  witn';s>ed  the  manner  in  whi.;h  you  rallied  .-uch  of  your  regiment  as  you 
Could  induce  to  follow  you.  and  led  them  into  action  under  a  terribly  severe  lire.  I 
saw  no  orticer  more  freely  expose  himself  in  front  of  his  men." 

Iti 
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A  majority  of  the  men  received  as  recruits  were 
veterans,  a  number  having  served  in  the  original  Tenth, 
and  it  was  easy  to  find  able  non-commissioned  officers 
among  them.  A  rigid  system  of  drill  and  discipline  was 
put  into  operation,  the  results  soon  becoming  apparent. 
On  the  occasion  of  a  review  by  the  division  commander, 
he  paid  an  especial  compliment  to  Capt.  Dewey,  in  the 
presence  of  the  field  and  staff  of  the  brigade,  for  the  ex- 
cellent appearance  and  steady  marching  of  his  command. 
Since  the  return  of  the  battalion  to  line  duty,  Capt. 
Dewey,  ably  assisted  by  the  veteran  officers,  had  labored 
faithfully  to  insure  discipline  and  all  soldierly  attain- 
ments, and,  at  a  meeting  of  the  officers,  shortly  after  the 
reorganization  of  the  brigade,  they  tendered  him  a  vote 
of  thanks  for  his  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  battalion  and 
his  uniform  courtesy  to  the  officers  and  men. 

Adjt.  Cowtan  had  volunteered  to  act  as  regimental 
quartermaster  upon  the  capture  of  Lieut.  Wilcox  in  the 
preceding  fall,  and  he  served  in  that  capacity,  in  addi- 
tion to  his  other  duties,  until  the  latter  part  of  1804. 
Corp.  Underbill  J.  Covert  was  appointed  sergeant-major 
soon  after  the  battalion  was  relieved  from  provost  duty. 
and  George  F.  Brown  was  promoted  to  the  position  of 
quartermaster-sergeant. 

The  camp  at  Stony  :Mountain  was  associated  with 
incidents  which  indelibly  impressed  themselves  upon 
the  minds  of  the  soldiers  of  the  Tenth.  The  balmy  Vir- 
ginia spring  brought  odorous  and  health-giving  breezes, 
infusing  life  and  energy  into  the  bodies  of  all,  and  gave 
nights  which  Avere  enjoyable.  Fronting  the  headquarter 
tents  was  a  suiuuth  level  uf  grus>,  an.l  this  was  tlie  scene 
of  occasional  impromptu  dances  and  niootdight  collations. 
manv  of  the  officers  and  men  of  tlie  brigade  joining  the 
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Tenth  in  these  pleasant  little  episodes.  As  a  rule,  friend- 
ships formed  in  the  field  were  lasting.  The  traits  of  a 
man's  character,  whether  good  or  bad,  were  certain  to 
discover  themselves  in  camp  life  and  intercourse  ;  and, 
if  there  was  an  atom  of  occult  selfishness  in  a  soldier's 
composition,  it  was  cpiick  to  make  itself  apparent — thus 
affording  an  insight  into  one's  characteristics  which  was 
hardly  attainable  elsewhere.  To  this  fact  may  partly  be 
attributed  the  firmness  of  the  links  which  have  bound 
comrades  of  army  experience  to  each  other  for  years 
after  resuming  civil  life.  The  brotherliood  formed  at 
this  camp  between  the  Tenth  and  other  regiments  of  the 
brigade,  notably  the  14:th  Connecticut,  outlive<l  the 
stormy  period  of  Avar,  and  still  exists  to  a  considerable 
extent.  The  1-ith  and  10th  became  almost  as  one  com- 
mand in  their  intercourse  in  camp  and  on  the  ma)-ch,  and 
the  heavy  losses  sustained  by  the  gallant  New  England 
regiment  were  felt  almost  as  keenly  by  our  battalion  as 
though  we  ourselves  had  suffered. 

Grand  reviews  of  the  various  corps  were  ordered  dur- 
ing the  spring,  and,  with  their  respective  trains  of  artil- 
lery, wagons  and  ambulances,  they  were  successively 
inspected,  showing  an  army  magnificent  in  material, 
splendidly  equipjx'd  and  approximating  to  ninety  thous- 
and men.  Meanwliilc  Gen.  Grant's  plan  of  a  combined 
movement  against  Kichmond  had  been  well  perfected. 
As  part  of  his  general  programme,  he  intended  to  marcli 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  past  the  strong  positions  lield 
by  Gen.  Lee  along  the  Rapidan  and  ^line  Run,  and  turn 
his  right  flank — thus  c<»mi>elling  the  Rebel  army  to  leavi- 
both  its  strong  intrcnchmonts,  and  the  unfavorable  light- 
ing ground  known  as  the  '"  Wildernt.ss."  Instructions 
<-omprehending  or  looking  to  this  resuh  were  given  t«> 
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the  various  corps  commanders  ;  but,  as  events  proved^ 
the  Rebel  general  concluded  to  resist  the  progress  of 
our  army  past  his  front,  and  tliis  brought  on  the  bloody 
battles  of  the  Wilderness  and  Spottsylvania.  Gen. 
Grant  being  unexpectedly  assailed  at  the  outset  liad  no 
alternative  but  to  fight.  The  advantages  in  these  fierce 
battles,  aside  from  numbers,  unquestionably  rested  with 
the  Rebels,  owing  both  to  their  knowledge  of  the  intri- 
cate wood  roads  through  this  sparsely  inhabited  section, 
and  their  ability  to  occupy  easily  defended  positions 
when  circumstances  demanded. 

On  May  P>d,  orders  were  promulgated  throughout  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  directing  each  corps  to  prepare 
to  march.  Most  of  the  extra  baggage,  &e.,  had  before 
this  been  sent  to  the  depots  for  removal,  and  the  wagon 
trains  reduced  to  the  lowest  minimum  ;  each  regiment 
was  restricted  to  o/)e  u:t>;/oi),  when  ]iossible,  in  which  offi- 
cers' baggage  and  the  headquarter  tents  were  to  be  car- 
ried— the  wagons  forming  one  long  train  in  the  rear  of 
each  corps  when  upon  the  march.  The  Tenth  New  York 
Volunteers  received  the  final  order  while  on  parade,  and 
preparations  were  immediately  made  for  the  movement. 
Tents  were  struck,  and  the  battalion  moved  out  upon 
the  road  about  eleven,  v.  m.,  joining  the  rest  of  the  bri- 
gade, with  orders  to  meet  the  division  near  Stevensburgh. 
The  strength  of  the  Tenth,  under  arms,  was  now  lu  offi- 
cers and  about  ii50  enlisted  men.* 

•  M.iy  3d.  the  Second  Corps  niinibereil  brtwecn  j),txxj  aiul  3o.'xx)  offi.rrs  .-inii 
men  for  duty— embracing  84  re-imrnts  of  infantry,  in  11  t'ri.;at!f^  and  4  divisions. 
NVith  t!/i>  r-rre  was  .-i  brigade  ..f  arti!l.;ry,  o..„sist.n«  ..f  9  battc-ries.  Gen.  r.iirnsi.ic 
with  his  Ninth  Corps  liatl.  a  lew  ilays  previous  to  the  movement,  joined  the  Army 
nf  the  Potomac,  but  the  formal  incorp<:rati<-.n  therewith  was  postponed  till  after  the 
pjissa-c  of  the  kapidan.  1  his  at.;cssion  rai-ed  the  ti^htin^- streni;th  of  li.e  army  to. 
considerably  more  than  100,000  men. 
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The  events  of  this  march  towards  the  Rebel  lines — 
forerunner  of  the  most  arduous  and  ]>rotracted  campaign 
recorded  by  any  of  our  armies — need  not  be  dwelt  upon 
at  length.  The  crossing  of  the  Rapidan  was  effected 
without  resistance  on  the  4th  of  May,  and  that  night  the 
Second  Corps  l.ivMuackt.d  on  thu  battlefield  of  Chancel- 
lorsville.  Companies  A  and  D,  of  the  Tenth,  conmianded 
by  Lieut.  F.  M.  Clark  and  Capt.  O.  F.  Angell,  were  or- 
ilered  upon  picket  duty  and  passed  the  night  in  watch- 
ful vigilance  among  the  half-covered  skeletons  of  those 
who  had  fallen  a  year  before  in  the  bloody  struggle 
fought  under  Gen.  Hooker. 

On  the  oth,  after  marching  to  the  neighborhood  of 
Todd's  Tavern,  on  the  road  to  Shady  Grove  Church,  the 
corps  was  hurried  ])ack  in  the  afternoon  to  a  })osition  on 
the  IJrock  Road,  at  its  intersection  with  the  Orange  plank  • 
road,  in  order  to  coumct  with  the  Fifth  Corps,  which,  with 
the  Si.vth,  had  bc-cn  doperately  assailed  by  the  enemy. 
Here  Gen.  Birney's  division  (Third)  Avas  engaged  ere  the 
bloody  work  of  the  day  was  ended,  attacking  the  enemy 
in  conjunction  with  Getty's  division  of  the  Sixth  Corps. 

Gen.  Alexander  Hayes,  at  the  head  of  one  of  Birnt-y's 
brigades,  was  instantly  killed  whiU^  directing  atVairs  on 
the  skirmish  line  during  the  evening.  The  news  of  his 
death  was  received  with  sorrow  by  tiie  otHcers  and  nu-n 
of  the  Tenth,  its  veterans  haviiiu  learned  To  love  hiiu  for 
his  dashing  impetuosity  and  cliivalric  example  wliile  in 
<-ommand  of  the  old  Third  Division.  H.'  died  as  he 
jirobably  tnost  <li'sire.l,  "in  harness,"'  but  too  soon  to 
witnevs.  as  he  -eeiiied  to  antieij.at,,  the  blue  trefoil  again 
th.ating  over  his  old  soldier>.-' 

•  The  following  is  a  stiMV  cxtr.i.-t  frun  .1  new  griper  :  "  It  m.ny  ).c  intereslins; 
to  know  the  sute  of  Gen.  H:.yeV  tiious;his  ;uid  tccliiii,-^  ji.>t  l.cl-.rc  ciUtring  upon 
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At  half-past  four,  p.  m.,  Carroll's  brigade  advanced 
into  the  Avoods  on  the  right  of  the  plauk  road,  to  tli<' 
support  of  Getty's  right,  and,  a  few  minutes  later. 
Owen's  brigade,  of  Gibbons'  division,  was  ordered  into 
action  in  support  of  Gen.  Getty,  on  the  right  and  left  of 
the  Orange  plank  road.  The  section  of  Rickett's  Bat- 
tery which  moved  down  the  plank  road  towards  Parker's 
store  when  Birney  and  Getty  attacked,  suffered  severely 
in  men  and  horses.  It  was  captured  at  one  time  during 
the  fight,  but  was  retaken  by  detachments  from  the  14th 
Indiana  and  8th  Ohio  Volunteers,  of  Carroll's  brigade, 
which  regiments  had  been  ordered  to  its  relief.  Col. 
Carroll  himself  was  wounded  in  the  arm  this  afternoon. 
The  main  part  of  the  brigade  sutfered  no  loss  of  import- 
ance, not  becoming  directly  engaged,  and,  after  dark,  and 
upon  the  cessation  of  the  combat,  bivouacked  in  the  thick 
woods  and  upon  the  ground  which  had  been  fought  over. 
No  fires  were  allowed — the  tAvo  opposing  lines  being 
almost  in  contact — and  the  time  was  passed  restlessly 
by  all,  the  glimmering  dawn  bringing  relief,  although 

that  desperate  contlict  in  the  WllderiK-s  where  he  Ir.st  hi^  Hfe.      Tu  ;i  letter  written 
upon  the  moriiin-  on  which  the  march  commenced,  he  say.-.:     'This  morning  was 

beautiful,  for 

'  Lightly  and  hrij^htly  shone  the  sun. 
As  if  the  morn  w.ts  a  jocund  one.' 

"  '.Mthoush  we  were  anticipatins;  to  march  at  ei-ht  o'clock,  it  might  h.^ve  been 
nn  appropriate  harbin,i;cr  of  the  day  of  the  regeneration  of  mankind;  but  it  only 
brought  to  remembrance,  through  the  throats  of  m.uiy  bugles,  that  duty  enjoined 
upon  each  one.  perhaps,  before  the  scttinij  sun.  to  lay  down  a  life  for  his  country." 

Swinton,  p.  425:  "A  little  pa-t  four  o'clock,  the  att.ackon  Hill  w.is  opened  by 
Getty's  command  (of  the  Sixth  Corps'*.  His  troops  encountere.l  the  enemy  in  .-» 
line  of  battle,  not  intrenched,  about  three  hundred  p.ices  in  front  of  the  Brock 
Road,  and  immediately  became  hotly  en-.nced.  Hut,  .is  it  was  soon  manifest  that 
the  Confederates  were  present  in  heavy  force,  Hancock  adv.iiiccd  his  own  corps. 
The  fight  at  once  grew  very  fierce,  the  opposing:  forces  bein^,'  exceedingly  close,  and 
the  musketry  continuous  and  deadly  along  the  whole  line." 
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orders  had  been  circulated  for  a  general  advance  at  live 
o'clock.* 

The  region  of  the  Wilderness,  in  which  two  mighty 
armies  were  now  bivouacking  or  assuming  positions,  in 
preparation  for  a  struggle  on  the  morrow,  was  a  broken, 
sterile  tract  of  country,  intersected  in  every  direction  by 
gullies  and  ravines.  "The  region  rests  on  a  belt  of  min- 
ei"al  rocks,  and,  for  above  a  hundred  years,  extensive 
mining  has  been  carried  on.  To  feed  the  mines,  the  tim- 
ber of  the  country,  for  many  miles  around,  had  been  cut 
down,  and  in  its  place  there  had  arisen  a  dense  under- 
growth of  low-limbed  and  scraggy  pines,  stiff  and  bristly 
chinkapins,  scrub-oaks  and  hazel."  f 

The  roads  traversing  this  Tincanny  section  were  gene- 
rally a  mere  labyrinth  of  straggling  paths,  impracticable 
for  wagons,  and  converted  into  quagmires  by  rain.  The 
whole  tract  was  almost  without  inliabitants  :  liere  and 
there,  at  the  intersections  of  the  roads,  there  being  a 
tavern  or  store,  witli.  perhaps,  a  few  rude  dwellings 
grouped  around.  Manceuvering  of  troops  was  practi- 
cally impossible,  and  it  was  necessary  to  give  directions 
by  a  point  of  the  compass.  It  can  readily  be  seen  that 
neither  artillery  nor  cavalry  could  be  brought  into  play 
on  this  ground,  and  the  veteran  batteries  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac  stood  sj^rimlv  silent,  onlv  an  occasional 


*  Confederate  lien.  Wiloox.  in  "Annal>  of  the  War  :  "  "  It  seemed  almost  im- 
possible to  realize  that  so  tierce  a  battle  lia.i  been  t'ought  and  terminating  onl\-  two 
hours  before,  or  that  so  many  armed  men  were  l\  inj;  almost  within  reach,  ready  to 
spring  forward  at  early  dawn  to  renew  the  bloody  work.  At  an  early  hour  of  the 
night,  after  the  battle  was  over.  Col.  Baldwin,  of  the  ist  .Ma>sachusetts  Regiment, 
stepped  a  short  di-.tance  to  the  front  to  cret  a  drink-  of  water  from  .i  stream  i;iiite 
near,  and  f.und  hiinself  in  the  midst  of  Confederates  and  a  prisoner.  Col.  David- 
■->n.  7th  North  Car.'.ina  Roslmeiit,  became  a  prisoner  to  the  Union  forces  in  the 
-anie  manner,  and  near  the  r.ame  place." 

t  Swinton. 
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section  or  piece  being  used,  on  the  roadsides.  But  for 
hours,  tluriiig  the  two  days  of  battle,  there  came  from 
these  dark  woods  the  steady  rattle  and  roll  of  musketry, 
telling  the  story  of  the  dread  scenes  enacted  by  the  in- 
visible armies  in  the  tangled  brush,  where  it  was  impos- 
sible for  a  brigade  commander  to  see  his  line  of  battle. 

At  five,  A.  M.,  of  the  0th,  the  Second  Corps  advanced 
against  the  enemy's  lines.  Gen.  Hancock  had  placed 
Gen.  Birney  in  command  of  the  right,  consisting  of  the 
Third  and  Fourth  Divisions  and  Getty's  division  of  the 
Sixth  Corps^  while  Gen.  Gibbon  commanded  the  left. 
composed  of  the  First  and  Second  Divisions.  Birney 
moved  to  the  attack,  while  Carroll's  and  O.wen's  bri- 
gades, of  the  Sec(^nd  Division,  followed  in  his  support. 
The  advance  of  Carroll's  brigade  was  made  in  two  lines, 
and  throngh  a  dense  thicket  and  ravine,  greatly  disar- 
ranging the  ranks.  The  Tenth  Xew  York  was  on  the 
right  of  the  advance  line,  the  12th  Xew  Jersey  joining 
it  on  the  left.  Just  after  clearing  the  thicket,  James 
Langstaff,  of  Company  D,  was  wounded  by  a  fragment 
of  a  shell  from  the  enemy.  He  was  tlie  only  man  of  the 
battalion  known  to  be  injured  by  artillery  tire  during 
the  day.^  The  brigade  now  changed  its  course  to  the 
left  until  the  Orange  plank  road  was  crossed,  wlu-n  the 
order,  "■  By  the  right  Hank,''  was  gi\cii,  and  it  moved  for- 
ward some  distance,  still  oiivclojK'd  by  thick  woods, 
crossing  at  intervals  rouLrli  bri'astwork-  from  which  tlie 
enemy  had  evidentl}-  btn-n  driven.  Then  a  halt  was 
m:ide.  Berdan's  Sharp>houters  had  aeted  as  skirmishers 
on  Birney's  front,  and  >everal  of  the>e  were  now  falling 
back  U])on  our  line,  ririiig  as  tliey  vt'trealed.  ]^>ullets 
"zipped*^  over  and  iki-I  us  tr<.>ni  the  fr.>iit,  and  ase>litar\- 
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roiind  shot  ricocheted  along  the  ground,  its  force  al- 
most :*pent. 

Bh-ney's  divisions,  with  Wa(l^s^vorth's  division  of  the 
Fifth  Corps  on  the  right  of  the  plank  road,  had  driven 
the  euemy  from  the  positions  held  in  these  woods  and  on 
the  road,  and  both  Heth's  and  AVilcox's  divisions,  of  Hill's 
corps,  had  been  broken  and  forced  pell-mell  to  the  rear. 
According  to  Swinton,  they  were  driven  a  great  distance 
through  the  wootis  with  heavy  loss,  and  back  on  the  trains 
and  artiller\-  and  the  Confederate  headqnarteis.  Sv/intoii 
says  :  "I  use  here  no  stronger  language  than  that  em- 
ployed by  Gen.  Longstreet,  in  a  description  he  gave  me 
of  the  situation  of  affairs  at  the  moment  of  his  arrival." 
Gen.  KirkLuid,  then  in  command  of  one  of  Ileth's  l>ri- 
gades,  has  used  equally  emphatic  language  in  describing 
the  rout,,  while  conversing  with  the  writer  of  this  vol- 
ume. Our  lines,  which  were  so  close  to  his  as  to  almost 
preclude  the  posting  of  pickets,  suddenly  biirst  u])on  lii^ 
brigade  while  they  were  throwing  up  a  protecting  breast- 
work of  rails  and  other  light  stuff,  and  "walked  over 
them  as  though  they  had  been  twigs,"  forcing  them  back 
in  utter  confusion.  Fortunately  for  Gen.  Lee,  Kershaw's 
division,  of  Longstreet's  corjts,  came  tip  at  the  crisis  of 
the  retreat  and  promptly  formed  .in  lint-,  followed  by 
Field's  division,  making  a  determined  stand  against  the 
faither  advance  of  Hancock.* 

It  was  this  new  line  that   met   Carroll's  bri'j;ade  and 


*Gen.  WIIoo.x.  in  "Annals  of  the  War,"  says,  in  substance,  that  his  own  an. 
Heth'sdiviiionN,  which  had  fought  stoutly  on  the  5th,  wore,  uurin;.;  the  ni^ht.lyin. 
in  an  irrcijaljr  and  broken  line  or  sleeping  in  the  rear  witliout  rei;arJ  to  order,  ex 
prcun- :o  he  relieveU  by  .\n(iersun"s  division  and  I.on^strcets  corps,  and  that  when 
atdayiit;lvc.  pioneers  came  vviili  axes,  >paaes,  Ac.  to  construct  works,  the  c»em\ 
wenc  found  Co  bo  too  close  to  iierniit  their  use.  The  failure  to  rearran.;c  the  im< 
and  the  dctiy  in  thff  arrival  of  the  rcintorcenients  was  near  proving  ratal  to  tin 
CcnfedcntCcs. 
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checked  its  forward  movement  by  a  counter  advance 
which  proved  an  evident  intention  of  regaining  the 
ground  lost  if  possible.  Birney's  divisions,  in  their  rapid 
advance,  had  left  a  wide  gap  east  of  the  plank  road. 
This  had  apparently  attracted  the  attention  of  the  ene- 
my and  invited  an  aggressive  movement  Avhieh  was  un- 
obstructed, save  by  skirmishers,  until  they  suddenly  came 
upon  the  Third  Brigade,  which  had  been  opportunely 
thrust  into  the  gap. 

At  the  first  warning  of  attack  given  by  the  incoming 
skirmishers,  Capt.  Dewey,  in  command  of  the  Tenth,  di- 
rected the  two  right  companies,  A  and  D,  to  swing  around 
to  protect  the  right  Hank — the  battalion  being  uncon- 
nected with  any  command  in  that  direction.  Lieut. 
Clark  and  Capt.  Angell  obeyed  the  order,  and  a  volley 
at  that  instant  rattled  from  right  to  left  of  the  battalion 
into  the  advancing  line  of  the  enemy,  immediately  an- 
swered by  a  return  fire  which  killed  and  woumled  several 
of  the  battalion.  Company  E,  Capt.  La  Fiura,  in  posi- 
tion next  to  the  left  of  the  line,  was  composed  mainly  of 
the  latest  i-ecruits,  including  a  number  of  Frenchmen, 
and  several  of  these  broke  to  the  rear  to  reload.  History 
has  showni  numberless  cases  where  serious  panics  have 
occurred  among  troops  from  just  such  trivial  causes,  and 
this  action  of  a  few  recruits,  ignorant  yet  of  our  lan- 
guage, caused  a  backward  movement  of  the  battalion, 
company  by  company,  similar  to  tlie  fall  of  a  row  of 
bricks.  But  Color-Sergt.  Edwar«l  Harrison  ruslicd  im- 
mediately to  the  front,  aceom])airu'd  by  tin.'  color-guard, 
Capt.  Dewry,  the  adjutant  aii<l  scvcr;il  ..tliiT  otriccrs,  and 
the  efTecr  was  electrical.  'I'lic  l-;ittalit»n  was  a --.i in  as  oik- 
man,  advanced  several  rods  from  its  tirst  position  and 
from  the  rest  of  the  l)rifrade,  and  engaged  in  a  desperate 
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Struggle  to  hold  its  ground.  Probably  sixty  men  fell  at 
this  point.  Second-Lieut.  George  Hackett  received  a 
wound  in  his  right  arm,  causing  its  loss,  Capt.  Angell  and 
Lieut.-  Clark  were  slightly  injured,  and  a  majority  of 
the  orderly-sergeants  were  either  killed  or  Avounded. 
Color-Sergt.  Harrison  received  bullets  through  his  uni- 
form and  accoutrements,  but  escaped  unhurt.  All  of  the 
color-guanl  were  wounded,  and  the  flag  itself  was  per- 
forated with  bullets  and  stained  with  the  blood  of  its 
brave  defenders. 

Meanwhile  our  entire  l)rigade  had  become  engaged, 
ami  the  tormoil,  smoke  and  flame  of  battle  reached  from 
riglit  to  left  of  Col.  Carroll's  line,  while  other  jiortions 
of  Hancock'^s  line  were  evidently  also  engaged.  The 
density  of  the  woods  allowed  of  close  action  and  but  a 
fe\r  yards  intervened  between  the  contestants,  although 
it  was  seldom  that  the  enemy  could  be  discerned,  owing 
probably  to  tlie  indistinguishable  color  of  their  uniforms 
amid  the  trees  and  thickets.  The  ranks  of  our  battalion 
were  thinning  rapidly,  and  there  was  apjtarently  no 
chance  for  an  advance  beyond  our  present  position  Avith 
the  force  at  the  disposal  of  Col.  Carroll.  The  Tenth 
gradually  drew  back  to  its  original  place  on  the  right 
of  the  brigade,  the  fire  of  the  enemy  seeming  to  slacken, 
and  their  advance  having  l)een  turned  into  a  nicre  at- 
tempt to  retain  their  position. 

Although  a  lull  had  taken  place  in  the  main  eontlict 
iu  front  of  the  Second  Corjis,  tiring  was  sharply  con- 
tinued VK'tvTfen  our  own  ])rigaile  and  the  enemy,  wlio 
seeme<l  to  be  tirmly  e>tal>li>]ied  in  the  woods  and  slill 
anxious  to  retrieve  the  defeat  ut  the  e;irly  morning.  At 
times  this  musketry  tin'  grew  .savage  in  its  character,  and 
wastooseveretoallowof  bringing  in  those  of  the  wounded 


■■,.<:  \  -,1'      l' 


(I-,  ;  ». 


,U    - 


2ry2.  THE    NATIONAL    ZOUAVES. 

who  still  Lty  on  the  line  of  tlie  battalion's  advanoL'<l  posi- 
t  ion.  Capts.  Dewey  and  Tait  Avere  Loth  severely  wounded 
in  this  portion  of  the  engagement,  and  Sergt.  John  Tur- 
ner, of  Company  C.  was  among  the  killed.  Capt.  Angell 
succeetled  to  the  command  of  the  battalion.  Firing 
^oou  acjain  greM'  heavy  along  portions  of  the  line  on 
our  right  and  left.  According  to  Swinton,  Hancock's 
atlvanee  was  resumed  at  about  nine,  a.  m.,  to  meet  a 
bitter  opposition,  and,  although  furious  lighting  took 
place^he  gained  nothing.  All  of  Longstreet's  and  Hill's 
divisions  were  now  upon  the  field  and  facing  the  Second 
and  Fifth  Corps,  while  Ewell's  corps  still  retained  its 
position  fronting  the  right  of  our  army.  Our  own  bri- 
<p:ule  was  meanwhile  being  supplied  with  fresh  ammuni- 
tion,, in  anticip;ition  of  a  renewal  of  the  struggle  for  the 
possession  of  the  forest  in  which  death  had  already 
reaped  a  rich  harvest. 

llie  atmosphere  of  the  woods  was  now  thick  and 
Iieavy  ^-ith  sulphurous  smoke.  There  seemed  not  wiii.l 
<?noagh  to  raise  the  dense  shruud  which  clung  to  our 
lines.  Of  the  struggle  along  the  front  o'f  other  divisions 
we  really  knew  nothing.  The  continuous  rack  of  mus- 
ketry— the  excitement — the  cheers  of  our  own  brigade — 
the  sometimes  sharp  and  again  sullen  yells  of  the  ene- 
my— all  this  haj)i»ening  in  our  own  immediate  vicinity, 
had  deadened  our  senses  to  the  fact  that  we  were  n<jt 
alone  engtige.l,  but  that  tlu'  entire  Army  of  tlu'  l*otomac 
was  in  the  throes  of  coml)at  with  its  hereditary  antago- 
nist. A  glance  to  tlie  riglit  and  rear  of  our  battalion  and 
wo  could  s,>e  \\\c  dusty  plauk  mad,  along  which,  as  far 
as  the  eye  could  reach,  moved  a  procession  of  wouuded, 
borne  on  blankets  and  stretciiers— wearing  n..t.  only  the 
Trefoil  badge,  but  the  crosses  of  the  Fifth  and  Sixth  Corps. 
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It  was  about  eleven  o'clock,  when  the  rattle  of  mus- 
ketry on  the  left  and  towards  the  rear  demanded  an  in- 
stantaneous cliantre  of  front  to  the  left,  and  Col.  Carroll 
disposed  his  brigade  in  a  position  parallel  to  the  plank 
road  to  meet  the  advance  of  Gen.  Longstreet,*  who  had 
tamed  the  left  tlank  of  the  Fonrth  Division,  doubling 
it  up,  and  driving  its  regiments  towards  the  rear  of  cnir 
brigade.  For  nearly  an  hour  the  several  regimental  colors 
of  CoL  CarrolL  surrounded  by  groups  of  ofHcers  and  men^ 
■waved  in  the  faces  of  the  enemy  in  this  new  position  ;  but 
nnrabersat  length  proved  superior  to  unquestioned  devo- 
tion and  daring,  and  the  Third  Brigade  moved  sullenly 
through  the  woods  to  the  Orange  Road,  contesting  the 
ground  as  they  retreated. -f- 

A  strong  line  of  breastworks  had  been  erected  during 
the  night  and  morning  along  the  Brock  Road,  which  ran 
at  right  angles  with  the  plank  road  leading  towards 
Orange  Court  Hoiist-,  and  these  works  were  now  manned 
by  the  Second  Corps;  Carroll's  brigade,  ])ossibly  because 
of  its  rough  morning's  work,  being  drawn  up  in  reserve, 
north  of  the  road.  .Stragglers,  and  those  who  iiad  accom- 
panied the  wwmded  to  the  rear,  rapidly  joined  their  regi- 
ments ;  tires  were  built,  and  the  majority  indulged  in 
that  comfort  of  the  soldier — coffee.  Nothing  had  been 
eaten  of  any  account  since  the  previous  day,  and  the 
conffict    and    horrors    experienced    in    the   battle-swept 


•  He  w.Ts  wounded  in  thii  attack. 

+  Swintc>n,  p.  43J :  "  The  attack  first  fell  on  the  left  of  the  advanced  line,  held 
by  the  brigade  of  Frink.  This  force  Loncstreet's  troops  fairly  overran,  and,  brush- 
ing itavv.iy.  they  struck  t!ie  Wh  of  .Mott's  division,  which  was  in  turn  swept  hack 
n  confusi,  n,  and  thou.i:fi  Han  jnck  cnd..-.iV(.r<d,  !.v  swi.icin^  b.uk  his  left  and  form- 
at line-alone  the  plank  road,  to  secure  tht  advanced  position  still  held  by  his  rifiit. 
t  w,»»  found  iinjnis.sihle  to  do  so,  and  he  had  to  content  himself  witli  r.dlvlii.,;  and 
reforming;  the  troops  on  the  orlt;inal  line  alon^  tiie  lirock  Koad,  from  which  tlicy 
Hail  advanced  in  the  moriiini;." 
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w-of'ds  had  not  robbed  any  one  of  his  appetite.  Around 
everv-  little  iire  wore  groups  of  soldiers,  varying  the 
uc^-npation  of  coffee  boiling  with  the  narration  of  inci- 
tleiits  wJtieli  had  happened  during  the  morning,  and  e\"- 
pres-jions  of  sympathy  for  those  who  had  fallen. 

At  about  four,  p.  m.,  the  attack  of  Longstreet's  corps, 
commanded  by  Gen.  Lee  in  person,  began  upon  the 
front  of  the  Set^ond  Corps.  Advancing  over  the  ground 
so  bloodily  contested  during  the  morning,  the  veterans 
of  half  a  hundred  fields  pressed  through  the  thick  woods, 
trampiing-thel>odies  of  the  dead  and  dying  beneath  their 
rapid  }ieels>  and,  in  spite  of  a  continuous  tire  from  parts 
<>f  the  Third  and  Fourth  Divisions  behind  the  breast- 
works^ and  the  well-directed  cannonade  from  a  section  of 
DoVs  Batterj',  posted  where  the  two  roads  crossed,  the 
Rebel  regiments  forced  the  abattis  of  fallen  trees,  plant- 
i;;g  their  Southern  cross  on  the  lieavy  works.  The  crisis 
b;fd  come;  the  men  in  the  breastworks  were  but  flesh  and 
b!o(.d»  and  could  not  withstand  tlie  tremendous  impulse 
of  the  Rebel  advance.  They  hesitated,  and  then  sought 
shelter  lyehind  »  second  and  lesser  line  of  works,  a  few 
\-:trib>  to  the  rear.  Gen.  Hancock,  Gen.  Birney  and  Col. 
<_'arp>l{  are  at  the  crossing  of  the  two  roads,  almost  within 
rettehing  distance  of  tlu-  foremost  of  the  Rebels,  who 
have  gained  the  iutrenrhments.  Gen.  Birney  say.s  hur- 
riedly: '■'"Carro-ll,  you  must  put  your  brigade  in  and  drive 
the  enemy  back,"  The  sonorous  command  of  the  gallant 
colonel  is  heard  an  instant  afterwards,  and  in  (piick  re- 
sponse theTliinl  iJrigade  sj)rings  to  its  feet,  moves  fn>m 
it^  po:-ition  by  the  left  think  at  a  double-(iuick  step,  a  hun- 
dred yar»ls  or  so,  until  opposite  the  cojitested  works,  then 
the  order,  "By  the  right  tlank,"  is  given,  and,  with  a  ring- 
ing cheer,  they  are  over  both  breastworks,  driving  the 
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Rebels  furiously  through  the  abattis  far  into  the  woods 
bevond,  and  pouring  a  hot  lire  into  their  tieeing  lines. 
Xombers  of  the  enemy,  who  had  gained  the  inside  of  the 
works,  surrendered  immediately.*  Gen.  Hancock  compli- 
mented GjL  Carroll  and  his  brigade  upon  ''saving  the 
army  from  ittter  annihilation,"  and  afterwards,  in  his  offi- 
cial report  of  the  battle,  said:  "He  (Carroll)  particularly 
distinguished  himself,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  6th,  by  the 
prompt  and  skillful  manner  in  which  he  led  his  brigade 
against  the  enemy,  when  he  had  broken  the  line  of  Mott's 
and  Bimey'a  troops."  The  praise  was  deserved  and  the 
credit  belongs  both  to  the  gallant  Carroll  and  the  regi- 
ments he  commanded  ;  for,  had  the  brigade  been  tardy 
in.  its  movements,  or  faltered  in  its  duty,  the  army 
might  have  been  severed  in  twain,  and  the  best  divisions 
of  the  Confederates  firmlv  wedged  between  our  right 


*Swinton's  "Army  of  the  Potomac,"  pp.  436-7  :  "  In  front  of  the  left  of  the 
line  a. fire,  had,  during  the  afternoon,  sprung  up  in  the  woods,  and  at  the  time  01  tn^.- 
attack  this  had  communicated  to  the  log  breastworks  on  that  part  of  the  line.  At 
this  critical  moment  they  became  a  mass  of  fiame,  which  it  war,  found  impossible  t" 
subdue,  and  which  e.xtended  many  hundred  yards  to  the  right  and  left.  The  in- 
tense heat  and  thi  smoke,  which  was  driven  by  the  wind  directly  in  the  face^  ot  the 
men,  prevented  them,  or  portions  of  the  yet  uninjured  line,  from  tiring  over  the 
parapet.  The  etremy,  taking  advantage  of  this,  swept  forward  :  a  considerable 
bodyof  the  troops  in  the  first  line  gave  way,  *  •  «  and  the  enemy, 
pressing  into  the  breastworks,  crowned  it  with  their  stand.ards.  Vet  the  victorv 
was  short  lived;  it  was  only  the  more  adventurous  that  had  penetrated  the  breast- 
works (inside  of  which,  indeed,  a  few  were  killed*,  and  these  were  quickly  driven 
out  by  a  forward  rush  of  Carroll's  brigade.  I.ee  then  abandoned  the  attack,  in 
which  he  had  su^ffered  a  considerable  loss."' 

Junkins  "■  Ufe  of  Hancock,"  pp.  143-4  :  "  Rut.  after  about  thirty  minutes  of 
this  wort  had  pasaed.  some  of  our  men  began  to  waver,  and  tiiuiUy  a  portion  I'l 
Mott's  division,  and  part  of  Ward's  brigade,  of  Birnoy's  division,  in  the  first  line, 
gave  way  in  considerable  disorder.  •  •  »  With  the  promptness  which 
always  characterized  that  officer  (Carrolll  when  ordered  against  the  enemy,  he 
moved  hij.  1  rigade  by  the  left  (lank  across  the  plank  road  until  opposite  the  point 
abandoned  by  our  troop>.  and  then  by  the  right  flank  in  double  time,  ret.aking  the 
line  with  ease,  and  with  the  los^  of  a  few  men,  the  enemy  falling  b.ack.  suffering 
-cvrrely  under  the  withering  fiic  which  our  troop-  iio\»  poured  into  their  ranks.  " 
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and  left  wings,  in  possession  of  the  important  Jlrock  Road 
and  in  full  command  of  the  artillery  and  ammunition 
trains  of  the  army,  which  were  massed  in  the  rear. 

Gen.  Hancock  had  received  an  order  to  attack  the  ene- 
my again  at  six,  p.  >f. ;  but  that  order  was  countermanded 
when  Gen.  Meade  learned  of  the  attack  on  the  Second 
Corps  lines.  Dai-kness  was  now  approaching,  and  the 
woods,  in  which  the  battle  of  the  morning  had  raged» 
having  caught  fire  from  the  flames  on  the  left,  were  soon 
burning  furiously — hundreds  of  the  Union  and  Rebel 
dead,  and  probably  some  of  the  wounded,  being  con- 
sumed. 

Col.  Carroll,  although  suffering  from  his  wound  of 
the  previous  day,  had  remained  with  his  brigade  from 
morning  until  night — his  injured  arm  supported  by  a 
sling.  Private  Joseph  W.  Kay,  of  Company  B,  of  the 
Tenth,  narrowly  escapeil  death  while  acting  as  mounted 
orderl}'  for  the  brigade  comniauder.  A  bullet  struck 
him  and  glided  half  way  around  his  body,  leaving 
a  bloody  mark.  Kay  exhibited  marked  coolness  and 
bravery  during  the  day,  and,  in  spite  of  his  injury,  re- 
mained upon  duty.  Six  of  the  color  guard  of  the  Tenth 
had  been  taken  from  Company  B,  from  which  Sergt. 
Harrison  was  detached,  and  these  (Corps.  Groves,  Wil- 
dey  and  Boyle,  and  Privates  Snedicor,  Golding  and 
Murphy)  arranged  during  the  night  of  the  oth  to  assist 
each  other  in  case  of  wounds  being  received  in  the  ex- 
pected battle  of  the  coming  day.  While  the  first  fierce 
musketry  fire  of  the  morning  Avas  raging,  each  of  the  six 
was  wounded,  and  their  next  place  of  nu'etincr  was  the 
field  li.»pital.  They  liad  bci'U  unable  to  niuliT  the 
agreed  assistance  to  each  other,  owing  to  the  almost 
simultaneous  reception  of  their  wounds.  Color-Corps. 
• 
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Peterson  and  White,  of  Company  A,  also  received 
wounds,  the  former  being  struck  twice. 

The  tall  soldierly  form  of  Orderly-Sergt.  Jack  Han- 
nigan,-of  Company  A,  was  one  of  the  first  to  fall.  He 
received  a  bullet  in  the  heart.  Corp.  John  3Iceks,  of 
Company  F,  dropped  dead  in  the  ranks  at  the  first  tire 
from  the  enemy.  Private  George  W.  Bell,  of  Com- 
pany E,  exhibited  courage  of  the  highest  order  during 
the  morning,  and  was  wounded  in  the  recapture  of  the 
works  in  the  afternoon.  Private  William  H.  Reese,  of 
Company  A,  also  distinguished  himself.  He  had  been 
an  obdurate  soldier  while  in  camp,  and  had  repeatedly 
averred  that  no  officer  could  conquer  his  obstinacy;  but 
in  battle  he  had  proved  himself  brave  beyond  question, 
and  had  fully  redeemed  his  character  as  a  soldier.  Four 
days  snbse€[uently,  at  Spottsylvania,  he  was  severely 
wounded- 

Orderly-Sergt.  Charley  Hunter,  of  Company  F,  re- 
ceived a  wound  which  proved  fatal,  and  Private  Jesse  W. 
Chace,  Company  A,  Avas  killed  instantly.  Both  served 
their  two  year*  in  the  old  regiment  and  had  re-enlisted 
for  a  second  service  with  their  comrades  of  past  cam- 
paigns. Sergt.  Sam.  Minnes,  of  Company  F,  was  a  vete- 
ran of  the  Isrt  Xew  York  Volunteers,  He  was  wounded, 
as  was  thought,  mortally;  but  in  a  few  days  he  was  walk- 
ing about  the  hospital  convalescent.  His  was  a  case  of 
quick  recover}' from  pure  "vim"  and  strtiiuth  of  will. 

Tlie  total  loss  of  the  Tenth  during  the  day  was  00  ; 
of  whom  15  were  killed  or  died  of  wounds,  03  were 
wounded,  and  18  wore  reported  missing.  Two  of  the 
l.irti-r,  viz.:  Privates  Hyatt  Joluistono,  of  C'oinpany  C. 
and  Robert  L.Stewart,  of  Coni]>aiiy  F,  died  sulibcquently 
17 
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while  prisoners  of  M-ar.  Others,  not  heard  from  after- 
wards, possibly  fell  in  the  woods  during  the  moruing's 
straggle,  and  perished  niinoticed  by  their  comrades. 

Ivames  of  the  killed  and  mortally  wounded  : 

Company  A  :  First -Sergt.  Jolui  llannigan;  Private 
Jesse  TV.  Chace. 

Company  C  :  Sergt.  John  Turner  :  Corp.  Andrew  S. 
Hammett ;  Privates  Augustus  Underliill,  John  Condon. 

Company  D  :  Privates  Samuel  Johnson,  Henry  Cro- 
zier. 

Company  Ki  Privates  Frederick  Bessin,  Adelbert 
Feldman,  Thomp-ron  Veitch,  Walter  Woodward. 

Company  F:  First-Sergt.  Chas.  Hunter;  Corp.  John 
ileeks  ;  Private  George  flayer. 

Total,  15  * 

According  to  otficial  reports,  the  loss  of  the  Second 
Corps,  during  the  two  days  of  battle  in  the  AVildc-rness, 
was  3,762  (besides  the  casualties  of  the  14th  Indiana,  not 
reported).  Li  tlie  story  of  the  confiict,  just  told,  we 
have  not  attempted  to  show  the  part  taken  by  other 
corps.  The  loss  su^tained  by  our  army  has  been  placed 
as  high  as  20,000,  of  Mhom  abour  5,000  were  ]irisoners. 
mainly  captured  in  tlie  optTatiuiis  on  the  riglit  of  Gen. 
Hancock.  The  proportion  of  wounded  was  unusually 
large,  owing  to  the  infre<iuent  use  of  ariillery  upon  either 
5«tie.  The  enemy's  loss  was  pn.b.ilily  heavier  in  propor- 
tion to  their  number-;  than  our  o\\  n.f 


•Acompletelist  of  the  w.MindcJ  and  ni!'^si!i~  (ii.-^t  heard  fromiwill  he  found  ii> 
the  .\ppcndix» 

■^  Ra.!«ii's  -  -VUUtnn-  Hi.iory  of  Gon.  Or.u-.t  :  "  "  !n  ihe  \ViKleriio>s  the  Rehe!- 
Mon  received  its  tltraiA-stri.ke.  It  liii^erevl  :;ioiith.s  .iftcnvards,  am!  .M  the  >klll  and 
^tren^th  of  the  nsthm  and  it>  soldiers  were  requin-d  lo  puih  the  hhule  to  the  heart  ; 
but  the  irmt  entered  in  May,  i£:4.  P.ut  T  ,r  j.i-t  tlii^  terrific  strife,  just  this  blr).-.dy 
wage,  the  resultwouki  Iiave  been  deferred  or  difTerent." 
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The  whole  conflict  was  strange  and  terrible,  and  un- 
like any  other  great  battle  known  in  history.  The  rattle 
of  musketry  was  steady  and  deafening — the  volleyed 
thunders  rolling  and  reverberating  among  the  glens  and 
ravines,  and  for  hours  the  anvil  clatter  of  small  arms 
was  uninterrupted  by  artillery,  save  Avhen  occasionally 
a  single  cannon  here  or  there  "timed  the  wild  tumult 
like  a  tolling  bell."  There  was  little  opportunity  for 
strategy  or  manoeuvering  in  the  dense  woods  and  under- 
growth ;  no  movements  of  the  enemy  could  be  perceived 
until  the  lines  were  almost  in  collision. 

Saturday,  the  7th,  dawned  upon  two  armies  bleeding 
and  exhausted.  Thousands  of  dead  and  wounded,  lying 
where  they  had  fallen,  or  in  and  about  the  field  hospitals, 
added  to  the  gloom  of  that  naturally  dark  and  sombre 
wilderness.  The  conflict  was  undecided,  althougli  Gen. 
Lee's  attempt  to  sever  and  rout  our  columns  on  the 
march  had  been  defeated,  and,  early  this  day,  Gen. 
Grant's  purpose  was  formed  to  resume  his  march  towai'ds 
Spottsylvania  Court  House*  and  the  enemy's  right.  The 
Fifth  Corps  moved  at  nine,  a.  m.,  and  met  the  Rebel 
columns  some  two  miles  from  the  town,  sustaining  con- 
siderable loss  in  a  tight  which  was  the  beginning  of  the 
protracted  struggle  waged  at  this  point. 

Our  own  corps  was  to  have  followed  the  Fifrh  at  ten 
or  eleven,  p.  m.,  of  the  Tth,  but  it  was  after  daylight  of 
the  Sth  when  Carroll's  brigade,  which  had  passed  a  rest- 
less night  lying  along  the  Brock  Road,  moved  towards 
the  left.     After  marching  several  miles.  Gibbons'  divi- 

*  Spottsylvatiia  Court  H.iise  is  s.imc  rirt.-eii  milci  -nuthcast  from  the  central 
r"rt:',>n  of  the  Io.:ii!ity  of  the  b.ittle  ef  the  Wil  i-.-rno-s,  in  the  direction  .  f  Kr-dericKS- 
hufi;.  The  features  oi  the  region  around  it  p.irt.ike  of  the  same  general  character, 
hut  the  coiintrj-  is  more  open  and  freer  from  forest  and  underbrush. 
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sion  was,  at  about  half-past  one,  p.  m.,  sent  forward  to 
the  support  of  the  Fifth  and  Sixth  Corps.  Parts  of  the 
First  Division  were  engaged  with  the  enemy  during  the 
day.  "On  the  morning  of  the  9th,  skirmishing  continued,. 
and,  although  no  severe  lighting  occurred,  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac  was  stricken  sorely  by  the  loss  of  Gen. 
Sedgwick,  commanding  the  Sixth  Corps,  who  was  killed 
while  rallying  some  of  his  men  for  wincing  at  the  ene- 
my's bullets. 

At  about  six,  r.  m.,  the  First,  Second  and  Third  Divi- 
sions were  ordered  to  force  a  passage  of  the  Po,  a  rapid 
little  river,  which,  with  the  Ny,  traverses  the  Spottsyl- 
vania  district.  Our  battalion  had  scarcely  time  to  seize 
upon  a  quantity  of  rations,  just  issuing,  when  we  were 
hurried  off,  the  division  crossing  the  stream  without  op- 
position. Bridges  were  now  built,  and  a  bivouac  made 
for  the  night.  The  First  aiid  Second  Divisions  met  witli 
resistance  in  their  efforts  to  cross,  but  succeeded,  and 
pushed  the  enemy  back  with  the  intention  of  seizing  the 
wooden  bridge  some  distance  above  and  recrossing  the 
crooked  river,  but  darkness  came  and  it  was  found  im- 
possible to  continue  the  movement.  The  next  morning 
(10th)  Gen.  Brooke's  brigade,  of  the  First  Division, 
effected  a  crossing  above  the  Avooden  bridge  after  a 
sharp  contest,  but  discovered  the  enemy  heavily  in- 
trenched in  a  position  parallel  to  the  stream.  While 
this  and  joint  movements  were  in  progress.  Gen.  Han- 
cock was  ordered  to  movt;  two  of  his  divisions  to  the 
left  to  take  part  in  an  assault  upon  the  enemy's  position 
on  Laurel  Ilill,  near  Al>"p*s  house.  C;il.l. oil's  and  Bir- 
ney's  divisions  were  at  oiiee  niovetl  back  :ici-o->  the  stream 
and  massed  in  rear  of  tlie  Fifth  Corps  which  fronted  tiie 
designated  point  of  attack.   The  First  Division,  left  alone 
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on  the  other  side  of  the  Po,  was  savagely  attacked  by  tlie 
enemy  while  attempting  to  withdraw  to  the  north  bank, 
and  only  succeeded  in  doing  so  after  some  bloody  light- 
ing and  several  courageous  repulses  of  desperate  charges 
made  upon  them  by  superior  numbers. 

The  position  which  Meade  now  intended  to  attack 
(Laurel  Hill)  was  a  densely  wooded  height,  the  ridge 
being- crowned  by  strong  earthworks,  and  the  approaches 
swept  by  the  fire  of  artillery  and  infantry.  Any  advance 
was  rendered  more  ditficult  and  hazardous  by  a  heavy 
growth  of  low,  scraggy  cedars,  their  long  bayonet-like 
branches,  interlaced  and  pointing  in  every  direction,  pre- 
senting an  almost  impassable  barrier  to  a  line  of  batth-. 

The  task  of  carrying  this  impregnal>ie  position  was 
assigned  to  Carroll's  and  Webb's  brigades,  of  the  Second 
Corps,  with  portions  of  Warren's  corps.  Of  our  own 
brigade  (led  by  the  intrepid  Carroll  himself,  still  suffer- 
ing from,  his  wound  of  the  5th),  the  Tenth  was  in  the 
first  line,  the  brigade  formation  being  in  three  lines. 
The  order  was  given  to  advance  late  in  the  afternoon, 
and  the  struggle  was  begun.  With  hearty  cheers  the 
regiments  crossed  the  comparatively  small  space  of 
cleared  ground  and  entered  the  labyrinth  of  natural 
abattis — a  storm  of  lead  meanwhile  tearing  through  the 
Kinks.  Officers  and  men  fell  in  all  directions,  but  the 
ranks  closed,  and  the  column  pressed  on  through  the 
thick  aud  ditticult  maze  of  interlacing  trees  and  towards 
the  crest,  leaving  scores  on  the  way ;  while  a  rain  of 
shells  and  bullets  made  the  atmosphere  a  pandemonium. 
Now  the  canuini-croMned  ridge  sconied  near,  and  a  i:ran<l, 
1> rave  hurrah  and  rush  was  made,  only  to  tin. I  i.urxlvcs 
eaiit'ronted  hv  I'heviwx  ili;  fri.'ii'.  both  natural  and  artiti- 
ci:il^  which  it  was  utterly  impossible  to  force  unless  with 
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a  terrible  impetus  of  numbers.  The  Tentli  attained  a 
position  from  wbieh  it  was  impossible  to  make  headway 
under  the  galling  fire,  and  fell  to  loading  and  firing  as 
rapidly  as  possible — each  man  sheltering  himself  as  best 
he  could  from  the  musketry  fire  and  the  steady  dis- 
charges of  grape  and  canister,  which  seemed  calculated 
to  sweep  the  ground  of  every  living  thing. 

Brave  deeds  were  performed  here  by  the  iron  brigade 
of  Col.  Carroll.  Enfiladed  by  the  heavy  fire  from  the 
Rebel  works,  with  ammunition  growing  scant,  the  seve- 
ral regiments  firmly  maintained  the  ground  they  had 
gained.  Conspicuous  in  its  action  was  the  remnant  of 
our  OAvn  battalion.  Ca])t.  Angell,  commanding  the  few 
scores  of  men  who  were  left,  received  a  bullet  in  his  left 
arm,  and  directly  after  was  mortally  wounded.  First- 
Lieut.  Frank  M.  Clark,  in  command  of  Company  A,  was 
severely  wounded,  and  also  First-Lieut.  William  H. 
Monk — the  latter  subsequently  dying  of  liis  injury. 
Color-Sergt.  Harrison  fell  wounded,  his  fiag,  however, 
being  again  instantly  raised. 

The  battalion  was  now  in  a  conspicuously  dangerous 
position,  from  Avhich  it  was  almost  as  difficult  to  retire  as 
to  advance.  About  an  hour  passed — the  firing  on  both 
sides  grailually  slackening — and  then  an  order  came  for 
the  brigade  to  withdraw  cautiously,  and  the  retirement 
was  effected  ;  not,  however,  Avithout  some  strategy  and 
additional  loss.  The  troops  acting  in  conjunction  with 
us  in  the  attack,  although  making  gallant  efforts,  were 
unsuccessful  at  every  point,  finally  wavering  an<l  falling 
back. 

Another  attack  upon  this  position  and  (.n-ntiguous 
lines  was  made  at  about  half-pa.-t  six,  v.  m.,  by  parts  of 
Birney's  and  Gibbon's  divisions  united  with  the  Fifth 
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Corps;  but  it  met  as  bloody  a  repulse,  the  men  strug- 
gling bravely  against  an  impossible  task,  and  even  enter- 
ing  the  breastworks  at  some  points.  They  again  event- 
ually fell  back,  suffering  great  loss.  Other  portions  of  our 
line  were  engaged  during  the  day,  and  the  roar  of  artil- 
lery 'Was  constant.  It  was  the  first  time  during  the  cam- 
paign that  the  artillery  branch  of  the  army  had  been 
thrown  actively  into  the  scale  of  battle — the  hilly  and 
comparatively  open  nature  of  the  country  allowing  of  its 
unsparing  use.* 

The  total  loss  of  the  Tenth  Battalion  in  this  battle 
was  36.     The  following  were  killed  or  died  afterwards 
of  wounds  received  : 
^  Company  A:  Private  Arthur  O.  Alcock. 

Company  B  :  First-Sergt.  Timothy    Carroll  ;  Sergt. 
Edward  Harrison  ;  Private  Ernest  Decker. 

Company  C  :  Corp.  Michael  Sheehan. 

Company  D  :  Capt.  Oscar  F.  Augell. 

Company  E:  First-Lieut.  William  II.  Monk;  Private 
George  Stoothoff. 

Total,  8.f 

Uere  the  record  of  one  of  the  bravest  soldiers  in  the 
ranks  should  be  graven  in  indellible  characters  : 

COI.OR-SEUGT.  EDWARD  IIAKKISOX, 
while  sti'iving  with  tlie  rest,  received  a  mortal  wound. 
Although  bearing  the  heavy  flag  of  the  regiment,  he  had 
also  caiTied  during  the  campaiii'n  a  breech-loading  ritle, 
which  he  used  constantly  when  his  flag  coul<l  be  rested. 


•Thi.-,  war,  thes!\th  c!.iy  of  tljlitinc;,  and  it  w:is  at  this  juncture  tha 

tCcn.r.rAnt 

^^rr)te  hi.>  fanwnis  ui^I)■H^.h.  Jated  "  May  iiih,  iJr'^— oijlit,  A.  M.."  ii\ 

which,  after 

recitini;  thi  U»~-<rs  anil  captiinjs,  he  cMuIcd  :  "I   1  RQfi'se  10  Ft(;KT  IT 

OLT   ON    THIS 

LINE,  IP    IT  TAHES   ALI     Sl'MMEK  1  " 

t  Acoraplcte  li-.t  of  woiimled  will  be  found  in  [lie  Appendix. 
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and  he  was  in  the  act  of  loading  or  firing  in  a  kneeling 
position  when  he  received  his  death  wound.  On  the  6th, 
he  had  proved  himself  a  dauntless  soldier,  going  through 
the  ordeal  of  that  day  with  firmly  compressed  lips,  and 
his  naturally  pale  face  a  shade  paler.  His  example  had 
been  a  splendid  one,  exciting  emulation  among  his  com- 
.rades.  He  died  on  ]May  23d,  after  much  suffering,  at  a 
hospital  in  Fredericksburg,  a  brave  and  patient  soldier 
to  the  last  moment. 

Capt.  Oscar  F.  Angell  died  at  the  field  hospital  a  few 
hours  after  he  Avas  borne  from  the  scene  of  battle.  He 
had  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company  A,  of  the  National 
Zouaves,  in  April,  ISGl,  and  served  as  orderly-sergeant 
until  the  battle  of  Gaines'  ^Nlill,  where  he  was  taken 
prisoner.  Escaping  from  Belle  Isle  soon  after  by  swim- 
ming the  James  River,  he  readied  the  Union  lines  and 
was  given  a  position  in  the  secret  service  corps,  where 
he  experienced  a  series  of  adventures  and  hair-breadth 
escapes  in  the  performance  of  the  duties  devolving  upon 
him.  In  the  winter  of  1802  he  was  commissioned  second- 
lieutenant  in  his  regiment,  and  again,  in  April  follow- 
ing, as  first-lieutenant.  He  received  his  last  commission 
of  captain  a  few  weeks  before  his  death.  From  the  first 
he  had  been  popular  with  the  regiment,  sharing  its  pri- 
vations and  hardships  without  murmuring.  Always  the 
impersonation  of  enthusiasm  upon  the  battlefield,  in  his 
last  battle  he  acted  witli  daring,  until  his  two  wounds 
put  a  final  end  to  his  patriotism.  His  nature  was  truly 
"generous  to  a  fault." 

First-Lieut.  AVilliam  H.  :\ronk,  who  died  at  Fredericks- 
burg, ■May  riSth,  from  liis  wound,  was  one  of  the  latest 
appointments  in  the  battalion,  coming  directly  from  civil 
life.     He  had  proved  himself,  however,  during  his  short 
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sojourn  with  the  regiment,  a  conscientious  and  brave 
officer,  and  his  lo;>s  was,  therefore,  felt  by  his  fellow  of- 
ficers and  the  members  of  his  company. 

On  the  night  following  the  battle,  and  during  the 
next  day,,  the  Tenth  occupied  a  position  along  a  woody 
and  rocky  rise  of  ground,  under  fire  of  the  enemy's  skir- 
mishers— our  own  being  advanced  but  a  short  distance 
from  the  main  line.  A  drizzling  rain  made  the  situation 
exceedingly  uncomfortable. 

On  the  10th  or  11th — the  writer  now  forgets  which — 
Gen.  Grant  rode  past  our  line,  witii  an  attendant  aid. 
The  commander-in-chief  displayed  nothing  to  tell  his 
rank — his  blouse  effectually  concealing  his  official  iden- 
tity. It  was  the  ubiquitous  cigar  which  first  drew  our 
attention  to  him,  and  his  face  was  then  recognized,  as 
he  seemed  to  closely  scan  both  the  position  and  the  men. 
The  battalion  was  resting  at  will,  but  with  guns  in  hand 
and  accoutrements  on.  Two  years  before,  McClellan. 
wlien  passing  the  line  of  his  army,  followed  by  the  dash- 
ing retinue  of  stall'  and  body-guard  M'ithout  which  he 
seldom  rode,  would  probably  have  been  saluted  with 
salvos  of  cheers  and  demonstrations  of  enthusiasm.  Xow 
both  were  conspicuously  absent.  It  may  have  been  lack 
of  enthusiasm  in  the  ranks  for  the  plain  unostentatious 
man  who  ruled  our  destinies  for  the  hour  ;  but  probably 
it  was  the  fact  that,  since  the  tinselled  days  of  18G'2,  the 
war  had  settled  down  to  a  stern  business,  which  en- 
grossed the  attention  of  all  and  allowed  no  time  or  de- 
sire for  superficial  manifestations  of  admiration  for  a 
leader.  Xone  doubted  the  courage  of  (Ti-ant  or  Meade, 
or  their  willingness  to  lead  personally  it"  a  battle  crisis 
deiiianded  ;  but  their  presence  among  tlie  men,  during 
a  campaign,  was  simply  noted,  and  that  Avas  all. 
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Late  at  night,  on  the  11th,  pursuant  to  an  order  from 
Geru  Xeade,  Birney's  and  Barlow's  divisions  were  with- 
drawn from  the  front,  and,  followed  after  midnight  by 
our  own  division,  marched  under  a  steady  rain  to  a  point 
near  the  "Lendruni  House,"  with  the  intention  of  there 
uniting  with  Mott's  division,  and  assaulting  the  Rebel 
line  at  an  important  salient  or  angle  in  their  works.  The 
column  moved  very  close  to  the  enemy's  line,  and  was 
constantly  in  danger  of  a  collision,  while  the  pitchy 
darkness  of  the  night,  with  the  narrow  muddy  road,  and 
the  fatigue  of  the  men,  made  the  march  one  to  be  re- 
membered afterwards. 

It  was  almost  daylight  before  ail  the  brigades  arrived 
at  the  designated  point  and  were  massed  for  attack, 
and^  at  half-past  four,  the  command  Avas  given  by  Gen. 
Hancock  to  advance.  The  heavy  lines  of  battle,  com- 
posed of  Barlow's  and  Birney's  divisions  in  advance,  fol- 
lowed by  Mott  and  Gibbon,  pushed  through  the  woods, 
over  a  snuill  stream  and  swamp,  and  up  a  slope  of 
ground,  in  quick  time,  and  without  firing  a  shot,  march- 
ing over  the  astonished  pickets  of  the  enemy,  who 
"stood  in  silent  wonder  and  bewihlerment,  as  they  were 
enveloped  in  this  solid  mass  of  twenty  thousand  men, 
who  suddenly  came  ujion  them  through  the  dense  fog." 

Previous  to  this  movement.  Col.  Carroll's  reputation 
for  skill  and  bravery,  and  the  '•  staying"  qualitit's  of  his 
brigade,  had  caused  the  command  to  be  selected  in  cases 
of  emergency,  and  now  Gen.  Hancock  had  ordered  Cai-- 
roll  up  to  cover  Barlow's  tiank.  Our  brigade  immediately 
attacked  the  picket  reserve  at  the  Lend lunU louse  (which 
had  opened  agailuig  tire  \\\:nn  tlir  riirlit  "f  ilu'  Firvt  J)i- 
vi>ion^,  and  overran  tluni.  although  a  stout   resistance 
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was  made  from  their  protected  position.*  A  moment 
more  and  the  enemy's  intrenchmcnts  were  discerned 
closely  at  hand,  and,  with  loud  hurrahs,  the  compact 
columns  rolled  like  a  resistless  wave  upon  the  works, 
under  a  scorching  fire  from  the  enemy,  who  had  now 
fairly  awakened  from  their  surprise.  Nothing,  however, 
could  withstand  the  impetus  and  enthusiasm  of  the  on- 
rashing  avalanche  of  men,  who  tore  away  the  heavy 
abattis  and  forced  the  intrenchmcnts,  bayonetting  and 
clubbing  the  resisting  enemy.  In  a  very  few  minutes 
nearly  a  mile  of  the  line  was  in  our  possession,  with  up- 
wards of  4,000  prisoners — including  Gens.  Johnson  and 
Stuart — 20  pieces  of  artillery,  and  more  than  ;>0  hattle 
tiags.  The  celebrated  "  Stonewall"  brigade  was  taken 
almost  entire. 

Had  the  brigades  which  first  struck  the  enemy  halted 
after  the  capture  of  the  works,  and  reformed  their  regi- 
ments before  advancing  further,  possibly  the  Rebel  army 
might  have  been  effectually  bi-oken,  turned  and  routed 
by  the  wedge-like  charge  of  Hancock's  corps  ;  but  the 
precipitant  rush  after  the  fiying  enemy  broke  the  form- 
ation, and  the  Rebels  rallied  on  their  advancing  reserves, 
I)ushing  their  pursuers  back  to  the  captured  intreneh- 
raent'*,  which  were  quickly  ''turned''  by  our  men  and  used 
as  a  protection.  Imjictuous  and  heavy  assaults  were  now 
made  by  Lee's  freshly  arriving  troops,  only  to  l»e  repulsed 
by  the  divisions  of   Ifancock,  reinforced  at  six,  a.  yi.,  by 


•  Rev.  D.  X.  Junkin's  "  Life  of  H..ncock,"  p.  173  :  "  Our  heavy  column  moved 
oil  regardless  of  this  ;innoy;irnc.  l>ut  tlen.  H.mcock,  h:ivini;  brought  up  Col.  Cnr- 
rc>H's  briijude.  Second  l)i\ision,  to  ever  Darlow's  ri.^ht  flank,  tliat  officer  [Carroll] 
(•romptly  :itt.>i.ke<l  the  picket  reserve  of  the  enen\y  .u  the  Lemlrum  House,  which 
rc-i-teU  stoutly  and  received  pretty  riu;;h  treairiient  froiu  Carn-U's  men  for  h.iv- 
iiig  fired  into  the  re;i.r  of  our  coiuiim  1  .11-  after  it  had  l)rokea  thrjugh  ihcir  picket 
line  and  p.tssed  their  position." 
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the  Sixth  Corps,  and,  later  in  the  day,  by  two  divisions 
of  the  Fifth.  The  Rebels  pressed  their  lines  of  battle  up 
to  the  very  breastworks,  and  our  soldiers  fought  them 
face  to  face,  at  times  separated  only  by  the  parapet. 
The  woods  around  about  were  mown  down  by  the  tre- 
mendous cross-lire  of  artillery  and  musketry,  the  enemy 
exhibiting  a  pertinacity  wonderful  and  determined.  Their 
dead  were  piled  in  winrows  before  the  works  which  were 
held  so  sturdily  by  the  divisions  which  had  captured 
them.* 

In  the  attack  upon  the  line,  and  especially  in  its  de- 
fence afterwards,  Carroll's  brigade  bore  a  conspicuous 
part,  and  the  Tenth,  now  a  mere  skeleton  of  itself,  sus- 
tained the  reputation  won  during  the  past  week.  Some 
of  the  guns  captured  in  the  first  rush  of  the  morning  had 
been  instantly  turned  upon  the  flying  enemy  and  were 
used  during  the  day — officers  and  men  of  our  own  and 
other  regiments  practicing  the  artillery  arm  for  tlie 
nonce  and  cannonading  the  former  owners  of  the  bat- 
teries, "While  thus  employed,  the  brave  Lieut.-Col. 
Thomas  H.  Davis,  of  the   l^th  New  Jersey  Volunteers, 


♦Swinton.  an  eye  witnes-;  of  the  scene,  says  ip.  453*  '■  "  O*"  ■"*"  '^^  striigcles  of 
the  war,  this  wa^;  perhaps  the  fiercest  and  most  deadlv.  Frequently,  throughout  the 
conflict,  so  close  was  the  content,  that  the  rival  standards  were  planted  on  opposite 
sides  of  the  breastworks.  The  enemy's  most  savai;e  sallies  were  directed  to  retake 
the  famous  salient,  which  was  now  become  an  an^le  of  dc.th  and  presented  a  spec- 
tacle ghastly  and  terrible.  On  the  Confederate  side  of  the  works  lay  rr.any  corpses 
of  tho^^e  who  had  been  bayonetted  by  Hancock's  men  when  they  first  leaped  the  in- 
trenchments.  To  these  were  constantly  added  the  bravest  of  those  who.  in  the 
assaults  to  recapture  the  positir.n,  fell  at  the  marciii  ->f  the  w,'.rk>.  until  the  ground 
was  literally  covered  with  piles  of  dead,  and  the  woods  in  front  of  the  s.dient  were 
one  hideous  Golgotha." 

Another  witness  of  the  liold  .ifter  the  stru',->;U-.  writes:  "rrhin-i.  thr  dead 
had  f.ilien  thick  :  those  first  in  the  ditch  h.»t  fallen,  and  on  these  other,  had  kneeled 
to  rirc.  to  be  likewise  killed.  ..nd  they  l.iv  twUt,-d  and  intertwined.  The  sp.ice  in 
the  rear  wis  covered  with  th  .s  •  who  had  trivd  to  ..-,:  .ine  ;  but  wb.o.  «hlle  crawling 
off  on  hands  and  knees,  h.ad  been  shot,  .ind  had  fallen  on  their  f.ices." 
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was  killed.    Col.  Coons,  of  the  14th  Indiana  Volunteers, 
was  also  killed  during  the  action  of  the  morning. 

At  midnight,  after  nearly  twenty  hours  of  combat, 
the  continued  cessation  of  the  enemy's  firing  showed 
that  Gen.  Lee  had  withdrawn  his  forces  from  Hancock's 
front,  leaving  our  troops  in  possession  of  the  lines  for 
which  such  heavy  sacrifices  on  both  sides  had  been  made. 
Rain  had  fallen  coldly  and  drenchingly  during  tiie  day, 
and  our  exhausted  regiments  now  lay  down  in  the  mud 
and  slept  among  hundreds  of  dead  and  wounded.  We 
had  won  a  victory  which  would  perhaps  have  routed  an- 
other army  than  Lee's,  and  would  possibly  have  caused 
even  his  retreat,  had  it  not  been  desperately  necessary 
for  him  to  block  Gen.  Grant's  persistent  and  Xemesis- 
like  advance. 

Of  our  own  battalion,  Sergt.  William  Wheeler,  of 
Company  D,  was  killed,  and  Private  Robert  F.  Bailey, 
of  Company  F,  was  mortally  wounded.  The  total  l«J^s 
in  killed  and  wounded  was  15.*  Carl  Zilgner,  of  Com- 
pany C,  was  missing,  and  died  subsequently  in  Anderson- 
ville  prison.  Company  F  was  particularly  exposed,  and 
lost  11  men.  Capt.  Joseph  La  Fiura  had  assumed  com- 
mand, after  the  loss  of  Capt.  Angell  on  the  10th. 
There  were  but  six  officers  now  remaining  in  the  bat- 
talion, and  two  companies  were  commanded  by  sergeants. 
Several  recruits  had  been  received  within  the  past  two 
or  three  days,  and  tliey  continued  to  arrive  during  the 
campaign.  In  some  instances  the  time  elapsing  be- 
tween joining  the  battalion  and  being  killed  or  wounded 
in  action  was  C(^unt(  d  by  honi-s. 

At    daylight,    on     tlie    l;;th,    C,,u.    (iibbon     selected 


*  A  complete  list  ol"  the  wounded  afpearb  in  the  Appendix. 
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Owen's  brigade  to  advance  and  reconnoitre  the  enemy's 
position,  in  order  to  discover  the  exact  strength  and  posi- 
tion of  the  second  line  to  which  he  had  withdrawn.  Gen. 
Owen  being  temporarily  absent,  Col.  CaiToU  was  re- 
quested to  take  command  of  the  reconnoitering  force, 
and,  althougli  he  was  actually  upon  the  way  to  the  hos- 
pital to  have  his  -wound  of  the  oth  attended  to  -when  he 
received  his  directions,  he  immediately  turned  back  and 
led  his  own  and  Owen's  brigade  to  the  front.  In  the 
sharp  encounter  which  followed,  Col.  Carroll  had  his  un- 
hurt arm  shattered  by  a  minie  ball,  and  was  forced  to 
leave  the  field,  the  two  brigades  returning  soon  after.* 

During  the  next  few  days  different  dispositions  of  the 
various  corps  were  made,  a  considerable  change  taking 
place,  by  -VN'hich  tlie  lines  were  strengthened.  Col.  Thos, 
A.  Smyth,  of  the  1st  Delaware  Volunteers,  who  had  been 
in  command  of  the  Irish  brigade  in  tlie  First  Division 
since  the  reorganization  of  llu'  army  in  the  spring,  had 
been  ordered  to  take  charge  of  his  own  brigade  after  the 
wounding  of  Col.  Carroll,  and,  on  the  10th,  under  his 
command,  an  advance  was  made  by  the  brigade  to  the 
locality  occu]iied  during  the  bloody  battle  of  the  Irith  as 
the  Second  Corps  hospital.  Here  liundreds  of  wounded 
men  still  lay,  under  charge  of  the  surgeons  and  nurses, 

*  P.revet  Maj.-Gen.  Samuel  S.  Carroll  was  born  in  Washini,-ton,  D.  C,  and  was 
second-lieutenant  of  Out  loth  U.  S.  Inf.intry  at  the  brcakinj;  out  i>f  the  war.  Soon 
afterwards  he  was  commlviioned  as  colonel  of  the  Kth  Ohio  \'oluntecrs,  and  served 
as  a  brigade  commander  from  the  spring  of  I'iO^  until  he  was  permanently  disabled 
at  Spottsylvania ;  bcin_.;  also  wounded  at  R.ipidan  Station  in  a  previous  campaign, 
and  in  the  Wilderness.  After  his  last  wound  he  w.as  made  a  hrigudier-iieneral  of 
volunteers,  in  recoRnition  of  his  distincui-.hed  services,  and  was  subs.-i)uently  bre- 
veted niajor-i;encr  il.  .After  the  w.ir  !io  was  ni.idc  lit-utenant-colonol  of  tho  ;ist  V . 
S.  Inf.intry,  ret.unlng  that  rank  until  June,  iS^ti.  when  he  was  re  tire-',  as  mjjor- 
ijenvral— ho  beiii.;  in  lomi.iand  of  two  brii;ades  .a  the  time  ff  rccci^m;.;  the  wi.un.t 
which  causeil  di-..iblUty.  In  the  well-merited  wurds  of  a  historian,  when  spcakini; 
of  Oen.  Carroll,  "  No  army  ever  contaii\ed  a  more  intrepid  soldier." 
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and  quantities  of  hospital  stores  and  appurtenances  were 
scattered  around.  The  Rebel  cavalry  had  visited  the 
place,  but  seemed  to  have  maintained  a  strict  observance 
of  the  laws  of  humanity,  not  molesting  the  wounded  or 
appropriating  their  supplies.  Before  midnight  all  of  the 
wounded  and  most  of  the  tents  and  stores  were  removed 
to  within  our  lines. 

The  city  of  Fredericksburg  had  within  the  past  few 
davs  been  occupied  by  the  Union  forces  and  hospitals 
for  the  wounded  established  in  every  available  house. 
The  baggage  trains  of  the  army  had  been  parked  just 
outside  of  the  city,  and  the  adjutant  now  seized  the 
opportunity  to  visit  the  trains  and  obtain  a  fresh  supply 
of  clothing  for  the  battalion.  With  the  assistance  of 
Q.  M.  Sergt.  Brown,  the  necessary  stores  were  quickly 
obtained  aiul  forwarded  to  the  front.  However  com- 
pletely a  command  may  be  equipped  before  starting 
upon  a  campaign,  a  very  few  days  of  rough  marchiuL; 
and  fighting  suthce  to  use  up  or  destroy  clothing  and 
equipments.  The  veteran,  as  a  rule,  dispenses  with  his 
superfluous  wearing  apparel  before  starting  from  camp — 
limiting  his  baggage  to  an  overcoat  or  blanket  and  a 
change  of  underclothing,  and  trusting  to  Providence  or 
the  quarterTiuister  to  refurnish  his  wardrobe  at  the  proper 
moment.  The  recruit  generally  goes  through  the  same 
clearing  out  process  on  the  first  or  second  day's  march. 
Haversacks  and  canteens  are  often  liable  to  loss  or  dam- 
age, and,  withoTit  those  necessary  articles  the  soldier  is 
inconsolable,  and  an  almost  useless  factor  in  the  cam- 
paio;n.  Some  of  the  newer  soldiers  of  the  Tenth  liml 
started  fr.au  cam))  willi  tight-litting  boots;  but.  alter 
one  or  two  days'  experience  of  marching,  their  blistered 
hoels  had  demande<l  an  immediate  change,  and  they  were 
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glad  to  make  a  trade  with  any  one  for  a  pair  of  "  govern- 
ments," Avithout  any  critical  examination  as  to  size.  A 
couple  of  the  recently  appointed  officers  were  compelled 
to  tramp  along  barefoot,  with  their  boots  slung  over 
their  shoulders,  until  chance  should  throw  a  pair  of 
humble  army  shoes  in  their  way.  These  unfortunates 
were  particularly  happy  when  they  were  enabled  to  draw 
the  wished  for  shoes  from  the  quartermaster. 

Fredericksburg  was  at  this  time  a  great  charnel 
house.  Deaths  Avere  taking  place  by  the  hundred  each 
day  and  a  cloud  of  misery  seemed  hovering  over  the  city 
which,  for  the  second  time  during  the  Rebellion,  was  a 
vast  hospital.  Thousands  of  maimed  soldiers  filled 
the  dwelling  houses,  peopled  the  dingy  tobacco  ware- 
houses and  in  many  instances  lay  along  the  sidewalks, 
where  they  clutched  at  the  dresses  of  the  passing  nurses, 
and  in  the  delirium  of  fever  and  pain  prayed  for  succor. 
As  the  ambulances  came  in  from  the  field  hospitals  at 
the  front,  they  were  quickly  delivered  of  their  ghastly 
burdens,  and  often  would  come  the  cry  of  a  shattered 
and  suffering  passenger,  imploring  that  he  should  not 
be  moved,  but  should  be  left  to  die  where  he  was.  The 
noble  Sanitary  and  Christian  Commissions  were  laboring 
AA-ith  herculean  efforts  to  alleviate  the  sufferings  of  the 
wounded  ;  and  the  brave  men  and  women  who  minis- 
tered in  this  city  of  hurrors  endured  for  three  weeks 
that  which  it  would  be  impossible  to  fitly  describe. 
Hardy  constitutions  were  wrecked  l)y  the  sleepless  days 
and  nights,  the  tension  of  nerve,  and  the  scenes  of  agony 
and  deatli  which  even  sol.lier>^  fre-^h  from  battle  were 
unwilling  t()  witness. 

These  unwonted   trials  were  borne  by  our  angels  of 
mercy  uncomplainingly.     In  some  instances  the  shadow 
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of  death  overhanging  a  sohlier  had  brought  his  wife  or 
mother  to  his  side,  and  these  women  proved  themselves 
heroines.  The  kind-hearted  wife  of  the  wounded  Capt. 
Tait  had  managed,  hy  the  exercise  of  much  tact  and 
decision,  to  obtain  a  pass  to  visit  Fredericksburg,  and 
she  was  especially  conspicuous  in  her  devotion  to  the 
sufferers.  It  was  she  who  held  the  hand  of  the  brave 
Coloi'-Sergt.  Harrison  while  the  life  blood  gushed  from 
a  toi-n  artery  and  he  breathed  his  last,  a]id  her  daily 
visits  to  the  hospital  houses  were  welcomed  with  glad 
faces,  especially  by  the  wounded  of  our  own  regiment. 
to  Avhom  her  countenance  had  grown  familiar  while  in 
camp  at  Stony  Mountain.  In  common  with  other  cour- 
ageous female  volunteers,  Mrs.  Tait  was  untiring  and 
self-sacrificing  in  her  humane  efforts,  and  the  soothing 
touch  of  her  hand  can  hardly  be  forgotten  by  those  who 
lived  to  remember  her  kindness. 

Gen.  Grant  was,  at  this  time,  being  considerably  re- 
inforceil  V)y  troops  drawn  from  the  defences  of  Wash- 
ington. These  regiments  were  mainly  of  the  heavy  ar- 
tillery arm  of  the  service,  numbering  from  1,200  to  l.'^OO 
men  each,  and  their  numbers  appeared  startling  to  the 
small  veteran  regiments  of  the  Potomac  Army,  very 
few  of  which  couKl  now  muster  more  than  200  men. 
The  ''  Heavies''  were  the  butts  of  countless  j<^)kes  for  a 
while  ;  but  within  a  numth  their  ranks  Avere  terribly 
thinned — Cold  Harbor  and  Potersburg  proving  that 
they  were  formed  of  sterner  stuff  than  had  been  ex- 
pected by  the  veterans  to  whose  assistance  they  were 
sent.  On  tlic  17th.  a  ilivisii.n  of  these  iicu- rcLMnuiits. 
under  (ieii.  ){.  (_).  Tyhr,  :uul  the  ''  Corcornu  Lcirion  " 
(infantry),  wi-re  assigned  to  the  .Second  Corps,  the  latter 
IS 
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being  placed  in  Gibbon's  division.  This  was  a  reinforce- 
ment of  about  8,000  men  for  the  Corps. 

The  same  day  (17th)  Gen.  Hancock  received  orders 
to  move  back  to  the  works  captured  on  the  12th,  and  to 
assault  the  enemy  the  next  morning  from  that  position. 
Soon  after  dark  the  Tenth,  with  the  14th  Connecticut 
and  the  lOSth  New  York,  deployed  in  skirmishing  order 
on  the  extreme  right  and  advanced,  closing  in  upon  the 
left  of  the  Rebel  lines.  This  advance  consumed  most 
of  the  night,  being  made  under  great  difficulties  tlirough 
swamps  and  tangled  underbi'ush,  and  it  was  with  the 
utmost  exertion  that  the  line  could  be  kept  in  connec- 
tion. Early  on  the  18th  the  attack  upon  the  enemy's 
position  was  made  by  Barlow's  and  Gibbon's  divisions, 
and  continued  most  of  the  morning — the  Sixth  Corps 
attacking  at  the  same  time.  The  Corcoran  Legion  suf- 
fered considerably  in  this  unsucccsstul  attempt  upon 
the  strong  and  lu'a\ily  protected  Kl-ik-I  lines,  the  wurk 
of  the  day  being  utteiided  with  no  satisfactory  results. 
During  the  continuance  of  the  action  our  own  battalion, 
with  the  rest  of  the  flanking  skirmish  line,  was  under 
artillery  tire. 

Gen.  Hancock  withdrew  his  division  at  length,  by 
order  of  Gen.  .Meade,  and  at  tvw,  v.  m.,  the  Third 
Brig'aile  nuncd  with  the  eori^s,  p;i>t  the  line  of  tlie  army, 
•  to  a  point  near  Aiiilirsc)n"s  .Mill,  on  the  Xy  J\iver,  and 
on  the  extreme  lel't.  \s  liei'e  we  went  into  Ijivouac  on  the 
morning  of  the  lOth. 

It  was  grateful  to  lie  liei-e,  aniou-^-  green  fields  and 
cki><>  to  a  clear  running-  -t  i-eani,  the  purling  of  ;\Iu»se 
waters  told  ot  other  ami  nioi-e  iie:u-eful  il:i\  <  than  these. 
and  a  long  stay  here  wouM  li:i\e  lieen  welcome  eno\igli  ; 
)>nt,  <»n  the  20tli,  orders  eanie  to  niovi-  to  the  left.      Gon- 
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Hancock  was  to  march  rapidly  to  Bowling  Green  and 
]\[ilford  Station,  on  the  Frederiekshnrg  and  Richmond 
Railroad,  and  take  position  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
Mattapony.  Thus  it  seemed  that  the  unwonted  rest 
which  our  corps  had  enjoyed  for  a  day,  away  from  the 
sound  of  musketry,  was  but  a  presage  of  swift  marches 
and,  perhaps,  a  quick  repetition  of  bloody  work.  Yet 
it  was  with  no  regret  that  preparations  were  made  by  our 
men  to  march.  The  Army  of  the  Potomac  had  been 
engaged  for  nearly  two  weeks  in  a  mighty  struggle 
to  carry  a  position  made  impregnable  by  both  nature 
and  art,  and.  throughout  the  contest  around  Spottsyl- 
vania,  it  would  be  impossible  to  successfully  portray 
the  fatigues  and  suiferings  of  the  army.  It  fought  by 
day  and  marched  by  night  from  point  to  point  of  the 
long  line.  The  roads  liaving  been  converted  into  quag- 
mires by  the  continurd  lieavy  rains,  made  the  night 
marching  especially  lab(M-ious,  and  what  sleep  the  troops 
could  <»br;iin  bv  day  or  night  was  taken  witli  arms  l»y  thcii- 
side  and  accoutrements  on.  An  enemy  was  in  their 
front,  ever  alert  and  with  short  and  inner  liiu-s  upon 
which  to  move,  and  with  tlie  exception  ot'  the  successful 
attack  on  the  morniiig  of  the  liith,  every  attempt  to  force 
the  lines  ha<l  been  met  by  failure.  Our  losses  from 
<leath,  wounds  and  sickness  since  erossing  the  Rapidan 
readied  fortv  tliou^and.  and  it  was  not  strange  that  tlie 
army  began  to  l<).>e  it^  <\Avh.  The  prosp<'Ct  of  leaving 
this  l>loudy  loeality,  and  st-uking  roads  towards  the  rear 
of  the  enemy's  j.ositiun,  was  therefore  iiailed  witli  fresli 
ardor  by  men  wlx,  had  be<n  thr..uii  .l:i\  al'ter  day  upon 
the  enemy  V  \voi-k-,  niil_\  tu  b<-  hurhd  Imek  uiili  iM\ineii-e 
loss.  At  hall-past  .leveii,  l>.  M.,  "Ur  brigade  moved  out 
«m  the  road  towanls  .Mattapony  Church,  and  in  tlu-  morn- 
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ing  reached  Bowling  Green,  some  fifteen  or  eighteen 
miles  distant.  Here,  after  some  skirmishing  with  the 
enemy's  cavalry  and  capture  of  the  depot  and  several 
cars,  the  corps  crossed  the  Ny  and  ]Mattapony,  when 
it  formed  line  of  battle  and  proceeded  to  build  a  strong 
line  of  breastworks. 

This  position  was  directly  in  the  rear  of  the  Rebel 
lines  at  Spottsylvania,  and,  as  was  exjtected,  the  move- 
ment caused  Gen.  Lee  to  evacuate  that  position  instan- 
ter  ;  but,  instead  of  attacking  the  well  defended  line  of 
Gen.  Hancock,  as  it  was  hoped,  he  marched  rapidly  past 
and  occu})ied  the  strongly  intrenched  position  on  the 
south  side  of  the  North  Anna  River. 

The  following  extract  from  the  report  of  Col.  T.  A. 
Smyth,  commanding  the  Third  Brigade,  describes  its 
action  during  a  portion  of  the  time  while  in  the  rear  of 
the  Rebel  army  : 

"  May  22(1,  I  received  orders  from  Gen.  Gibbon  to  take  my 
brigade  and  make  a  reeonnoissance  to  develop  the  strencrtli  and 
position  of  the  enemy.  The  regiments  composing  the  force  were 
tlie  14th  Coiuiecticut,  7th  Virginia,  I4th  Indiana,  lOtli  New  York. 
12th  Xew  Jersey  and  4tii  Oliio  Volunteers.  *  *  *  i 
deployed  the  14th  Indiana  and  4th  Oliio  V«ilunteers  as  skir- 
mishers. One  lieutenant  and  twenty  men  of  the  Tenth  New  York 
were  placed  on  the  right  and  rear  ot  the  skirmisli  line,  to  protect 
that  flank,  and  two  companies  of  tiie  Mtli  (  onncrticut  were  simi- 
larly placed    to  protect  the  left  Jlank.         ***** 

"The  12th  New  .Jersey  and  lOlh  New  York  were  placed  in 
support  of  artillery  near  tliu  cross  roads.  The  skirmish  line  wa^ 
then  pushed  forward  about  two  miles,  liiuling  nothing  but  cavalry 
or  monnti'd  infantry  to  o])pope  them. 

"  Ahoiu  thivf,  r.  M.,  1  r<Tiiv(.<l  nrdi.r.- fi'ini  (ien.Cibbon  to  lialt, 
and  1  was  sul}-(.(iut  ntly  ordered  to  a>-eiiiiilc  ni\  cununantl  and 
return  to  eamp.     (Jn   .May  'S.W,  liie  eonunaiul   marched,  at  seven. 
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A.M.,  to  the  North  Anna  River,  where  the  eueniy  Avere  discovered 
to  be  posted  in  force." 

Warren's  corps  (the  Fifth),  with  Birney's  division  of 
Hancock's,  forced  the  passage  of  tlie  river  at  and  above 
the  railroad  bridge,  capturing  some  redoubts,  and  secur- 
ing many  prisoners,  the  enemy  retreating  to  heavier  works 
further  to  the  rear.* 

On  the  morning  of  the  24:th  ten  vohmteers  were  called 
for  from  each  regiment  of  Smyth's  brigade,  to  act  as  a 
pioneer  corps  in  constructing  a  rough  bridge  of  felled 
trees  across  the  river,  below  the  railroad.  The  required 
number  from  our  own  battalion  sprang  out  eagerly  and 
without  a  moment's  hesitation,  and  the  work  was  speed- 
ily accomplished  by  these  brave  and  ready  soldiers,  in 
the  face  of  the  enemy's  skirmishers  on  the  opposite  side.+ 
The  entire  brigade  then  crossed,  the  Tenth  being  third 
in  line.  Private  George  Wells,  of  Company  F,  one  of  the 
volunteers,  was  mortally  wounded.  About  three,  r.  m., 
our  brigade  threw  out  two  regiments  as  skirmishers,  to 
feel  the  enemy's  position,  the  12th  Xew  Jersey  charging 
their  rifle  pits  and  driving  them  out.  Tlie  10th  New 
York  and  7th  Virginia  now  came  up,  to  reinforce  the  ad- 
vance. Just  at  dark  a  vigorous  attack  was  made  by  a 
strong  force  of  the  enemy  upon  the  60th  and  ITOth  New 
York  Volunteers,  which  had  been  sent  to  Col.  Smyth  from 
the  Second  Brigade,  and  those  regiments  were  driven 


*  These  wnrks  were  built  tlie  ye.ir  previous,  and  about  the  time  of  the  battle 
of  Chancellorsville. 

+  The  author  regrets  that  he  is  n^n  able  to  i;ive  the  names  of  the  soKliers  (  f 
the  Tenth  whu  thus,  in  ..bcaienLO  to  hi,  r<.-.jii-jst,  vdliinieercil  upon  this  "  forlr>r:i 
hope  "  ihity  with  such  quii.k  acquiescence.  \  et  he  was  witness  to  other  cjses  than 
th.esc,  where  the  l...yish  sol.iiers  of  the  battalion  threw  their  li\o,  into  the  scale  of 
b.ittie  with  a  l'or\  or  which  should  ha%c  m.ide  their  name;  iininorl.d  ;  the  memory 
of  their  deeds,  hi^vevcr,  perishing  to  earthly  fame  with  the  llow  of  their  life  blood. 
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back  from  their  position  on  tlie  left.  The  entire  com- 
mand tben  intrenelied. 

This  position  was  held  -nith  slight  advances  and  skir- 
mishes during  the  next  two  days.  No  particular  ad- 
vantage was  gained,  the  enemy  being  seciirelv  protected 
by  their  works.  The  Tenth  sustained  two  or  three  casu- 
alties, but  did  not  become  actively  engaged,  altliongh 
under  fire  most  of  the  time,  and  doing  its  share  of  picket 
duty  under  an  almost  constant  rain. 

Although  the  passage  of  the  North  Anna  River  had 
been  effected  by  our  army,  and  Lee  forced  back  some 
distance,  Gen.  Grant  had  discovered  by  his  reconnois- 
sances  that  his  opponent  had  taken  a  new  and  strong  po- 
sition, which  seemed  to  be  invulnerable  or  only  to  be 
taken  by  a  heavy  sacrifice  of  life.  Therefore  orders  were 
given  to  recross  the  river  and  march  eastward,  the  swell- 
ing of  the  stream  from  the  rains  nuikiiig  it  advi>able  to 
carry  out  the  design  williout  delay.  The  mo\  ement  was 
accomplished  by  the  St-cond  Corps  on  the  night  of  the 
20th,  Smyth's  brigade  crossing  about  eight  o'clock  and 
bivouacking  for  the  night.  The  next  day  march  was  re- 
commenced towards  the  left,  our  corps  naching  the  Pa- 
munkey  River,  near  Ilaiiovertow  n,  about  eleven,  p.  m. 
Immediately  upon  halting,  our  battalion  was  ordered 
upon  jacket  duty. 

The  following  morning  (28tli)  march  was  resumed 
and  tlie  river  crossed,  the  day  being  spent  in  man-euvcr- 
ing.  Karly  on  the  '20th  an  advanci-  was  made,  and  the 
Tliird  Brigade  gained  a  crest  of  hill  on  the  Tolopntouiov 
Creek,  rr-iin  wlilch  llie  enem\-  had   a  few    minutes  bef"re 

been  ijriven.     In  tliis  n.-i-libMrli i  the  briirade  remained 

until  June  1st,  oceasiuually  taking  a  new  )H»ition  as 
changes  were  ma<le  in   the  lines.     An  attack  aloni;  the 
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entire  front  had  eviclently  been  under  consideration  ;  but 
the  enemy  were  alert  and  Gen.  Grant  was  awaiting  rein- 
forcements from  the  Eighteenth  Corps,  which  Avas  to 
join  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  by  way  of  White  House 
Landing. 

xVt  this  date  the  Union  lines  extended  across  the 
Tolopotomoy  Creek  and  faced  west  and  southwest,  the 
positions  of  the  several  corps  being,  from  right  to  left — 
the  Sixth,  Second,  Ninth  and  Fifth.  The  armies  were 
again  operating  on  the  battlefields  of  18G2.  Our  cav- 
alry were  in  possession  of  Cold  Harl)or,  with  orders 
to  hold  it  until  the  arrival  of  infantry.  This  position 
was  valuable  to  Gen.  Grant,  commanding  as  it  did  the 
road  to  the  White  House,  now  being  made  the  new  base 
of  supplies,  and  facilitating  the  crossing  of  the  Chicka- 
hominy.  The  Sixth  Corps  marched  from  right  to  left 
on  the  night  of  the  01st.  and,  joining  with  the  Eighteentli 
Corps  on  the  1st  of  June,  fought  a  severe  engagement 
and  gained  complete  possession  of  the  important  position. 
Gen.  Grant's  whole  line  was  now  hardly  less  than  eight 
miles  in  length,  and  it  was  determined  to  make  an  at- 
tempt to  force  the  enemy  across  the  Chickahominy.  Ae- 
cordinofly  Gen.  Hancock,  now  on  the  riuht,  was  ordered 
to  change  his  position  to  the  left  of  the  line,  an<l,  at  dark 
on  the  1st,  the  march  was  commenced.  The  Tenth,  with 
other  portions  of  Smyth's  command,  relieved  the  First 
Brigade,  and  held  tlie  works  until  nine.  p.  m.,  wlicn  tliey 
withdrew,  and  shortly  afterwards  were  once  more  on  the 
road  towards  the  enemy's  right. 

Daylight  of  the  -.M  broke  while  still  trnnipin-j  ovei- 
dust\-  ru.-ids,  and  at  <-iuiit  o'clock  the  Srcoii'l  Corps  haltr^l 
at  Cold  Harbor,  the'  Tenth  resting  near  the  very  >pot 
where,  just  two  years  previous,  the  regiment  halted  ami 
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bivouacked  for  the  night  while  en  route  to  join  McClel- 
lan  on  the  Chickahominy.  The  tavern  l>y  tlie  roadside, 
and  the  antiquated  well  hard  by,  recalled  fast  trooping 
memories  to  the  minds  of  those  who  had  braved  the 
Seven  Days  battles  and  the  campaigns  following,  and  who 
were  now  enabled  to  again  look  upon  some  of  the  scenes 
of  their  earlier  military  experience.  Many  members  of 
the  regiment,  sanguine  in  their  expectation  of  a  speedy 
close  of  the  struggle,  then  but  just  begun,  had  since  that 
time  given  up  their  lives  for  the  cause  they  deemed  just. 
Such  thoughts  were  hardly  calculated  to  brighten  the 
minds  of  our  soldiers,  already  overtaxed  by  want  of  rest, 
and  they  were  glad  to  recall  their  senses  to  present  sur- 
roundings. 

While  halting  here,  Lieut.-Col.  Hop]>er,  who  had  re- 
turned from  recruiting  service,  joined  the  battalion  and 
assumed  conmiand.  lie  brought  with  him  a  squad  of 
new  soldiers  who  had  been  armed  and  equipped  at  Alex- 
andria. 

After  some  rest.  Gen.  Hancock  took  position  on  the 
left  of  the  Sixth  Corps,  Gibbon's  division  crossing  the 
Mechanicsville  pike  with  Barlow  on  his  left.  Birney's 
division  was  posted  in  rear  of  Barlow's  left  Hank.  Our 
own  brigade  dei>loyed  in  line  of  battle  and  advanced  to 
a  vacated  line  of  ritie  pits,  where  it  took  position  under 
fire  from  the  enemy's  skirniishers  posted  in  the  woods 
directly  in  front.  But  little  could  be  learned  of  the  en- 
emy's main  works  in  fi-ont  of  Gibbon's  divi>ion,  on  ac- 
count of  the  wo()<ls  cniu'ealing  them,  and,  in  frotit  of  the 
First  Division,  knowle<lL;-e  of  t)ie  Confcdcnih.'  position 
was  eqii.-ilK  ^eaut.  (.)pp()^iN'  the  lati.r  division  was  a 
small  house,  situated  mi  a  )n>>iiiiiiei:l  lu.int,  whicli  was 
notable  from  the  fact  that  (^en.  Porter's  artillery  held  it 
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for  a  long  time  on  the  day  of  the  battle  of  Gaines'  Mill, 
in  1862.  The  house  was  a  point  of  attack  for  Barlow's 
division  in  the  advance  next  day. 

An  assault  along  the  entire  line  of  the  three  corps 
now  in  position — the  Second,  Sixth,  and  Eighteenth — 
was  ordered  for  five  o'clock,  i\  m.  ;  but  a  drenching  shower 
fell  about  that  hour,  and  the  attack  was  suspended  until 
half-past  four,  a.  m.,  of  the  3d. 

Darkness  caiue,  and  it  was  found  that  lights  and  fires 
in  our  battalion  must  be  dispensed  Avitli,  on  account  of 
the  watchful  Rebel  pickets.  The  adjutont  and  sergeant- 
major  had  crept  under  a  slielter  tent  and  were  comparing 
notes  for  the  daily  ''field  return,"  by  the  faint  light  of  a 
candle,  when  the  zip-zip  of  bullets  and  sudden  loud  ad- 
monitions to  "  Put  out  that  light  I  "  reminded  them  of  the 
danger  to  themselves  and  neighbors.  Many  went  coffee- 
less  to  rest  ;  but  nature  demanded  sleep,  and  the  battalion 
was  speedily  oblivious  to  surroundings  or  fear  of  the 
morrow. 

At  daylight,  preparations  were  made  for  the  attack. 
Gibbon's  first  line  consisted  of  Smyth's  and  Tyler's  bri- 
gades deployed,  Avhile  ^lelveen's  and  Owen's  briga<les 
formed  the  second  line  in  close  column  of  regiments.  At 
the  appointed  moment  our  brigade  ad\  anced  with  its  full 
front,  passing  its  vidette  posts  and  entering  t)ie  woods 
without  a  st.und  being  emitted  by  the  men.  A  scatter- 
ing volley  from  tlie  enemy'-  pickets  was  followed  by  :i 
discharge  of  artillery  from  their  lines — the  slu^t  swet-pint,' 
and  crashing  amid  the  trees  and  the  shrapnel  doing  exe- 
cution in  all  divt'ctiiitis.  Silcnc*^  was  now  \\<c\<:«  and 
our  linr  swept  forward  with  a  cheer,  laptuiang  the  op- 
posing i.iekets  and  stri\ing  at  the  -aine  time  t<>  retain 
connection     between     the     regiments  —  bri'ki'u     by     the 
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swampy  ground  and  natural  obstructions,  Avhicli  caused 
portions' of  the  line  a  considerable  detour.  The  brigade 
swung  along  on  its  forward  course,  regardless  of  the 
missiles  of  death  \vhich  decimated  the  ranks,  until  the 
woods  were  cleared  by  the  Tenth  and  the  enemy's  in- 
trenchments  broke  into  full  and  itnobstrticted  view  across 
an  open  space  completely  swept  by  cannon  and  musketry. 
The  fire  at  this  instant  Avas  murderous — the  men  of  the 
brigade  falling  as  thick  as  forest  leaves.  Our  little  bat- 
talion made  a  brave  attempt  to  breast  the  storm,  but  it 
threatened  inevitable  death  to  all.  and  the  scattered  regi- 
ments at  this  point  of  the  line  threw  themselves  flat  on 
the  earth  for  protection.  No  troops  followed  us,  and  it 
would  have  been  a  sheer  impossibility  to  have  crossed 
the  open  ground  which  intervened  and  captured  the  in- 
trenchments  with  our  thin  and  straggling  line.  There 
were  several  men  of  the  Tenth.  ]i()W(.'\er — brave  to  rash- 
ness— who  ke}»t  <.)U  to  within  a  few  yards  of  the  works, 
and  were  there  killed  or  woundcil. 

Where  the  woods  served  lonuer  as  a  partial  shield 
from  the  enemy's  fire,  as  on  the  light  of  tlie  briga(]e,  the 
regiments  advanced  close  to  the  w()rks,  but  with  too 
little  impetus  and  order  to  etfect  a  lodgment  ;  Ijcing 
compelled  to  fall  back  as  best  they  could,  and  with  se- 
vere loss.  On  the  right  of  the  di\i<ioii,  where  Tyler's 
and  ^fcKeen's  brigades  charged,  the  colors  of  the  regi- 
mejits  were  1)orne  uji  to  the  enemy's  int  renchnients  and 
a  temporary  footing  gained  at  some  points,  but  the  result 
was  the  same.*     So  also  Brooke's  brigade,  of  Barlow's 

*  Clen.  Tyk-r  w:,s  s-v.-rly  uouihU-.J  mu\  tliL-  ^-'il-mt  Col.  M.-Kcen  (ii^t  l\-.'n- 
^yl\;mi;i  V<.!unt.-orO  iVll,  >uu  k.-n  to  dcalli,  ju,t  m  iVuUt  ..f  tlio  brtMstw,.,  k.  C...1. 
McM.a-.c.n.  i'.,tii  Nc«  Vork  Vulimiccrs  Ix.rc  hi-,  ...  lors  in  hi>  own  liands  to  tlie 
works.  plaiitinj;  iheiii  on  the  p.ir.ijict,  where  lie  fell,  pierced  by  m:iny  bullets,  and 
expired  in  the  enemy's  hands,  losing  his  flag  with  honor. — "  Life  of  H.Tncock." 
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division,  on  the  left,  captured  works  and  guns  ;  but  were 
forced  to  retreat,  holding  ground,  however,  within  a 
stone's  throw  of  the  hostile  line.  Along  Hancock's  en- 
tire Jine  the  retreat  was  only  for  a  short  distance — the 
various  regiments  intrenching  within  close  musket  range 
of  the  enemy.  Birney's  divisioh  did  not  participate  in 
the  assault,  not  being  near  enough  to  support  Barlow's 
attack.* 

The  ground  gained  and  held  by  the  Tenth  was,  as 
above  stated,  in  the  open,  and  a  slight  rise  served  to 
screen  the  battalion  from  view  when  not  standing.  The 
distance  from  the  enemy's  works  was  possibly  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  yards.  Woods  on  our  right  and  left,  ex- 
tending further  towards  the  enemy  than  those  in  our 
rear,  covered  the  rest  of  the  brigade  and  gave  them  com- 
parative shelter.  The  loss  in  the  battalion  in  its  advance 
had  been  severe,  considering  its  small  numbers.  Two  of 
the  recruits  were  killed  very  near  the  Rebel  works. 
Measures  were  immediately  taken  to  hold  the  ground 
gained  and  intrench  against  a  counter  attack,  and,  with 


*  Swinton,  p.  48,  :  "  It  took  hardly  more  than  ten  minutes  of  the  fi^jment  men 
call  time  to  decide  the  l)attle.  There  \v:is,  aloni;  the  whole  line,  a  ri:sh— the  spec- 
tacle of  impreun.ihle  works— a  bloody  loss — then  a  sullen  falling  Ijack,  .uid  the  action 
was  deculidr 

Ibid,  p.  4S6 :  "Gibbon's  .advance  was  simultaneous  with  Barlow's;  but,  in 
moving  forward,  he  came  upon  one  of  the  swamps  of  the  Chickahominy,  which 
widened  as  the  line  neared  the  enemy's  intrenchments.  This  separated  his  com- 
mand ;  but  the  troops  at  a  fearful  sacrifice  advanced  close  up  to  the  works.  *  " 
Vet  Gibbon's  troops  too  clung  tenaciously  to  the  ground  K^'"cd,and  some  remained 
so  close  to  the  hostile  works  that  the  men  could  only  be  reached  by  covered  ways. 
In  less  than  an  hour  Hancock's  loss  was  above  three  thousand."  [This  lossw.is 
sustained  by  the  two  smallest  divisions  in  the  corps— At  thor]. 

"  I.ifc  of  H..nc..ck,"  pp.  -.ot-i  :  '"On  the  ri^ht.  Gibbon  was  still  11, ..re  severely 
handled.  1  he  diificultic^  of  the  crcund  in  hi^  front  were  such  that  no  rapid  ad- 
vance could  be  made,  and  the  men  were,  therefore,  Ionj;er  e.vposed  to  the  fire. 
*  *  *  Xotw  itli-tan.un;j  the  ohstacK-s  of  the  ;.;round,  however,  I'il/oon's 
troops  pushed  close  up  to  the  enemy's  works,  but  ni't  in  such  stren>;th  and  order  arx 
to  enable  them  to  go  further." 
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what  few  spades  there  were,  aided  by  phites,  cups  and 
bayonets,  a  line  of  works  was  constructed  from  the  sandy 
soil-,  which  before  nightfall  had  assumed  quite  a  formid- 
able appearance. 

Gen.  Hancock's  biographer,  Rev.  D.  X.  Junkin,  states 
that,  soon  after  the  assault.  Gen.  Grant  visited  Hancock 
and  inquired  whether  another  attempt  would  be  likely  to 
succeed.  He  was  told  that  it  would  probably  not,  and 
the  division  commanders  of  the  Second  Corps  coincided 
with  this  view.  Gen.  Grant  requested  Plancock  to  have 
his  troops  in  readiness  to  advance  again  ;  but  not  to 
move  unless  orders  to  that  effect  were  i-eceived  from 
himself  or  Gen.  ]Meade.  The  preparations  were  made, 
but  no  such  orders  Avere  received.  About  nine,  a.  m., 
G-en.  Hancock  received  the  following  : 

IlEADQl-VUTlCJlS    AUMY    OF    TUr.    P.)TOMAC, 

June  ;^(1,  IxrA,  8.45,  a.  m. 
Maj.-Gex.  IIa.moc  k  : 

I  send  you  two  notes  from  Wright,  who  thinks  he  can  carr\' 
the  enemy's  main  line  if  he  is  relieved  by  attacks  of  the  Second 
and  Eighteenth  Col•p^  ;  also,  that  he  is  und.r  the  impression  that 
he  is  in  advance  of  you.  It  is  of  the  greatest  importance  no  ef- 
fort should  be  spared  to  succeed.  Wright  and  Smith  are  botli 
going  to  try  again,  and,  \udcss  you  consider  it  hopeless,  I  would 

lilve  vou  to  do  the  same. 

[Signed,]         Geoiuie  (i.  31kai)R, 

Major-General. 

From  prisoiu'rs  caidured.  Gen.  Hancock  had  learned 
before  he  received  this  thai  reiuforccnicuts  had  come  to 
the  enemy  in  his  front,  and  he  did  not  therefore  i-onsider 
(hat  thero  was  any  li"p.-  of  sm-.^^s  in  another  attack. 
Kegar.lin'^Mlio  iiiiprcssion  of  Gvu.  Wri-ht,  that  lie  was 
in  advance  of  tlie  Second  Corps,  that  was  cKarly  impos- 
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sible  ;  for  both  Gibbon  and  Barlow  were  then  nearly  in 
contact  with  the  enemy  at  several  pointi>. 

Swinton,  in  his  "Army  of  the  Potomac,"  says  that  an 
order  for  a  second  assault  along  the  entire  line  was  given 
on  the  morning  of  the  3d,  but  that  the  order  was  dis- 
obeyed, the  men  unanimously  refusing  to  expose  them- 
selves to  further  saeritico.  This  statement  has  also  been 
made  by  other  writers,  but  it  can  hardly  be  tlie  precise 
fact.  There  may  have  been  a  hitch  in  connection 
with  the  proposed  movement  spoken  of  in  the  dispatch 
above  quoted,  and  some  regiments  may  have  signitied  an 
unwillingness  to  again  assault,  but  the  Second  Corps 
would  certainly  have  again  attacked  the  enemy's  lines  if 
Gen.  Hancock  had  ordered  it.  Dr.  Junkin,  in  his  work, 
describes  such  disobedience  and  refusal  as  "  an  impossi- 
bility and  an  absurdity,  when  ascribed  to  the  Second 
Corps." 

Had  the  original  attack  been  made  by  heavy  columns 
at  diiferent  points  of  the  line,  perhaps  success  would 
have  followed  as  a  general  result.  As  it  was,  the  line 
which  pressed  forward  from  right  to  left  had  only  its 
own  enthusiasm  and  weight  with  which  to  overcome  the 
enemy's  outposts  and  main  Avorks,  and  the  discovery  that 
no  considerable  number  of  troops  Avere  within  supjiort- 
ing  distance  evidently  s])urred  the  Rebels  to  rally,  with 
the  assistance  of  their  ri'serves,  and  rtpulst'  those  bri- 
gades of  the  Second  Corps  which  had  with  dauntless 
courage  really  stormed  and  cai>turc-d  the  works  in  their 
front. 

Pearly  in  the  night  the  enemy  opened  :i  he. ivy  artillery 
tire  upon  cur  front,  and  then  attacked  the  Tiiiid  ilriiriulf. 
charging  also  u|.on  other  portions  of  our  own  and  Jxir- 
low's  divisions.     In  the  darkness  it  was  impossible  for 
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the  men  of  the  Tenth  to  see  more  than  a  few  feet  in  front 
of  their  works,  and  Lieut. -Col.  Hopper  ordered  thtm  not 
to  fire  until  the  assailants  could  be  discerned,  and  then 
to  give  them  a  solid  volley.  We  stood  with  ready  pieces 
and  strained  eyes,  but  the  assaulting  lines  did  not  ap- 
proach near  enough,  and  not  a  shot  was  tired  by  the  l/at- 
talion,  although  the  smooth-bores  in  the  hands  of  the 
12th  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  on  the  right,  i-attled  stead- 
ilv  for  half  an  hour  or  more,  and  both  solid  shot  and 
bullets  came  thickly  from  the  front.  The  attack  was 
repulsed  and  the  Rebels  fell  back  to  their  works  with 
considerable  loss,  leaving  their  dead  and  wounded  upon 
the  same  groun<l  where  hundreds  of  our  own  men  were 
still  lying,  either  killed  or  disabled.  During  the  night 
a  great  many  of  the  wounded  and  some  of  the  dead  were 
brought  in  by  volunteering  parties  from  the  various  regi- 
ments. If  the  writer's  memory  servos  him,  the  bodies  of 
Privates  IVmbroke  and  ^^.anlota  were  recovered  from  the 
extreme  front  and  pro|)erly  buried. 

The  position  occupied  by  the  Tenth  w  as  perilous  to 
life,  both  on  account  of  its  ex[)osure  and  the  fact  that  a 
New  Jersey  battery,  posted  directly  in  the  rear,  was  it- 
self a  constant  target  fur  artillery  and  sharpshooters. 
The  battalion  remained  here  ei^lit  days.  The  duties 
perfonned  and  the  ])ei-iN  encountered  l)y  the  soldiers  in 
the  trenches  at  CoUl  IIarl)>.r,  diirin<i  thi>  memorable 
period,  have  passed  into  the  life  history  of  those  con- 
cerned, if  not  into  li-^ting  National  record.  Our  own  ex- 
perience was  severe.  Under  constant  tire,  wirhont  the 
chance  of  rai-iiiLr  oiir\  head  ;ibo\e  or  l';i\iii'_'  the  work-. 
except  uiidi'r  cover  of  night,  wiili  tlie  conliniial  watch- 
ing for  expected  attcn-k>  ami  i'*|iciiing  tin  tii  when  made. 
all  caused  a  heavy  strain  u[)on   our  soldiers.     Owing  to 
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the  close  proximity  of  the  Rebel  lines,  pickets  were  at 
first  deemed  an  impossibility  in  front  of  the  left  of 
the  Third  Briizade,  except  at  night,  when  videttes  were  . 
stealtlwly  advanced  by  each  regiment  with  orders  to  come 
in  at  davlight.  After  the  la})se  of  two  or  three  days, 
however,  trenches  were  dug  leading  out  from  the  re- 
spective regiments,  and  connecting  the  vidette  ritie  pits, 
and  these  pits  were  thereafter  occupied  during  the  day 
by  the  most  practised  shots,  who  returned  with  interest 
the  compliments  which  the  sharpshooters  of  the  enemy 
had  been  paying  our  line  since  the  3d.  A  large  tree,  just 
in  the  rear  of  the  right  uf  the  Tenth,  was  an  especial 
mark  for  both  the  artillery  and  rifles  of  the  enemy.  Seve- 
ral laro-e  limbs  were  broken  off,  the  trunk  was  indented 
and  torn  by  shell  and  shot,  and  nearly  every  remaining 
twig  bore  the  traces  of  bullets.  This  patriarch  of  the 
forest  was  made  hist-.rical  by  its  grhn  marks  of  war.  and 
if  it  was  nut  the  identical  tree  of  which  parts  were  after- 
wards }>reserved  in  the  War  Dei)artment  at  Washington, 
it  certainly  should  have  been. 

As  has  been  mentioned,  the  battery  stationed  behind 
the  battalion  served  to  draw  a  hot  fire  of  both  artillery 
and  small  arms  to  its  j. articular  location,  and  caused  us 
an  amount  of  discomfort  which  the  rest  of  the  brigade 
could  not  experience.  On  the  ith,  a  defective  shell  fnun 
this  battery  instantly  killed  First -Sergt.  (George  I'.  Cha>e. 
of  Company  C.  lie  had  risen  in  the  works  to  take  a 
careful  >igli"t  an.l  ^llot  at  a  R.'bel  sharpvli.u.ter,  when  the 
shell  exploded  upon  leaving  the  gun,  ca.iyir.g  away  a 
portion  of  th''  brav*'  MT'^-eantV  liead.  Another  frau'inenr 
ofsliell  killed  Corp.  (i-'cr-e  \V.  Keyie.hN.  of  the  same 
company,  while  he  and  the  adjutanl  were  lyin^-  up.-n  the 
same  ru'bl)er  blanket.      Uoth  of  these  soldiers  thus  kilU'.l 
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were  veterans  of  the  old  regiment  and  trust^vorthy  non- 
commissioned officers.  After  these  last-mentioned  cas- 
ualties the  fault  was  partly  remedied  by  the  captain  of 
the  battery,  who  had  been  slow  to  believe  the  testimony 
of  Lieut. -Col.  Hopper  or  the  adjutant,  and  who  was  only 
at  last  really  convinced  of  the  injuiy  done  by  his  ammu- 
nition when  a  fragment  from  a  prematurely  exploding 
shell  nearlv  ended  his  life  while  he  was  arguing  the  mat- 
ter with  those  officers.  It  was  deemed  best,  however,  to 
throw  up  an  embankment  in  our  rear  to  protect  ourselves 
as  much  as  possible  from  further  danger  in  that  quarter, 
and  the  ditch  thus  formed  proved  of  service  for  another 
reason.  The  enemy  soon  began  to  favor  us  with  missiles 
from  several  mortars,  which  they  had  brought  into  position 
opposite  Hancock's  line,  and  the  trench  was  resorted  to 
as  a  shield  against  the  l)ombs  thrown  by  these  disagree- 
able engines  of  warfare. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  Tth  a  truce  was  agreed  upon, 
to  enable  both  armies  to  succor  their  wounded  and  bury 
the  dead  lying  between  the  lines,  and  stretcher  bearers 
and  fatigue  parties  issued  from  both  lines,  soon  becom- 
ing intermingled  in  their  work.  Within  a  few  minutes 
the  forces  on  both  sides  had  mounted  their  breastworks, 
and  a  picture  was  presented  not  often  seen,  even  during 
this  strange  and  eventful  war.  Standing  on  the  works 
occupied  bv  the  Tenth,  a  line  of  blue  could  be  traced  on 
the  right  and  left  fur  a  long  distance,  zigzagging  as  the 
works  confornu'd  to  the  nature  of  the  ground,  and  hid- 
den occasionally  l)y  the  woods.  Opposite,  a  gray  line 
marked  the  Rebel  intrenchments  .piife  as  distitutly.  and 
gave  one  an  insi'.dit  into  the  difficult ies  whieii  had  ren- 
dered the  cluu-'_rc'  on  the  morning  of  the  .'M  so  terribly 
unsuccessful.     Occasional  soldiers  began  jumping  from 
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the  Union  works  to  meet  their  antagonists  of  an  hour 
previous,  both  sides  being  eager  to  commence  trading 
in  coffee,  sugar  and  tobacco.  This  promiscuous  mingling, 
however,  became  obviously  perilous,  and  may  possibly 
have  put  a  premature  ending  to  the  truce  ;  the  almost 
unnatural — because  unwonted — quiet,  which  had  reigned 
for  perhaps  two  hours,  with  the  relaxation  of  the  intense 
strain  upon  the  nerves,  being  suddenly  terminated  by  a 
shot  from  a  battery  towards  the  left  of  the  Second  Corps, 
which  acted  much  the  same  as  a  magician's  wand,  caus- 
ing the  soldiers  between  the  lines  to  scurry  like  rabbits 
to  their  respective  works,  and,  in  the  twinkling  of  an 
eye,  transforming  the  blue  and  gray  lines  into  gloomy 
and  apparently  deserted  intrenchments.  In  a  moment 
or  two  the  sharpshooters  began  their  deadly  work  and 
artillery  resumed  its  play.  The  truce  was  ended  and  ap- 
parentlv  forgotten  by  the  main  jiortion  of  the  armies 
concerned. 

First-Lieut.  Harvey  Y.  Russell,  of  Company  C,  of  the 
Tenth,  was  wounded  on  the  5th,  wliile  assisting  to  bury 
one  of  the  battalion,  just  in  rear  of  the  works.  The  to- 
tal loss  of  the  command,  in  killed  and  wounded,  in  the 
operations  at  Cold  Harbor  was  twenty-six — an  unusually 
large  proportion  of  the  number  being  killed  instantly  or 
mortally  injured.  Following  is  a  list  of  those  killed  and 
who  died  of  wounds  : 

Company  A  :  Private-^  David  T.  Doremus,  Elias  TI. 
IJaiiks  and  William  Dillon. 

Company  B  :  Private  William  J.  Elliot. 

Com]. any  C  :  Scru't.  George  P.  Chase,  Corp.  W.  Pey- 
iiohls,  Private  I'ati-ick  Durkin. 

Company  K  :   Private  Thomas  Felix. 
19 
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Company  F  :  Privates  James  Pembroke,  Franz  Whe- 
lan,  Alsondra  Samota,  John  G.  Rempis. 

Total,  12.* 

Privates  Joseph  W.  Kay  and  William  J.  Elliot,  of 
Company  B,  were  wounded  while  acting  as  mounted  or- 
derlies for  the  brigade  commander.  Young  Elliot  died 
of  his  injury.  Both  were  mere  boys  and  were  conspicu- 
ously courageous  in  action. f 

The  following  is  a  portion  of  Col.  Smyth's  report  of 
the  operations  of  his  brigade  from  June  3d  to  7th,  inclu- 
sive : 

At  half -past  four,  a.  m.,  June  3d,  I  was  ordered  to  attack  the 
enemy.  I  formed  my  brigade  in  line  of  battle  and  charged  the 
enemy's  works.  "When  the  command  arrived  at  from  sixty  to 
one  hundred  yards  from  the  enemy's  works,  the  ranks  had  become 
so  thinned,  and  the  fire  from  the  enemy's  artillery  and  musketry 
was  so  destructive,  that  the  men  were  compelled  to  halt  and  seek 
such  shelter  as  presented  itself.  In  this  position  the  romniand  soon 
erected  a  rude  breastwork.  At  nine,  a.  ir.,  Berdan's  Sharpshooters 
and  a  battalion  of  the  1st  :Massachu<ctts  Heavy  Artillery  reported 
to  me.  *  *  •*  At  four,  v.  m.,  the  lG4th  New  York  and 
the  remaining  baUalion  of  the  1st  ^lassachusetts  reported  to  me, 
which  regiments  I  formed  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  ravine,  on 
my  extreme  right.  My  line  strengthened  their  works,  and  was  ar- 
ranged, from  right  to  left,  as  follows:  1st  Massachusetts,  164th  New 
York,  14th  Connecticut,  8th  Ohio,  4th  Ohio,  7th  Virginia,  12th 
New  .Jersey,  lOih  New  York,  1st  Delaware,  14th  Indiana. 

About  eight,  v.  .m.,  the  enemy  opened  upon  u^  a  terrible  artil- 
lerj-  fire,  which  lasted  about  thirty  minutes,  after  which  he  charged 
along  my  whole  line.    He  was  repulsed  with  considerable  less. 


•  The  Appendix  contains  a  complete  list  of  the  wounJeJ. 

t  The  Second  Corps  received  an  almost  niort.^l  bl.iw  at  Cold  Haihor.  A  writer 
says  :  "  .■V  story  wa^  current  in  the  army  about  this  time  that  tJcii.  llancock,  upon 
beintraslccd  where  the  Second  Corps  was,  replied  that  '  it  lay  buried  bct.veen  the 
RapidananJ  James.'  This  reply  inl.;ht  have  been  m.ide  v.  Ith^iit  any  gr-al  e.x.igi^er- 
ation,  for  it  had  lost  in  battle  the  tlower  of  its  strength.  1  he  average  loss,  for  a 
period  of  about  thirty  days,  was  over  400  men  daily." 
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During  the  night,  one-half  of  the  command  were  kept  avrake  and 
under  arms.  In  this  action  Lieut.  Benjamin  Y.  Draper,  A.  A.D.C., 
on  my  staff,  a  brave  and  gallant  young  officer,  was  killed.  At  half- 
past  ten,.A.  M.,  June  4th,  the  enemy  opened  on  us  a  heavy  artillery 
lire,  which  continued  until  thirty-five  minutes  past  eleven,  doing 
but  little  injury.  Sharp  skirmishing  was  kept  up  all  day.  At  forty 
minutes  past  eight,  p.  >r.,  the  brisk  skirmish  changed  to  a  verj- 
hea^-y  musketry  fire  on  both  sides,  followed  by  a  short  artillery 
duel,  which  did  no  damage  to  my  brigade,  except  wounding  one  of 
my  staff  orderlies,  Private  Kay,  Tenth  Xew  York. 

June  5th,  in  the  afternoon,  my  standard  bearer.  Private  Elliot. 
Tenth  New  York,  Wivs  mortally  wounded  whilst  carrying  an  order. 
At  half-past  eight,  p.  m.,  the  enemy  commenced  a  vigorous  attack 
with  artillery  and  musketry,  which  lasted  twenty-four  minutes, 
without  doing  injury.  Heavy  skirmishing  continued  during  June 
0th,  and  until  four,  p.  M.,  June  7th,  when  a  cessation  of  hostilities 
was  ordered,  to  give  an  opportunity  to  bury  the  dead. 

The  position  of  the  Rebel  army  seemed  to  grow  in 
strength  dailv,  and  altliougli  Gen.  Grant  extended  his  left 
to  the  Chickahominy,  the  enemy  still  confronted  him  in 
force.  He  at  length  decided  to  pass  the  river  consider- 
ably beyond  Lee's  right,  and,  moving  thence  to  the 
Jame.s,  to  cross  that  stream  and  threaten  Richmond's 
connections  with  the  South.  Col.  Smyth's  brigade  was 
relieved  from  duty  in  the  trenches  on  the  10th,  and,  on 
the  12th,  at  dark,  marelied  with  the  rest  of  the  Second 
Corps  to  the  left,  crossing  the  Chickahominy  at  Long 
"Briilge.  The  march  was  continued  with  intervals  of  rest 
until  the  night  of  the  13th,  when  Wilcox's  Landing,  on 
the  James  River,  was  readied.  The  Fifth  Corps  took 
the  same  route.  On  tlie  night  of  the  1  tth,  Hancock 
crossed  the  river  liy  means  of  tran<i>orts,  the  rroops  land- 
ing at  Windmill  Point  aliout  ilayliglit.* 

•  A  portion  of  the  nrmy,  with  most  r.f  the  tr.iiiis.  crossed  afterwards  by  means 
of  a  pontuon  bridge.      Itls  bridge  w  .ii  ;i:i  nclii-.-venient  in  en.',ineeriii,;  of  consider- 
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After  a  rest  of  three  or  four  hours,  Gibbon's  division 
pushed  on  towards  Petersburg,  followed  by  the  balance 
of  the  corjis.  The  day  was  exceedingly  hot  and  the  roads 
as  heavy  and  dusty  as  Virginia  roads  ever  are  in  dry 
summer  weather.  From  disuse  they  had  ceased  to  have 
the  appearance  of  highways.  Very  few  white  inhabit- 
ants remained  in  the  region,  they  having  fled  at  the  ap- 
proach of  our  army.  The  maps  furnished  to  Gen.  Han- 
cock appear  to  have  been  faulty,  and  negro  guides  had 
to  be  consulted  as  to  tlie  best  roads  by  which -to  reach 
the  position,  near  Petersburg,  to  which  the  Second  Corps 
was  ordered  by  Gen.  Meade.  Heavy  tiring  was  occa- 
sionally heard  aliead,  growing  nearer  and  louder  as  each 
mile  was  covered.  Late  in  the  afternoon  the  Tenth  was- 
detached,  with  the  12th  Xew  Jersey,  to  guard  two  diverg- 
ing roads  at  a  point  about  seven  miles  from  the  city,  un- 
til the  ammunition  trains  in  the  rear  should  i»ass.  The 
two  commands  rejoined  their  brigade  about  midnight,  a 
halt  having  been  made  near  the  line  of  heavy  forts  pro- 
tecting Petersburg.  Our  men  thus  lost  what  little  sleep 
the  balance  of  the  brigade  had  enjoyed,  and  of  which 
they  were  sadly  in  need  after  the  wakeful  experience  of 
the  previous  night  on  the  transports;  for,  after  rations 
were  liurriedly  issued.  Gibbon's  and  Birney's  divisions 
were  quickly  marched  to  the  fortifications,  which  had 
been  captured  by  the  troops  of  the  Tenth  and  Eighteenth" 
Corps  the  afternoon  previous,  relieving  the  divisions  of 
those  corps  then  in  the  works.  Very  severe  tighting  had 
taken  place  in  and  around  the  earthwork  fort  which  our 
battalit'U    now   occupied,   and    <(>vri:il    dead    soldiers   of 

al.!e  i:r.le,  Ix-iiii;  .,%  cr  iwo  ili,,ii-;iiui  ftet  In  Icnuili.  w  itli  tlic  channel  loat^;in>.h^rc J 
in  thirteen  l.ithcnis  of  walrr.  It  w.is  ttyun  during;  the  I'orcnoun  of  tlic  14th  .inil 
coinpioted  by  midnight. 
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Gen.  Hincks'  colored  regiments  were  lying  within  and 
around  the  work.  A  picket  detail  was  sent  out  from  the 
battalion,  and  then  all  endeavored  to  snatch  what  sleep 
they  could  oV)tain,  before  the  dawn,  which  was  already 
heralded  in  the  eastern  horizon,  sliould  usher  in  another 
day. 


PERIOD  III. 

IN    THE    TRENCHES    BEFORE    PETERSBURG STRAWBERRY 

PL.UNS ream's    station DEEP    BOTTOM 

BOYDTOV    nO\D HATCHEr's    RUN. 

Gen.  Grant's  entii-e  force  operating  against  Richmond, 
composed  of  the  Armies  of  the  Potomac  and  the  James, 
was  now  either  in  route  towards  Petersburg  or  already 
environing  the  city,  'i'lie  movement  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potojnac  across  the  Chickahominy  and  James  had  been 
made  with  disi)atch  and  without  the  loss  of  a  wagon  or 
piece  of  artillery,  while  the  Eighteenth  Corps  had  l)een 
transported  up  the  James  River  with  equal  success.  Gen. 
Meade's  army  Avas  now  united  with  that  of  Gen.  But- 
ler.*    In  the  conduct  of  the  grand  campaign,  thus  far, 

*  The  movements  of  the  Army  of  thp  Potomac,  ^iiice  cuttina;  I.kisc  from  Brandy- 
Station,  Ntay  3d,  had  devolved  a  prodigious  amouiU  of  work,  upon  that  wouJcrful 
machine,  the  "  (Quartermaster's  Department."  No  sooner  was  P"rederii:l:.sburg  oc- 
•  upied  than  the  roail  to  .'Vcquia  Creek  was  opened,  and  .1  hridpe  across  Potom.ic 
l  reck,  4»2  ft.  long  and  Bj  ft.  hiijh,  tOj^eilier  with  wharves,  were  immediately  built. 
This  road  was  operated  for  a  few  »  ceks  ordy,  w  lien  the  army  left  Kredericksburi;  and 
the  base  of  supplies  was  shifted  to  Port  Royal,  on  the  Rappahannock.  A  very  few- 
clays  siifficc<l  for  that  route,  aixl  ilien  tliff  base  was  transferred  to  White  House,  on 
the  P.imunkey.  Scarcely  twciuv-f.  iir  iiours  after  our  advance  reached  the  Chick- 
ahominy. locomotives  were  vihistlin^  on  the  White  Hou-e  Railroad.  Ihen  came 
llie  cro^siu.i;  of  liie  J.iinc.  .111. i  the  shiftin  -  of  supplivs  to  City  Point,  on  that  river. 
<.)ur  .irmy  had  ahun.laiit  re.ison  to  thank  the  much-abused  (Tuartei  in.ister's  I>ep.irt- 
ment  for  its  generalship. 
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Grant  had  faithfully  endeavored  to  carry  out  his  inten- 
tion of  approaching  Richmond  overland,  never  losing 
sight,  however,  of  his  theory  that  Lee's  army  was  the 
true  objective  point.  The  marching  had  been  rapid  and 
the  fighting  bloody,  while  the  changes  of  position  to  meet 
emergencies  were  conceived  with  promptness  and  exe- 
cuted with  the  utmost  celerity.  But  Gen.  Lee  had  kept 
a  stronger  army,  numerically,  in  the  front  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac  than  it  had  been  supposed  he  could,  and, 
since  the  first  days  of  the  Wilderness  campaign,  he  had 
been  exceedingly  careful  in  selecting  strong  and  defen- 
sible positions,  and  in  never  risking  battle  on  an  open 
field.  His  army  had  lost  heavily,  of  course,  but  was  yet 
sufficiently  strong,  with  the  reinforcements  it  had  re- 
cently received,  to  maintain  its  ground  firmly  on  inner 
and  defensive  lines,  and,  united  with  the  strong  force 
hitherto  opposing  Gen.  Butler  on  the  James,  it  was  ca- 
pable of  a  long  and  protracted  resistance. 

Had  the  movement  of  the  Tenth  and  Eighteenth 
Coqjs,  on  the  15th  of  June,  been  better  planned  strate- 
gically, and  the  attacks  upon  the  works  properly  sup- 
ported and  followed  up,  Petersburg  would  undoubtedly 
have  been  taken — its  defensive  works  being  in  reality  but 
feebly  manned  ;  but,  before  the  Second  Corps  could  ar- 
rive, the  fighting  had  ended  with  the  capture — by  the 
colored  troops  and  their  Avhito  comrade^ — of  16  guns  and 
300  prisoners. 

The  rattle  of  musketry  startled  the  soldiers  of  the 
Tenth  from  sleep  early  on  tlie  IGth.  It  j>roved  to  be  an 
advance  of  the  brigade  picket  line  acro>s  a  small  run  in 
their  fmnt,  the  main  iiiciiiti%e  haviiiLf  bffU  a  ratlur  di- 
lapidated looking  huuje.  occupii.l  by  tlio  enemy's  vi- 
dettes,  and  which  some  of  the  7th  Yir^iiiia  Resximent 
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imagined  might  possibly  contain  provender  of  some  sort. 
A  few  wild  soldiers  of  that  command  made  a  sudden  ad- 
vance upon  the  house,  and  the  entire  picket  line  of  the 
Third  Brigade  rushed  across  the  little  stream  and  routed 
the  Rebel  videttes,  thoroughly  cleaning  out  the  place 
and  holding  the  ground  gained.  The  spoils  consisted  of 
several  prisoners,  with  two  or  three  hams  and  a  quantity 
of  other  eatables — no  loss  being  sustained  by  our  men 
that  the  author  can  recollect.  Sergt.  William  Early, 
of  Company  A,  of  the  Tenth,  brought  in  an  officer  and 
two  men  whom  he  had  been  instrumental  in  capturing. 

Gen.  Hancock  had  been  instructed,  in  the  temporary 
absence  of  Gens.  Grant  and  Meade,  to  take  command  of 
all  the  troops  in  front  of  Petersburg  this  morning  (IGth), 
and  to  push  forward  a  reconnoissance  to  determine  a 
suitable  place  for  an  assault  which  it  was  proposed  to 
make  at  six,  r.  m.  Birney's  division,  on  Gibbon's  left, 
made  the  reconnoissance.  Barlow's  division  was  formed 
on  Birney's  left,  and  the  Ninth  Corps  was  massed  on  the 
left  of  the  Second.  An  animated  musketry  and  artillery 
tire  ensued,  and  continued  until  the  time  of  the  general 
assault.  Gen.  Meade  had  then  arrived  and  the  divisions 
of  Barlow  and  Birney  attacked  the  enemy's  positions,  as- 
sisted by  a  portion  of  Gibbon's  commaTid,  and  supported 
by  two  brigades  each  of  the  Ninth  and  Eighteenth  Corps. 
Tlie  enemy  had  been  busily  engaged  during  the  night  in 
replacing  the  militia  in  the  defences  with  veteran  troops, 
and  the  .Second  Corps  again  mot  its  old  antaironists.* 

For  the  first  time  since  the  crossing  of  the  Rapidan, 

*  SwiiiKMi,  p.  506,  s;xys:  "  In  th'-  morning  i:  w.is  fnarul  that  i  n-.-w  line  nf\vork> 
hail  lieen  thrown  up  arouini  the  town.  clefendL-il  hy  a  larae  fon.c  .ilroaJy  present, 
which  was  constantly  roinf'Tccd  by  ili-.-  rapidly  arrivini;  ConfMitrate  corps.  It  was 
snoii  manifest  tliat  the  "  CoclcaJe  City,'  which  the  day  before-  w.is  the  open  pri/-- 
of  the  first  captor,  would  demand  for  Its  posses.sion  a  battle  or  a  siege." 
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six  weeks  previous,  the  Third  Brigade  was  actually  upon 
the  reserve.  Holding  the  captured  line  of  Rebel  works, 
situated  upon  a  high  elevation,  the  scene  of  conflict  lay 
before  us,  although  the  movements  of  the  troops  were 
obscured  to  some  extent  by  the  forest.  The  ground  be- 
tween the  opposing  lines  was  broken  and  rugged,  with 
here  and  there  cultivated  fields.  Crests  of  ground  were 
carried  and  the  outer  works  of  the  enemy  captured  in 
several  instances;  but,  at  the  end  of  the  day's  contest,  it 
was  doubtful  if  the  capture  of  a  redoubt  and  other  small 
advantages  gained  had  compensated  us  for  the  loss  of 
between  loOO  and  '^000  men. 

Next  morning  (ITth)  the  Third  Brigade  was  hurried 
to  the  left  of  the  corps,  in  support  of  the  First  Division. 
Here  the  command  remained  during  the  day,  at  times 
under  heavy  artillery  fire.  At  one  time  during  the  after- 
noon a  charge  at  double-quick  time  was  made  to  the 
front,  where  assistance  was  needed  in  consequence  of  an 
advance  of  the  enemy  upon  our  lines.  The  Tenth  lost 
here  four  men  killed  and  wounded.  xVbout  eight,  v.  m., 
the  brigade  was  marched  a  short  distance  to  the  right  to 
till  a  gap  l)et\veen  the  First  and  Third  Divisions,  and  by 
some  blunder  the  Tenth,  with  other  portion^  of  the  bri- 
gade, was  left  in  an  advanced  position,  with  no  or<lers 
and  without  exact  knowledge  of  the  situation.  After  an 
hour  or  two  had  passed,  an  order  to  withdraw,  from  some 
source,  was  ol)eyed,  thouirli  not  without  considerable 
p')U'.'^fte  and  the  lo>s  of  several  men  from  the  brigade. 
The  total  lo<^  of  tlie  Tenth  this  day  was  eight  killed  and 
wounded  and  one  pri>.>ner.  the  laUer  beiii- S,  r-t.  Early. 
of  Company  A,  wlio  !\ad  tiie  j.reee'liiig  day  -igiiaii/.ed 
himself  by  eapturinj  sever:'.!  lieb.el  skirmishers.  l*rivat«'> 
Charles  john.-on  and   William  Smith,  of  Company  F, 
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were  killed,  and  Private  John  Egan,  of  Company  E,  was 
mortally  wounded.*  These  losses  were  severely  felt  at 
this  time  when  our  numbers  were  so  reduced,  each  regi- 
ment having  generally  to  perform  an  equal  share  of 
picket  and  other  duties,  regardless  of  the  number  of  offi- 
cers and  men  present  for  duty.  The  steady  marching 
and  lighting  through  the  campaign  had  told  upon  the 
strength  of  those  of  the  battalion  who  had  escaped  bul- 
lets— sickness  causing  many  to  seek  the  hospital. 

Before  daylight  of  the  next  morning,  or  rather  of  the 
same  morning — for  it  was  midnight  before  the  battalion 
dropped  down  to  rest — our  brigade  rejoined  its  own  di- 
vision, and  at  four,  a.  m.,  advanced  upon  the  enemy's 
lines,  discovering  that  they  had  abandoned  their  works 
immediately  in  front  for  an  inner  series  of  defences  about 
half  a  mile  back.  jS"ew  combinations  now  became  neces- 
sary, and  at  noon  ami  thnnighout  the  remainder  of  the 
day,  desperate  attacks  were  taade  on  the  Confederate 
lines  by  the  Second  Corps,  in  conjunction  with  the  other 
corps  in  position  on  its  right  and  left.  Gen.  Hancock 
had  on  the  night  previous  temporarily  relinciuished  com- 
mand of  his  corps  on  account  of  his  old  wound,  Gen. 
Birney  succeeding  him.  The  last  charge  on  the  Second 
Corps  front  was  made  in  the  afternoon,  from  the  Ilarc 
House,  by  Mott's  division,  with  two  columns  formed  in 
columns  of  regiments.  The  Tliird  Brigade  (temporarily 
under  command  of  Lieut. -Col.  ilopjicr,  the  ranking  offi- 
cer present.)  sup[)oited  the  Ist  Maine  Heavy  Artillery. 
about  1000  stron<jr,  in  a  gallant  advance  against  tlie  ene- 
my's works.  Tlie  new  reirimeiit,  not  yet  dishiartiMied  bv 
unsuccessful  a-^aiilts,  cliar-fii  uallautly  .uton  .lu  open 
field,  but  failed  in  its  ;itttMn|.r.  leaving  more  than  •'.(»(»  in 

•  The  ii.xnics  of  the  wounded  appe.ir  in  tlie  Appendix. 
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killed  and  wounded  upon  the  field.  Our  o^vn  brigade 
was  not  called  upon  to  press  the  attack,  but  a  brigade  of 
3Iott's  division,  lying  in  the  road  where  the  charging 
regiment  had  formed,  failed  to  go  forwai'd,  although  tlie 
officers  made  strong  efforts  to  spur  their  veteran  regi- 
ments to  a  continuance  of  the  bloody  charge.  In  the 
words  of  a  brave  general  ofiicer,  the  veterans  "had  seen 
the  wolf  and  bore  his  scars." 

The  advantages  gained  by  our  army  during  the  day 
were  trifling,  really,  the  new  main  line  of  the  enemy 
around  the  city  not  being  penetrated.  Our  line,  how- 
ever, was  well  established  across  the  Norfolk  Railroad 
on  the  left,  and  the  enemy's  position  developed.  Sergt. 
Edward  Smith,  of  Company  D,  of  the  Tenth,  was 
wounded  in  the  day's  manceuvering  and  fighting. 

The  vicissitudes  and  experiences  of  the  long  cam- 
paign had  by  this  time  taught  our  soldiers  how  to  take 
advantage  of  fences,  stone  walls,  trees  and  inequalities 
of  ground,  to  shield  themselves  from  danger  when  ex- 
posure was  not  actually  necessary  ;  and  they  had  be- 
come adepts,  to  a  certain  extent,  in  this  business.  It  may 
have  been  a  natural  result  of  the  breastwork  style  of 
fighting  so  much  practiced  of  late.  The  men  had  also 
become  tacticians  and  strategists  by  virtue  of  their  exi)cri- 
ence,  and,  by  glancing  over  intL-rvoning  ground,  could 
generally  tell  whether  it  Avas  pos^ilile  f(u-  tluin  to  storm 
and  carry  a  certain  position.  In  more  than  one  instance 
they  had  actfd  according  to  their  judgment,  and  refused 
to  peril  their  lives  where  that  judgment  told  them  suc- 
ce>;s  would  not  crown  xhv'w  effort-;.  This  -was  certainly 
recklessness  in  regard  to  re-ult>  ;  \^>v  under  <'l]ier  cireum- 
stances  it  would,  probably,  h;i\e  been  considered  muti- 
nous conduct ;  but  the  campaign  had  made  all  reckless, 


THE  MORALE  OF  THE  ARMY.  299 

ill  a  measure,  and  if  a  regiment  of  men  had  been  sen- 
tenced to  be  shot  to  death  for  the  disobedience,  they 
would  possibly  have  acquiesced,  with  the  argument  that 
it  was  as  well  to  be  shot  in  one  way  as  another.  Such  feel- 
ing was  at  this  time  not  uncommon  throughout  the  army, 
particularly  amongst  the  veterans,  and  it  took  weeks  of 
rest  to  eradicate  it.  If  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  had 
been  composed  of  automatic  soldiers,  reared  to  arms  and 
accustomed  to  blind  obedience,  perhaps  the  case  might 
have  been  different  ;  but  there  were  thinking,  calculat- 
ing, intelligent  men  in  each  company  of  each  regiment, 
and  they  weighed  chances,  studied  the  "  whys  and  where- 
fores," and  considered  results  to  be  attained,  and  so  were 
not  always  implicitly  to  be  relied  upon  as  a  machine  to 
be  run  into  certain  death.  As  a  rule,  brave  men  are  not 
fearless.  Those  who,  fearless  and  without  cause,  rush  to 
death,  are  generally  either  foolish  or  unduly  excited. 
The  bravest  men  of  the  rank  and  tile  enter  into  action 
with  steady  front,  although  their  cheeks  may  blanch  at 
impending  risk.  Their  sense  of  manhood  and  scorn  of 
shirking  impel  them  to  show  example  to  others  less  brave. 
Yet  even  these  men  of  conscience  and  princii)le  have  be- 
come stubborn  and  intractable  when  daily  faced  by,  and 
(Ordered  to  assail,  lines  apparently  impregnable.* 

During  the  next  few  days  the  Second  Corps  was  al- 
most conlinually  in  motion.  Tlie  lines  of  the  army  now 
extended  from  the  Appomattox  River,  on  the  right,  to  the 
Jerusalem  plank  road,  on  the  left,  and  works  were  thrown 
up  across  that  highway.     On  the  ~2d,  Col.  Smyth's  bri- 

•  Swinton,  in  his  "Army  "f  the  Pntoma^,"  p.  -■>''.  says  :  "  It  !<  .i  iii'staki;  to  sup- 
pose th.it  soldiers,  and  --pf  irilly  siu  h  sol'licrs  as  composcil  the  American  army, 
are  lavish  uf  their  li\c^;  thoy  are  ehary  of  tlieir  live-,  ami  are  never  wli:it  newspaper 
j.irgun  constantly  represcnteJ  them  to  be — 'e.igor  lor  the  fray."    ' 
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gade  held  works  just  erected  on  the  left  of  this  road  and 
near  the  '"  Jones  House,"  while  the  balance  of  the  corps, 
in  conjunction  with  the  Fifth,  advanced  against  the  en- 
emy's works,  preparatory  to  a  concerted  movement  to  the 
left  against  the  Weldon  Railroad.  The  Rebel  corps  of 
Gen.  A.  P.  Hill  succeeded,  hoM-ever,  in  Hanking  Barlow's 
division,  and  the  entire  ►Second  Corps  was  taken  in  re- 
verse, losing  many  in  killed,  wounded  and  prisoners,  as 
well  as  Mcknight's  four-gun  battery.  The  Second  and 
Sixth  Corps  again  went  forward,  and  succeeded  in  re- 
gaining the  lost  ground  and  throwing  up  intrenchments; 
but  a  reconnoissance  afterwards  made  disclosed  the  fact 
that  the  Rebels  were  strongly  intrenched  along  the  east 
side  of  the  Weldon  Railroad. 

The  author  has  no  knowledge  of  any  loss  sustained 
in  our  own  brigade  during  the  day's  operations,  but  he 
has  a  distinct  recollection  of  the  tremendous  shelling 
which  it  underwent  wliilo  holding  the  breastworks.  The 
case  shot  and  shrapnel  whistled  through  the  woods, 
bursting  in  every  direction,  the  fragments  striking  with 
a  thud  everywhere.  All  would  have  welcomed  an  order 
to  advance,  in  i)reference  to  remaining  where  they  were 
posted.  This  lying  under  the  tire  of  artillery  always 
proved  demoralizing,  and  was  one  of  those  things  which 
"took  tlie  starch  out  of  one's  enthusiasm,  and  made  the 
poetry  of  war  a  sickening  prose."  Tlu-re  was  sometimes 
a  grateful  sound  in  the  screech  ..f  a  rushing  shell,  but 
that  was  when  it  was  traveling  towards  tlie  enemy. 
Horses  and  mules  shiver  and  tremhle  when  thr  whirr  and 
whiz  of  a  shot  or  shell  i^  hiMni— a  sonirthiu'.'  supernat- 
ural appearing  to  have  taken  wings  to  itsdt.  Sohliers 
are  somc^times  atfected  slinilarlv,  until    nasuii  tells  them 
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that  the  missile  will  fall  short  or  overreach  them,  when 
common  sense  resumes  its  sway. 

A  few  davs  after  the  unfortunate  affair  just  noted, 
the  Second  Corps  was  withdrawn  to  the  rear  and  went 
into  camp.  Its  constant  work  since  the  commencement 
of  the  campaign,  with  the  heavy  losses  sustained,  had 
not  only  depleted  it  in  numbers — it  being  but  a  mere 
shadow  of  the  noble  corps  w^hich  was  reviewed  by  Gen. 
Grant  at  Stevensburg  two  or  three  months  previous — 
but  the  morale  of  the  men  appeared  at  a  lower  ebb.  This 
was  seen  conspicuously  in  the  battle  of  the  '^Sd,  where 
they  lost  a  battery  of  guns  which  were  not  recaptured — 
the  first  guns  the  corps  had  lost,  with  the  solitary  excep- 
tion of  one  piece  which  liad  to  be  abandoned  on  the  9th 
of  May,  while  withdrawing  across  the  Po  Kiver.  This 
state  of  affairs  was  probably  owing  to  the  heavy  loss  of 
officers,  both  commissioned  and  non-commissioned,  whose 
places  had  necessarily  been  filled  by  those  less  experi- 
enced, and  somewhat  also  to  the  quality  of  the  recruits 
received  since  the  opening  of  the  campaign.  These 
causes  had  undoubtedly  inpaired  the  etiieiency  of  many 
of  the  regiments,  but  the  corps  needed  rest,  and  this  was 
now  accorded  to  it  in  a  certain  measure,  although  the 
relief  which  it  was  possil)le  to  obtain  in  front  of  a  be- 
sieged city,  and  liable  to  active  operations  each  day, 
was  not  the  quiet  whicli  would  have  been  attainable  in 
a  camp  remote  from  the  sound  of  the  enemy's  guns. 

By  the  27th  of  June  Gen.  Hancock  was  so  far  recov- 
ered as  to  permit  him  to  resume  command.  On  the  :29th 
Col.  Smvth  Avas  ordere.l  to  move  to  tlie  front  and  left 
and  occupy  a  jiurtion  of  the  Vtrea^tworks  of  the  Sixth 
Corps,  whieii  had  been  suddenly  ordered  to  Washington 
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to  repel  Gen.  Early's  invasion.  In  this  position  the  bri- 
gade remained  until  the  "^d  of  July. 

The  dust  in  the  camps  and  on  the  roads  had  become 
several  inches  deep,  owing  to  the  long  drouth,  with  the 
ceaseless  rolling  of  wagons  and  tread  of  feet,  and  the 
entire  army  was  suffering  from  the  dry  weather.  Our 
battalion  hungered  for  something  palatable,  Avhich  would 
be  a  change  from  the  monotonous  diet  furnished  by  the 
commissary,  and,  while  in  these  breastworks,  the  Sani- 
tary Commission  opportunely  appeared  upon  the  scene 
and  furnished  vegetables  and  pickles  to  the  troops  with- 
out stint,  a  good-sized  barrel  full  of  pickles  falling  to 
the  share  of  the  Tenth.  Just  as  they  were  received, 
however,  orders  came  to  leave  the  works,  and  the  main 
part  of  the  barrel  was  left,  falling  perhaps  into  the  hands 
of  some  other  regiment.  This  incident  only  proved  the 
home-made  adage,  "  It  never  rains  but  it  pours,"  and  our 
soldiers  had  often  seen  it  verified.  Fresh  beef  would 
sometimes  be  an  every-day  diet  for  days  and  weeks,  un- 
til "  salt  horse  "  would  have  brought  a  dollar  a  pound 
if  it  could  have  been  purchased.  Suddenly  facilities 
would  allow  issues  of  salt  meat,  and  bacon  would  form 
the  staple  ration  for  weeks  more,  until  every  one  was 
willing  to  forfeit  a  good  part  of  his  pay  for  a  chance  at 
a  fresh  steak  again. 

Between  the  2d  and  ^Oth  of  July  the  Tenth  was  em- 
ployed in  various  duties  :  tearing  down  old  breastworks 
in  some  places  and  assisting  to  erect  new  ones  in  others  ; 
digging  covered  ways  in  the  rear  of  some  portions  of 
the  line,  and  of  course  doinir  a  certain  amount  of  ])icket 
duty,  although  on  the  rear  line.  During  this  time,  how- 
ever, opportunity  was  had  for  comparative  rest  and  a 
general  cleaning  and  brightening  up,  which  was  duly 
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appreciated.  On  the  18th  a  huge  thirteen-inch  mortar 
was  placed  in  position  on  the  track  of  the  City  Point 
Raih-oad,  and  the  "  Petersburg  Express,"  as  it  was 
termed  by  the  boys,  sent  its  first  compliment  into  the 
city,  and  thereafter  made  regular  music.  The  next  day 
was  signalized  by  a  heavy  fall  of  rain,  the  first  for  nearly 
forty  days.  It  continued  all  day  and  ])ai-t  of  the  night, 
and  its  cheering  influence  was  felt  immediately  by  the 
entire  army. 

On  the  26th  of  July  was  completed  an  important 
work,  which  had  been  commenced  a  month  previous.  A 
mine  had  been  excavated  from  a  point  on  the  line  occu- 
pied by  the  Ninth  Corps  to  a  Rebel  fort  situated  about 
two  thousand  yards  from  Petersburg.  The  work  had 
been  undertaken  by  Lieut.-Col.  Pleasants,  of  the  48th 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  who  originated  the  idea,  and 
his  regiment  carried  the  project  to  a  successful  comple- 
tion ;  many  officers  an'd  men  of  the  command  having 
been  familiar  with  mining  operations  before  the  war. 
When  the  mine  had  been  pushed  about  five  hundred 
feet  and  the  locality  of  the  fort  was  reached,  only  about 
twenty  feet  of  earth  intervened  between  it  and  the 
miners,  and  the  sounds  of  nailing  and  placing  of  timl)ers 
for  artillery  platforms  could  be  distinctly  heard.  The 
fact  of  the  mine's  existence  could  not,  of  course,  be  alto- 
gether concealed  from  our  own  army  ;  but  its  exact 
locality  was  known  to  comparatively  few,  and,  to  keep 
the  enemy  from  obtaining  any  knowledge  of  the  matter, 
intei'course  between  the  picket  lines  had  been  strictly 
prohilfited,  and  incessant  skirmishinc:  and  artillery  firing 
was  kept  up  in  front  of  the  Ninth  Corjis. 

'I'he  time  for  the  explosion  of  the  mine  and  the  ac- 
companying assault  on  that  portion  of  the  line  seemed 
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to  have  arrived,  and  Gen.  Grant  began  a  series  of  move- 
ments to  induce  Gen.  Lee  to  draw  off  a  large  proportion 
of  his  troops  from  the  immediate  front  of  Petersburg. 
At  four  o'clock,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  26th,  the  Second 
Corps  left  its  camps  and  moved  rapidly  some  seven  or 
eight  miles  to  the  Appomattox,  Itelow  Petersburg,  cross- 
ing on  pontoons  during  the  evening  and  continuing  its 
march  to  the  James  River,  -nhich  Avas  also  crossed  in  the 
same  manner  at  daylight  of  the  :2Tth.  Line  of  battle 
was  immediately  formed  by  the  corps  at  Strawberry 
Plains  ;  Gen.  Sheridan,  with  his  cavalry,  being  on  its 
right,  and  a  brigade  of  the  Nineteenth  Corps  on  the  left, 
with  Gen.  Foster's  division  of  the  Tenth  Corps  on  the 
extreme  left  of  the  line,  in  an  intrenched  camp. 

At  seven  o'clock  the  Second  Corps  began  an  advance, 
the  skiiTuishers  of  Col.  Smyth's  brigade  spreading  out 
across  the  open  ground  in  front  of  the  enemy,  who  lay 
along  a  road  skirting  a  pine  forest,  and  in  ritle  pits,  with 
a  battery  of  four  twenty-pounders.  The  gunboat  Jfeit- 
dota,  in  the  stream,  opened  tire  with  her  hundred-pounder 
Parrotts,  and  the  huge  shells  hurtled  over  the  left  of  our 
line  and  threw  up  tons  of  earth  where  they  struck.  The 
enemy  replied  rapidly  to  our  artillery  and  musketry  ; 
but,  in  the  meantime,  Gen.  Miles'  brigade  of  the  First 
Division,  having  tlanked  their  position,  charged  their 
line,  and  Gen.  Kershaw,  the  Rtbel  commander,  retreated, 
abandoning  his  battery,  which  pnn'cd  to  be  one  captured 
from  our  troops  at  Drury's  lilull"  two  months  before. 
The  corps  was  now  halted,  the  enemy  retreating  to  a 
rid<re  about  a  mile  di.-tnut  and  intrenching.  l\\  the  even- 
ing an  advance  was  made.  >kii!iii-hing  again  taking  place 
for  a  while.  No  loss  of  consecjuence  had  been  sustained 
by  our  Third  Brigade  during  ilie  day,  but  the  troops  suf- 
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fered  terribly  from  the  beat,  several  men  of  the  brigade, 
including  two  or  three  of  the  Tenth,  being  overcome. 

The  next  day  Col.  Smyth  marched  the  brigade  to  sup- 
port cavalry  operations  on  the  right,  at  dark  taking  up 
a  new  position  and  throwing  up  a  line  of  works.  On  the 
•29th  skirmishing  occurred,  and  demonstrations  were 
made  at  several  points  along  the  line. 

Nearly  20,000  men,  with  20  guns,  had  now  been  sent 
to  the  north  side  of  the  James,  and  on  this  date  (29th)  a 
train  of  about  400  empty  wagons  was  sent  over  one  of 
the  pontoon  bridges,  as  if  a  movement  of  the  main  part 
of  the  Union  army  in  this  direction  was  contemplated. 
In  consequence,  Gen.  Lee  hurried  a  heavy  force  from 
Petersburg  to  the  Richmond  side  of  the  James,  and,  im- 
mediately after  dark,  the  Second  Corps  moved  silently 
back  across  the  bridges— which  had  been  covered  with 
o-rass  and  brush  to  prevent  noise — and  marched  swiftly 
all  niixht,  arriving  before  daybreak  in  front  of  Peters- 
burg, where  the  usual  musketry  and  artillery  tiring  was 
monotonously  progressing.  The  march  had  bcLU  unusu- 
ally severe,  and  many  of  the  Tenth  had  fallen  out  along 
the  road,  being  unable  to  keep  awake  or  on  their  feet, 
'^lancock's  Cavalry"  (as  our  men  now  designated  the 
corps)  did  not  bring  half  its  numbers  to  the  halting  place 
overlooking  the  city,  but  its  organization  was  intact  and 
the  regiments  ready  for  action. 

The  moment  for  the  grand  denouement  had  oomi.-. 
The  plan  was  to  explode  the  mine  and  then  instantly 
opi'u  a  cannonade  from  nearly  a  hundred  guns,  under 
cover  of  which  a  .stonuiivj:  party  was  to  rush  throu'jrh  the 
gap  in  thf  entiny's  \\uv<  and  on.h-avor  to  carry  Ccnu  lery 
Hilh  a  verv  str».n^-lv  {.Mtiticd   ircst   beyond,   the  key  to 
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the  Confederate  position.  The  assaulting  force  con- 
sisted of  the  Ninth  Corps,  supported  by  the  Eight- 
eenth, M-ith  the  Second  Corps  in  reserve  on  the  right 
and  the  Fifth  on  the  left— the  entire  force  being  closely 
massed  and  leaving  only  necessary  garrison.s  to  hold  the 
more  distant  points  of  the  line. 

At  fifteen  minutes  before  five  o'clock,  the  earth  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  fort  trembled,  and  then  rose  in  the 
air  with  a  dull,  rumbling  noise,  carrying  with  it  the  fort, 
guns,  caissons  and  the  unfortunate    regiment  manning 
the  work.    Instantaneously  our  batteries  opened  fire,  but 
it  was  some  minutes  before  Marshall's  brigade,  of  the 
Kinth  Corps,  rushed   to  the  charge,  capturing  several 
hundred  prisoners  in  the  rifle  pits,  and  closely  followed 
by  other  brigades.    And  now,  after  occupying  the  crater 
vrhich  had  been  formed  by  the  explosion,  a  fatal  delay 
occurred;  the  hour  thus  lost   to  our  troops  giving  the 
enemy  ample  time  to  recover  from  their  consternation  : 
and,  when  the  <livisions  of  the  Ninth  Corps  advanced 
from  the  ruined  fort  towards  Cemetery  Hill,  they  were 
met  by  a  fire  before  which  they  recoiled  in  dismay.    Fer- 
rero's  colored  division  was  then  sent  to  attempt  what  the 
other  divisions  had  failed  to  accomplish,  and,  though  they 
advanced  gallantly  and  confidently,  the  increasing  fire 
from  the  front,  right  and  left  compelled  them  to  fall 
back  and  seek  shelter  in  the  crater,  which  had  now  be- 
come a  veritable  slaughter-pen— the  enemy  concentrat- 
ing the  fire  of  every  available  gun  upon  this  particular 
point.     At  length,  about  noon,  a  gimeral  retreat  to  our 
lines  was  ordered. 

Thus,  tlie  much-talkid-ot  mine  explosion,  and  thv  ac- 
companying etVorts  to  carry  the  enemy's  p.>>;ition,  had 
met  witii  a  most  discouraging  failure.     But  for  thehesi- 
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tat  ion  and  delay  of  the  troops  after  reaching  the  de- 
stroyed fort,  and  the  absence  of  a  competent  head  or 
leader  at  the  scene  of  the  assault,  the  enemy  would  have 
been  taken  by  surprise,  with  a  large  part  of  their  force 
absent,  and  Petersburg  would  undoubtedly  have  fallen 
on  the  oOth  of  July. 

August  1st  our  corps  went  into  camp,  the  Third  Bri- 
gade erecting  tents  in  a  fine  piece  of  woods  towards  the 
rear  line,  and  for  a  few  days  there  was  literally  nothing 
to  do  between  picket  tours  but  to  "lay  off"  and  en- 
deavor to  keep  cool,  or  snatch  noonday  naps,  lulled  by 
the  regular  thunder  of  the  great  siege  Parrotts,  which 
sounds  had  become  so  monotonous  that  a  cessation  would 
actually  have  caused  restlessness. 

A  report  submitted  by  Col.  Smyth,  detailing  the  ope- 
rations of  the  Third  Brigade  during  the  months  of  May, 
June  and  July,  stated  tliat  the  loss  of  the  brigade  dur- 
ing that  period  ha<l  been  :  Commissioned  officers,  103  ; 
enlisted  men,  185-2 — a  total  of  1955.  The  Tenth  New 
York  Volunteers  lost,  <luring  the  months  of  May  arid 
June,  as  follows  : 

Commissioned  officers,  2  killed  or  died  of  wountls. 

"                    "  5  wounded. 

Eidisted  men,      ...  39  killed  or  died  of  wounds. 

'•            "           ...  114  wounded. 

"            "           ...  30  missing. 

Total, 190 

During  these  two  niuiuhs  sixty  recruits  had  been  re- 
ceived by  the  Tenth,  whioli  number.  ad<l(d  to  tbr  stronLTlh 
of  the  battalion  when  it  crosx-d  tlie  Kapidaii  (say  -JtiO), 
would  n\ako  a  total  of  WIO  ;  add  to  this  the  few  return- 
ing from  sickness  or  wounds,  and  from  that  total  the 
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above  loss  of  190  was  sustained.  Since  the  beginning 
of  the  campaign,  Second-Lieut.  Geo.  W.  Ifalstead  had 
received  a  commission  as  first-lieutenant,  and  Sergts. 
William  F.  Beers  and  Harvey  Curtis  (both  wounded  on 
the  6th  of  3Iay)  had  been  promoted  to  secoiid-lieuten- 
ancies. 

Two  weeks  after  the  mine  explosion,  the  Second  Corps 
again  received  an  order  to  march,  and,  an  hour  after  its 
reception,  was  on  its  way  to  City  Point,  arriving  at  nine, 
p.  M.,  of  the  same  day.  While  bivouacking  here,  an  en- 
tire new  stand  of  colors  (iSTational,  State  and  guidons), 
presented  by  the  city  of  New  York,  was  received  by  the 
Tenth.  They  were  very  acceptable,  as  the  National 
color  which  had  been  carried  during  the  campaign  was 
in  a  tattered  condition.  Numberless  bullet  holes  through 
the  flag  and  staff  and  several  dark  red  stains  attested  to 
the  fighting  it  had  witnessed,  and  it  was  Avith  feelings  of 
reverence  that  the  old  banner  was  carefully  wrapped  and 
laid  away  in  the  battalion  wagon  until  opportunity 
should  offer  for  its  transportation  to  Xew  York. 

During  the  afternoon  of  the  13th  of  August,  the 
corps  embarked  on  transports  for  an  unknown  destina- 
tion, many  supposing  that  Washington  was  the  point 
aimed  at.  The  fleet  dropped  down  the  James  River 
about  two  miles,  there  anchoring  ;  and  about  ten,  v  m., 
steamed  back  up  the  river  to  Deep  Bottom,  near  StraAv- 
berry  Plains,  wlure  preparations  were  madt^  to  land. 
It  was  daylight  Ijefore  the  Second  Division  iiad  disem- 
barked, stacking  arms  on  the  river  bank,  and  an  hour 
later  ere  it  uiov.'d  t<i  llu"  front,  orcnpying  the  work- 
built  licre  the  ])i-eeediiig  iiniinh  hy  tli»'  Seond  Corps. 
If  a  suri.ri>e  ha.l  been  intended,  it  was  a  failure,  for 
the  enemv  were   on   the   alert    and    as   ready   ns   usual  ; 
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their  stubborn  resistance  to  our  skirmishers  attesting  the 
fact. 

This  movement  of  the  corps  to  the  nortli  side  of  the 
James  was  evidently  made  with  the  intention  of  attack- 
ing the  enemy  suddenly  and  unexpectedly,  forcing  the 
lines  arountl  Richmond,  if  possiljle,  and  at  least  drawing 
heavily  on  Lee's  troops  at  Petersburg  ;  it  being  then 
Gen.  ^Varren"s  part  to  strike  the  Weldon  Railroad  with 
his  Fifth  Corps.  Until  the  night  of  the  :2()th,  the  Second 
and  Tenth  Corps  were  almost  continually  skirmishing 
with  the  enemy  and  attempting  to  force  their  lines  at 
different  points.  The  Tenth  Corps  was  engaged  in  seve- 
ral charges  upon  the  enemy's  works,  supported  by  the 
Second,  and  several  attacks  by  the  enemy  were  repulsed. 
Works  were  thrown  up  by  our  own  battalion  at  different 
times,  and  marches  and  counter -marches  made.  On  the. 
20th,  after  dark,  the  Second  Corps  withdrew  from  its 
position,  recrossing  the  James  by  pontoons,  and  after  a 
dreary  and  fatiguing  night  march  over  miserable  roads — 
a  repetition  of  the  march  on  the  night  preceding  the 
mine  explosion,  but  longer — we  arrived  near  our  old 
camps  about  eleven,  a.  m.,  of  the  21st.  Here  we  re- 
mained just  long  en.nigli  to  cook  coffee,  and  then  the 
First  and  Second  Divisions  were  ordered  to  the  vicinity 
of  the  Fifth  and  Ninth  Corps,  to  slash  timl)er  aii<l  com- 
plete the  detVMi>ive  lines.  These  troops,  under  Warren, 
had  succeedi'il  in  capturln<_r  and  holding  possession  of 
the  coveted  Weldon  Roa<l,  alter  some  desperate  and  pro- 
longed figlitin<r- 

Until  the  -l'-'-],  the  time  was  spent  in  this  bivouac, 
with  mu.l.  i-.'.iii,  and  plenty  of  fatigue  duty  tor  :u.-cora- 
paniments.  At  tliree  o'clock,  on  the  afternoon  of  that 
day,  our  Second   Division  left   camp  and  marched  by  a 
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circuitous  route  towards  Ream's  Station,  on  the  railroad, 
and  about  six  miles  from  the  captured  point.  Warren's 
hold  on  the  road  was  not  as  yet  altogether  assured,  and 
Gen.  Hancock's  mission  was  to  destroy  the  track  as  far  as 
practicahle.  Gibbon's  division  bivouacked  about  eleven, 
p.  M.,  and  early  next  morning  reached  Ream's — where  tlie 
First  Division,  now  commanded  by  Gen.  N.  A.  Miles, 
had  already  arrived — and  commenced  the  work  of  de- 
struction. The  rails,  for  some  distance,  were  soon  torn 
xip  and  bent,  and  the  ties  burned,  the  road  at  this  point 
being  entirely  destroyed.  At  dark,  the  two  divisions, 
numbering  together  about  six  thousand  men,  took  posi- 
tion in  the  breastAvorks  which  had  been  thrown  up  along 
the  west  side  of  the  railroad.  It  was  evident  that  Gen. 
Hancock  intended  to  continue  his  work  on  the  following 
morning. 

During  the  night  it  was  learned  that  large  bodies  of 
Rebel  troops  had  left  Petersburg  and  were  marching 
towards  the  Weldon  Road.  Therefore,  at  daylight  of 
the  25th,  Hancock  ordered  a  cavalry  ivconnoissance,  to 
ascertain  what,  if  anything,  was  in  his  front,  meanwhile 
suspending  further  destruction  of  the  railroad.  The 
cavalry  reported,  on  their  return,  tliat  they  had  di'iven 
in  the  enemy's  pickets  without  developing  any  apparent 
increase  of  strength,  and.  at  about  seven,  a.  m.,  the  Se- 
cond Division  vacated  the  intreiielmiruts  to  recom- 
mence work  —  the  Third  liri'jfaile  moving  southwardly 
along  the  railroad.  Scattering  siiots  were  very  soon 
heard  ah(ad,  and  straggling  cavalrx  ineii  catne  riding  in 
•with  accounts  of  a  }ua\y  attack  n[>.in  their  uutpo-ts. 
Col,  Smyth  inmudiati'ly  .1.  ployc«l  the  Tenth  and  the 
First  ])ela\vare,  our  baltaiii'ii  covering  the  right  Hank. 
The  briirade  continued  its  advance  a  few  rods  and  then 
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deployed,  discovering  the  enemy's  infantiy  in  force.  The 
brave  Capt.  Ilawley,  of  the  14th  Connecticut,  acting  on 
tlie  brigade  staff,  was  here  instantly  killed.  Less  than 
an  hour's  sharp  skirmishing  proved  that  we  could  gain  no 
headway,  and  that,  to  avoid  being  surrounded,  it  was 
imperatively  necessary  to  move  back  and  rejoin  the  main 
body.  This  was  accomplished  with  considerable  difficul- 
ty, the  hostile  force  having  closed  in  upon  each  flank.* 

Gibbon's  division  was  placed  in  position  upon  elevated 
ground,  in  ploughed  fields,  and  facing  to  the  south  and 
east,  and  somewhat  towards  the  rear,  the  line  held  by 
Hancock  now  forming  something  of  a  triangle,  with  the 
apex  upon  the  railroad  and  pointing  soutii. 

During  the  afternoon,  the  forces  of  the  enemy,  com- 
posed of  several  brigades  of  cavalry,  and  three  divisions 
of  infantry  of  four  brigades  each,  all  under  command  of 
Gen.  A.  P.  Hill,f  made  two  determined  charges  upon  the 
works  occupied  by  the  First  Division,  but  were  success- 
fully repulsed  in  these. J    Their  art  illery  was  then  brought 

*"  Great  Civil  War."'  III.,  p.  476  :  "  i-myth"s  brigade  of  infantn,-  was  at  'jntc 
pushed  forward  and  deployed  as  skirmishers,  the  cavalry  retiring  behind  them. 
Smyth  drove  b.^ck  the  enemy's  skirmish  line  some  distance,  but  presently  meetini; 
a.  stronger  force,  w.-is  himself  compelled  to  fall  back  to  the  ni.iiu  body  of  the  division, 
which  was  now  in  line  of  battle." 

t  The  force  opposed  to  Hancock's  6000  infantry  and  2000  cavalry  has  been  esti- 
mated as  hi.:h  as  18,000. 

J  "Great  Civil  War,"  III.,  p.  477:  "  .^bout  half-past  three,  the  enemy's  col- 
umn emerged  from  the  woods  in  close  line  of  battle,  and,  with  bayonets  ti.xed,  rushed 
towards  the  Fedf  ral  works,  and  succeeilcd  in  getting;  within  twenty  paces  of  them, 
in  spite  of  a  murderous  fire  of  musketry  and  of  artillery  from  four  batteries,  when 
they  recoiled,  broke  and  hastened  b.ack  to  their  cover,  having  suffered  frightful 
loss.  Another  ass.iult,  made  an  hour  later,  had  a  similar  result.  The  enemy 
now  went  to  work  in  the  w<x)ds,  fellinvj  trees,  for  the  piirp'sc  of  planting  bat- 
teries, f  *  *  [  |„.y  ,ii,.oeeded  .it  leii>;lli  in  j;e:tini;  a  very  heavy 
cnnceiitric  tire  upon  the  l'ei!oral  lines,  into  which  they  pcuircd  shell  and  shot,  with- 
out an  instant  »  cessalivn.  fjr  twenty  iiniiutcs,  and  with  a  nio>t  destructive  ettr.'ct, 
such  mi.isile:.  as  p.isied  .Miles'  (,Hr>t  Divlsiv.)n)  men  harmlessly,  enriiading  the  ranks 
of  Gibbon's  division." 
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to  bear  heavily  on  our  lines,  the  severe  fire  from  the  rear 
causing  considerable  loss  to  our  troops  on  the  hill,  who 
were  engaged  in  a  skirmishing  fight  with  the  enemy  now 
advancing  on  the  left  of  our  position.  Under  cover  of  this 
cannonading,  the  front  line  was  again  attacked,  and  this 
time  enfiladed  and  forced  by  the  Rebel  divisions,  and 
several  guns  lost.  Col.  Smyth  now  faced  his  brigade 
about  and  advanced  to  the  assistance  of  the  front  line. 
The  left  regiments,  now  the  right,  consisting  of  the  I'^th 
Xew  Jersey,  14th  Connecticut,  and  three  companies  of 
the  Tenth  New  York,  headed  by  Capt.  Field,  Major 
Woods,  the  adjutant  and  Color-Bearer  Sam.  Minnes, 
charged  a  section  of  the  captured  works,  driving  the 
enemy  from  them  and  retaking  three  of  the  guns.*  Here 
the  small  force  was  subjected  to  an  annoying  enfilading 
fire  from  the  Confederates,  who  still  occupied  a  portion 
of  the  works  to  the  left,  and  Capt.  Edward  P.  Brownson, 
Mustering  Ofiicer  on  Gen.  Hancock's  statf.  was  mortally 
woun<led  while  fighting  with  the  Tenth.  The  three  com- 
panies of  the  battalion  remaining  with  the  main  portion 
of  the  ])rigade,  met  with  some  loss  in  the  advance  an<l 
also  in  resisting  the  attacks  made  by  a  heavy  fianking 
force  of  the  enemy,  apparently  bent  upnn  overwlielming 
the  dismounted  squadrons  of  Greggs'  cavalry  covering 
our  left.  The  courageous  troopers,  shielding  themselves 
with  a  breastwork  i.f  railroad  ties,  fought  their  oppo- 

•"Grtat  Civil  W'.ir,"  III.,  p.  47S  :  "At  tliis  crisis  a  part  of  Gibbon's  division 
wui  hurried  acrcxs  tlic  rear  from  the  left,  under  a  heavy  fire,  to  ihe  5iupport  of 
Miles,  •  ♦  »  and  arrived  in  time  to  drive  back  the  enemy  in  that  ({uar- 
ter,  though  at  a  fearful  co>;t  in  killvd  and  wounded.  ♦  *  *  B„t  while 
a  porti.n  i.f  <  ■.ibl.oHs  tronp,  were  thu-  employed,  a  fierce  att.ick  was  being  made 
on  the  left  by  a  1  ir-e  force  of  the  ercniy,  consisting  cf  Meth's  divi-ion  of  infantry 
and  Hampl'^rs  i.ii\:Mon  of  cavalry,  ciuaiiii- ia  ii]ii>etii.-  t!i.a  wl:;ch  li.id  bten  made 
on  the  tentrc.  Gibbon's  troops,  already  exhausted  Ijy  their  exertions,  were  hurried 
back  to  the  left  to  withstand  the  more  numerous  enemy." 
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nents  successfully  and  defeated  the  attempt  to  turn  this 
flank. 

Darkness  closed  in  upon  the  bloody  afternoon's  work, 
and  no  reinforcements  had  arrived.  The  position  was 
untenable,  unless  the  works  held  by  the  enemy  could  be 
retaken,  and,  to  do  this  with  the  two  broken  divisions 
of  infantry  and  their  exhausted  cavalry  supports,  was 
deemed  impossible  against  the  strong  lines  which  the 
enemy  had  shown.  Orders  to  withdraw  were  therefore 
given,  and,  during  the  evening,  our  troops  marched  to 
the  rear  in  a  drenching  thunder  storm.  The  darkness 
was  so  intense  that  the  men  were,  at  times,  forced  to  re- 
tain hold  of  each  other  to  keep  together  along  the  wood 
roads. 

The  Tenth  mustere*l  but  a  trifle,  if  any,  over  one  hun- 
dred officers  and  men  upon  going  into  action,  and  lust 
ten  or  twelve  of  this  number,  as  close  as  can  be  esti- 
mated. Privates  Newman  Wiener,  of  Company  D,  and 
Honore  Poupart,  of  Company  E,  died  of  wounds  re- 
ceived.* Corp.  Andrew  Clubb,  of  Company  E,  was  shot 
in  the  head,  at  the  works,  and  left  for  dead  when  the 
battalion  withdrew,  but  Avas  afterwards  resuscitated  by 
our  surgeons,  and  eventually  recovered.  Considering 
the  hot  work  in  which  the  battalion  was  engaged,  it  was 
fortunate  in  sustaining  its  small  loss.  Some  of  the  mem- 
bers— })oth  men  and  otticcrs — had  remarkably  narrow 
escapes  Mhile  holding  the  retaken  line — the  Rebels  delib- 
erately firing  along  the  interior  of  the  breastworks.  Wo 
returned  the  lire  with  spirit,  being  guided  after  dusk  by 
the  sound  <.f  the  enemy's  voices  and  the  clinking  and 
rattling  of  tlieir  cantcns,  as  well  as  l)y  tlie  flashes  from 
their  guns. 

•  The  name:,  of  the  woiinileii.  .is  f;ir  ;is  ki.owii,  appear  in  tlic  .Appendix. 
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Lieut. -Col.  Hopper,  in  his  report  of  the  participation 
of  the  Tenth  in  the  battle,  said:  "Under  direction  of 
Maj.  A.  S.  Woods,  and  other  officei-s  of  this  command, 
one  gull  and  three  limbers  were  extricated  from  their 
positions,  where  they  had  been  abandoned,  and  brought 
safely  to  the  rear." 

The  enemy's  forces  withdrew  at  about  the  same  time 
as  ours.  On  the  morning  following  the  battle,  surgeons 
of  the  Second  Corps  visited  the  tield  and  assisted  the 
injured.* 

This  battle  has  been  stamped  by  critical  military 
writers  as  one  of  the  most  obstinately  fought  engage- 
ments of  the  war.  The  demoralization  of  the  porti<ms 
of  Miles'  and  Gibbon's  divisions  which  joined  at  the  apex 
of  the  triangular-shaped  lines,  and  were  thus  each  taken 
in  reverse  and  enfiladed  by  both  infantry  and  artillery, 
could  hardly  have  been  prevented  had  the  regiments 
been  wholly  veterans,  instead  of  bodies  of  recruits,  as 
was  the  case  to  a  great  extent.  The  whole  afternoon's 
action  was  a  series  of  tests  to  which  soldiers  were  seldom 
subjected  in  the  history  of  the  Rebellion.  The  heavy 
numbers  of  the  enemy  enabled  them  to  almost  envelop 
our  contracted  lines,  and  yet  a  few  isolated  charges  upon 
the  captured  works,  such  as  the  one  in  which  our  own 
battalion  partiripated,  caused  the  Rebels  to  halt  in  their 

*Swint.Mi"s'-Armyol"the  Potomac."  p.  5:^3:  "  Gen.  Hrincock,  in  a  letter  to  the 
author,  detailing  the  ^Lib-tniicc  >.f  a  conversation  had  with  Gen.  Heth.  who  coin- 
mand«-d  a  division  in  the  hattlc,  says:  '  Heth  would  not  say  pr.Mtively  how  many 
troops  they  had  at  Ream's  Station,  but  acknowledges  to  a  very  heavy  force  ot'  in- 
fantry and  cavalry.  He  was  surprised  at  learning;  the  smallncss  of  our  force.  Aher 
they  had  been  repulsed  iii  the  third  Jiar^e  upur.  our  work-,  lien.  Hill  sentl'or  Heth 
and  told  him  that  ho  must  carry  the  position,  which  they  certainly  did  very  hand- 
son. ely  by  a  fourth  a-sault.  He  admits  their  losses  to  have  been  very  severe  in 
killed  and  wounded. 
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advance,  and  idtimately  to  withdraw  from  the  tield  al- 
most simultaneously  with  our  own  divisions. 

Our  losses  had  been  nearly  oOOO,  of  whom  many  were 
prisoners.*  Nine  eannon  and  several  standards  had  been 
captured  by  the  enemy,  who  must  have  suffered  a  loss 
of  at  least  1. "»()()  in  killed  and  wounded.  The  Second 
Corps  had  indeed  experienced  the  bitterness  of  defeat, 
and  the  fact  that  its  two  engage<l  divisions  had  fought 
against  heavy  odds  did  not  altogether  assuage  the  sor- 
row of  its  veteran  soldiers. f 

,     The  following  is  Col.  Smyth's  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  the  Third  Brigade  in  the  battle  : 

August  24th.  ;it  three,  a.  m.,  took  up  our  line  of  man  h  for 
Ream's  Station,  and  formed  line  on  the  left  of  the  First  Di\  ision. 
At  half-past  sev(Mi  o'eloek,  I  occupied  the  works  of  the  First  Divi- 
sion and  posted  my  pickets.  At  dark,  I  clo-ed  to  the  right  to  give 
way  to  that  divi-inn.  Ordered  to  march  at  half-past  five,  a.  m.,  to 
guard  the  working  party. 

August  25th  I  reroived  orders  to  march  out  to  the  railroad. 
The  enemy  appeared  in  force  in  our  front  on  the  road.  I  received 
orders  to  deploy  one  of  my  regiments  as  skirmishers — 1st  Dela- 
ware—and support  it  by  the  12th  Xcw  Jersey.  I  moved  torw.Trd 
about  half  a  mile,  driving  in  the  enemy's  cavalry  videttrs.  >[y 
right  tiankers  reported  the  enemy  on  my  right.  I  had  the  Tenth 
New  York  deployed  to  protect  my  tlank  ;  advanced  about  a  mile. 
driving  the  enemy  to  their  works,  but  found  it  impossible  to  cro.ss 
in  their  front.  Fell  back  a  >hort  di>tance.  taking  ])Osition  behind 
a  rail  fence,  when  the  enemy  chari:<-d  me,  but  was  handsomely  re- 
pulsed by  my  line  of  skirmi>hers.     I  soon  after  received  an  order 

♦Junkins'  '•  Life  of  Hancock"  states,  th, it  the  losses  of  Gibbon's  .iiul  Miles' divi- 
sions amounted,  in  the  a.;j;rCijate,  to  219S  killei.t  and  wounded. 

+  Al  eleven.  P.  M.,  f>f  the  2.-th.  i;pn.  .M.-.ulo  sent  a  dispatch  to  H.inr.ick,  in 
which  he  said  :  "  I  am  s.iti-ned  >..u  and  your  c;<niniaiid  have  d'.ne  all  in  your  power, 
and,  thcu'Jih  y>".i  hnvo  ii.''i  with  a  reverse,  tlie  l;.;n>ir  .uid  escutcheon  of  ttie  old  Se- 
cond are  as  bright  a-,  cv.-r,  anJ  «IU,  on  s».ine  future  o,cnsi,,n,  i-uvc  ili;it  it  is  only 
when  enormous  odds  are  brou);ht  against  theni  that  il.cy  can  he  swerved." 
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from  Gen.  Gibbon  to  make  another  attack  and  tind  out  what  was 
in  my  front.  Depk-.yed  the  7th  Virginia  and  1-lth  Connecticut, 
supported  on  the  left  tiank  by  the  l'2th  New  Jersey,  00th  Pennsyl- 
vania in  the  rear,  and  Tentli  Xew  York  on  the  right.  I  charged 
again  to  the  swamp,  and  found  it  impossible  to  cross  under  the 
heavy  fire.  I  fell  back  to  the  fence,  where  I  remained  until  1  re- 
ceived orders  from  Maj.-Gen.  Gibbon  to  bring  my  command  back 
to  the  works.  By  this  time  I  was  very  nearly  surrounded  ;  but 
succeeded  in  finding  a  gap.  and  brought  the  brigade  in  safe.  1  was 
posted  by  :Maj.-Geu.  Gibbon  on  the  left  of  the  Second  Brigade, 
where  I  erected  a  work.  The  enemy  made  three  charges  on  the 
Fir^t  Division  and  were  repulsed. 

They  then  opened  a  most  destructive  fire  of  artillery,  which 
took  my  line  right  in  the  rear,  followed  by  a  charge  on  the  First 
Division,  and  struck  a  regiment  of  "  heavies,"  who  broke,  giving 
up  the  work  to  the  Rebels.  I  faced  ray  brigade  about  and  charged 
through  the  cornfield  and  up  the  hill  to  the  other  side  :  but  the 
men  being  so  much  exhausted  by  the  operations  of  the  morning, 
they  fell  out  on  the  way.  By  the  time  I  got  to  the  hill.  I  had  so 
few  left  that  I  was  repulsed.     I  fell  back  to  my  old  works. 

The  enemy  having  captured  twelve  pieces  of  artillery,  the 
l-2th  Xew  Jersey,  14th  Connecticut  and  10th  New  York  recaptured 
three  of  them.  About  half-past  six  o'clock  they  attacked  the  Se- 
cond Brigade,  on  my  right;  they  fell  back  along  my  rear,  carrying 
the  LTeater  portion  of  my  men  with  them;  the  balance  of  my  com- 
mand I  formed  in  the  edge  of  the  woods  in  the  roar  of  the  First 
Division.  I  look  the  O'Jth  Pennsylvania  to  the  front,  to  bring  off 
the  three  iruns;  but,  on  the  way,  I  found  they  were  being  brought 
oil  by  some  of  the  men  on  the  left  of  the  First  Division.  I  posted 
the  CDth  Pennsylvania  to  protect  the  left  flank  of  the  three  regi- 
ments I  had  on  the  First  Division  left. 

Tlie  three  rogiinents  last  iioto<l  wore  the  Tenth  New- 
York,  l*2th  New  Jersey  aiiJ  Uth  Coniieetieut,  who  re- 
niniiied  on  tlic  extreme  K'ft  until  tlic  last  moment  of 
witli<lrawal.  Tlicv  brought  otl"  the  reeapture.l  guns  and 
liinbt-rs. 

Miles'  and  Gihhoirs  divisions,  upon  reaching  tlie  main 
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line  of  our  army  on  the  morning  of  the  '26th,  went  into 
camp  near  the  locality  from  whence  they  marched  on 
the  23d. 

August  30th,  the  Second  Division  took  position  in  the 
line  of  works  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Morton,  remaining 
there  six  days,  when  the  command  was  again  moved 
back  and  employed  in  the  completion  of  the  rear  line  of 
works,  which  now  extended  from  the  left  of  the  main 
line  back  towards  City  Point.  This  series  of  works  was 
as  strongly  built  as  the  front  line,  with  forts,  redoubts 
and  connecting  breastworks  covered  by  ditches  and 
heavy  abattis ;  and,  although  never  manned,  it  could 
have  been,  in  case  of  a  rear  attack,  quickly  filled  with 
troops.  The  various  brigades  worked  in  turn,  felling 
trees,  loading  and  unloading  the  timber  and  building 
corduroy  roads. 

While  in  camp  in  this  location,  a  body  of  nearly  two 
hundred  recruits  was  received  by  the  Tenth  from  l!sew 
York,  having  been  assigned  to  the  battalion  by  State 
authority.  They  Avere  tine  looking  men,  and  many  had 
seen  service  before.  This  addition  to  the  battalion,  with 
the  return  of  seveial  men  who  had  been  wounded  in  the 
Wilderness  campaign,  raised  its  numbers  to  considerably 
over  three  hundred.  The  recruits  were  soon  initiated, 
the  days  of  comparative  quiet  giving  an  ojij^ortunity 
for  drill  which  would  not  have  presented  itself  had  the 
men  arrived  two  or  tliree  weeks  later.  A  few  days  after 
we  were  thus  reinforced,  the  Third  Brigade  was  ordered 
to  Prince  George  Court  House  (abtait  four  or  iivt-  miles 
to  the  rear)  to  reinforce  the  cavalry  }K>sted  at  that  point, 
remaining  until  September  ~  It  h,  when  thfdi\i>iun  again 
relieved  a  p.atieu  v'l  tiic  troops  in  tlie  main  line  »>l'  work-v 
frontinix  Pi'tersl>nrcr. 


318  THE    NATIOXAL    ZOUAVES. 

The  Arniv  of  the  Potomac  had  noAv  ])eeii  besieging 
the  city  for  more  than  three  months,  and  the  works 
which  had  originally  been  thrown  up  near  the  Appo- 
mattox, during  the  lirst  days  of  lighting  in  June,  had 
gi'own  in  length  and  inci'eased  in  formidable  proportions 
until,  at  this  date,  a  chain  of  strong  forts  and  redoubts 
extended  to  and  beyond  the  Weldon  Road,  a  distance 
of  several  miles,  connected  by  breastworks  of  heavy  logs 
and  earth,  and  protected  by  a  picket  line  which  was  it- 
self a  series  of  irregular  earthworks  nearly  as  strong  as 
the  main  line.  Neither  time  nor  labor  had  been  spared 
in  the  erection  and  gradual  completion  of  these  works, 
and  the  forts  themselves,  with  their  smaller  brethren, 
the  mortar  batteries  or  redoubts,  displayed  an  elaborate- 
ness of  construction  which  was  alike  creditable  to  the 
engineers  who  planned  them  and  the  soldiers  who  wielded 
the  pick  and  shovel.  Equally  strong,  though  perhaps 
not  quite  so  elaborate,  were  the  enemy's  fortifications 
encircling  the  city,  and  each  day  witnessed  the  inter- 
change of  iron  compliments  between  the  two  lines,  which 
-were  in  some  places  hardly  two  hundred  yards  apart. 

The  orthodox  and  monotonous  firing  between  the 
pickets  of  the  two  armies  had  grown  less  constant  as 
time  had  elapsed,  until  now  it  was  heard  only  in  ex- 
ceptional cases.  The  close  proximity  of  the  lines,  how- 
ever, admitte<l  of  no  relaxation  of  watchfulness — one  or 
two  shots  from  either  line  at  night,  or  perhajjs  the  move- 
ment of  troops  along  the  picket  front,  being  often  the 
occasion  of  a  volley  of  musketry,  followed  by  the  guns 
from  the  forts  nearest  tli^^  point  of  cii-xa-jriiunt.  In  case 
of  a  long  continued  tiring  "f  the  pirkrt  liiif,  other  forts 
along  the  opposing  lines  would  ()[H'n  witli  artillery,  an. I 
at  such  times  the  continuous  roll   and   reverberation  of 
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hundreds  of  heavy  guns  upon  the  night  air,  with  the 
bursting  of  countless  shells,  accompanied  by  the  inces- 
sant flashes,  and  tlie  comet-like  course  of  the  ignited  mis- 
siles as  they  chased  each  other  in  multitudinous  direc- 
tions, afforded  a  pandemonium  of  sound  and  pyrotech- 
nics unequaled  under  any  other  circumstances.  If  it  had 
betn  possible  to  forget  the  deadly  intent  of  the  iron 
spheres  -vrhich  were  hurled  through  the  air,  one  could 
have  easily  admired  their  trail  against  the  starlit  heavens, 
as  they  described  beautifid  shining  curves  in  their  rise 
and  fall  from  one  fortified  line  to  the  other. 

The  constant  use  of  moi'tars  on  either  side,  ranging 
in  calibre  from  six  to  thirteen  inches,  rendered  it  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  protect  the  lines  from  above  as  well 
as  from  the  front,  and  bomb-proofs  were  therefore  com- 
mon along  the  line,  pai'ticularly  where  the  headcpiarters 
of  a  division,  brigade  or  regiment  were  located.  These 
unique  structures,  built  of  heavy  logs,  and  banked  over 
and  around  with  earth,  afforded  a  safe  shelter,  except 
when  a  "  AVhitwortlT'  shell  directed  at  point  blank 
range,  or  a  ten-inch  mortar  projectile,  would  impinge 
upon  the  side  or  roof,  in  which  case  logs  and  earth 
proved  as  brittle  as  cardboard.  Directly  along  the  line 
of  breastworks,  the  shelters  generally  assumed  tlie  form 
of  excavations  in  the  ground,  or,  in  army  parlance,  "go- 
phers," being  roofed  in  bomb-proof  style  with  logs  and 
earth,  and  into  these  friendly  caverns  the  soldiers  were 
swift  to  plunge  when  the  easily  tlistinguished  report  of 
a  mortar  was  heard  opposite  their  particular  portion  of 
the  line. 

From  long  acqiiairitntice  with  this  peculiar  existence 
in  the  treiiehes,  our  nun  grew  to  take  everytiiing  in  a 
natural  an<l,  one  might  almost  say,  an   easy  way,  if  it 
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could  be  so  called  -when  each  nerve  was  constantly  on 
the  qid  vive  and  every  sense  alert.  Death  "vvas  an  almost 
hourly  companion,  and  it  may  he  said  that  we  were  tight- 
ing  a  constant  battle,  in  which  the  killing  or  wounding 
of  a  comrade  was  too  common  for  especial  comment. 
The  reports  of  the  various  engines  of  warfare,  and  the 
peculiar  noises  caused  by  their  projectiles,  were  each 
well  known  and  distinguished  from  the  others,  whether 
mortars,  smooth-bore  or  rifled  guns — Whitworths,  Par- 
rotts,  or  Rodmans  ;  and  along  the  line  the  men  could 
generally  tell  what  particular  gun  had  just  spoken,  and 
whether  it  was  necessary  to  dodge.  Occasionally  a  queer 
whirring,  whistling  sound  was  heard  in  the  air,  and  two 
or  three  soldiers  would  perhaps  sing  out,  **  There  goes 
his  rammer."  Somebody  had  either  inserted  a  spare  ram- 
mer in  the  muzzle  of  his  piece  and  shot  it  in  the  air  to- 
wards the  Rebel  line,  in  imitation  of  a  bomb,  or  had  by 
accident  shot  off  his  own  in  the  act  of  loading.  These 
rather  strange  missiles  occasionally  came  also  from  the 
"Johnnies'"  lines,  and,  as  experience  had  shown  that 
they  were  murderous,  they  were  given  a  wide  berth. 

^lany  were  the  grim  adventures  and  sports  which  the 
opposing  pickets  indulged  in  during  the  months  before 
Petersburg.  Sometimes  several  of  the  crack  shots  would 
pelt  for  an  hour  at  a  Rebi-1  figure,  which  '*  would  not 
down,"  only  to  discover  at  last  that  it  was  a  man  of 
straw,  riggfd  in  butternut  coat  and  hat.  These  jokes 
were  generally  paid  in  kind,  however.  A  sudden  fusil- 
ade  from  the  Rebel  lim-  would  develop  the  fact  that  one 
of  our  boys  was  energetically  raisinor  and  lowering  a  ram- 
nitjr,  "U  tlic  t-nd  of  which  in-  ii:i«L  fastviu'd  his  (.-ap  ;  tlius 
drawing  t)ie  tiro  ol  sharpshooters,  but  making  it  r\- 
tremely  uncomfortable  tor  those  in  his  vicinity. 
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Desertions  from  our  side  were  sometimes  followed  on 
the  next  morning  by  a  loud  request  from  the  "Rebs," 

to  ''  Se7id  over  Col. and  tlie  co/or.s"— giving  the 

name  of  the  colonel  of  the  deserters'  regiment.  A  re- 
quest of  this  kind,  made  to  our  own  battalion  after  cer- 
tain desertions  (mentioned  hereafter),  rather  nettled  the 
writer  and  other  officers,  and  we  improvised  a  plan  to 
capture  a  section  of  the  "horse-rake"  abattis  in  front 
of  the  Rebel  lines  on  the  following  night,  and  display  it 
upon  our  picket  works  the  next  morning.  It  was  in- 
tended that  two  or  three  officers  and  a  few  men — volun- 
teers—should undertake  the  job,  furnished  with  rope,  &c. ; 
but  Gen.  Smyth  fortunately,  or  unfortunately,  vetoed  the 
project  while  the  preliminaries  were  being  arranged. 

During  the  occupation  of  the  main  works  by  the  Se- 
cond Corj.s,  following  the  •24th  of  September,  our  batta- 
lion was  successively  assigned  to  Fort  Davis,  on  the  left 
of  the  Jerusalem  plank  road;  Fort  Sedgwick,*  or  "Fort 
Hell,"  as  it  was  significantly  named,  on  its  right ;  and 
the  works  on  the  left  of  Fort  Morton,  still  further  to  the 


•  "Fort  Hell,"  built  on  a  bare  knoll  opposite  Fort  Jackson,  a  Rebel  w.rk 
about  650  yards  distant,  was  a  notoriously  fatal  spot,  and  it  was  '•  a  furliiU,;h  "  fur 
a  man  to  leave  the  immediate  protection  of  its  earthworks.  It  bcianie  well  known 
throughout  the  army,  on  account  of  the  no»i  Je  plume  and  the  number  of  ca.u.vl- 
ties  happening  there.  The  redoubt  on  its  right  was  equally  exposed,  and,  although 
otTicially  known  by  its  regular  number,  it  was  profanely  called  by  the  troops  "  Fort 
Damnation."  The  origin  of  the  name  of  the  lar-er  fortification  is  thus  explained 
by  a  writer(.ilthnush  we  do  not  indorse  the  story  as  entirely  veracious)  :  "Old 
Gen.  Barnard,  Chief  Kn^inef  r  of  the  .Army  of  the  Potomac,  claimed,  as  his  espe- 
cial privileK-e,  the  namin-  of  all  the  forts  .and  batteries  aloni;  the  line  of  works,  and 
one  day,  when  the  fort  w.is  nearly  completed  and  he  paused  to  inspect  the  works, 
he  w.is  shoi-ked  to  see  that  some  presumptuous  person  had  dared  to  post  a  siijn  at 
the  entrance.  He  could  scarcely  believe  his  eyes,  and,  wipin;.:  his  spectacles,  he 
read  aloud,  '  F<.rt  .Scott:'  and  th-n  iiidi-n.iiuly  cvclaimrd  :  'Fort  Sott.>  Fort 
Hell  !  •  'I'hat  afternoon  the  old  si-n  was  removed,  and  up  went  the  new  name. 
'  Fori  Hell,'  which  every  one  acknowledged  to  be  much  the  more  appropriate." 

21 
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right,  holding  this  last  position  until  October  26th. 
While  here,  Col.  Smyth,  the  esteemed  brigade  com- 
mander, received  his  commission  as  brigadier-general,  his 
command  receiving  the  news  with  real  joy,  and  with  the 
heartiest  kind  of  cheers,  which  gradually  extended  along 
the  whole  division  line.  Afterwiirds,  on  the  2'ld,  he  was 
the  recipient  of  a  handsome  gift  from  the  otiicers  of  the 
brigade,  consisting  of  a  saddle  and  equipments,  with 
sword,  sash,  belt  and  shoulder  straps,  all  of  exquisite 
workmanship,  and  costing  nearly  -$1,200.  His  own  regi- 
ment, the  1st  Delaware,  presented  him  with  a  tine  horse, 
and  he  also  received  a  powerful  horse  from  the  non-com- 
missioned officers  and  privates  of  the  OSd  Xew  York  Vo- 
lunteers, of  the  Irish  Brigade.  These  incidents  proved 
the  regard  entertained  for  the  brave  and  courteous  gene- 
ral by  all  who  knew  him. 

Several  casualties  occurred  in  our  battalion  during 
this  term  of  duty  in  the  works.  The  killed  or  mortally 
wounded  were  :  George  Wright,  of  Company  A  ;  An- 
son Moore,  of  Company  D  ;  and  James  Shanahan  and 
William  Phyfe,  of  Company  E.  The  recruits  were  well 
used  to  the  sound  of  arms  and  smell  of  ])owder  befort' 
orders  were  receivi-d  for  another  movement.  These  or- 
ders came  on  the  20th  of  October,  and  tiiat  night  the  Se- 
cond and  Third  Divisions  vacated  the  works  and  marched 
to  the  extreme  left  of  the  line — therr  taking  thi-  Vaughan 
Road,  and,  at  daylight,  reaching  Hatcher's  Kun,  about 
ten  miles  distance  in  all. 

Gen.  Grant  liad  again  struck  out  on  his  left,  this  time 
in  the  direction  of  the  Southside  Railroa<l,  which  con- 
nected Petcr>b!n<j:  with  tlic  Danville  li.>:iil,  running  from 
Richmond  MJUtli,  and  portions  of  three  corps  (the  Se- 
con<l.  Fifth  and  Ninth)  were  in  motion  against  this  ob- 
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jective  point.  The  enemy  held  works  along  the  south 
bank  of  Hatchers  Run,  and  soon  after  the  two  divisions 
of  the  Second  Corps  (the  Second  and  Third)  reached  the 
stream,  our  Third  Brigade  was  ordered  by  Gen.  T.  W. 
Egan,  temporarily  commanding  the  division,  to  force  its 
passage  an<l  capture  the  earthworks  opposite. 

Doubts  may  have  been  entertained  by  Gen.  Smyth  as 
to  the  efficiency  of  the  Tenth,  owing  to  the  number  of 
its  recruits  who  had  not  as  yet  met  the  enemy  in  actual 
battle  ;  but,  if  such  doubts  existed,  they  were  quickly 
dispelled.  The  battalion,  which  was  in  the  front  line, 
crossed  the  run,  up  to  the  armpits— the  soldiers  holding 
their  guns  and  cartridge-boxes  clear  of  the  water — and 
charged  up  to  and  over  the  enemy's  breastworks,  Color- 
Sergt.  Sam.  Minnes  reaching  the  works,  with  the  adju- 
tant and  several  men,  in  advance  even  of  the  gallant 
Smvth  himself,  who  had  seized  the  flag  of  the  69th  Penn- 
sylvania, on  the  left  of  the  Tenth,  and  borne  it  straight 
to  the  intrenchments.  Some  twenty  prisoners  were  cap- 
tured, and  the  remainder  of  the  force,  which  seemed  to 
be  cavalry,  escaped.  The  bearer  of  the  Tenth's  State 
color,  a  brave,  dare-devil  Frenchman,  with  the  rather 
])aradoxical  name  of  John  Bull,  was  firmly  imbedded  in 
the  mud  for  two  or  three  minutes  while  crossing  tlie  run, 
and  his  cries  of  rage,  interspersed  largely  with  Frencli 
oaths  hurled  at  the  Rebels,  afforded  considerable  amuse- 
ment, in  spite  of  the  bullets  which  whistled  through  the 
air  from  the  works  above.* 

The  two  divisions  then  marched  several  miles  towards 
the  Boydton  ]>lank  road,  Gon.  Kgan  taking  the  Dabney's 


•h-.nkin-s-r.ifr-of  Han-.>k,- 

V  .-5=;  :  "  E^.ti.  aJv.mcod  so  enep.;et;cally  th 

ilayli^lit,  he  was  ready  to  .utciii[. 

ihe  cr.'SMn^-  of  Hatcher's  Run.     Smyth's  h 

le  w.is  deployed,  aad  advanced  in 

tin'!  style,  carrying  the  works  at  a  run.'" 
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]Mill  Road  through  the  thick  woods  which  covered  the 
country  hereabouts.  This  road  intersected  the  Boydton 
Road  south  of  Burgess'  Tavern — a  house  at  the  junction 
of  the  White  Oak  Road,  which  led  in  the  direction  of 
the  Southside  Railroad.  Burgess'  Mill  was  at  the  cross- 
ing of  Hatcher's  Run,  on  the  Boydton  Road,  and  be- 
tween the  mill  and  tavern  the  enemy  had  posted  a  bat- 
tery, which  opened  upon  our  advance.  This  fire  was 
speedily  silenced  by  Beck's  Battery.  Gen.  Hancock  con- 
sidered it  imprudent  to  continue  his  march  across  the 
counti-y  towards  the  railroad  wliile  the  enemy  remained 
south  of  the  stream,  and  therefore  ordered  Gen.  Egan  to 
move  towards  the  bridge  and  drive  them  over  it. 

About  this  juncture,  according  to  Junkin's  "Life  of 
Hancock,"  Gen.  Hancock  received  an  order  from  Gen. 
Meade,  in  person,  to  halt  at  the  plank  road.  Gens.  Grant 
and  Meade  having  then  arrived  on  the  Held.  The  latter 
informed  Gen.  Hancock  that  Crawford's  division.  Fifth 
Corps,  was  working  its  way  up  the  run,  and  requested 
Hancock  to  extend  his  line  to  the  right,  in  order  to  make 
the  desired  connection  with  Crawford's  troops.  The 
change  of  orders  was  owing  to  the  Fifth  and  Ninth 
Corps  not  having  broken  through  the  enemy's  lines,  as 
originally  designed  in  the  programme  laid  out  for  the 
movement.  Gen.  Grant  determined  to  end  this  opera- 
tion there. 

The  deployment  of  Egan's  division  then  began,  and 
Gen.  Smyth,  with  portions  of  his  brigade,  charged  to  the 
stream,  driving  the  enemy  across  the  run  and  holding 
the  captured  works  f<n-  some  time.  subje<-f  to  a  severe 
fire.  In  this  charge  tlie  1st  Delaware  was  actively  en- 
gaged and  especially  notal)le,  led  by  Gen.  Smyth  in  jter- 
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son,  who  "  dashed  into  the  creek,  waving  his  hat  in  his 
hand,  and  cheering  the  men  on  by  his  example/'* 

Meanwhile  our  own  battalion,  by  direction  of  Gen. 
Sniytli,  had  been  deployed  by  Lieiit.-Col.  Hopper,  under 
a  rather  searching  tire  of  artillery  from  the  Rebel  guns 
now  stationed  on  the  extreme  left  and  rear;  the  right 
company  (D)  being  headed  by  Maj.  Woods,  with  orders 
to  unite,  if  possible,  with  the  expected  Fifth  Corps. 
While  thus  moving  through  the  woods  the  leading  files 
suddenly  discovered  the  glimmer  of  steel  ahea<l,  and  the 
movement  of  the  line  was  arrested.  Maj.  Woods  and 
x\djt.  Cowtan  now  advanced  some  rods  with  a  squad  of 
men,  and  discovered  a  strong  column  of  the  enemy 
marching  quickly  along  a  wood  road  directly  towards 
the  rear  of  Gen.  Egan's  position.  The  adjutant  quickly 
reported  to  Gens.  Egan  and  Smyth — the  first  named 
general  requesting  that  a  further  reconnoissance  be  made 
by  some  otficer,  in  order  to  discover,  if  possible,  some- 
thing more  definite  concerning  this  rather  unexpected 
appearance  of  the  enemy.  The  adjutant  thereupon  took 
Orderly-Sergt.  Dugald  Gilkison,  of  Company  D,  and  the 
two  crossed  the  road  on  which  the  enemy  had  been 
marching  and  penetrated  their  lines.  They  were  inspect- 
ing the  locality  when  a  squad  of  Rebels  approached,  and 
it  was  now  a  question  of  escape  or  death,  for  prison  life 
in  the  South  had  no  charms  for  either.  They  immedi- 
ately took  to  their  legs,  and  headed  towards  their  own 
lines,  their  heavy  overcoats  and  e<pupnients,  with  clothes 
still  wet  from  the  effects  of  fording  the  stream  in  the 
morniTig,  materially  impeding  their  progress.  Unfor- 
tunately tlu  y  ran  plutup  into  a  gi-(v,ip  of  Rcbf]  .--oldiers, 
who  were  busily  engaged  ritling  the  knapsacks  of  some 

*   Dr.  Maull's  "  Memoir  of  Gen.  T.  A.  Smyth." 
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captured  soldiers,  and  were  ordered  to  surrender.  A 
quick  turn  to  the  right,  however,  was  made  by  the  two 
scouts,  and,  although  bullets  whistled  around  them,  they 
escaped  and  reached  the  line  of  the  12th  New  Jersey 
Regiment.  A  hurried  report  was  made  by  the  adjutant 
to  Gen.  Egan  ;  but,  even  while  the  report  was  being  de- 
livered, the  rattling  volleys  which  broke  upon  our  rear 
told  that  the  enemy  had  once  more  flanked  the  Second 
Corps,  and  was  endeavoring  to  repeat  the  manoeuvre 
which  had  resulted  so  disastrously  to  us  on  the  22d  of 
June.  Mahone's  strong  division,  of  Hill's  corps*  (the 
magnificent  body  of  Virginia,  North  Carolina  and 
Georgia  troops  which  was  fated  so  often  to  meet  the 
Second  Corps),  burst  suddenly  upon  two  advance  regi- 
ments of  Pierce's  brigade  and  overran  them  by  sheer 
weight,  driving  them  back  to  the  plank  road  and  sweep- 
ing off  several  hundred  prisoners  with  a  section  of  Beck's 
Battery.  Gen.  Egan  immediately  changed  front  with 
his  available  brigades  (Smyth's  and  Willett's),  and  to- 
gether with  McAllister's  brigade,  of  Mott's  Division, 
made  an  irresistible  charge  upon  the  enemy's  flank,  driv- 
ing them  in  confusion  from  the  held  and  ca])turing  two 
colors  and  nearly  one  thousand  prisoners — besides  retak- 
ing the  guns  of  Beck's  Battery  and  many  of  the  men 
captured  by  the  Rebels  in  the  first  attack. 

Owing  to  the  deployment  of  the  Tenth  as  skirmishers 
on  the  right  flank,  lliey  were  not  actively  engaged  with 
the  balance  of  the  brigade  in  the  counter-charge  upon 
the  Rebel  force.  During  the  heat  of  the  action  tht'y 
were  assembled  ami  brought  up  a^  r.srrvc,  but  the  battle 
was  so  quickly   decidtil    that    their  assistance    was    not 

•  Junkin's  "  Life  of  Hancock  "  asserf;  ttiat  the  entire  force  >;<.-nt  acain'^t  Han- 
cock was  under  the  immediate  command  of  tlcn.  Mtlh. 
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needed.  Company  A  had  lost  four  men,  made  prisoners 
while  pushing  through  the  ^voods  as  skirmishers.  They 
were  Sergt.  John  AV.  Townsend,  and  Privates  David 
Sheldon,  John  Brady  and  George  AYier.  So  unexpected- 
ly did  the  enemy's  force  approach  that  these  men  Avere 
surrounded  and  made  prisoners  in  an  instant.  Beside 
these,  our  battalion  had  lost  during  the  day  four  or  five 
men  wounded.  One  of  these,  Corp.  Reuben  W.  Hoose, 
of  Company  D,  died  subsequently  of  his  wound,  and 
Private  William  B,  Davie,  of  Company  C,  had  a  leg 
taken  off  by  a  shell  or  solid  shot.* 

Rain  had  been  falling  during  the  afternoon,  and  the 
two  divisions  were  exhausted  from  their  efforts.  The 
conflict  of  the  day  had  so  draineil  the  quantity  of  ammu- 
nition on  hand  as  to  seriously  cripple  the  cavalry  and 
artillery,  while  the  Dabney's  Mill  Road,  narroAV  at  best, 
was  being  ra])idly  rendered  impassable  by  the  rain,  be- 
sides being  seriously  threatened  by  the  enemy.  This 
road  was  the  only  connection  with  the  main  portion  of 
the  army,  and  it  now  became  a  question  with  Gen.  Han- 
cock as  to  what  course  to  pursue  in  order  to  insure  the 
safety  of  his  small  force.  The  Fifth  and  Xintli  Corps 
had  not  been  successful  in  carrying  out  thtir  part  of 
Gen.  Grant's  programme,  owing  to  the  almost  impene- 
trable woods  and  the  impossibility  of  using  artillery  to 
advantage,  and  ijujn.  "Warren  had  not  as  yet  succeeded 
in  forming  a  junction  Mith  the  Second  Corps,  f 

•  A  writer  says :  •"  I'.y  this  time  the  ■^iiiKui^jii  ".is  r.itlur  mixeii.  The  enemy 
were  in  furcc  in  our  fro:it,  and  tlw-ir  artillerv  w.is  tiriiij;  upon  u-.  frum  three  Uirec- 
ti'>n<i — in  fact,  from  ;ill  directions,  exoeptin-.:  the  n.irr'uv  fKid  nn  which  the  cnrps  hail 
marcheil  fr«.ni  l);ib.icy's  Mill  .md  the  Quak.T  K'-.iii.  .>nd  IIaniv>ton  [cav.ilry — Af- 
•|H(ik|  had  pu.-hed  so  f.ir  up  the  plank  n.id  t!i.it  his  shot  pas,u-il  entirely  0\<rr 
<".rr-i;">  line  and  int..  our  I'n'nt  line  of  infantry,  which  was  encased  in  an  oppo-ite 
direction." 

t"  Great  Civil  War,"  Vol.  III.,  p.  512  :  "  rhe  otVuers  of  Crawford's  division. 
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Gen.  Hancock  at  length  decided  to  withdraw  during 
the  night,  lie  having  received  a  dispatch  from  Gen.  Meade 
authorizing  him  to  do  so  if  he  tliought  proper,  and,  at 
ten,  p.  ir.,  the  order  was  given  to  march.  Gen.  Egan's 
division  followed  Gen.  Mott's,  but  halted  at  Dahney's 
Mill,  two  or  three  miles  west,  to  protect  the  withdrawal 
of  Crawford's  division,  of  Warren's  corps,  and  then 
again  resumed  the  march.  The  mud  was  ankle-  and 
sometimes  knee-deep  along  the  miserable  road — the  path 
obstructed  by  brush  and  fallen  trees — the  darkness  pro- 
found—  the  soldiers  wet  to  the  skin  —  rendering  the 
march  one  of  extreme  discomfort  ;  but  the  Aveary  troops 
struggled  on,  and  reached  the  lines  in  front  of  Peters- 
burg next  morning. 

The  losses  of  Gen.  Hancock's  command  in  this  battle 
aggregated  1,483,  in  killed,  wounded  and  missing.  The 
recruits  of  our  own  battalion,  with  a  very  few  excep- 
tions, acted  as  veterans,  behaving  well  under  heavy  tire 
from  artillery.  Adjt.  Cowtan  was  brcvetted  captain  of 
U.  S.  Volunteers,  upon  recommendation  of  Gen.  Han- 
cock, for  his  action  in  reconnoitering  the  enemy's  lines, 
and  Sergt.  Gilkison  was,  soon  after  the  battle,  promoted 
to  a  second-lieutenancy  by  Lieut.-Col.  Hopper.  The  fol- 
lowing complimentary  order  was  received  by  the  Tenth 
in  connection  with  these  operations  : 

on  the  left  of  the  Fifth  C.-rr*,  not  having  hceii  able  to  find  the  onlv  road  whi.;h 
connected  their  po^i'.ion  with  that  of  HaiKocW,  at  the  hriilije  over  Hatcher's  Run, 
endeavored  in  vain  to  make  their  way  througli  the  woods  ;  and.  though  the  Second 
and  Fifth  Corps  were,  through  a  ijood  part  of  the  day.  actually  not  very  far  apart, 
a  junction  w.-Ls  rendered  impracticable  by  the  natural  obstacles  presented,  in  the 
shape  of  dark  and  .len^e  w  .ds  and  ^^vaIn[.y  t;roaiul.  1  he  cUcirity  of  the  few 
miserable  roads  w.is.iurh  th.\t  tr..ops  en  into  tl;e  oppw^iiv'  lino-,  ard  >tair  officers 
lost  tiieir  way  in  the  f..re<it  ^!o..m." 


■T't?,  imr. 
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Genekal  IIeadquauteus  State  of  New  York, 
Adjutant-Genekai/s  Office, 

Albany,  November  15th,  lH(i4. 

Liedt.-Col.  Geo.  F.  Hopper, 

Commanding  Tenth  Regt.  N.  Y.  S.  Volunteers. 

Colonel: — A  Lomniunica,liou  has  been  received  at  tlicse  Head- 
quarters from  Brig. -Gen.  T.  W.  Egan,  commanding  Second  Divi- 
sion, SeoonH  Army  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  wherein  he  speaks 
in  the  highest  terms  of  the  conduct  of  the  Tenth  Kegiment  New 
Y'ork  State  Vohinteers  in  the  late  operation.s  before  Petersburg. 

I  am  instructed  bj'  His  Excellenc}',  Governor  Sej-mour,  to  ex- 
press his  gratification,  and  to  tender  his  thanks  to  the  officers  and 
men  of  the  regiment  for  this  additional  evidence  of  the  good  con- 
duct of  New  Y'ork  troops  in  the  discharge  of  tlieir  duties.  I  am, 
colonel. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[Signed,]  John  T.  Sprague, 

Adjutant-General. 

A  day  or  two  after  rotuniing-  from  Uatcher's  Run, 
the  Second  Corps  again  took  position  in  the  main  line  of 
works,  the  right  ot"  the  Second  Division  resting  upon  the 
Appomattox  River.  Our  hattalion  occupied  the  works  on 
the  left  of  Fort  McGilvery,  a  strong  foi'tification,  built 
on  high  ground,  near  the  river  and  very  near  Petersburg — 
the  guns  of  the  fort  <'asily  throwing  shells  into  any  part 
of  the  city.  The  jiosition  was  enfiladed  by  the  }iel)el  line 
on  a  rise  to  the  left,  wlun-e  was  stationed  a  two-gun  bat- 
tery, and  was  also  in  direct  range  of  the  Rebel  Fort 
Clifton,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  ;  that  work  be- 
ing mounted  Avith  (.»ne  or  more  Whitworth  guns  of  long 
range  and  large  calibri'.  Our  bicastworks  were  solidly 
built  of  ])iiic  l,.ov,  and  l\eavily  "niinkcd  witli  earth,  tra- 
verses ])cing  (  rcrtcd  on  tlic  lIl^i•io  of  tlif  \v<>i-ks  at  inter- 
vals of  ten  or  iiftccn  iet't,  on  account  of  the  daiiLTir  from 
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the  enfilading  works.  The  picket  line  Avas  particularly 
near  that  of  the  enemy,  and  extra  precautions  were  ne- 
cessary to  prevent  a  surprise  at  night.  The  orders  in 
relation  to  reveille,  and  in  other  particulars,  were  the 
same  that  prev:\iled  while  the  battalion  held  position 
in  the  works  near  Fort  ]\[orton.  At  about  four  o'clock 
each  morning,  the  line  was  aroused,  and  stood  to  its 
arms  until  daybreak,  or  soon  after,  when  brealcfast  was 
cooked. 

In  spite  of  the  strong  defences,  and  continual  precau- 
tion, the  Tenth  suffered  a  heavy  loss  during  the  month 
it  held  this  position — thirty-two  men  being  killed  or 
wounded  while  upon  the  picket  line  or  in  the  main 
works.     The  killed  or  mortally  uounded  were  : 

Company  A:  Privates  John  IMcManus  and  John  Wait. 

Company  C  :  Pi-ivates  George  Bruso  and  David  Fow- 
enier. 

Company  E  :  Private  Thomas  Stapleton. 

Company  F  :  Private  Peter  Smith. 

Added  to  the  casualties  from  the  enemy's  tire  were 
many  disadvantages  in  the  nature  of  the  ground,  with 
an  almost  constant  spell  of  rainy  Aveather,  causing  much 
sickness.  The  necessity  of  sheltering  the  battalion  from 
the  enemy's  missiles  liceame  so  imperative  that  Lieut. - 
Col.  Hopper  ordered  excavations  to  be  dug  cU^se  to  the 
works,  which  he  proposed  to  roof  over  Avith  logs,  as  Avas 
in  vogue  at  other  exposed  positions  along  the  liiu'.  This 
would  have  afforded  a  shelter  Avhere  at  le.ist  a  poition 
of  the  commanil  could  sleep  at  night  Avithoul  fi-ai-  of  be- 
ing struck  by  bullets  or  frai;iiiO!i(s  from  buist  iriir  sliclls. 
The  Avork  \v:is  in  progrt-S'^  \vliei\  >ti'pp«'d  bv  :iii  or^lcr  to 
move  on  Di'ceniltcr  Isr.  Two  Imndred  men  only  could 
then  be  mustered  for  dulv,  out  of  tiie  three  hundred 
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which  the  hattalion  numbered  a  month  previous.  The 
proximity  of  tlie  Rebel  lines  at  Fort  McGilvery  offered 
inducements  for  deserters  from  both  sides,  and  one  night 
a  corporal  and  two  or  three  men  of  the  Tenth,  who  had 
been  advanced  from  the  picket  line  upon  a  vidette  post, 
seized  the  opportunity  to  give  themselves  up  to  the  ene- 
my. They  Avere  substitutes,  who  had  obtained  consider- 
able enlistment  money,  and  the  experience  of  life  behind 
the  breastworks  had  evidently  been  too  much  for  them. 
The  corporal  was  a  Canadian — at  least  one  of  his  com- 
panions hailing  from  the  same  province,  and  their  regard 
for  the  flag  of  the  United  States  was  presumably  very 
slight. 

Tlie  Second  Division  was  relieved  by  other  troops  on 
the  date  above  mentioned,  and  marched  to  the  extreme 
left  of  the  line,  which  had  been  extended  to  a  point  near 
Hatcher's  Run.  Here  it  occupied  the  works  of  the  Fifth 
Corps  and  Mott's  division  of  the  Second  Corps,  while 
those  troops  were  raiding,  under  Gen.  Warren,  down 
along  the  AVeldon  Road.  In  this  vicinity,  the  entire  Se- 
cond Corps  at  length  went  into  position,  and  log  huts 
were  erected,  the  extreme  cold  weather  foreshadowing 
a  cessation  of  active  hostilities  for  ^ome  wet-ks  at  least. 

Private  Nicholas  Sherry,  of  Comj)any  C,  was  killed 
December  11th. 

The  latter  jKirt  of  the  month  just  passed  brouglit  an 
ini|>ortant  and  much  regretted  change  to  tlie  Second 
Corps.  Its  gallant  commander,  Gen.  Hanc(Hk,  wlio  had 
so  long  shared  the  fortunes  of  his  granil  old  rnrj>s  (rar- 
mtc,  had  been  requesti^d  to  jiroceed  to  Washington,  for 
the  purpose  of  organizing  a  corps  of  vtteran>  from  those 
soldiers  who  hail  been  hv)norablv  dischar<'ecl   from   the 
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service.*     In  taking  leave   of  his  command,  the  gene- 
ral issued  the  following  order  : 

Headquarters  Second  Armt  Corps, 
Before  Petersburg,  November  2(jth,  1804. 

General  Orders,  Xo.  44  : 

Soldiers  of  thk  Second  Corps  :— In  obedience  to  instruc 
tions  which  direct  me  to  another  field  of  duty,  I  transfer  the  com 
mand  of  this  corps  to  Maj.-Gen.  A.  A.  Ilumplireys,  United  States 
Volunteers. 

I  desire,  at  parting  with  you,  to  express  the  regret  I  feel  at  the 
necessity  which  calls  for  our  separation.  Intimately  associated 
with  you  in  the  dangers,  privations  and  glory  which  have  fallen 
to  your  lot  during  the  memorable  campaigns  of  the  past  two  years, 
I  now  leave  you  with  the  warmest  feelings  of  affection  and  es- 
teem. 

Since  I  have  had  the  honor  to  serve  with  you,  you  have  won 
the  right  to  place  upon  your  banners  the  historic  names  of  "An- 
tietam,"  "Fredericksburg,"  "  Chancellorville,"  "Gettysburg," 
"Wilderness,"  "  Po,"  "Spottsylvania,"  '■  Xorth  Anna,"  "Cold 
Harbor,"  "Petersburg,"  "Ream's  Station,"  "  Boydton  Road,"  and 
many  other  contests. 

The  gallant  bearing  of  the  intrepid  officers  and  men  of  the 
Second  Corps  on  the  bloodiest  fields  of  the  war,  the  dauntless  va- 
lor di.-played  by  them  in  many  brilliant  assaults  on  the  enemy's 
stroutrest  positions,  the  great  number  of  guns,  colors,  prisoners  and 
other  trophies  of  war  captured  by  them  in  many  desperate  com- 
bats ;  their  unswerving  devotion  to  dut\-,  and  heroic  constancy 
under  all  the  dangers  and  hardships  which  such  campaigns  entail, 
have  won  for  tlicin  an  imperishable  renown  and  the  grateful  ad- 
miration of  their  countrymen.  The  stoiy  of  the  Second  Corps  will 
live  in  history,  and  to  its  officers  and  men  will  be  ascribed  the  lienor 
of  having  served  their  country  with  unsurpassed  fidelity  and  cour- 
age. 

•  When  tlie  sprin.;  operation-;  ..I'llie  Army  of  tlif  Potoin.ic  wire  ..i.out  to  com- 
mence, in  i:'.5,  (ion.  H..n,-.,ck  ..ppli.J  iV-r  or.ler,  reuirnin- him  to  the  Second  Corps 
in  the  tieU  ;  but,  late  in  February,  he  w.is  requested  to  Like  command  of  the  troops 
in  the  Shenandoah  Valley.     He  therefore  never  returned  to  his  old  corps. 


GKNERAL    HANCOCK. 
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Conscious  that  wluitever  military  lienor  has  fallen  to  me  during 
my  association  with  the  Second  Corps,  has  been  won  by  the  gal- 
lantry of  the  otliccrs  and  soldiers  that  I  have  commanded,  I  feel 
that,  in  partini:  from  them,  I  am  severing  the  strongest  ties  of  my 
military  life. 

.  The  distinguished  otficer  who  succeeds  me  is  entitled  to  your 
entire  confidence.  His  record  assures  you  that,  in  the  hour  of 
battle,  be  will  lead  you  to  victory. 

"VYiNFIEI.D   S.   H.VNCOCK, 

Major-General  of  Volunteers. 

The  gallant  Hancock  had,  in  truth,  coninianded  a 
corps  which  had  written  its  history  in  blood.  A  respon- 
sible w^riter,  in  the  U.  S.  Service  Magazine,  May,  1866, 
stated  that  the  Second  Corps,  during  its  existence,  em- 
braced on  its  rolls  the  names  of  upwards  of  200,000  men; 
that  it  lost  70,000  men  in  battle  ;  that  it  captured  nearly, 
or  quite,  a  hundred  colors,  and  as  many  guns  as  any 
other  corps  ever  took  from  the  enemy,  excluding  those 
captured  at  fortified  places  ;  and  that,  in  the  campaign 
from  the  Rapidan  to  the  surrender  of  Lee's  army,  it  lost 
38,000  men,  being  one-third  the  entire  loss.  Thirty-seven 
of  its  briga<le  commanders  Avere  killed,  wounded  and 
missing  (there  being  only  two  of  the  latter)  between 
May  3d  and  O.-tober  27th",  18Gi.* 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  now  closing,  several 
promotions  of  otficers  had  been  made  in  the  Tenth,  to  till 
the  positions  nuidu  vacant  by  death,  wounds.  A:c.  First- 
Lieuts.  E.  D.  Van  Winkle  and  Harvey  Y.  liussell  f  were 
comnjissione(l  as  captains,  and  Second-Lieuts,  William 
F.  Beers,  Bernard  Brady  and  Harvey  Curtis,  as  tirst- 
lieutenant.s.  Albert  C.  Kisley  was  also  appointed  first - 
lieutenant,  I'rom  civil  life.     Color-Sergt.  Saiiunl   Miunes. 


Brevcllcd  m.uur  .;1  f. 
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Sergt.-Maj.  U.  J.  Covert,  and  Sergts.  D.  S.  Gilkison, 
William  N.  Skidmore  and  AVilliam  H.  Vanderpool  were 
commissioned  as  second-lieutenants.  (Vanderpool  after- 
wards declined.) 

Christmas  and  New  Year's  Day  came  with  cold  and 
seasonable  weather,  and.  to  the  troops  that  environed  Pe- 
tersburg, it  was  a  season  of  rejoicing.  Another  year  had 
passed  awav,  and,  although  the  Army  of  the  Potom.ac — 
thinned  by  death  and  disease  again  and  again,  and  as 
many  times  reinforced  in  strength  by  the  free  North — was 
still  held  at  bay  before  the  earthworks  of  Leo's  army, 
the  men  who  filled  its  ranks  had  been  made  enthusiastic 
by  the  tidings  of  the  great  and  important  events  which 
had  been  transpiring  in  other  parts  of  the  great  theatre 
of  war.  Gen.  Sherman  had  electrified  the  world  l>y  his 
successful  march  from  the  interior  of  Georgia  to  the 
Rebel  seaboard,  the  capture  and  occupation  of  Savan- 
nah, and  his  victorious  jnarch  northward  ;  and  the  end  of 
the  great  struggle  seemed  to  be  surely  approaching. 

The  effect  of  Sherman's  operations  had  been  severe 
upon  the  Rebel  Army  of  Virginia — the  gradual  capture 
and  blockade  of  all  ports  by  which  foreign  aid  and  sus- 
tenance could  be  received,  resulting  in  a  diminution  of 
the  necessary  supplies  of  clothing  and  equipments  for  the 
enemy'vS  troops  and  of  medicines  for  their  hospitals.  The 
rank  and  lile  of  Lee's  army  seemed  to  have  suddt-nly  lost 
heart  and  become  tlespondent.  Hundreds  deserted  each 
night  to  the  lines  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  in  most 
cases  bringing  their  arms  with  tliem  :  an  onlor  having 
been  issued  by  Gen.  Grant,  and  circtilafed  within  the 
Rebel  lims,  olYfring  a  state"!  price  tor  arms  or  t-quip- 
ments  broughr  in  l)y  deserters.  Coatless,  shoeless  and 
hungry,  as  many  of  these  Southern  soldiers  were  when 
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they  entered  the  Union  lines,  they  were  both  fed  and 
clothed  hy  our  Government,  and  treated  with  magnani- 
mity and  generosity. 

The  holidays  were  ushered  in  by  salutes  of  shotted 
guns  from  all  the  forts  along  the  line  of  the  army,  ac- 
companied by  the  music  of  the  bands  and  salvos  of 
cheers,  which  wei-e  carried  along  the  lines  for  miles, 
as  each  successive  brigade  and  division  would  catch 
the  enthusiasm.  The  camp  of  the  Tenth  was  decor- 
ated -with  arches  of  evergreens,  and  illuminated  at 
night  -with  hundreds  of  candles,  purchased  from  the 
Commissary's  department  by  the  box.  Timber  and  tree 
branches  for  the  camp  decorations  were  rather  ditticult 
to  obtain,  and  were  brought  from  a  distance  over  roads 
muddy  and  treacherous  ;  but  the  men  had  been  seized 
with  the  spontaneous  disease  for  ornamentation  of  the 
camps  which  came  upon  us  all  at  times  of  particular  jolli- 
fication, and  no  labor  was  spared. 

Christmas  Day  was  observed  among  the  officers  of 
the  Tenth  by  an  old-fashioned  turkey  dinner,  given  in 
Lieut. -Col.  Hopper's  log  hut.  The  Colonel  had  spent 
<'onsiderable  time  and  labor  in  supervising  the  erection 
of  his  house,  and  its  smoothly  hewn  logs,  }»apered  in- 
terior and  comfortable  camp  furniture,  gave  it  a  hospit- 
able appearancf.  The  officers  all  joined  in  the  banquet, 
and  the  atfair  consumed  the  best  part  of  the  afternoon 
and  evening.  The  entire  battalion  participated  in  extra 
dinners  and  amusements  during  the  day.  Sutlers  were 
])rest'nt  with  tlie  army  in  numbers,  and  the  paymaster 
having  recently  made  his  a]i]H\araiUH-,  numey  was  not 
wanted  with  which  to  soa.-on  the  holi«l;tys  with  ttio>e 
luxuries  which  alwavs  assist eil  in  reniiniliii<r  us  of  home 
comforts  and  enjoyments. 


336  THE    NATIONAL    ZOUAVES. 

In  January,  efforts  were  made  to  obtain  authority  to 
send  a  recruiting  party  to  Kew  York,  liopes  being  enter- 
tained that  the  battalion  might  be  strengthened  to  ten 
companies.  The  requisite  permission,  however,  could 
not  be  procured,  and  the  Tenth  still  numbered  but  six 
companies  when  the  movement  against  the  enemy's 
works,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Hatchers  Run,  occurred, 
on  the  4th  of  February. 

This  was  another  general  reconnoissance  towards  the 
Rebel  right,  with  intent  to  develop  the  strength  of  the 
enemy's  lines,  and  to  the  Second  Corps  was  given  the 
duty  of  attacking  the  works  east  of  the  run.  The  Fifth 
Corps  was  directed  to  cross  the  stream  further  south, 
and  endeavor  to  force  the  enemy's  right.  During  this 
short  campaign  the  Tenth  held  a  position  directly  upon 
the  run,  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  corps  ;  Rebel  earth- 
works were  on  tlie  opposite  side,  from  which  a  vicious  tire 
was  directed  upon  the  battalion.  Lieut.  Samuel  Minnes 
was  wounded  twice  on  the  ")th  inst..  as  well  as  one  or 
two  enlisted  nien.  Our  division,  temporarily  under  the 
command  of  Gen.  Smyth,  with  McAllister's  brigade,  of 
the  Third  Division,  had  a  desperate  encounter  with  the 
enemy  on  the  r)th,  repulsing  a  well-planned  and  deter- 
mined attempt  to  break  the  line  of  battle  formed  by 
the  Second  Corps.  The  Third  i^rigade  suffered  a  com- 
paratively severe  loss  in  the  engagement.  West  of 
Hatcher's  Run,  the  Fifth  Corps,  supported  by  the  Sixth, 
advanced  against  the  Rebel  Avorks  through  a  dense 
forest,  but  were  driven  back,  losing  several  hundred  in 
killed  and  wounded.  The  uiovemenr  ended  with  no  par- 
ticularadvanlage  t<>  ..nrariuy,  >av<'  tlie  additional  ground 
gained  by  tlie  Second  an. I  Filth  Corps.  Tlie  former  now 
held    an    advanced    position.    Avith    its    left    renting   U]>oii 
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Hatcher's  Run,  and  the  Fifth  occupied  ground  Avest  of 
the  stream.  On  the  8th,  our  corps  again  went  into 
camp. 

The  few  weeks  which  now  elapsed  before  the  final 
movements  of  Gen.  Grant's  forces  against  Lee's  army, 
were  a  season  of  rest  to  the  battalion,  varied  by  regular 
tours  of  picket  duty,  and  officers  and  men  availed  them- 
selves of  such  amusements  as  could  be  had  in  camp. 
Notices  of  the  following  appointments  of  commissioned 
officers  were  received  from  the  Governor  of  New  York 
during  the  spring  : 

To  colonel  :  George  F.  Hopper. 

To  lieutenant-colonel  :  Anthony  S.  Woods. 

To  major  :  Charles  W.  Cowtan. 

To  surgeon  :  Robert  O.  Craig,  vice  Brower  Gesner  * 
(resigned). 

To  quartermaster  :  William  F.  Beers. 

To  first-lieutenants  :  Samuel  Minnes  and  D.  S.  Gilki- 
son. 

To  second-lieutenants  :  Sergts.  Chas.  Egan  and  Fran- 
cis L.  Mead. 

A  few  recruits  were  sent  to  the  battalion  from  New 
York,  some  of  them  from  the  interior  of  the  State. 

*  Surg.  Ge>ner  received  .1  brevet  commission  as  lieutenant-colonel  of  U.  S. 
Volunteers.  He  served  after  the  close  of  the  war  on  the  medical  staff  of  the  army, 
and  died  of  disease  on  the  5th  day  of  November,  1874,  at  Fort  Gibson.  Ihe  fune- 
ral services  took  place  in  New  York  city  on  the  15th  of  November,  and  were  at- 
tended by  members  of  the  Tenth. 

Capt.  Geo.  M.  Dewey  would  have  received  the  appointment  of  major  had  he 
noi  been  discharged  on  account  of  wounds.  Besides  being  the  senior  captain,  lie 
was  the  first  choice  of  the  otVicers  for  the  position. 


M:  '■  ■ :  r't'i   '.'-J.' 
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PERIOD  lY. 

THE    LAST    STRUGGLE SURRENDER    OF    LEE THE    MARCH 

NORTHWARD THE    FINxlL    MUSTER    OUT. 

Gen.  Grant  was  now  anxious,  in  the  fear  that  the 
Rebel  army  defending  Petersburg:  and  Richmond  would 
evacuate  its  lines  suddenly  and  endeavor  to  unite  with 
the  forces  of  Gen.  Johnston  in  Xorth  Carolina  or  in  the 
mountains  of  Virginia  ;  thus  effecting  a  combination 
which  might  insure  a  long  and  expensive  campaign  to 
our  armies  and  partly  repay  the  Confederacy  for  the  loss 
of  its  capital.  The  utmost  care  was  exercised  along  the 
lines  of  the  Array  of  the  Potomac  to  observe  the  slight- 
est movement  of  the  Rebel  forces,  Gen.  Meade  mean- 
while holding  his  troops  well  in  hand  to  immediately 
take  advantage  of  the  first  favorable  opportunity  to 
strike  a  crushing  blow  at  the  Rebel  Army  of  Virginia.* 
On  the  other  hand,  Gen.  Lee,  whatever  his  intention 
may  have  been  regarding  the  final  evacuation  of  hisjines, 
resolved  to  anticipate  Grant's  expected  movement  and 
deliver  a  blow  which  might  possibly  break  the  anaconda- 
like embrace  in  which  he  was  now  held,  and  at  least  draw 
forces  from  Grant's  left,  which  would  relieve  his  (Lee's) 
final  line  of  retreat  if  such  was  deemed  necessarv.     This 


•  Swiiiton  says.  p.  574  :  "  It  is  now  i:ert.Tin  that  .it  this  time  the  Confederate 
commander  h.td  resolved  to  adopt  the  course  of  ovaciiatinR  PctervburK  and  Rich- 
mond and  cffo-ting  a  junction  with  the  f.rces  of  Johnston  on  the  Danville  hue. 
Preparations  for  the  intended  nuivement  were  l<ci;un  early  in  the  month  of  .March. 
Johnston  was  to  retu^e  his  left  if  Sherman  .idvanced  ;  tl.iti.o.its  were  collected  for 
bridjjing  the  aflUicnts  of  the  Roanoke  ;  rations  «  ere  to  he  accunwdated  at  .Amelia 
Court  House,  and  the  line  uf  retreat  and  columns  of  m.irch  were  arranged." 
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attack  was  made  at  Fort  Steadman,  the  next  fort  on  the 
left  of  McGilvery.  The  work  mounted  nine  guns  and 
was  supported  bv  mortar  batteries  on  the  right  and  left. 
It  was-  surprised  and  taken  by  a  coup  de  main,  many 
prisoners  being  captured.  Reinforcements,  however, 
with  the  heavy  artillery  tire  immediately  brought  to  bear 
upon  the  captured  work  by  the  contiguous  forts  and  re- 
doubts, turned  the  tide  of  battle,  and  the  Rebel  force 
was  driven  back  or  captured.  During  the  progress  of 
the  action  the  troops  on  the  left  of  Gen.  :Meade's  line 
were  ordered  to  advance,  which  they  immediately  did, 
portions  of  the  Second  Corps  capturing  and  holding  the 
strongly  intrenched  picket  lines  in  their  front.  Our  own 
battalion  did  not  leave  camp  ;  but  Gen.  Smyth,  in  his 
diarv,  says  :  "  Two,  p.  m.,  I  took  five  hundred  men  of  my 
brigade  and  made  an  attack  on  the  Rebel  right,  charged 
through  the  crt-ek,  carried  their  works  and  took  some 
prisoners."  Thus  Lee  had  failed  in  his  attempts  either 
to  seriously  break  the  lines  in  his  front  or  to  draw  troops 
from  his  opponent's  left  sufficiently  to  relieve  his  own 
i-ight  flank. 

An  order  had  already  been  prepared  by  Gen.  Grant 
(March  24th),  directing  a  general  movement  of  the 
army  ;  but  the  affair  at  Fort  Steadman  had  delayed  its 
promulgation.  On  the  20th,  however,  the  respective 
corps  ha<l  received  it,  aiul  were  on  the  march  towards 
the  left. 

Soon  after  daybreak  of  that  date,  the  Tenth  New 
York  Volunteers  left  camp  with  the  rest  of  the  Second 
Division  (noAv  comuumdcd  by  (r<.n.  William  Hays). 
The  chancre  from  the  comfortabU-  quarters  ot"  the  \y.iil 
seven  weeks  to  the  realities  of  a  stern  campaign  was 
made  not  unwillinglv.     The  glorious  news  which  had 
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been  constantly  arriving  from  the  armies  of  Sherman 
and  Thomas,  and  the  knowledge  that  the  termination  of 
the  Rebellion  could  not  be  far  removed,  had  imbued 
every  one  with  enthusiasm  and  sanguine  expectation  ; 
and,  as  the  column  moved  along  the  Vaughan  Road  to 
the  bridge  which  now  crossed  Hatcher's  Run,  where,  five 
months  before,  we  had  forced  a  passage  in  the  face  of  a 
rain  of  bullets,  the  spirits  of  our  soldiers  rose  to  the 
highest  pitch. 

The  advance  of  the  Second  Corps,  after  crossing 
Hatcher's  Run,  was  northwardly,  constantly  feeling  for 
the  enemy.  The  country  was  thickly  wooded  and  most 
difficult  of  penetration  by  a  column  of  troops.  Hum- 
phrey moved  the  corps  through  the  woods,  between  the 
Quaker  Road  and  Hatcher's  Run.  The  enemy's  skir- 
mishers were  driven  in  by  the  advance,  V>ut  no  main  line 
was  encountered,  and  darkness  forced  the  troops  to 
bivouac. 

At  six,  A.  :u.,  of  the  30th,  our  battalion  was  aroused 
from  a  fitful  sleep  and  resumed  the  advance.  Rain  had 
fallen  during  the  night  and  continued  heavily  all  <lay. 
The  enemy  were  driven  into  their  intrenchments  during 
the  morning  and  our  corps  formed  line,  the  right  of  the 
Second  Division  (being  the  right  of  the  corps)  resting 
on  Hatcher's  Run,  near  the  Crow  House,  a  redoubt  on 
the  enemy's  line  being  in  close  proximity.  Gen.  Hum- 
phrey's left  connected  with  the  Fifth  Corps,  near  the 
Boydton  plank  road,  which  trends  southeast  from  Peters- 
burg, an<l  u])on  which  the  enemy  held  strong  works. 

The  heavy  rain  and  .■iciTnnp:inyinL'-  mud  had  made  the 
roads  almost  inijiraetic  able  lor  artillery  and  trains,  aii»l 
Gen.  Grant  fuinui  himself  embargoed  just  when  he  was 
ready  to  strike  heavily.     The  intervention  of  rain  had. 
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however,  assisted  Gen.  Lee,  wliose  infantry,  marching 
on  an  inner  line  without  trains,  had  been  for  hours  tiling 
to  the  right. 

On  the  morning  of  the  31st,  the  Rebel  army  took  the 
initiative.  Often  before,  Gen.  Lee  had  crushed  his  op- 
ponent's left  by  falling  suddenly  and  heavily  on  his  ex- 
posed Hank,  and  he  once  more  essayed  the  like  move- 
ment, throwing  into  it  all  the  troops  he  could  collect  for 
the  bloAv.  The  attack  upon  Warren's  corps  was  sudden, 
and  almost  completely  disrupted  two  divisions.  The 
rear  division  (Griffin's),  however,  stood  firm,  and  with 
the  assistance  of  the  First  Division,  of  the  Second  Corps, 
repulsed  the  enemy,  following  up  the  success  with  a 
counter-attack  which  drove  the  Confederates  back  to 
their  old  line  on  the  White  Oak  Road.  Two  fiags  and 
many  prisoners  were  captured.  During  the  progress  of 
ihe  action  advances  were  made  by  the  skirmishers  of 
the  Second  and  Third  Divisions,  of  the  Second  Corps  ; 
but  no  success  was  attained — the  works  of  the  enemy 
being  found  strongly  defended. 

This  day  and  the  next  also  witnessed  stirring  events 
still  further  to  the  left  of  the  line.  Sheridan,  on  the 
;5 1st,  seized  i>ossession  of  Five  Forks,  about  four  miles 
west  of  the  scene  of  Gen.  Warren's  action.  To  h.jld 
Five  Forks  was  to  hold  the  strategic  key  opening  up  the 
whole  region  which  Lee  was  now  seeking  to  cover. 
Dcven's  division  of  cavalry,  assisted  by  Davies'  bri<jade, 
of  Crook's  division,  occupied  the  coveted  point  ;  but 
their  retention  of  it  was  short,  for  Gen.  Lee  iiunudiately 
marclu'.l  a  stron-  infantry  foivr  from  Warren'<  front 
and  <lrovc'  thr  cavalry  out  and  bark  towar-ls  Diuwid.li.- 
Court  IIouM'.  U'arrcn  was  now  ordered  to  rciiirorcc 
Sheridan  with  his  entire  corps. 
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On  the  morning  of  April  1st,  Sheridan  put  his  com- 
bined force  of  cavalry  and  infantry  in  motion,  and,  late 
in  the  afternoon,  the  strugsrle  of  the  day  had  ended  with 
the  complete  rout  or  capture  of  the  Rebel  force  at  Five 
Forks,  The  trophies  of  the  day  included  many  colors 
and  gnns  and  above  five  thousand  prisoners.  The  bril- 
liant victory  was  won  with  comparatively  small  loss  on 
the  part  of  the  Union  troops,  the  cavalry  losing  but  a 
few  hundred  and  the  infantry  six  hundred  and  thirty- 
four,  killed  and  wounded. 

No  sooner  had  the  last  sounds  of  battle  ceased  at 
Five  Forks  than,  from  the  direction  of  Petersburg,  came 
the  noise  of  heavy  cannonading.  The  guns  in  position 
before  the  beleaguered  city  had  opened  tire,  as  if  to  pro- 
claim the  victory  on  the  left,  and  the  ground  seemed  to 
tremble  beneath  the  mighty  rumblings,  while  the  dark- 
ness of  night  was  illumined  by  the  lurid  light  of  bursting 
shells  and  the  flashes  of  the  guns.  The  Tenth  Battalion 
lay  on.  picket  during  this  night,  which  duty  it  had  per- 
formed since  the  oOth.  Each  member  of  the  battalion 
seemed  now  to  anticipate  the  final  movement,  and  mus- 
kets were  grasped  firmly,  while  the  advanced  posts 
peered  through  the  thick  forest,  not  knowing  what  the 
cannonading  from  the  right  portended,  and  unacquainted 
as  yet  with  the  particulars  of  Sheridan's  victory  on  the 
other  flank. 

As  early  daybreak  of  Sunday  began  to  tinge  the  tops 
of  the  loftiest  trees  with  a  dim,  uncertain  glimmer  of 
light,  orders  came  to  advance  the  pickets.  Our  batta- 
lion moved  forward,  the  colors,  which  had  been  sent 
from  the  picket  line  to  the  rear,  immediately  following, 
and  in  five  minutes  the  enemy's  works  were  in  our  pos- 
session, with  guns  and  prisoners.     Scarcely  a  semblance 
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of  resistance  was  made,  so  thin  had  the  line  been  drawn 
out  in  consequence  of  Gen.  Lee's  heavy  drafts  for  the 
defence  of  his  extreme  right.  The  advance  S'kirmishers 
of  the  Tenth,  composed  of  a  majority  of  Company  B, 
under  command  of  Capt.  E.  D.  Van  Winkle,  were  the 
first  troops  to  cross  the  works  in  our  front,  bearing 
down  by  the  sheer  force  of  their  enthusiastic  charge  the 
Rebels  who  still  defended  them.  In  the  excitement  they 
still  continued  on,  and  reached  the  main  road  in  rear  of 
the  works  before  they  looked  back,  to  see  their  division, 
with  the  First,  charging  the  works  which  had  really 
been  captured  by  a  few  eager  soldiers,  Sergt.  Ambrose 
Wildey  was  particularly  observable  in  this  advance.  He 
and  young  Connery,  of  Company  B,  had  jumped  in  among 
a  few  of  the  enemy,  ordering  them  to  surrender,  when 
one  aimed  his  piece  at  Wildey.  Connery  immediately 
struck  up  the  musket  and  discharged  his  own  at  the  Con- 
federate soldier,  disabling  him.  The  others  threw  down 
tlieir  arms  and  made  quick  time  towards  the  rear  of  our 
lines  as  prisoners.  Within  an  hour  or  two  the  Second 
Corps  had  connected  with  the  Sixth,  which,  with  the 
Ninth  and  Twenty-fourth,  had  stormed  and  curried  the 
entire  Rebel  line  in  front  of  Petersburg. 

At  dawn  of  ^Monday,  the  3d  of  April,  when  the  skir- 
mish lines  advanced  towards  the  city  itself,  it  was  found 
to  be  evacuated,  and  Petersburg  came  at  last  into  our 
possession,  after  a  bitter  siege  and  defence  lasting  nearly 
ten  months.  At  about  the  same  time,  our  forces  on  the 
other  side  of  the  James  River  were  apprised  of  some- 
thing unusual  happeninc:  in  I'tichniond  by  a  succession  of 
heavy  explosions,  and  a  blaze  which  lit  the  sky  for  miles. 
A  squadron  of  cavalry  was  immediately  advanced,  by 
order  of  Gen.  Weitzel,  and  this  party  entered  the  capital 
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without  hindrance,  planting;  its  flag  on  the  State  capitol* 
"  Thus  Richmond  fell !  Marvelous  as  had  been  the  one 
year's  defence  of  the  Confederate  capital,  its  fall  was 
not  less  strange.  Occupied,  not  captured,  Richmond,  to 
gain  which  such  hecatombs  of  lives  had  been  sacrificed, 
was  at  length  given  up  by  the  civil  authorities  to  a  body 
of  forty  troopers  1 "  f 

The  Danville  Railroad,  which  was  evidently  Lee's  in- 
tended line  of  retreat,  runs  southwest  from  Richniond, 
and  was  intersected  at  Burkesville  by  the  S<HUhside  or 
Lynchburg  Railroad.  Burkesville  was  therefore  a  stra- 
teaic  point  of  great  importance  to  Lee,  if  he  intended  to 
retreat  into  North  Carolina.  Recognizing  this.  Gen. 
Grant  pushed  forward  his  array  on  the  3d,  the  Second 
Corps  marching  by  a  road  south  of  the  Appomattox  to 
strike  the  Danville  Road  north  of  Burkesville.  The 
marching  was  steady  and  rapid  until  the  afternoon  of  the 
5th,  when  the  entire  army  under  Gen.  Meade's  command 
(the  Second,  Fifth  and  Sixth  Corps)  was  brought  quickly 
into  position  at  Jetersville,  aljout  nine  or  ten  miles  north- 
east of  Burkesville  and  a  little  less  southwest  of  Amelia 
Court  House.  The  Rebel  army  was  in  position,  cover- 
ing the  latter  place.  Wlien,  however,  on  the  next  morn- 
ing, the  Army  of  the  Potomac  moved  forward  in  impos- 
ing line  of  battle,  it  was  found  that  Gen.  Lee  ha.l  taken 
advantage  of  roads  leading  westward,  and  w  as  pushing 
rapidly  in  the  direction  of  Lynchburg. 

A  quick  pursuit  of  the  retreating  army  immediately 
followed,  the  Second  Corps  marching  in  columns  of 
brigades,  and   pressing  forward    in   thi^  extended  order 

♦This  lias  WHS  rai.-l  l.y  \  .w.n  .1.  I  .  .ie  Fcvster,  a  v.mi;^::  .'iVu-er  on  the  st.-»tT 
of  Gen.  Weit/el. 

tSwintoii's  "Army  of  the  IV.Unnac." 
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cnrougli  woods  and  valleys  and  over  hills  and  open 
'TTOTuid,  halting  for  nothing,  and  sweeping  everything 
Vn-fore  it.  The  enemy's  rear  guard  was  compelled  occa- 
sionallv  to  halt  and  open  a  hattery  or  deploy  a  brigade, 
ro  give  their  exliau.sled  men  and  horses  an  opportunity 
to  rest  ;  but  it  was  never  for  more^than  a  few  minutes, 
as  the  skirmishers  of  the  advance  brigades  of  our  corps 
were  upon  them  almost  immediately.  The  running  tight 
ar'd  pursuit  continued  the  entire  day,  and  ended,  at 
n!i:)it,  Avith  the  capture,  by  the  Second  and  Third  Divi- 
sions, of  over  200  wagons  and  ambulances  and  numbers 
of  guns,  prisoners  and  flags.  This  capture  was  a  sequel 
to  the  battle  fought  by  Custer's,  Crook's  and.  Deven's 
divisions  of  cavalry,  and  the  Sixth  Corps,  which  had 
been  marching  to  the  left  of  the  Second.  These  troops 
auacked  the  Confederate  wagon  train  and  its  escort, 
composed  of  a  heavy  force  of  infantry  and  cavalry,  near 
Sailor's  Creek,  a  small  stream  emptying  into  the  Apj>o- 
mattox.  The  action  terminated  with  the  capture  of 
inany  pieces  of  artillery  and  nearly  all  that  remained  of 
Eweifs  corps,  with  that  commander  himself  and  four 
oiher  genei'al  othcers.* 

After  crossing  Sailor's  Creek,  near  its  junction  with  the 

A})pomattox,  Humphrey's  corps  went  into  bivouac  and 
tlie  night  was  passed  by  the  Tenth  New  York  upon  the 
[.icket  line.  No  eatables  of  any  account  had  been  cap- 
uired  in  the  wagons,   for  both  men  and   horses  of  the 

*Swmton's-.\rmy  of  tlic  Potomnc."  p.  612:  "'The  decisive  character  of  thU 
result  w.is  L-irgely  due  to  tlie  cncr^-etic  movements  of  the  Second  Corps,  u  hich.  mov- 
inj  to  the  rieht,  hnl  pressed  the  Confederates  closely  in  a  rear-KU.-ird  fifiht  all  day, 
tiU  ni^'a,  when  it  hnd  ..ttained  a  position  nor  the  mouth  of  S.iilor's  Creek.  Here 
the  C.Mifederates  were  so  crowdevi  up.m  tii.it  ;i  l.ir.;e  train  wr.ts  cuptured  and  many 
hiinJrcds  were  t.iken  prisou-jrs.  I'he  tr'.i.l.io  uf  the  Second  Corps  included,  in 
.toilition.  several  piece-  cf  artillery  and  thirteen  tl.igs." 
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enemy  were  living  on  next  to  nothing  ;  but  some  men  of 
the  battalion  had  come  into  possession  of  a  quantity  of 
old  Virginia  peach  brandy.  It  was  passed  around,  so 
that  all  could  judge  of  its  quality,  and  the  writer  can  tes- 
tify to  its  revivifying  properties. 

Hard  and  fast,  in  a  rut  along  the  road,  near  the  cross- 
ing of  the  creek,  were  several  ambulances,  abandoned 
by  the  Confederates,  and  tilled  mainly  with  officers'  ef- 
fects. Chalked  on  the  side  of  one  of  these  was  the  le- 
gend :  * 
•'  We  uns  have  found  the  last  dltrh.'''' 

Significant,  full  of  unvarnished  truth,  and  i)athetic,  was 
this  scrawl — evidently  a  last  message  of  some  driver,  as 
he  hurriedly  cut  his  harness  and  left  his  vehicle  to  its 
fate. 

Early  on  the  7th,  the  Second  Corps  again  started  in 
pursuit  of  the  enemy.  Gen.  Barlow  had  been  placed  in 
command  of  the  Second  Division,  and  he  led  the  advance 
towards  High  Bridge,  which  spans  the  Apj^omottox  six 
miles  east  of  Farmville.  The  Confederate  rear  guard 
was  overtaken  while  attempting  to  burn  this  lofty  rail- 
road structure,  and  were  driven  from  their  work  by  a 
portion  of  Gen.  Smyth's  brigade,  which  was  in  advance, 
while  another  portion,  including  the  Tenth,  double- 
quicked  to  the  foot  bridge,  and  crossed  it,  driving  the 
Rebel  skirmishers  before  them.  It  was  quickly  done, 
and  the  safetv  of  the  smaller  bridge  was  a  matter  of 
great  importance,  as  the  river  here  was  unfordable.  A 
force  on  the  heights  was  soon  dispersed,  with  the  aid  of 
our  artillery  on  the  opposite  bank.  Eighteen  guns  were 
captured  here,  most  of  them  in  position  in  redoubts.* 

•  "Abbott's  Civil  War,"  p.  51,1  :  "  Four  spans  of  the  \\\^\\  Hridge  were  de- 
stroyed before  our  advance,  which  consi^tcll  of  Barlow's  division,  rciched  the  river. 
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Gen.  Barlow  now  advanced  the  division  direct  along 
the  railroad  towards  Farmville,  the  Third  Brigade  still 
leadino;  and  skirmishing  occasionally  with  the  enemy. 
The  formation  of  full  brigade  front  was  still  continued. 
The  flank  of  the  Tenth  touched  one  side  of  the  road,  on 
which  it  was  to  guide,  and  at  one  time  there  was  a  sen- 
sible oblique  motion  of  the  battalion  towards  the  left. 
This  grew  more  and  more  observable,  leaving  a  widen- 
ing gap  between  the  flank  and  the  road,  and  causing 
the  regiments  on  the  left  to  take  the  same  direction. 
Chickens  were  the  unconscious  cause — a  yard-full  of  them 
having  developed  magnetism  enough  to  draw  half  a  bri- 
gade from  its  proper  alignment.  A  sudden  rush  was 
made  and  the  farmyard  was  depleted,  our  battalion  re- 
suming its  proper  line  of  march  before  the  cause  of  the 
trouble  was  well  understood  by  Lieut.-Col.  Hopper ;  at 
least  he  ma<b'  no  strenuous  elforts  to  prevent  the  capture 
of  the  chickens. 

On  nearing  Farmville,  our  cavalry  vanguard  found 
that  the  enemy  were  burning  the  bridges  across  the  Ap- 
pomattox (the  Lynchburg  Railroad  again  crossing  the 
crooked  river  at  this  point) ;  but  they  soon  abandoned 
the  place  and  joined  the  main  body  of  Lee's  array,  which 
was  intrenched  some  four  or  five  miles  north  of  Farm- 
ville. While  destroying  the  wagons  and  bridges,  a  stand 
was  made  by  a  force  of  Rebels  along  the  railroad.  Gen. 
Smyth  advanced  the  108th  New  York  Volunteers  as 
skirmishers,  with  the  10th  Xew  York  and  the  14th  Con- 

A  division  of  the  Rebrl  army  was  drawn  up  on  the  western  bank  to  prevent  the  ex- 
tinsutsbment  <•(  the  flames  and  to  dispute  the  p.iss-i^e  ;  but  our  battcrie-  s.Ksn  com- 
pelled the  kebeis  to  rctiro.  I'be  flames  were  extinsuished  •  •  •  and 
the  pursuers  pres-cd  on.  The  brigade  of  Cen.  Smyth  led  the  advance,  peltin?  the 
enemy  with  shi.t.  shell  and  bullets,  as  he  despairingly,  yet  vsith  olt-CKhibited  des- 
peration of  valor,  rushed  along  on  the  road  to  Farmville." 
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necticut  supporting.  A  battery  of  the  enemy  had  opened 
upon  us,  and  a  lively  skirmish  lire  was  soon  in  operation. 
During  this  fire,  Gen.  Smyth  rode  forward,  with  two  or 
three  of  his  staff  officers,  to  the  knoll  where  the  Tenth 
was  posted,  and,  while  surveying  the  ground  in  front, 
he  was  mortally  wounded  by  a  Rebel  sharpshooter.  The 
hall  entered  the  left  side  of  his  face,  and,  continuing 
downward,  fractured  a  cervical  vertebra,  driving  a  frag- 
ment of  the  bone  upon  the  spinal  cord. 

The  wounding  of  the  general  seemed,  for  a  while, 
difficult  to  believe.  He  had  so  often  braved  death  with 
his  brigade,  during  the  two  years  he  had  been  in  com- 
mand, that  it  had  become  natural  to  regard  him  as  one 
not  destined  to  die  by  a  Rebel  bullet.  His  fine  sol- 
dierly appearance  and  magnetic  presence  had  lent  en- 
couragement and  inspiration  to  his  men  in  numberless 
engagements,  and  it  was  hardly  to  be  realized  that  the 
enthusiastic  soldier  and  able  commander  had  received 
his  death-wound  at  the  hour  when  he  was  confidently 
looking  forward  to  a  bright  termination  of  his  four 
years  of  active  campaigning.  lie  Avas  the  last  Union 
general  killed  in  the  Rebellion,  the  last  man  wounded 
in  the  brigade  which  he  commanded,  and  he  died  on 
the  day  of  Lee's  surrender,  two  days  after  receiving  his 
injury. 

The  First  Division  meanwhile  attacked  the  enemy's 
intrenched  position  on  the  right,  but  was  repulsed,  Avith 
the  loss  of  several  hundred  men  killed  and  wounded,  and 
Barlow  immediately  hurried  the  Second  Division  to  its 
assistance.  At  dark  tlie  Fifth  and  Sixth  Corps  came  up 
and  the  army  prei>ared  to  a>sault  tlie  Rebil  position  at 
«lavluvak.     Lee  moved  out,  Ikun  ever,  uiuler  -larkness  of 
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night,  and  was  several  miles  on  his  road  when  the  re- 
treat was  discovered. 

While  lying  before  the  enemy's  works  during  the 
nightj-a  drove  of  sheep  was  brought  in,  and  our  division 
feasted  on  mutton,  tilling  haversacks  with  enough  to  last 
through  the  morrow.  The  men  of  tlie  Tenth  were  tired 
out,  and  slept  soundly,  although  expecting  that  the 
morning  would  bring  rough  work. 

The  next  day  (8th)  was  consumed  in  following  the 
enemy.  Our  battalion  was  deployed  in  skirmishing  or- 
der, partly  in  advance  and  partly  on  the  right  flank  of 
the  Second  Division,  which  led  the  corps.  Hundreds  of 
stragglers  from  Lee's  now  despairing  army  were  picked 
up — many  of  them  waiting  for  the  skirmishers  to  come 
up  and  then  passing  quietly  to  the  rear.  Numbers  were 
also  discovered  lying  behind  logs,  or  in  the  underbrush, 
where  they  had  dropped  from  exhaustion.  The  roads 
were  strewn  with  abandoned  caissons  and  half-destroyed 
wagons,  and  littered  with  a  variety  of  small  arms  and 
impediiaenta  hastily  thrown  aside  by  the  rapidly  nioviiig 
army  of  fugitives.  * 


*  Swinton,  in  his  "Army  of  the  Potomac,"  thus  end?  a  graphic  picture  of  the 
retreat:  "  While  the  sulTeriiigs  of  the  men  were  thus  severe,  those  cf  the  horses 
and  mules  were  even  keener  :  for  of  forage  there  was  none,  and  the  grass  had  not 
yet  sprouted.  Of  course,  in  this  condition  of  the  draught  animals,  the  locomotion 
of  the  trains  and  artillery  could  be  but  slow.  Moreover,  the  long  lines  of  wagons, 
filling  miles  of  the  road,  frequently  cut  in  upon  the  route  i^f  the  infantry  columns,  de- 
laying them  I'or  half  a  day  af  a  time  ;  so  that,  irom  this  and  other  reasons,  the 
man.h  hai  to  be  mainly  conducteilat  night,  which  added  the  want  of  rest  to  the  -.uni 
of  miseries  accun;ulating  fa^t  and  faster  on  the  hapless  host  of  fugitives.  Dark 
divisions,  sinkin<  in  the  wouds  for  a  few  hours  repose,  would  hear  suddenly  the 
bo<^>m  uf  hostile  guns  and  the  clatter  of  the  hoofs  of  the  uliiquitous  cavalry,  and  they 
had  to  up  and  hastfu  otT  as  far-t  as  their  weaned  limhs  W(  uld  carr^-  thc-m.  Thus 
pr<;ssed  upon  on  .ill  si.lcs.  driven  "like  sheep  lelore  prowling  wolves,  uUli  blazing 
wagonv  ill  I'n.nt  an.l  rear  ;  amid  hunger,  faumio,  and  slceplcN.-.ness,  continuing  day 
after  d.iy,  ihey  f.ired  t 'Wards  the  stitiiig  sun— 

"  *  Such  renting  found  the  s^les  of  iinble.-t  feet.'  " 
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Night  came  and  the  Second  Corps  went  into  bivouac, 
only  to  be  awakened  at  midnight  and  to  hurriedly  re- 
sume march,  by  column,  on  the  road.  It  was  now  gene- 
rally rumored  that  overtures  had  been  made  by  Lee 
towards  the  surrender  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Vir- 
ginia, and  the  troops  anxiously  awaited  daylight,  sur- 
mising that  important  events  were  about  to  transpire. 
At  an  early  hour  of  Sunday,  the  9th  of  April,  the  Second 
Corps  was  massed  upon  cleared  ground  near  Appomattox 
Court  House,  in  anxious  expectation  of  a  grand  denoue- 
ment. 

The  Rebel  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  had  been  at 
length  brought  to  bay  and  encompassed  by  a  force 
through  which  it  was  utterly  impossible  to  force  a  pas- 
sage and  make  escape.  Gen.  Sheridan's  cavalry  had, 
during  the  8th,  pushed  rapidly  on,  and,  by  a  forced 
march,  surrounded  and  captured  several  trains  of  provi- 
sions, which  had  arrived  for  Gen.  Lee's  famishing  troops, 
at  Appomattox  Station,  on  the  Lyncliburg  Railroad  ; 
and  then,  being  ahead  of  the  Rebel  vanguard,  had  boldly 
attacked  it,  capturing  many  guns  and  prisoners,  and 
driving  it  back  upon  the  main  body.  Sheridan  had 
been  rapidly  followed  by  the  Fifth,  Twenty-fourth  and 
part  of  the  Twenty-rtfth  Corps,  and,  at  d:iylight  of  the 
9th,  the  enemy  were  virtually  surrounded  by  a  cordon 
of  glistening  bayonets. 

Unaware  of  the  rapid  movement  of  our  infantry,  Gen. 
Lee  prepared,  in  tlie  early  morning,  to  cut  his  way 
through  our  cavalry,  which  had  come  up  the  preceding 
afternoon.  His  ])attfries  were  placed  on  commanding 
j)Ositions  in  aihl  around  tlie  hitherto  sleepy  village  of 
Appomattox,  and  line  of  battle  was  formed  just  west  of 
the  Court  House.     Then  the  artillery  belched  forth  its 
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fire,  and  the  ragged  divisions  of  the  Army  of  Northern 
Virginia  prepared  to  sweep  Sheridan's  audacious  horse- 
men from  their  path.  Suddenly  a  division  of  blue-coated 
infantry,  with  black  faces,  are  visible.  Said  a  Rebel  of- 
ficer :  "  I  thought  there  was  nothing  but  Yankee  cavalry 
ahead  of  u?,  but  that  yonder  is  a  nigger  brigade,  sure." 
A  Confederate  battery  nearest  the  colored  division  beats 
a  hasty  retreat,  and  then  appears  a  second  division  of 
Union  troops,  pressing  down  the  depot  road  towards  the 
village.  The  cavalry  in  front  now  move  swiftly  aside, 
and  other  solid  lines  of  infantry  are  unveiled,  while 
Sheridan  passes  around  to  the  right  and  prepares  for  a 
charge  upon  the  despairing  Confederate  masses.  But 
Lee's  troops  have  fallen  back.  They  have  seen  the  fate 
awaiting  them  and  their  desire  for  battle  has  ended. 

Gen.  Lee  now  knew  that  his  retreat  was  cut  off,  and 
that  tliere  was  no  further  hope,  and,  with  his  staff,  he  rode 
down  tlie  Lynchburg  pike  towards  the  front.  He  halted 
in  a  clever  field,  dismounted,  and,  with  his  officers  around 
him,  seated  himself  under  a  gnarled  old  apple  tree.  Here 
they  could  see  the  gray-coated  lines  falling  back  and 
watch  the  advance  of  the  Union  divisions  and  the  tlust 
made  by  Custer's  horsemen  on  the  flank.  Thk  end  had 
COME  !  Two  officers  left  the  group,  one  with  a  white  flag, 
while  Lee  and  his  staff  remounted  and  rode  back  to  the 
village.    This  was  the  episode  of  the  famous  apple  tree.* 

•Correspondence  of  the  .V.  V.  Sun,  Aiii;ust  28th.  iSSi  :  "The  Federal  sol- 
diers got  the  idea,  in  some  way.  that  Grant  anil  Lee  met  under  an  apple  tree,  and 
when  they  asked  which  tree  it  was,  were  shown  the  tree  beneath  which  Lee  sat 
when  he  sent  the  fi.ag  of  truce.  .A.t  first  they  began  to  cut  little  bits  from  it,  suit- 
able f .r  v.;.tch  charms.  Th.-n  .jne  of  them,  a  lusty  Maine  fellow.  soueJ  an  axe  and 
fellcil  it.  and  in  ten  minutes  every  bit  of  the  wf-<.d  w.^s  cut  into  convenient  pieces 
f.,r  menient.<>.  N..t  ^.iti.tir-!  with  this,  they  dir.;  the  roots  and  tendrils,  and,  in 
an  hour,  all  that  was  left  to  maik  the  spot  was  a  hole  in  the  ground  deep  enough  to 
bury  a  horse." 
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Gens.  Grant  and  Lee  met  soon  afterwards,  and  the 
capitulation  was  virtually  agreed  upon  in  a  conversa- 
tion of  ten  minutes,  the  two  generals  then  retiring  to 
their  respective  lines.  Later  in  the  day  the  formal  sur- 
render was  consummated  in  a  room  in  Maj.  McLane's 
house — a  plain  dark  brick  structure  within  the  village. 

It  was  noon  when  a  dispatch  from  Gen.  Meade  an- 
nounced to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  the  glorious  fact 
that  the  correspondence  between  Gens.  Grant  and  Lee 
had  terminated  in  the  surrender  of  the  entire  Army  of 
Northern  Virginia.  Gen.  Meade  shortly  afterwards  rode 
along  the  lines  of  the  Second  Corps,  followed  by  his 
staff,  and  the  excitement  and  enthusiasm  were  un- 
bounded. Men  who,  an  hour  previous,  were  unable  to 
stand  from  fatigue,  capered  about  with  frantic  glee. 
The  bands  of  the  ditTerent  brigades  burst  out  in  notes  of 
triumphant  music,  tiags  were  unfurled  and  waved,  hats, 
knapsacks  and  everytliing  at  hand  were  hurled  into  the 
air,  and  cheer  upon  cheer  rent  the  clear  sky,  until  a  tu- 
multuous roar  of  voices  seemed  likely  to  deafen  every 
one.  Every  battery  of  the  corps  which  could  be  broutiht 
into  position  was  instantly  unlimbered,  and  the  roar  of 
artillery  from  scores  of  iron  throats  sent  tributes  of  vic- 
tory to  the  heavens.  The  echoes  were  meanwhile  taken 
up  by  the  artilk-ry  of  tlie  balance  of  the  army,  and  it 
seemed  to  tliose  in  tlie  rear  of  the  long  Avagon  trains,  to 
whom  the  glad  lu'ws  had  not  yet  been  communicated, 
that  the  great  battk-  which  was  to  end  tlu^  struggle  had 
commenced. 

Ere  nightfall  the  two  armies  seemed  ahiiost  as  om-. 
Picket  lilies,  it  is  irur.  still  prohibil.d  cirlicr  side  min- 
gling with  the  ."titer,  but  eo!ivers;i.r iun  wn^  iu.,liiL''<d  in 
freely  at  points  of  the  line  opposite  thi>  'J'hird   Brigade, 


\  .. 


TERMS    OF    SUKRENDER,  353 

and  bartering  for  tobacco,  sugar,  liard-tack  and  bacon 
was  carried  on  to  a  considerable  extent — the  tobacco 
being  the  only  stock  in  trade  of  the  surrendered  troops. 
Of  rations  they  had  none,  and  the  Quartermaster's  De- 
partment of  our  army  was  ordered  by  Gen.  Grant  to  fur- 
nish food  to  the  half-famishing  Rebel  soldiers. 

The  correspondence  between  Gens.  Grant  and  Lee,  in 
connection  with  the  surrender,  had  been  commenced  on 
the  7th,  when  Gen.  Grant  urged  the  hopelessness  of  con- 
tinued resistance  and  shifted  from  himself  the  responsi- 
bility for  further  bloodshed.  The  following  were  the 
final  letters  : 

Appomattox  Court  ITouse, 
Gex.  R.  E.  Lee.  ^^P"^  »• 

Commanding  C.  S.  A. 

In  accordance  with  the  subbtauce  of  my  letter  to  yon,  of  tlie 
"^th  instant,  I  propose  to  receive  the  surrender  of  the  Army  of 
N'orthcm  Virginia  on  the  following  terms,  to  wit  : 

Rolls  of  all  the  otBcers  and  men  to  be  made  in  duplicate — one 
copy  to  be  given  to  an  officer  designated  by  me.  the  other  to  he 
retained  by  such  officers  as  you  may  designate. 

The  officers  to  give  their  individual  parole  not  to  take  arms 
airain-^^t  the  United  States  until  properly  exchanged,  and  each  com- 
pany or  regimental  commander  to  sign  a  like  parole  for  the  men 
of  tlicir  commands. 

The  iirms,  artillery  and  public  property  to  be  parked  and 
^lackiMl,  and  turned  over  to  the  officers  appointed  by  me  to  re- 
ceive them.  This  wUl  not  enilirace  the  side-arms  of  tli<'  officers 
nor  their  private  horses  or  baggage. 

This  done,  each  officer  and  man  will  be  allowed  to  return  to 
I  heir  homes,  not  to  be  disturbed  by  Uiutcd  States  authority  >o 
long  as  they  observe  their  parole  and  the  laws  in  force  where  they 
may  roide.  Very  respectfully. 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Lieutenant -General. 
38 
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Headquarters  Armv  of  Northern  Virginia, 
April  9th,  1805. 
LtEUT.-GEX.  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  XJ.  S.  A. 

General  : — I  have  received  your  letter  of  this  date,  contain- 
ing the  terms  of  surrender  of  the  Army  of  ^S'orthcrn  Virginia,  as 
proposed  1iy  you.  As  they  are  substantially  the  same  as  those  ex- 
pressed in  your  letter  of  the  sth  instant,  they  are  accepted. 

I  will  proceed  to  designate  the  proper  othcers  to  carry  the  stipu- 
lations into  effect. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  Lee,  General. 

The  Fifth  Corps,  jMcKenzie's  cavah-y  and  Gen.  Gib- 
bon's corps  were  designated  to  remain  at  Appomattox 
Court  House  until  the  })aroling  of  the  surrendered  army 
was  compkted,  and  to  take  charge  of  public  property. 
The  remainder  of  tlio  Union  troops  were  ordered  to 
Burkesville. 

The  losses  of  Gen,  Lee  in  the  late  battles  and  marches 
had  been  exceedingly  heavy  in  killed  and  wounded, 
prisoners  and  stragglers,  so  that  the  actual  number  sur- 
rendered and  admitted  to  parole  was  only  26,11.5.  There 
were  also  surrendered,  159  cannon,  15,918  small  arms, 
71  colors,  about  1,100  wagons,  caissons,  &c.,  and  4,000 
horses  and  mules. 

And  here  we  cannot  do  better  than  quote  the  words 
of  an  eloquent  writer  :  * 

On  the  Union  side  there  was  joy  unmixed  and  unrestrained— 
the  joy  of  men  who  had  gone  through  great  tribulation — the  joy 
of  an  army  that,  often  uufortuiuite,  and  ever  imai^preciatcd. 
saw  at  length  unparallelrd  i;ibor>  crowned  by  illu'-irious  succ<-ss. 
On  the  Confederate  ■-ide   then/  was  a  kind  nt"  joy  loo,— such  sad 

•  Swinton. 
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joy  as  men  feel  when  a  long  agony  is  over.  *  *  *  If,  at 
length,  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  fell  before  tlie  massive 
power  of  the  North,  yet  what  vitality  had  it  shown  !  How  terrible 
had  been  the  sirii2rgle  !  How  man}-  hundreds  of  thousands  of  brave 
men  had  fallen  before  that  result  could  be  achieved  I  and  this  is  the 
glorj'  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac — that  it  brought  to  the  ground 
the  adversary  which  had  ever  heen  the  head  and  front  of  tlic  re- 
volt, and  that,  in  crushing  it.  it  quelled  the  liebellion.  For  so  de- 
cisive upon  the  issue  of  tlie  war  was  the  surrender  of  that  army, 
that  the  capitulation  of  all  the  other  Confederate  armies  followed 
as  a  corollary  therefrom,  and  the  structure  of  tlu;  Confederacy, 
losing  its  keystone,  fell  with  a  resounding  crash. 

Barlow's  division,  of  the  Second  Corps,  niarclied  the 
next  day  towards  Burkes ville,  which  it  reached  in  about 
forty-eight  hours,  when  camp  was  established.  Three 
weeks  of  cum{)arative  leisure  were  passed  here,  and  the 
Tenth  had  an  opportunity  to  recuperate  from  the  effects  of 
the  campaign  of  two  weeks  which  liad  terminated  in  such 
a  glorious  manner.  During  the  operations,  Lieut.  Risley, 
of  Company  B,  had  been  wounded  ;  that  being  the  oidy 
loss  sustained  by  the  battalion.  Its  duties  had,  of  course, 
been  constant  and  severe;  but  the  spirits  of  all  in  the  com- 
mand had  continued  at  a  high  ebb,  in  the  consciousness 
that  the  end  was  fast  approacliing.  The  country  through 
which  the  retreat  of  Lee  had  led  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac was  fair,  and  diversified  by  hills  and  valleys;  every- 
thing had  seemed  new  and  fresh,  and  had  proved  a  wel- 
come change  from  the  bare  and  sterile  plateaus  and 
thickly  wooded  forests  in  the  vicinity  of  Petersburg. 
These  surroundings  had  been  of  benefit — especially  when 
a  halt  in  tlie  ra|>id  mo\eiiients  liad  allowed  the  troops 
time  to  note  tltnu — and  luid  served  at  o«ld  moments  to 
rt-Iicve  tiie  mind  lr(»m  the  contemphition  oi  war. 

Less  than  a  week  after  going  into  camp  at  Burkes- 
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ville,  came  the  news  one  night,  like  a  thunder-clap  from 
a  cloudless  sky,  telling  of  the  assassination  of  President 
Lincoln,  The  tidings  were  published  to  the  troops  by 
circular  from  Army  Headquarters  and  the  camps  imme- 
diately assumed  an  almost  funereal  appearance.  Men 
grouped  together,  sometimes  conversing  in  whispers  and 
again  furious  in  their  denunciations  of  the  awful  crime. 
Even  as  the  news  came  scores  of  paroled  Rebel  soldiers 
were  leisurely  passing  the  camp  of  the  Tenth,  following 
the  railroad  on  the  way  to  theii-  homes,  and  it  seemed 
almost  incredible  that  he  who  had  been  foremost  in  mer- 
ciful intentions  towards  the  armed  enemies  of  the  coun- 
try, had  been  so  foully  murdered.  Yet  it  was  consistent 
that  the  abettors  of  Rebellion  should  thus  crown  their 
misdoings  by  assassinating  a  magistrate,  *'  So  conscien- 
tious that  his  heavy  responsibility  weighed  him  down  like 
a  millstone — so  pure  that  partisan  rancor  found  no  stain 
upon  the  hem  of  his  garments — so  gentle  that  'e'en  his 
failings  leaned  to  virtue's  side' — so  merciful  that,  even 
at  his  death,  he  stood  like  an  averting  angel  between  his 
enemies  and  the  Nation's  vengeance,"'  The  perpetration 
of  this  great  crime  seemed,  for  a  time,  to  completely 
overshadow  the  joyful  exuberance  of  feeling  which  ]ia<l 
been  felt  throughout  the  army  since  the  hour  of  J,ee's 
surrender. 

Our  battalion  was  in  good  discipline  and  condition 
when  orders  were  received,  directing  the  army  to  break 
camp  and  march  towards  the  Potomac,  This  last  great 
homeward  march  began  on  May  ~d,  the  Second  Corps 
leaving  its  camp  on  tlnit  ilate  :ind  taking  the  road  t(» 
Richmond, 

The  tediousness  of  the  march  to  th:it  city,  whiili  oc- 
cupied three  days,  was  greatly  relieved  by  the  novelty 
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of  everytliing  along  the  route.  The  country  was  new 
and  strange  to  our  soldiers,  and  it  was  yet  stranger  to 
notice  the  bearing  of  the  inhabitants  who  witnessed  the 
regular  and  orderly  march  of  the  long,  dark  columns 
of  Union  troops.  In  many  instances,  the  houses  along 
the  road  were  closed  and  apparently  deserted  ;  yet  bright 
eyes  could  often  be  observed,  peering  between  the  bars 
of  the  closed  shutters,  anxious  to  see  the  homeward-bound 
veterans  who  had  compelled  the  surrender  of  Richmond 
and  Lee's  army,  yet  unwilling  to  exhibit  curiosity  or  the 
slightest  desire  to  notice  the  con<iucring  lines.  The  ne- 
groes along  the  route  were  alone  exuberant  in  their  feel- 
ings and  actions  ;  they  swarmed  in  numbers  everywhere, 
evincing  a  profound  and  sometimes  ludicrous  respect  for 
their  liberators,  and  showing  great  anxiety  to  do  every- 
thing possible  to  assist  them.  At  several  points  their 
curious  antics  and  frantic  exhibitions  of  delight  atforded 
unbounded  amusement  to  the  men,  and  roars  of  laughter 
at  their  freaks  at  times  enlivened  the  march.  On  .May 
oth  the  troops  encamped  at  Manchester,  o}>))Osite  Rich- 
mond, and,  on  the  morning  of  the  Oth,  with  bands  play- 
ing and  colors  unfurled,  the  Second  Corps  crossed  the 
James  and  entered  the  late  capital  of  the  Confederacy. 

It  would  be  impossible  to  correctly  describe  the  feel- 
ings of  the  soldiers  of  the  Tenth,  as  they,  for  the  first 
lime,  viewed  the  streets  and  houses  of  Richmond.  Those 
among  them  Avho  had  bfcii  with  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac since  the  Penijisiilar  campaign,  and  had  seen  its 
many  reverses,  shared  its  victories  and  experienced  its 
hardship's,  were  bttttr  able,  ]>crli;ips,  to  appreciate 
the  surroundings,  as  ilicy  movetl  llii-ongli  tiie  city,  past 
Libby  I'rison  with  its  horrible  associations,  and  through 
the  streets  lately  paced  by  armed   Rebels.     Tiie  gray 
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unifomis  of  the  paroled  soldiers  were  numerous  through- 
out the  city,  and,  as  a  general  rule,  the  wearers  main- 
tained a  sullon  silence,  although  there  were  occasional 
exceptions  where  some  of  them  seemed,  by  their  frank 
and  cheerful  demeanor,  to  have  already  accepted  the 
situation  and  cast  off  all  serious  reflections  concerning 
the  dead  Confederacy. 

The  one  band  possessed  by  the  Third  Brigade  (that 
of  the  14th  Connecticut),  which  headed  the  command, 
commenced  its  repertoire  of  marching  airs  upon  touch- 
ing Richmond  soil,  and  the  musicians  blew  themselves 
almost  breathless  in  their  efforts  to  make  music  by  which 
the  entire  brigade  could  march.  The  Tenth  was  some 
distance  down  the  column,  where  it  was  impossible  to 
take  step  from  the  band.  Drum-Maj.  Ed.  De  Xoyelles 
withstood  the  temptation  as  long  as  his  patience  per- 
mitted, and  then,  at  a  glance  of  ac(iuiescence  from  the 
adjutant,  he  gave  the  signal,  and  the  dozen  fifes  and 
drums  of  the  battalion  burst  out  in  a  rattle  which  the 
companies  following  quickly  appreciated  and  profited 
by,  as  their  steady  step  immediately  proved.  Although 
against  brigade  orders,  the  drummers  were  not  directed 
to  cease  and  the  battalion  marched  through  Richmond 
behind  its  own  "field  music."  The  passage  of  the 
Second  Corps  through  the  city  consumed  a  great  part 
of  the  day  and  at  night  it  encamped  a  mile  or  two  north 
of  the  intrenchments. 

Upon  the  events  of  the  march  noitlnvard  which  fol- 
lowed, consuming  the  next  eleven  days,  it  is  unneces- 
sary to  dwell  at  leiiiTth.  The  route  lay  through  por- 
tions of  Virginia  familiar  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
from  the  experience  of  its  past  campaigns.  The  battle- 
fields near  Spottsylvania  were  passed,  and  the  histori- 


FREDKRICKSBURG . 


359 


cal  city  of  Fredericksburg  was  included  in  the  route. 
While  onr  brigade  was  resting  on  the  high  ground 
back  of  the  city,  and  in  the  immediate  locality  where 
French's  division  suffered  so  heavily  on  the  well-re- 
membered 13th  day  of  December,  1862,  a  diminutive 
boy,  clad  in  butternut,  offered  liis  services  to  show  the 
old  ice-house  or  hole  in  which  the  fatigue  parties  had 
buried  some  of  our  dead,  and  which  he  described  as 
being  "full  of  Yankees."  Several  soldiers  of  the  Tenth 
looked,  w-ith  feelings  akin  to  horror,  upon  the  bones 
which  were  heaped  in  the  deep  excavation,  and  it  was 
easy  to  allow  their  thoughts  to  drift  back  to  that  cold 
winter  day  when  every  foot  of  the  hill  on  which  they 
now  rested  was  SAvept  by  the  guns  of  the  enemy,  and  the 
slope  was  strewn  with  the  bodies  of  the  brave  men  of 
the  Second  Corps.  The  bleached  and  whitened  bones 
have  since  been  carefully  gathered,  and  now  rest  in  the 
beautiful  National  Cemetery  at  Fredericksburg,  Mlu-re. 
under  snow-white  headstones,  it  is  almost  impossible  ic 
picture  their  former  hasty  burial  on  the  battlefield. 

Some  of  the  marching  after  this  was  severe — much 
more  so  on  the  part  of  the  Second  Corps  than  circum- 
stances warranted  ;  but  all  were  jubilant  in  the  antici- 
pation of  the  near  future,  and  the  strict  orders  issued  by 
the  corps  commander,  forbidding  any  straggling  from 
the  column,  and  causing  the  regiments  to  keep  the  forma- 
tion of  fours,  was  obeyed  as  far  as  practicable.  Some 
bitter  invective  was  indulged  in,  however,  when  the 
column  was  compelled  to  ])ress  on  at  a  gait  which  only 
a  forced  march  in  an  active  campaiiru  sliould  have  called 
for.  One  afternoon,  particularly,  when  witliin  a  few 
miles  of  Fairfax,  the  corps  was  forced  along  under  a  hut 
sun,  and  then  through  a  driving  rain,  fording,  as  dark- 
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ness  came,  a  rapid,  swollen  stream,  in  order  to  gain  a 
certain  point  before  the  day's  march  was  ended.  Wood 
was  scarce  where  we  halted,  though  water  was  plentiful, 
and  many  of  tlie  Tenth  stood  by  the  smoking,  smoulder- 
ing fires  most  of  the  night,  endeavoring  to  dry  their 
thoroughly  soaked  clothing.  It  was  understood  after- 
wards that  the  Fifth  Corps  was  on  a  parallel  road,  and 
that  an  impromptu  race  had  been  indulged  in  by  the 
rival  commanders.  The  author  has  forgotten  which,  if 
either,  gained  the  advantage,  but  he  has  a  vivid  recol- 
lection of  the  unchristian-like  remarks  which  were  lev- 
elled at  the  heads  of  those  responsible  for  the  unneces- 
sary march,  as  well  as  of  the  amount  of  water  which  he 
poured  from  his  boots  and  wrung  from  his  overcoat. 
This,  however,  was  the  last  actual  hardship  experienced 
by  the  battalion,  and  the  bright  and  cool  morning  wliich 
broke,  after  the  night  of  comparative  misery,  dispelled 
any  ill-feeling  which  remained. 

It  was  the  middle  of  May  when  the  Second  Corps 
went  into  camp  upon  and  around  Munson's  Hill,  about 
six  miles  soutli  of  "Washington.  The  campaigning  of 
the  National  Zouaves  was  finished. 


The  grand  review  of  the  Annies  of  the  United  States 
took  place  at  Washington,  :\Iay  •2:m1  and  24th,  1SG5.  The 
Army  of  the  I'otomac  and  (.ron.  Sheridan's  cavahy  corps 
passed  in  review  on  the  lirst-nauiud  date,  followed,  on 
the  succeeding  day.  by  Gon.  Shei-nian's  troops,  consist- 
ing of  the  Armio  oi  the  Ti  iinc^sce  and  Georgia.  Evei-y 
regimt-nt,  battalion  and  battery  of  these  armies  partici- 
pated in  this  uni)aralleled  exhibition  of  the  might  and 
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grandeur  of  a  free  people's  government.  It  was  an  occa- 
sion never  before  equaled  on  this  continent  and  which 
probably  never  will  be  repeated.  Those  who  bore  a  part 
in  the  review  can  hardly  forget  it  or  cease  to  feel  a  thrill 
of  pride  at  their  participation,  and  it  must  remain  a  life- 
long memory  to  those  Avho  were  spectators. 

From  this  time  until  the  date  of  muster  out,  the  weeks 
were  passed  quietly,  with  few  events  of  importance  to 
mark  thera.  Drills  and  parades,  however,  were  insisted 
upon  in  our  own  division,  as  though  the  army  was  pre- 
paring for  new  campaigns  instead  of  awaiting  disband- 
ment. 

June  4th  an  order  was  received  from  tlie  War  De- 
partment, consolidating  the  undischarged  remnant  of  the 
8th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery  with  the  Tenth  New 
York  Veteran  Volunteers.  This  gave  the  battalion  an 
additional  number  of  13  commissioned  officers  and  386 
enlisted  men  (present  and  absent).  Four  additional 
companies  were  formed,  making  ten  in  all,  and  our  bat- 
talion became  a  regiment,  and  probably  the  largest  in 
the  division. 

The  8th  luid  experienced  heavy  losses  since  joining 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  in  May,  1864,  and,  if  the  se- 
lection had  been  made  by  the  battalion  itself,  no  braver 
command  could  liave  been  chosen  with  Mhich  to  camp 
during  the  short  term  of  duty  still  remaining,  dl.  Joel 
li.  Daker  was  among  the  officers  transferred  to  tlic  Tenth, 
and  the  muster  of  Lieut.-Col.  Hopper,  ^[aj.  WomU  an«l 
Adjt.  Cowtan  to  their  new  ranks  of  colonel,  lieutenant- 
col..>nel  and  major,  respectively,  thus  became  inq-ossiblo. 
On  June  ri.^th  the  following  order  was  |j)oniulgated 
I'V  Gvn.  Meaik-  : 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
June  28th,  18G5. 
Special  ORDER^,  No.  163. 

extract. 
Pursuant  to  telegraphic  instructions,  dated  War  Department, 
Adjutant-General's  Office,  June  22d,  18G5,  and  upon  the  certiticate 
of  the  proper  Commissaries  of  Musters  that  the  following  named 
organizations  have  complied  with  the  provisions  of  General  Order 
No.  94,  current  series,  Adjutant-GeneraFs  Office,  they  will  at  once 
be  mustered  out  of  service  aud  placed  en  route  to  the  proper  State 

rendezvous,  viz.: 
********* 

Tenth  New  York  Veteran  Volunteers,  33  commissioned  officers 
and  815  enlisted  men,  to  Hart's  Island,  New  York  Harbor.* 
The  Quartermaster  will  furnish  the  necessary  transportation. 
By  command  of 

•Maj.-Gex.  :Meade. 

[Signed,]  George  D.  Ruggles, 

A.  A.  General. 

In  pursuance  of  this  order  the  Tenth  %vas  mustered 
out  on  tlic  OOth,  breaking  camp  on  tlie  same  day,  and 
amid  the  cheers  of  the  remaining  regiments  of  the  brave 
old  "Ironsides"  bricrade,  marched  out  and  took  the  road 
towards  Washington.  The  ])arting  from  the  veteran 
regiments  with  which  we  had  so  long  fought  and  bivou- 
acked was  tinged  with  sadness,  and  many  hearty  fare- 
wells and  wishes  to  meet  thereafter  were  e.vchanged. 
The  regiment  marched  through  Washington,  with  drums 
beating  and  colors  ilying  and  at  night  was  settled  in 
comparatively  comfortable  cars  on  the  way  to  northern 
homes. 

Trains  carrvinu;  soldiers  northward  were  at  this  time 


•  This  was  the  total  strength  of  the  coinm.ind  present  .xrA  alsent.     Probabi; 
about  one-half  of  this  number  were  jirosent  for  July. 
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•'  accommodation  "  in  the  broadest  sense,  and  what  with 
switching  off  wherever  a  switch  coukl  be  found,  lying  for 
hours  awaiting  numberless  reguUir  trains  aiid  reversing 
the  engine  occasionally  for  a  run  backward  a  mile  or  so 
on  a  side-track,  it  was  late  at  night  of  July  1st  when  the 
regiment  arrived  in  New  York  city.  Col.  Yarian,  com- 
manding the  Sth  Regiment  of  Militia,  had,  in  a  soldierly 
letter  to  Lieut.-Col.  Hopper,  offered  his  regiment  as  an 
escort  upon  arrival ;  but  the  lateness  of  the  hour  pre- 
vented the  assembling  of  that  command.  Col.  Yincent 
Collyer,  however,  who  had  charge  of  the  reception  of 
returning  regiments,  met  the  Tenth  with  Robertson's 
band,  and,  under  command  of  Lieut.-Col.  Hopper,  and 
headed  by  a  large  party  of  friends,  the  veterans  marched 
up  Broadway  and  through  Grand  Street  to  the  armory 
of  the  Eighth  Regiment,  where  a  bountiful  repast  was 
spread.  Resolutions  of  thanks  Avere  subsequently  voted 
to  Col.  Collyer,  by  the  oflicers,  for  his  generous  enter- 
tainment of,  and  attention  to  the  regiment. 

Until  July  3d  the  Tenth  was  furnished  with  subsist- 
ence and  quarters  in  the  city,  and,  on  the  afternoon  of 
that  day,  it  made  a  iinal  parade  down  Broadway,  with 
the  torn  and  blood-stained  banner  which  it  had  borne 
through  the  Wilderness  campaign,  as  well  as  the  colors 
which  it  brought  home.  Steamer  was  taken  to  Hart's 
Island,  and  there  the  command  delivered  up  its  arms 
and  accoutrements,  received  its  tinal  pay,  and  the  mem- 
bers dispersed  to  their  homes. 

Of  the  otllcers  who  iield  commissions  in  the  regiment 
at  its  organization  in  18*)!,  Lieut.-Col.  Hopper  alune  re- 
mained during  tin-  entire  term  of  service  of  the  regi- 
ment. Three  other  returning  otKcers,  who  had  been 
promoted  from  the  ranks,  were  also  with  the  command. 
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in 


various  positions,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end. 
These  were  Bvt.-:Maj.  Russell,  Capt.  Field,  and  Bvt.- 
Capt.  and  Adjt.  Cowtan. 

By  General  Order  Xo.  10,  Headquarters  Array  of 
the  Potomac,  dated  March  10th,  1S65,  the  Tenth  New 
York  Volunteers  was  authorized  to  bear  upon  its  colors 
the  names  of  the  following  battles  and  operations  in 
which  it  had  borne  a  meritorious  part,  viz.  : 

Norfolk,  Mine  Run, 

Gaines"  Mill,  Wh^derness, 

White  Oak  Swamp,  Spottsyi,vama, 

Malvern  Hill,  North  Anna, 

Second  Bull  Uvy,  Tolopotomot, 

Antietam,  Cold  Harbor, 

Fredekicksuurg,  Petersburg, 

Chancellorsvili^,  Strawberry  Plvins, 

Gettysburg,  Deep  Bottom, 

Bristoe  Station,  Ream's  Station, 
BoYDTON  Road, 

to  which  list  can  also  be  added  : 

Hatcher's  Run  and  The  Surrender  of  Lee. 


Thus  the  '•  National  Zouaves"  disappeared  from  the 
scene — its  nu-uil>ers  quietly  resuming  tiieir  various  posi- 
tions in  civil  life.  Four  years  and  two  months  had 
elapsed  between  the  drum-beat  which  called  the  regiment 
TO  arms  and  its  linal  disbandment  and  absorption  into 
tlie  mazes  uf  business  and  ]'e;iceful  citi/tti.<liip.  Thi> 
period  had  been  repkle  vvitii  :>tiiTiiig  e\  iiit-.  The  Re- 
public of  tlie  "Western  C'oiulnent  had  evidence.]  a  vital- 
ity which  liad  astounded  the  older  nations  of  the  world 
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and,  in  addition  to  exhibiting  unequalled  strength  and 
resources,  it  had  burst  the  fetters  of  millions  of  slaves 
and  stood  radiant  in  power,  prestige  and  the  conscious- 
ness that  the  crime  of  Slavery,  which  had  so  long  blotted 
its  banner,  had  been  partly  atoned  for. 

Years  have  passed  since  the  battles,  marches  and  pri- 
vations recorded  in  these  pages  -were  fresh  in  the  minds 
of  the  people,  and  time's  softening  intluences  have  toned 
down  the  excesses  of  the  war  and  brought  the  heroism 
of  the  defenders  of  their  country  into  relief.  Although 
volumes  such  as  this  may  assist  in  recording  the  deeds  of 
brave  men,  each  soldier  of  the  Republic  has  an  unwrit- 
ten history  of  his  own.  He  has  experienced  that  Avhich 
neither  time  nor  events  can  ever  efface.  In  his  mind 
ever  exists  the  memory  of  the  cause  for  which  he  per- 
illed life  and  of  the  flag  which  he  followed  in  heat  and 
cold,  through  trackless  forests  —  even  to  the  jaws  of 
death.  Unwelcome  dreams  come  at  night,  of  horrible 
days  spent  in  hostile  prisons  :  and  locks  prematurely 
gray  tell  of  the  unnaturally  heavy  drain  upon  youthful 
energies.  The  luemory  of  the  pa^t  is  ever  present  to  the 
veteran,  though  at  times  the  note  of  a  bugle  or  a  fa- 
miliar drum-ta}»  will  marshal  a  host  of  old-tinu-  recollec- 
tions and  render  more  vivid  the  battles  and  privations 
which  must,  to  him,  remain  a  lifetime  storv. 
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THE  TWO -YEARS   REGIMENT. 


LIST  OF  AVOUXDED. 

This  list  is  complete  as  to  battle  of  Fredericksburg  only  :  but  the  looses  in 
Company  A  are  fully  given,  a  record  having  been  preserved  by  one  ol' 
its  origin;il  members. 


Col.  John  E.  Beudix Fredericksbur;,',  Dec.  13  62. 


COMP 

Capt.  Thomas  Wilder..  .. 

First-Lieut.  Goo.  F.  Tait 

First-Serin.  Wm.  A.  ]\IacXulty. 

Corp.  Charles  B.  Shedd   . 

"     James  Murphy  .... 

"      Timothy  Carroll.  .  . 

Private  Wm.  II.  Ilackett.. 

■*        Edward  La\v>on. .  . 

•'        James  M(  Dowell.  . 

Thomas  Miiler 

Edwin  II.  Sprague. 
'*        Laurence  J.  Stiapp 

•'        George  Ward 

"        James  Murphy  .... 

P.A.Martin" 

Timothy  Martin.  .  . 
Hermann   Cantor.  . 

William  Hal! 

W.  A.  B.  Johnston. 
Thomas  J.  Carey  .  . 
Charl.'sF.  Pla-t'... 
Robert  £.  CuMii!.  .  . 
24  'MO 


?lSY  a. 

Gaines'  ^lill,  June 
Fredericksbursi,  Do 


27  62. 

c.  10  02 


Gaines'  ^lill,  June  2 


Bull  Run,  Ati-.  GO  02. 
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Private  Frank  INIarriett Bull  Run,  Aug.  30/62. 

Alfred  F.  Safely 

"        "VVm.  E.  Rogers Accidentally,  in  camp,  June  '61. 

/Company  B. 

Capt.  R.  A.  Dimmick Bull  Run,  Aug.  30/62. 

First-Lieut.  Thomas  Culliane  ....         "  " 

Color-Sergt.  Albion  Alexander. ..  .         "  " 

Sergt.  Thomas  ^IcQuade.    . 

"      John  Pickett "  " 

Corp.  'William  Bray Gaines'  Mill,  June  27/62. 

Private  John  Colford Bull  Run,  Aug.  30/62. 

Heurj'  E.  Loveland. .  .Gaines'  Mill,  June  27/62. 
"        Cornelius  Callahan.  . . 

William  Currigan "  " 

George  Ptiying "  " 

Company  C. 
First-Lieut.  Gabriel  Cunningham. Fredericksburg,  Dec.  13  62. 

Private  Michael  DriscoU "  " 

"        Cornelius  Beeknian. .  "  " 

George  W.Bell 

''        JobGoss "  " 

J.  n.  Sullivan 

>Iartin  Henry 

Adam  Pflying Gaines'  Mill,  Juno  27/62. 

Edward  Cullcn Bull  Run,  Aug.  30,  6;!. 

CO.MPANY  E. 

Capt.  Alfred  Chambtrlain.  .Frederlck.sburg.  Dec.  13  62. 

Scc'd-Lieut.  James  R.  Smith Gaines'  Mill.  June  27  62. 

Sergt.  John  H.  >[urray Fredericksburg,  Dec.  13  62. 

Corp.  Ednumd  Teel liull  Run,  Aug.  30/62. 

Private  Ilendrick   Brown 

John  tJilroy 

Georgi-  ^\'.  Merritt.  .  .  Fredericksburg,  Dec.  13,  62. 
"        P.  Fit/.lmnu)ns "  " 
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Company  F. 
First-Lieut.  Thomas  D.  ^[osi^crop.Biill  Run,  Aug.  30/(32. 

Sergt.  Oliver  WiII«3ts Fredericksburg,  Dec.  13/62. 

Corp.  Harvey  B.  Goble "  " 

'•      William  J.  Chin Gaines'  Mill.  June  27/62. 

"     Edward  A.  Dubey. . .  P,n]l  Run,  Aug.  30,  62  (twice). 

Private  James  Langslail Fredericksburg,  Dec.  13  62. 

Joseph  Richards "  " 

John  T.  ]\rcCorniick  .  '•  " 

John  McCormick "  " 

William  Parry "  " 

William  C.  Baker....  "  « 

Co.\IPANT   G. 

Capt.  Joseph  Newburgh  . ..  Fredericksburg,  Dec.  13  62. 
Sergt.  Chas.  T.  Lockwood.  .Gaines'  Mill,  June  27/62  (taken 
prisoner). 
George  W.  Halstead.  .Frcderiekshurg,  Dec.  13  62. 

Corp.  John  B.  Adatte Bull  Run,  Aug.  30  62. 

"     William  Wheeler Fredericksburg,  Dec.  13  62.  ' 

"      Anthony  Crouter  ....  " 

Private  Christopher  Casey  . . 

"        Ma.\  De  Ciraw "  " 

"        Franz  Bourhenne. ..  .  "  " 

Robert  A.  Reed 

"         Charles  Jones ••  " 

William  Mclvec 

*'        Thomas  Owens •'  " 

John  3Iorris Bull  Run,  Aug.  30,  62. 

Co\fP.\NY   H. 

First-Lieut.  Theodore  H.  Rogers.  Fredericksburg,  Dec.  13  62. 

Private  William  Dillon 

^•"         Gerrett  Tyrrell "  <• 

Willi.im  Horaii 

CO.MP.A.NV    I. 

I'npt.  James  11.  Briggs Gaines'  Mill,  June  27/'63.      . 
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First-Lieut.  George  M.  Dewey Bull  Ruu,Aug.  80  G2  (command- 
ing Co.  A  when  wounded). 

Sergt.  Clnirles  Griffith Fredericksburg,  Dec.  1.3  62. 

Corp.  Samuel  Tteicli "  " 

"      Samuel  McDonald.  .  .Bull  Run,  Aug.  :iO  02. 

"      Thomas  Lettuce   ...  .Fredericksburg,  Dec.  13  (J2. 

Private  M.  E.  ilorton 

"        John  Conway 

Phillip  Riordur. 

C0MP.\NY  K. 

Sergt.  Thoma.s  F.  Tait Frederick.sburg,  Dec.  13  62. 

Corp.  George  Cooper Bull  Run,  Aug.  30  62. 

"      James  D.  Stevenson.  .         "  " 

"      Michael  Spellman.  ...         "  " 

Piivate  Luke  Higgins "  " 

"        John  Jeffries "  •' 

William  H.  Hook 

•'        "William  Thomp>on.  .         "  " 

"        Daniel  Flvnn Frederick.sburg,  Dec.  13  62. 


ROSTER  OF  OFFICERS. 


Colon  Ki.s. 

OATE    OF    RANK. 

W.  W.  McChcsnf  y  .  .May  l-*)/r.l .  .Resigned,  June  20  61. 

John  E.  Bendi.v Sept. 2/61  . .  Bvt.  Brig.-Gen.  U.  S.  V.—  .Mus- 
tered out  >Iay  T  63.— Died  iu 
New  York,  Oct.     ,  77. 

LiKi  TL.NA.NT  -  Colonels. 

Ale.M.  B.  Kl(l(r May  l.",,  C! .  .  Diul  in  ,\cw  York.  Oct.  31.  6i . 

John  W.  Mai>lK.li  ...Oct.  31,  61  .  .Mustered  out,  .Ma  v  7  63. 
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Majors. 

DATE    OF    RANK. 

John  W.  M:ir.<liall  . .  .May  15/til.  .Promoted  to  Lieut.-Col. 
John  Missing Got.  31/01.  .Mustered  out,  May  7/03. 

Adjutants. 
Fred.  M.  Patrick.  .  .  .May  lo^Ol.  .Promoted  to  dipt. 

A.  Frank  Osbon Oct.  ;U/01.  .Discharged,  Sept.  12/02. 

John  A.  Brady Sejit. 12/02.  .Promoted  to  Capt. 

Henry  V.  :\rartin fan.  10/0:3.  .Mustered  out,  May  7/03. 

Quartermasters 

James  Biddle :\ray  lo/OI .  .Picsigned,  Sept.  10/01. 

Aaron  Seeley  . . .  .    .  .Sept.10/01. .        "         June'15/02. 

Charles  Hill June 21/62.  .Mustered  out,  May  7/63. 

Surgeons. 

John  W.  Hunt May  lo/Ol .  .  Discliargcd.  :May  13/02. 

John  P.  P.  White. .  ..May  13/02.  .Bvt.  Licut.-Col.,'N.  Y.  V.  — Re- 
signed, March  10/03. 

Assistant  -  Surgeons. 
Frank  W.  Doolittle .  .^lay  15/01 .  .Promoted  to  Surg.,  .3th  N.  Y.  V., 

Aug.  11/02. 
Amos  E.  Van  Dusen.Oct.  18/02.  .Mustered  out.  May  10/03. 
Orasmus  Smith Vug.  17/02.  .Mustered  out.  May  7/03. 

ClIAriiAIN. 

Wm.  B.  Mattchet.  .  .Miy  1")  til.  .Not  mu-tcrod. 

Captains. 

Frank  J.  White \pr.  26/01  .  .Rosi^'ncd  to  accept  promotion, 

Oct.  11/01. 

James  Fairman Vpr.  2i;  01 .  .P. -i-ncj.  M;iy  2^  01. 

M.   \V.  Pxa-riniaii.  .  .  .Afay  J'.'  01  .  .S.pr.  ;;u  ill. 
John  W.  Munsliail  ..  .  .Vpr.  2(i,  01 .  .  I'romoted  to  .Maj. 
John  Missim; 
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DATE   OF   RANK. 

George  F.  Hopper. .  .Apr.  2G/G1 .  .Promoted  to  iMajor,  Yet.  Batt., 

10th  X.  Y.  Y.,  Apr.  26/63. 

Thomas  Skelding  .  .Oct.  28/01.  .Re-,igned,  Jan.  16/63. 

Alex.  B.  Elder Apr.  26/61 .  .Promoted  to  Lieut.-Col. 

Thomas  Cloudsley  .  .Apr.  30/61 .  .Resigned,  ^larch  21/62. 

John  H.  :Muic-r Mar. 21/62. .         "         July  9/63. 

Fred.  M.  Pairirk. .  .  .Oct.  31/61 .  .  '         July  H/62. 

Salmon  "Winchester.  .Apr.  26/61.  .Died,  Dec.  16/62,  of  wounds  re- 
ceived at  Frederick.sburg,  Ya. 

George  Jl.  Dewey. .  .Dec.  13/62.  .Transferred  to  Yet.  Batt.,  10th 
N.  Y.  Y.,  Apr.  26  63. 

Geo.  G.  Richardson.  .May  15/61.  .Resigned,  Oct.  2o/62. 

Thos.  D.  Mosscrop..Sept.30/62..Bvt.  Maj.,  N.  Y.  Y.— Resigned. 
Jan. 10/63. 

Thomas  Wildes Oct.  11  /61.  .Clustered  out.  May  6'63. 

Robert  A.  Dimniick.  .Jan.  16/62.  .Bvt.  Maj.,  ]S'.  Y.  Y.—  Mustered 
out.  May  7/63. 

Thomas  J.  Louther.  .Apr.  30/61.  .^Mustered  out,  :May  7/63. 

Charles  D.Stoi  king.  .July   'J/62..  "  "         Died  in 

New  York,  Dec.  2()  60. 
.  Mustered  out,  3[ay  7/63. — Killed 
by  accident,  near  Richmond, 
Ky.,  in  1878. 
.Mustered  out,  May  7/i')3. 
.Bvt.  Maj.,  X.  Y.  v.— Mustered 
out,  ^lay  7/63. 

John  A.  Brady Jan.  10/63.  .;Mustered  out,  May  7  iJ'S. 


Joseph  Xewburgh.  .  .Apr.  26/61, 


Alfred  Chamberlain  .Jul}    8/62. 
James  11.  Briggs Apr.  26,  61 . 


Alfred  Chamberlain 
Robert  A.  Dimniick. 
Thomas  J.  Louther. 
Thomas  Cloudsloy. . 

Jolui  II.  ^lincr 

Charles  D.  h^tockiim-. 
Thus.  D.  Mo.->crnp. 
George  JI.  Dewey  . . 


FlKST  -  LlElTKN.\NTS. 

Apr.  2(i  61.  .  Promoted  to  Capt. 


Apr.  :;i),(;i. . 
Mar.21/i;2. 
Oct.     1  t;i . 

Oct.     11;  61. 
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DATE    OF    RANK. 

Charles  Hill ..Oct.  23  61 . 

Thomas  Wildes Apr.  20,  61 . 

George  F.  Tait July    8/62. 

Harvey  Y.  Russell . .  .June  21/62 . 

Putnam  Field Feb.    4/63. 

W.  Lee  Moneghan. .  .Apr.  30/61. 

Edgar  A.  Brown Apr.  26/61 . 

Rufus  Farnswortli. . .  " 

Frank  C.  Stott 

Eugene  F.  Roberts  .  .  " 

Edward  Greenwooil .  .May  15  '61 . 
Francis  A.  Morrell  ..Sept. 13  61. 

Septimus  Carncross  .Oct.  3/61. 
Thomas  Culhane. . .  .Nov.  12  61 . 
Gabriel  Cunningham.  July  12  62. 
Norwood  A.  Halsc}  .  .July    9  62 . 

A.  A.  Schiedler Sept.30/02. 

Alphonse  Bietry Oct.  20/62, 

Theodore  II.  Ro-ers.Oct.  23/61  . 
James  M.  Smith Dec.  13/62. 


Promoted  to  Quartermaster. 
Capt. 

Capt.,Yet.  Bat. 10th 
N.  Y.  v..  Apr.  26  63. 
.Transferred  to  Vet.  Batt.  10th 

X.  Y.  v.,  Apr.  26  63. 
.Promoted  to  Capt.,Vet.  Bat.  10th 

N.  Y.  Y.,  Apr.  26/03. 
.Resigned,  July  12,62. 
"    •     Oct.  3/01. 
Oct.  4  61. 
Xov.  20/61. 
Dec.  19/61. 
Sept.  13/61. 
•  Died,  Feb.  4/63,  of  wounds  re- 
ceived at  Fredericksburg,  Va. 
■  Promoted  to  Capt.  and  A.  D.  C. 
.Mustered  out.  :M:iy  7/63. 

.Bvt.  Capt.,  X.  Y.  v.— Mustereil 

out,  3Iay  7  iS'S. 
,Xot  mustered  as  Fii-st-Eieut. 
.]\Iustered  out.  :Mav  7  63. 


Second  -  Lieutenants. 


George  F.  Tail Sept.lt;  61 . 

Putnam  Field July    8/62  . 

Thomas  Culhane  .  .  .  .Apr.  26  61 . 

W.  Lee  ^[oneglian . . . 

Gabriel  Cunningliam.  Apr.  30  01  . 

James  M.  Smith July  12  '62. 

John   11.  Miner Vpr.  2':  (11  . 

X.  A  Ilalxy Sept  20  6!. 

Thos.  D.  M(.s>cr()p..Apr.26  01. 
Charles  Hill 


Promoted  to  First-Lieu; 
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DATE   OF    RANK. 

H.Y.Russell Oct.  2;?/61. 

Theodore  11.  Rogers.  Apr.  2G/<il. 
George  M.  Uewcy.  .  .  " 

John  A.  Brady Mar.  21,  Oi. 

Charles  D.  Stocking . .  Oct.  11/61 . 

Henry  V.  ^lartiu Sept.;30/02. 

James  M.  Yardley.  .  .  Juiie21/()2. 

Josiah  Hedden Tuly  lo  G2. 

Charles  W.  Cow  tan. .  Feb.    4,  G:J. 

W.  H.  H.  Wilcox.  .  .  .  Dec.    3  02 . 

Oscar  F.  Angfll Dec.  13/G2. 


James  C.  Jones 

Henry  A.  Spencer  .  . 

Volney  Wright 

Fred.  "c.  Hamilton.  . 

Daniel  Finley 

James  R.  Smith  .  .  . 
Leonard  >[.  Beruen. 


Apr.  2(5 '61. 

N'ov.12'01. 

Apr.  ;W61. 
,.Iidy  I)  ■62. 
.  Apr.  26  '61 , 
..Vusr.20  61 
Oct.     4()l. 


A.  A.  Scheidler Oct.  2:5  61  , 

Edwin  A.  Wilco.v  .    .  May  If,  61 

De  Witt  Clinton .\ov.    1  61 

John  Higgin-^ Sept. 17  (i2, 

James  Whitelaw  ....  Dec.  13  02 

James  L.  Borland  ...Dec.    '>  6.2, 

John  H.  Murniy  ...   Jan.  li>  63, 

Wm.  H.  John.son.  .  .  .Sept. 12  62 


.Promoted  to  First-Lieut. 


Adjt. 

First-Lieut. 
Ad.it. 
.  Ivilled   at  Fredericksburg.  Va.. 

Dec.  13/03. 
.Killed  at  Bull  Run,  Aug.  30/62. 
.Promoted   to  Adjt.,  Vet.  Batt. 

10th  X.  Y.  v.,  Apr.  20/63. 
.Promoted  to  Q.  :M.,  Vet.  Batt. 

10th  N.  Y.  v.,  Apr.  20/63. 
.Promoted   to  F'i.rst-Lieut.,  Vet. 
Batt.  10th  X.Y.V.,  Apr.26  63. 
.Re.-^igned,  Sept.  16/61. 
July  7/62. 
Aug.  1/01. 
Dec.  5/62. 
Aug.  2t»/01. 
Dec.  1/(52. 
.Transferred  to  Signal  Corps.— 

Discharged  May  7  (33. 
.Rc-i-ned.  Oct.  20/02. 
Nov.  21/01. 
.  Pidmnted  to  Capt.  and  A.  D.  C 
.Mustered  out.  May  7  03. 
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OFFICERS  AND  ENLISTED  MEN 

BORNK     OX    THK     RoLLS     AT    THE     MuSTER-OlT 


Field  and  Staff. 
Colonel  John  E.  Bendix. 
Lieut.-Col.  .Tolm  W.  Marshall.  Adjt.  Heniy  V.  3r:\rtin. 

Miij.  John  Missing.  Q.  M.  Charles  Hill. 

Sursr.  Brower  Gesner.  Asst.-Surg.  Orasmus  Smith. 

NoN-coirMissioNED  Staff. 

Sergt.-!Ma].  Edward  Lusscy. 
Com.-Sergt.  David  L.  Farrington.      Ilosp.-Stew.  Monis  Dcitch. 
Wag.-Mr.  Thomas  Quinn.  Frin.-Miis'n  Smith  Sanderson. 


COMP.XNV 


Capt.  Wihles  Thoma-^. 
Ist-Sergt.  MacNnlty,  AVm.  A. 
Sergt.  Carey,  Tliomas  <1. 
"       Johnston,  Wm.  A.  B. 
"      Tagg,  William  II. 
Corp.  Shedd,  Chas.  B. 
Wircn,  John  B. 
"      Harding,  William  K. 
"      Gsell,  Charles. 
'*      Steinhauer,  Joiin. 
Musician  Bannon,  John. 
Cotter,  Michael. 
Private  Bleakley,  William  P. 
"       Crau».  William  il. 
"       Chambers,  William. 
••       Coltin.  Uol.crt  K. 
Curry,  Lawrence. 
Driguet,  .Vlphon-e. 
Farrell,  Christopher  J. 


A. 

ivate 


Fitzhiigh,  Augustus  P. 
Farquhar,  Charles. 
Gaynor,  Thomas. 
Herbert,  Andrew  J. 
nimrod,  John  D. 
Ilowland,  Jeremiah. 
Ludwig.  Charles  H. 
[Marriett,  Frank. 
Martin,  John. 
Murphy.  James. 
Murray,  James. 
I'inney,  William  .V. 
Rogers,  William  E. 
Rogers,  ])oardinan  11. 
Ritchie.  Valentine. 
Ward.  (;e..r-e. 
Yerbury,  Alfred  <;. 
tie  Zeerie<ler,  E.lward. 
Gorman.  Samiiel. 
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Company  B. 


Capt 

Ist-Lieut 

2d-Lieut 

Ist-Sergt, 

Serfrt. 


Coi-p. 


Musiciiin 
Private 


Dimmick.  Robert  A. 
Culhane,  Tlionias. 
Whitelaw,  Jamt-s. 
Wall,  Thomas. 
Ta\ior,  Jamts  E. 
Pettit,  Charles  II. 
Steven.*,  Charles. 
Laisdeli,  Kobcrt. 
Tisseraiul,  Juliii<^. 
Carey,  Charles. 
Opendyke,  Henry. 
Salles,  Frank. 
Merritt,  Abraham. 
Knipe,  Thomas. 
Agan,  Charles. 
Bertelow,  Augu.st. 
Burkhard,  Daniel. 
Burns,  :Mirhacl. 
Byrnes,  Jonathan  W. 
Cochran,  John. 
Collins,  James. 
Colford,  John. 
Conklin,  Charles. 
Denise,  Ira  C. 
Dillen,  Henry. 
Freeland,  Lawrence. 


Private  Hall,  James  B. 
•'       Hazel,  Patrick. 
"      Halliday,  James. 
"      Herriman,  Alpheus. 
"      Johnston,  John. 
"      King,  George. 
•'      Loveland.  Henry  E. 

Lowrey,  Cornelias  D. 

McCarthy.  John. 
"       McDougall,  Daniel. 
"       Marston,  Thomas. 

Matthews,  Charles. 

Newman,  Philip. 
'•       O'Brien,  John. 
•'      Pitts,  Philip. 

Ryan,  ]Mathew. 

Ray,  John. 

Smj'th,  James. 

Sweeney,  Patrick. 

Tice,  Geoi-ge  S. 
"      Tole,  Jerome. 
"      Yanderbilt.  William 

Yanbenschoten,  Ja>. 
"       Warren,  Isaac. 
•'       Wright,  John  W. 
•'      Pfeister,  Alphonse. 


Company  C. 

Capt.  Louther.  Thomas  J 

Ist-Lieut.  Cnnniimhrim,  ( 

•,'d-Lieut.  Hi-iriii>.  John. 

Ist-Sergt.  Wri-hi,  William. 

Sergt.  Mc(m1I,  Ilu-h. 

••       J>rad<iy,  JmIhi. 

Eastbuiri.  Tlioma 
"       KeniH  dy,  John  \\ 
Corp.  Lawkr,  Edward. 


tbriel. 


Corp.  Fitzgerald,  WilHam. 
•'      .Marsh,  Moses. 
"      Quinn,  Kicliard. 

Montgomery,  Jas.  A. 
•'      Real,  John. 
•'      Ileinricii,  .Mail in. 
.^Iu-itia!i  Fit/.nerald,  Edward-. 
Private  Beekman,  Ci)rneiius. 
"      Benson,  John. 
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Private  Bell,  John  A. 
Brudie,  Henry. 
Brady,  James  W. 
Carr,  Edward. 
Dolan,  Jame>. 
Enni.s,  Josepli. 
Fogarty,  George. 
Furuival.  James. 
Goss.  Job  G. 
Groll,  Heinricli. 
Heiurich,  George. 
Heery,  Charles. 
Hamer,  Walker. 
Jansen,  Charles. 
Lederer,  Charles. 
Lawler  \Villiani. 
Metzgar,  Philip. 
McManus,  Patrick. 


Private  ^Lansfield,  Patrick. 

"  ^IcCarthy,  Thomas. 

"  Marsh,  William  H. 

"  Jlead,  .John. 

"  Mahon,  ^lichael. 

•'  Myrtle,  Frederick. 

"  Nelson,  Hugh  C. 

"  Newcomb,  George  W 

"  O'Connor,  Marks. 

'*  Pflying,  John. 

"  Quinn.  John. 

"  Ruby,  Peter. 

"  Sellick,  Ferdinand. 

•»  Sullivan,  Jeremiah. 

"  Statts,  Henry. 

"  Weihe,  William. 

"  Wallace,  Geortre  W. 


Capt.  Stocking,  Charles  D. 
Ist-Lieut.  Halsey,  Norwood  A. 
Ist-Sergt.  Donnelly,  John  C. 
Sergt.  Murphy,  John  J. 

"       Farnsworth.  John  E. 
Corp.  White,  Fndeii.k. 
Howe,  Aaron  15. 
"      CaldWfll.  Henry. 
"      Humpinvy,  David. 
"      Goetze,  Peter. 
Musician  Grady,  .Tames. 
Private    Ash,  Thomas. 

"       Blow,  William  II. 
"       Brady,  Michael  J. 
'•       Butler,  Jolm  C. 
"       Brady.  Edward. 
"       Chalelicr,  Francis. 
"      Collin.s,  Thonuis. 


COMPA>-Y   D. 

Private 


Drew,  Samuel. 
Fariey,  Philip. 
Forbes,  James  A. 
Gleason,  Thomas. 
Golden,  Peulun. 
Gibbs,  George  E. 
Hartman,  Josepii  A. 
Hermann,  John. 
Hennigan,  ^lichael. 
Hackett,  Thomas. 
Haulon,  .Tames. 
Libourveavi,  Daniel. 
Marsey,  Warren. 
Murray,  Jolm  C. 
Mulvaney,  i-'raiici-. 
!Mo<-crop.  Tliomas  W 
Moore,  William. 
McVickar,  John. 
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Private  ^Mc^Iurray,  Wm.  II. 
McGivney,  3[;itliew. 
]y[cNally,  Anthony. 
Newman,  Francis. 
Pollock,  Robert. 
Tilman,  William. 


Private  Scanlon,  George. 
"       Shonghnes.-fey,  Thos. 
"       Steele,  John  M. 
Tehan,  John. 
Thomas,  Michael. 


COMPAXY 

Capt.  Chamberlain,  Alfred.       Pi 
2d-Lieut.  Borland,  James  L. 
Ist-Sergt.  Hnnter,  Charles. 
Sergt.  3It;Q"oid,  Alexander. 
Cox,  Christopher. 
Johnston,  David. 
'•       Mayell,  Henry. 
Coip.  Reynolds,  George. 
"      Bettridge.  Thomas. 
"      Smith,  George  W. 
"      Fallon,  Michael. 
'•      Lucas,  James. 

Elston,  Frederick. 
Teei,  Edmimd. 
Musician  Sparks,  John. 
Private  Bills,  En>l.>y. 

"       Brown,  llendrick. 
Barrett,  Christopher. 
Chace,  Je>se  W. 
Chmcy,  Thoma-. 
•'      Clarke,  John. 
"       Donohue,  John. 
"■       Egan,  Patrick. 
Flattery,  John. 
<jilroy,  John. 
Ivillian,  Patrick. 


ivate  Kelly,  Thomas. 
"  Leffert.s  John. 
"       Lynch,  James. 

Lynch,  Christopher. 
"      Miller,  Juhu. 

Maloy,  James. 
'•       Mann,  William. 

Merritt,  George  W. 
'•       Maurice,  William  H. 
"       Mullen.  Hugh. 

^lullen,  James. 

M'-Gregor,  Alexander. 
'•       Nichols,  Waller. 
'■       Xorman,  Theodore. 

Hadican,  James. 
-       Riley,  Hugh. 

Robertson,  Alexander, 

Ro<shan,  Robert. 

Ryan,  ^lichael. 

Ttxido,  Jo.^epli  Y. 

Welch,  John. 

(Torman,  William  H. 

(jornian,  Joseph. 
'•       Tully,  James  H. 

Henry,  John. 
'•       Burns,  James. 


Co.MTANV   F. 
Capt.Bi-.ly,  Joiui  A.  Sergt. 

Ist-F.ieut.  Bicuy.  .U|>liome. 
Ist-Scrgt.  Warren,  William. 


.lame-on,  Alt  xand 
Willetts,  Oliver. 
Canfield,  John. 


/I    .  .    y     ..X) 
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Sergt.  Chinii,  William  J. 
Corp.  Goble,  Harvey  B. 
"      Pliggins,  James. 
•'      McDonald,  Peter. 
"      McKeever,  James.' 
"      Bunting,  Tiniotliy. 
"      Bannou,  William. 
Private  Buchanan.  Areliihaia. 

BassfonI,  Saml.  A.  Jr. 
•'      Baker,  William  C. 
•'       Brophy,  James. 
••      Cahill,"  Luk<-  J. 
•'       Collins,  William. 
"      Clavell,  Adolph  F. 
•'       Curtis,  Samuel. 
•'       Cusick,  George. 
■'      Day,  Richard. 
•'       Dolan,  John. 
•'      Dolan,  Peter. 
"       Denipscy,  Frauds. 
•'       Ennis,  James,  Jr. 
•'       Fitzgerald,  Peter. 
"       Friol,  James. 
•'      Friel,  John. 

FaiTell,  John. 


Private  Godfrey,  Charles  II. 
"       Plarrington,  Jolin. 
"       Hardenbrook,  Abel. 
"       Hannegan,  James. 
"       Ilandley,  Henry  C. 
•'       Hines,  Joseph. 
•'       Higgiii.s,  Richard. 

Lanagan,  Stephen. 

Langstaff,  James. 
•'       3IcCabe,  Edward. 

McMahon,  John. 
"       ^IcFarlan,  Joseph. 

McGinty,  Edward  J. 
■'      Murray,  Micliael. 

Murphy.  Jeremiah. 

Pittman.  Thomas  J. 

Raney,  Charles. 
•'       Richards.  James. 
•'       Ricliards,  Joseph. 
"       Rickard.  Prter. 

Smith,  T^'atiick. 
•'       Skelly,  Palrirk. 
••       Taylor,  ArchibahL 
•'       Yates.  James. 
•      York,  John  II. 


Capt.  Ncwburgh,  Joseph. 
Ist-Sergt.  Chase,  Edwai  d  P. 
Sergt.  Lockwood,  Cliarl.  -.  T 

"       Arseue,  Constant. 
Corp.  Crouter,  AntlKmy. 
Bodeu,  llaniilic.n  .1. 
"      Vanncse,  Felix. 
••      Adattc.  J.-ha  H. 
"       Balfe.  J:.mr>, 
Mii.sician  Kel.^ey.  (Near  A. 
Private  Allen,  Dauiel  F. 


COMP.VNY    G. 

Private 


Aliel.  John, 
ikll.  David. 
Beadle,  Urin. 
Jkniriieiine.  Fran/. 
Hrown,  William  W 
Burns,  ,Miehat  1. 
Burkitt,  Thuma.-^. 
Burkr.  Patrick. 
Barry.  (Jarrelt. 
Blal/,  Josepli. 
Bnivy,  J(»hn. 
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Private  Chase,  John  B. 
"       Colwell,  Warren. 
"      Crawford,  Robert. 

Conners,  Lawrence. 
••  -     Creagle,  Jacob. 

Degraw,  3Iax. 

Eck,  Henry. 

Fuller,  Joseph. 
'•      Flanagan,  John  C. 

Gurren,  Patrick. 

Hodgkins,  John. 
"      Haag,  Jacob. 

Hanlon,  Michael. 
•'      Hays,  William. 
"       Henry,  Aaron. 
'■      Jackson,  Robert. 

Kennedy,  James. 

Langdon,  Peter. 

Lonir,  Peter. 


Private  Lotion,  Cornelius. 
"      Morris,  John. 

Murphy,  Francis. 

McKee,  William. 
*    "      Owens,  Thomas. 

O'Brien,  Timothy. 
"      Reed,  Robert  A. 
"      Reilly,  James. 

Schaffer,  John. 

Smith,  David. 

Sheridan,  Edward. 
"      Smith,  William  W. 

Trigge,  Richard. 
"      Tooker,  Gideon  L. 
"      Tooker.  Cyrus  T. 
"       Wade,  George. 

Westcotl,  Walter. 
"  Warden,  Charles. 
"      Wevmouth,  Wm.  H. 


Ist-Lieut.  Rogers.  Theodore  H 
2d-Lieut.  .Murray,  John  H. 
Sergt.  Peek,  John  V.  W. 
"      Williamson.  James. 

Bartlett,  Henry. 
'•      Wallace,  James. 
'•      Birdsell,  Stephen. 
Corp.  O'SuUivan,  James. 
"      Shollze,  Adolph. 
"      Holding,  Thomas. 
"      Kane,  Daniel. 
"      Blomer.  Jame-;. 

Hollywood,  Joseph 
"      Band.  Hugh. 
Musicirin  RotY,  H<nry  C. 
Private  Atkiiw.  J.-unos. 

Brown,  Edwaril. 


Com  1' AMY  H. 

Private 


Blake.  George  J. 
Betts,  Joseph. 
Bet  Is,  George. 
Connolly,  James. 
Carrick,  William. 
Crotty,  Daniel. 
Castignac,  Louis. 
Cohen,  L-^aac. 
Davenport.  Abram. 
DaueMhauer.  Freder'k. 
Demand.  Francis. 
H:.gan.  Jolm  J. 
Flood.  Thomas. 
Fitz-crald.  Mi<l.:i.l, 
Grcgston,  \\'illi:nn  H. 
«;ross,  Mattliew  \V.  H. 
Herbit,  William  F. 
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Private  Horan,  William. 

Hayes,  Benjamin  E. 
Haggerty,  Otis. 
Morgan,  .Jeremiah. 
Johnson,  .John. 
Lever,  Edward. 
McAvoy,  Daniel. 
'•      McCann,  Peter. 
Mettan,  George. 
Matthews,  "William  H. 
"      McCaffrey,  :Mathew. 


Private  Palmer,  Alfred. 

Pickett,  Patrick  II. 
"       Ridden,  Hugh. 

Ryan,  John. 

Reverett,  John  E. 

Stother.?,  Hampton. 

Stratton,  "William  H. 

Sjdvester,  Isaac. 

Shelly,  Michael. 
"      Terrell,  Garrett  L. 

Galvin,  James. 


COMP.\NT   I. 


Capt.  Briggs,  Ja."?.  H. 
Ist-Licut.  Smith,  James  M. 
2d-Lieut.  Johnson,  William  H. 
Ist-Sergt.  Griffith,  Charles  A. 
Sergt.  SprouUs,  William. 
"       Briggs,  Harrison. 
Pettit,  George  W. 
Corp.  Reich,  Samuel. 
"      Thomas,  William  H. 
Musician  Maloney,  William. 
Private  Belkuow.  Lewis. 
"      Brown,  George  W. 
"      Conway,  John. 
Corliit,  Patrick. 
Cooper,  William. 
Devauey,  Michael. 
Dockcry,  Thomas. 
"       Early,  Micha  ■!. 
"       Edmonds,  William  F 
"       Ferre,  Edward. 
"       Clancv.  John. 


Private  Finnin,  James  B. 

Garland,  Henry. 

Hurd,  John. 

Haggerty,  Richard. 

Keegan,  ]\Iichael. 
"      Kelly,  Edward. 
"       Lynch,  William  H.  1 

Lynch,  John. 
"      ^McClatchey,  John. 

Montgomery,  Thom; 

Mathews,  (xeorge. 
"       Prestly.  William  W. 

Riordan,  Patrick. 
'•       Russell,  George  \V. 

Stone,  P^rederick. 

Smith,  Georice  W. 

Whitney,  Thomas. 

Whitwell,  George. 

SeilTord,  Charles. 

Moran,  Edward. 


C<)Mr.\N"Y  K. 

Isr-Sergt.  Cotfey,  Pct,-r.  Sergt.  Donnelly.  JmIhi  C,  .Ii 

Sergt.  We^tlakc.  \V:nUn-.  "       Albcrt.-=on,  H.Miry  C. 

Hurley,  Daniel.  Corp.  Stevenson,  James  D. 
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Corp.  Branan,  David  M. 
"      Troughton,  Josfph. 
"      Tbomasi,  Charles. 
•'      Harkins,  James. 
"      Murray,  Laurence. 
Musician  Keilly,  Patrick. 
Private  Black,  Edward. 
"      Buekbee,  John. 
"      Brierton,  John. 
"      Curran,  Philip. 
"       Coppers,  Frederick. 

Clarke,  Patrick. 
*'       Condon,  Thomas. 
"      Chevalier,  Alfred. 
"      Donnelly,  John,  Sr. 
"      Donnell,  John. 
"      Finnegan,  Owen. 
"      Finnan,  Thomas. 


Private  Flynn,  Daniel. 

Foster,  William. 
•'       Ilannigan,  Patrick. 
"      Higgins,  Luke. 
•'      Ilanbury,  John. 
"       Jeffries.  John. 
"       Mcilillan,  Jame>. 
"      ilcCluskey,  Edward. 
"      McLean,  James. 
"       ]Maitin,  Patrick. 
•'      Eyan,  John. 

Rubell,  Joseph. 
••  Riley,  Michael. 
"  Shafflin,  Peter. 
"  Walsh,  Patrick. 
•'  Watson,  John. 
•'      Hook,  William  II. 


DEATHS,   :MISSIXG   IN   ACTION,   DISCHARGES 
AND  TRANSFERS  A:\I0NG  ENLISTED  MEN. 


Non-commissioned  Stakk. 
Musician  Phillips,  Mauser  U.. Died  in  hospital,  Aug.  I  'J2. 


Di^chargcfi. 
Q.-M.Sergt.  Allen,  TI<>inv  C.  .  .For  di>;.hility,  about  Doc.  1   lil. 
Chapiiiaii.  .I<i-.  11.  .         ••  Aug.  :{  (i"2. 

Ban.l-.Mr.  liuiileiii.  Ji.liu  15.  .Mu>trrcd  out.  Aug.  S  (>'2. 
Prin.-Mus.  Browninu%  Jus.  ... 


/■-;:  (L/.L 
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^Musician  Barringer,  Amasa. Clustered  out,  Aug.  8/62. 
"        Moses,  Solon  ^Y. . .  "  " 

Forbes,  Alex "  " 

"        Reynolds,  Fern'e  .  "  " 

"        Yates,  T.  Vernon  .  "  "  . 

"        Mundy,  Wm.  F.. .  "  " 

Hosp.-Ste-w.  Taylor,  Clark  U.  .For  disability,  Jan.  20  63. 

Tran-iferrcd. 

Serg:t.-Maj.  Brady.  John  A Promotetl*to  2d-Lieut.,  Mar.  2,  62. 

Com.-Sergt.  Wilco.x,  ^V.  H.  li..  "         Sergt.-Maj.,  :Jar.2(3,  62, 

to  2d-Lieut.,  Dec.  4  02. 

*'  Smith,  James  31..  .Promoted  to  2d-Lieut.,  July  12/62. 

Cowtan,  Clias  W..  "  "  Feb.  23/63. 

Q.-M.-Sergt.  McCalTery.  Danl  .To Vet.Bat.lOthX.Y.V..  Ap.26/63. 

Ilaggerty,  Otis  . .  .Returned  to  Co.  11,  April  HI  62. 

Musician  Vanume,  Felix  .  .  .To  Co.  G.  pcrG.O..  A.P.,  Aug.4  62. 


Flannagan,  J.  C.  . 

"       G, 

Fellnagle,  Wm.... 

"      D, 

Conklin,  Chas.  S.  . 

"      B, 

Goetze,  Peter 

"       D, 

Wright,  John  W.. 

"       B, 

Hartman,  Joseph  . 

"       D, 

Pearl,  Smith  T.  . . 

•'      A. 

Seiffert,  Charles  .  . 

•'       I. 

Hermann,  John  . . 

•'      D. 

"Warren.  ^Vlarcy. . . 

"      D, 

Center,  Alfred 

"      A, 

Co.MPANY    A. 

Deaths. 

Sergt.  Rogers,  Alonzo Killed  at  Bull  Run,  Aug.  30  62. 

Corp.  Baker,  Stephen  C.  .  .  .Sept.  16  62,  of  wounds  received  at 
Bull  Run,  Aug.  30  62. 

"      Burger.  Wm.  C Killed  at  Frederirksl.'g,  Dec  13  62. 

"      Brown,  Lewis  A Typhoid  lever,  July  13  <>:. 

I'rivate  Williams,  Wm.  X..  .  .Kilkd  at  Gaiiic>'  Mill,  June  27  62. 
25 
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Private  MacHale,  John  C.  . .  .Killed  at  Bull  Run,  Aug.  ;30/t)2. 
"        Coinpton,  Hurvey  P.  .        "  "  " 

''        Gillinan,  John ..  "  •» 

"       Lombard,  August  .  .  .Sept.  20  '62,  of  wounds  received  at 

Bull  Run,  Aug.  30  62. 
"        Smith,  John Sept.  19  02,  of  wounds  received  at 

Bull  Run,  Aug.  80  02. 
"        Dwj-er,  Thos.  J Killed  at  Fredericksburg,  Dec. 

18/62. 

"        Johnson,  John  H Congestion  of  lungs,  April  10  62. 

Wood,  Wni.  H Typhoid  fever,  July  14  02. 

"        Presto,  George Fever,  June  29,  02. 

Missing  in  Action. 
Corp.  Webb,  Richard Fredericksburg,  Dec.  13  '62. 

Discharges. 

Sergt.  Dellegar,  Wni.  F July  27  01,  for  disability. 

Corp.  Ford,  Edwin  L Ian.  14  62,    " 

"      Keim,  Alfred July  10  01.    " 

Private  Billheimer,  Henry  M.  Nov.  17,  (i2,    "  " 

Pearl.  Smith  T .Jan.  28  08,    " 

Centre.  Alfred Oct.  24  02.    "  '>       ■ 

Bennett,  Thomas  E...:\ray    2  61.    " 

Lederle,  Francis May  20/01.    " 

Piatt,  Edward  J Juiy    701,    " 

Smith,  George July  10  01,    " 

"        Redeling,  James .May    2  01,    '•  " 

"        Donaluie,  Bernard  .  .  .July  27  01.    "  " 

Duly,  William July  29  01,    " 

Simpson,  Walter Sept.  10  61,  by  order  Sec.  of  War. 

Sej-mour.  Cliarle- Oct.  20,01, 

Hall,  William Oct.  21,  02.  disability  fmiu  w(nu;d> 

received  at  Bull  Kuh.  Auu'.  :)(>  (;2. 

"        Cantor,  Hermann Ian.  24  08,  disability  from  wounds 

reccivrd  at  Ibili  llun.  Aug.  :;t>  r,2. 

Davis,  David  :>!   I), v.  11  02.  for  di-alility. 

Roberts,  John  D.  W...laii.  2:'.  08.  by  order  Sir.  ..f  War. 
"        Gardner,  David  D Vutr.  4  0)2,  for  disabilitv. 
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Private  Safelej-,  Alfred  Y.  .  .  .Feb.  13/G3,  disability  from  wounds 
received  at  Bull  Run,  Aug.  30  G2. 
Bingham,  Wm.  W.    .  .July  29  1)2,  for  disability. 
"      ,  Jones,  Theodore  F.  .  .Nov.  24/G2,  "  " 

Fisher,  Oscar  >[ Jan.  l/GS,      " 

■'        Lawson,  Edward  D..  .From  wounds  received  at  Freder- 
icksburg, Dec.  13/G3. 

Traiuf erred.  .    .     -.• 

Sergt.Van  Winkle,  Ed.  D.  .ToVet.Bat.  lOthX.Y.V.,  Ap.2G  G3. 

Corp.  Carroll,  Timothy "  "  "       ' 

"      Gallagher,  John  M.  .  .  " 
Private  Com.merford,  Jas.  ..."  "  '    "  " 

•     "        Clark,  Frank  M '• 

"        Cain,  Harrison "  '«  "  " 

Campbell.  Tliomas...  •' 

"        Meyer,  Daniel " 

''        Murphy,  John '*  "  "  " 

Whiting.  Bradford  A.  " 

Hatton,  Joim "  "  "  «' 

"        Martin,  Patrick " 

*'        Martin,  Timothy •'  " 

Miller,  Thomas". " 

Piatt,  Charles  F •• 

•'        Sprague,  Edwin  II.  .  .  "  "  "  •' 

"        Stnipp,  Lawrence  J.. .  "  "  ."  " 

"        JIcDowell,  Francis  .  .  "  "  •• 

McDowell,  j!une<...  .  " 

Golden,  Steplicn " 

■"        Keane,  Hugh  V ••  "  "  .   .  " 

*'        Fellimaii,  Levy ••  *'  '» 

Kelly,  Michael '•  '•         '     "' 

Kayi  Joseph  W '• 

Fagan,  William " 

Wildey.Aml.niscS..  .  '•  ..'•.. 

Duiui.  Thomas " 

Sheridan.  Patrick  .■^..  .  '•  " 

Elliott,  Wm.  J " 

Talbot,  Samuel " 
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Private  Hackett,  William To  4th  Co.,  2(1  Batt.  Y.  R.  C,  Nov. 

23  62. 

Haggerty,  Otis To  Co.  H,  Sept.    1  (U. 

Brereton,  John  W....       "       K,  May  18,61. 

•^        Wilcox.  Wm.  H.  H. . .      "       B,  June  28  61. 

Seaman,  Hewlett  P.. .      "      B,  June  30  61. 

"       Johnston,  John "      H,  July  10  61. 

"       Adatte,  JohnB "      G,  May     162. 

Young,  Charles To  1st  N.  Y.  Mounted  Ritles,  Nov. 

1/61. 

Poor,  Walter  S To  1st  N.  Y.  Z^Iounted  Rifles,  Nov. 

1/61. 

Sergt.  Angell,  Oscar  F To  2d  Lieut..  Co.  G,  Jan.  1  63. 

"      Smith,  James  M "  Com.-Sergt.,  March  21,  62. 

"      Martin,  Henry  Y "  2d  Lieut.,^Co.  H.  Oct.  26  62. 

"      Cowtan,  Chas.  W.  .  . .  "   Com.-Sergt.  July  12  62. 

Company  B. 
Death.<>. 
Corp.  3rcClenhan,  Enimett. Killed  at  Gaines'  ^Mill,  June  27  62. 

Private  Smith,  John  W "  "  " 

"        Wheeler,  Dwight  J..  .From  wounds  rec'd  at  Gaines'  Mill, 
while  a  prisoner  at  Richmond. 

Discharges. 
Ist-Sergt.  Philipiteaux.  Louis..  June    4,61. 

"        Maris.  Andrew  J June    4  61. 

Holden.Jamcs  A May  28  61. 

.Musician  Carrigan,  John Jane    4  ('>1. 

Private  Boyle,  Joseph  M June    4  61. 

"        Sievers,  Henry June    4  61,  for  disability. 

Sergt.  Seaman,  HewK'tt  P..  .July  27  61, 
"      Beauchanip,  Chas.  . .  .Aug.  20  61, 

"      Bryan.  Frank G.  O.  Head(iuarters  Dept.  of  Ya., 

April  16  *i2. 

•'      McDonal.l,  John April  1   62,  lor  liisabiliiy. 

"      Nevill,  Chail..> July  2!t  62, 

"      McQuade,  Thunu.^  .  .From  wounds  received  Aug.  CO,  62. 
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Sergt.  Pappy,  Frank Dec.  23  68,  at  Camp  Convalescent. 

"      Pickeit,  John From  wounds  received  Aug.  '30  (M. 

Corp.  Bray,  William Oct.  2/62,  from  wounds  received 

at  Gaines'  Mill,  June  27  62. 
Private  Callahan,  Cornelius  .  .Oct.  2/02,  for  disaljility. 

Best,  Charles  II Feb.  13  63,  for  disability. 

"        Carrigan,  "William  . . .  Feb.  23  63,  from  wounds. 

Ptiying,  George Vpril  20/63, 

"        Dimmick.Alonzo  E.  .Expiration  of  term  of  enlistment, 
April  23  63. 

Freeland,  Geo.  W Feb.  6  '63,  for  disability. 

Sergt.  Alexander,  Albion  . .  .Dec.  13/63,  from  wounds. 

Transferred. 
Corp.  Curry,  Lawrence  ...  .To  Co.  A,  May  20  '61. 
Private  Clark,  Patrick "       K,  June  1/61. 

Doilon,  Philip To  Q.  M.  Dept.,  May  18  61. 

Gunn.  Luther To  Co.  H,  May  22  61. 

Ilanberry,  John "       K,  June  1/61. 

McLean,  James "        K,  " 

McGee,  William "       K.  May  22/61. 

Spelhnan.  Michael  ...       "       K.June  1,61. 
"        Smith,  James "       H,  " 

Welsh,  Patrick ••       K, 

Smith,  Nicholas "       C,  June  1  62. 

Wilco.x,  W.  II.  II To  Non-com.  Staff,  Sept.  9  61. 

"        Smith,  James  W "   Co.  I.  and  promoted  Jan.  1  6;'.. 

"        Ilannigan,  Joim To  Vet.  Bat.  luth  X.Y.V..  .Vp.  2(>  (i:!. 

McBride.  John " 

"        Murphy,  William "  "  " 

*'        Bennett,  James  ......"  *'  " 

"        Grimeson,  lloberl.  .  .  .      "  "  " 

Gates,  Wm.  II " 

*'        Graff,  Francis "  "  " 

"        Hood,  Horace "  "  "  " 

Hendricks.  \Vii;pur  T.     " 

McGill,  David •• 

.^IcQuade,  Mich.i.l...  '  '• 

Merrilt,  Wm  E " 
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Private  Merritt,  Ezra. . .  •. To  Vet. Bat.  lOthX.Y.V.,  Ap.20  (JiJ. 

O'Neill,  Jame.    " 

"        Riley,  Peter "  •'  "  " 

'*        Sullivan,  Xiclioi:ij  ..."  "  '"  " 

"•      White,  Charle.s  II " 

"       Anderson,  John "  "  "  " 

Musician  Mills,  George "  "  "  " 

CO.MPANY    C 

Deuths. 

Corp.  Bland,  Frederick Killed  at  Bull  Run,  Aug.  30,62. 

Private  Donegan,  Thos.  E Disease  of  heart,   Feb.   16  02,   at 

Fort  Monroe. 

"        Hearz,  George Chronic  diarrlKva,  Sept.  15  62. 

"        Smith,  Xicholiis Sept.  27/ 62,  from  wounds  received 

at  Bull  Run,  Aug.  30  62. 

"        Slattery,  Patrick Chronic  diurrhcea,  Jan.  15^  63. 

•'        Kearney.  Geo.  W "  "  Nov.  7/62. 

Mitsinr/  in  Action. 

Corp.  Coyle,  John Gaines"  :Mill,  June  27  62. 

Private  Oakley,  Richard RuU  Run,  .Vug.  30  62. 

Foley,  John "  " 

Dit<cliarge!<. 

Sergt.  Weilie,  Henry Oct.  21/62,  for  disaT)ility. 

Private  Carroll,  John   May     1  '61,  " 

•'        Cox,  Albert June  27,  61,  " 

Delany,  William .^[ay  23,61,  " 

Muldoon,  Putiirk Nov.      ^61,  " 

Dulin,  Peter On  account  of  enlistment  in  Co.  L. 

4th  U.  S.  Art. 

"        Ptlying,  Adam From  wounds  received  at  iraines' 

Mill.  June  27  62. 

"        Cullen,  Edward From    wounds    received    at     T5u!l 

Run,  .\u-.  ;;()  r,2. 
McDonald,  James  .  . .  Mch.  3  63,  lor  disability. 
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Transferred. 
Corp.  McGinley,  Edward. . . To  Yet.  Bat.  lOtliN.Y.Y.  Ap.  26/63. 

Piivate  Baxter,  John "  "  " 

Bell,  George  W "  "        •     " 

"        Borgnes,  Edward  ....'•  "  " 

"        Cullen,  William "  "  " 

"        Carroll,  Dennis ••  "  " 

Cowan,  Franci.- "  "  " 

Driscoll,  Michael  ....•'  "  " 

Foster,  Patrick "  "  '> 

"        Fitzgerald,  James. .. .     "  "  " 

Flynn,  John "  "  " 

Gannon,  Richard  .  .  .  .     "  "  " 

Leonard,  James "  "  '    " 

•'        Lynam,  James •"•  "  " 

•*        McGivney,  Thomas  . .     "  "  " 

"        Mahoney,  Timothy. . .     "  "  " 

"        ^ratthews,  ^lichael. .  .     "  "  " 

O'Brien,  John •'  "  " 

•'        Qiiinn,  Patrick "  "  *' 

Smith,  Bernard "  "  " 

"        Sheeran,  Jamc.- "  "  " 

Nugent,  Edward To  Co.  H,  Nov.  1,  61. 

Pickett.  Patrick  II.  ..       "       H, 

Johnson,  John "       B,  Dec.  1  61. 

Schaffer,  John  A "       G, 

Herman,  J«<eph Keturned  to4thN.Y.Y..  Jan.  CO  62. 

Qulnn,  Thomas To  Non-com.  Staff,  Wagon-master, 

Nov.  1  62. 
"        Deitsch,  Morri-^ To  Non-com.  Staff,  Hospital  Stew- 
ard, Feb.  1  63. 

Company  D. 

Dojih.<. 

Corp.  Ing.  Thomas ['itd  Aug.  2^  62. 

Private  Deveniicy.  .loim  .    ...     '•     July   II'  62. 

Golden,  Henry    "     Oct.   17  62. 

Prout,  John  li "    .Mav       ,  61. 
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DixcJiarfjex. 

Corp.  Cox,  Richard Nov.  10,,  62,  for  disability. 

"      Boddy,  Richard Mch.  U  63,  " 

Musician  Niciiolson,  Henry  x\  .May     5  02,  "  " 

Private  Angevine,  Elijah  . . .  .May  30  61,  "  •' 

Ash,  John Mch.    3,63,  " 

"       Barry,  James July    7  61,  "  '• 

"       Barton,  Albro  A Feb.  12  63,  " 

Clark,  Richard Nov.    1/62,  " 

Fitzgerald,  John July     7  61,  " 

"       Hennessey,  Thomas . .  Feb.     7  63,  " 

Lloyd,  John July     761,  " 

Miller,  Peter May  26  62,  '• 

"        Martin,  Edward Sept.        01,  " 

"       Malone,  AVilliam April  2/63,  "  " 

Pearce,  Geo.  M May  30  61,  *' 

Smith,  Henry July  28,  62,  " 

"        Smith,  George  M July     7  61,  never  sworn  in. 

Traiixferred. 
1st  Sergt.  Yardlcy,  James  M.  .  .To  Co.  G,  Sept.  1  02. 

Private  Wills,  John "       I,   Oct.  11  01. 

Cusick,  Geurge "       F,  Nov.  1  61. 

Taylor,  Clark  ^\.  ...  .To  Hospital  Steward,  July  \f\  62. 

Sergt.  Brown,  John  R To  Vet.  Bat.  10th  N.Y.  V.,  Ap.  26  03. 

"      Scales,  William " 

Private  Boyle,  Peter "  " 

Burke,  Edward "  " 

"        Callahan,  Dennis  .  . .  .     "  "  " 

"        Daily,  Thomas "  "  "  " 

"        Dignon,  William "  "  "  " 

"        Davidson,  James,  Jr. .     "  "  "  " 

Groves,  Richard " 

"        Gobright,  John  C " 

"        GeoghcL'an,  Michael.  .     "  "  "  '* 

Hap,-oud,  Alc.\.  II....     •' 

Haley.  .Michael  1^ " 

*•        Harrison,  Edward  ..."  "  " 

"        Hackett,  George "  "  "  " 
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.ToYet.Bat.l0tliN.Y.V.,Ap.26/6:3. 


Private  Henry,  Closes 

"  i\Iuipliy.  ^tichael  .  . 
"  Monroe,  Tlieron  . . . 
"  McDaniels,  James.  . 
"        Snediker,  Edward  . 

Snediker,  yi 

**       Connery,  Michael . . 


Company  E. 

Beath.^. 

Private  Scunion,  Tlioinas  .  .  .  .Killed  at  Gaines'  Mill,  June  27  i>'2. 

McMahan,  James "         Malvern  Hill.  July  1,  62. 

"        Faincap,  Francis Died  in  Hospital,  Harper's  Ferry, 

Oct.  21/02. 

"       McGrath,  John Died  in  Hospital,  Harper's  Ferry, 

Oct.  13  62. 
"        Muckridge,  Wm.  H..  .Died  in  Hospital,  Baltimore,  Oct. 
16  62. 
Mallin,  Henry Kilk-d  at  Bull  Run,  Auir.  :30  62. 

Di-'<charge.'<. 

Private  Burke,  Jo.seph Feb.    10  63, 

Bailey,  Janus April  10  63. 

Siers,  Joseph Dec.   31  62. 

Hap,i?oo<l,John  J Vuir.  27  62. 

Hinderson,  Henry  .  .  ..^Iay     8  '61. 

Ebling,  John May      S  61. 

Perkin-s  John  15 o.i.    13  61. 

Peabody,  William  F...\i>ril  i;i  62. 
O'Donnell,  Miclia.i  .  .July    2',i  (;2. 

Green,  Mi.-haclC \>i!r.     162. 

3Ii!len,  John  Cr Vu-.      1   (i2. 

Christy,  Philip  H.  ....May    10  62. 
"        McKin>ley,  Kichard  .  .  l.'au-  unknown. 
McNally.  Bernard  ..." 
.McKelvey,  Wi;!i:im...Vu.'.    \[\  iVi. 
Muiidy.  Wilii.un  F.  ..o-t,       !   t;2. 
Winn,  Patij.k \i:c-     162. 


Buller,  John  .M Tuly  25.  02. 


394  THE   NATION'AL    ZOUAVES. 

'  Transferred. 

Sergt.  Murray,  John  H Promoted  to  L'd  Lieut.  Co.  H,  Feb. 

20/63. 

Private  Cook,  George ToVet.  Bat.  10th  N.Y.V..  Ap.'2a  6:j. 

"        O'Connor,  Jeremiah.  .     •'  "  " 

"        Coleman,  John "  "  "  ■* 

"        Cozens,  George "  •'  "  " 

"        Carroll,  George "  "  "  " 

Dillon,  Michael " 

"        Eilston,  August "  •'  "  " 

"        Fitzsimmons,  Patrick     "  "  "  " 

"        Hatton,  Janies "  "  "  " 

"        Kilpatrick,  Samuel.  . .     "  "  "  " 

"        Kenney,  Joseph "  "  "  " 

•'       Lewis,  Uzzy "  "  "  *' 

Lynch,  John "  ■'  "  " 

"        Lyons,  John ....•"  "  "  "    . 

McCune,  Albert " 

"        McGinn,  James "  "  "  " 

•'        Mulrelier,  Thomas.  .  .     "  "  " 

"        Xichols,  David "  ■'  "  "       . 

Nugent,  Patrick "  "  •'  "   ' 

"        Riley,  Owen "  "  "  " 

Smith,  Thomas " 

"        Teague,  Bernard  .  .  .  .     "  "  "  " 

Welsh.  Michael " 

"       Conway.  John "  "  "  " 

Campbell,  Robert To  Mounted  Rifles,  Oct.  8  61. 

Shay,  John "  " 

Company  F. 

DeatJis. 
Sergt.  Johnson,  Phineas  E.  .Of  chronic  diarrhcca,  at  Frederick, 

Mil.,  date  unknown. 
Corp.  Smith,  Aic]iil)ald Date  unknowM.    iVotn  wounds  re- 
ceived at  Bull  Kun,  .Vu-.  :;o  (".2. 
Private  Schlenbam,  Chri>t'n  .Killed  at  r.ifil  Kuii,  Aug.  :ji)  ilO. 
"        Thompson,  Geo.  A.  G.lvllled  at  Fredericksbg,  Dec. 13  02. 
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I  Private  McAvoy,  Thoin;i5 Date  unknown,   from  wounds  re- 

l  '                                                    reived  at  Bull  Kun,  Aug;.  30, 62. 

^  "       Flanagan, Thomas  . .  .Dec.  1-4,  of  wounds  received  in  ac- 

;  tion,  Dec.  13  62. 


Miixbig  in,  Action. 
Private  Stanton,  Thomas Fredericksburg,  Dec.  13  62. 

Bischarfjcs. 

Musician  Donnelly,  Michael  .  .  .Feb.     3/G2,  for  disability. 

"        Adams.  Thomas May  14,  61,  " 

Private  Doyle,  William May  17/61,  "  " 

"        Lawrence,  Percivul  .  .June    2  61,  "  •'  .    ■ 

McLaughlin,  Thos.  .  .May  26  61,  " 

"        Richards,  Charles May  30  81,  " 

"        Parker,  James July   1«  61,  "  " 

"        Cosgrove,  Thomas.  .  .Oct.   31,61,  '" 

"        Lisle,  Henry May     6,61,  "  " 

•'        Cosgrove,  Thos.  (II.)  .Feb.     3,62,  "  " 

Lisle,  William May     6  62,  "  "         . 

McXuIty,  Charles  .  ..Oct.   22,62,  "  " 

"        Brower,  Horace  II.  .  .Xov.    4  62,  "  ** 

"        Reynolds,  James  ...  .Dec.  l.'),  62,  "  " 

"        Connell,  John Feb.     7,  63,  "  " 

Sullivan. Thoma.-.  ..  .Feb.     7,63,  "  " 

Dubey,  Edward  A.  .  .Fob.     3  63,  "  " 

McKeon,  .Mlchaf^l Mch.  30  63,  "  " 

"        Steward,  Richard.  ..  .April   ^^^'i,  "  " 

Transferred. 

Corp.  Mecks,  Andrew  J To  Vct.Bat.  lOlhX.Y.V..  Ap.26  G; 

"      Smith.  Edward •• 

Musician  De,i;raw,  John "  "  "  •« 

T'rivate  Brophy,  Jolui •'  "  " 

Covert,  Undcrhill  J.   .      •■  " 

Daines,  Josiph - 

Duranilo,  TiK-i><l>.rc  .  .     " 

Fowler,  John •  ••  •' 

■'        Hicks,  Georire "  "  •'  '• 
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Private  Hughes,  James To  Vet.  Bat.  10th  N.Y.V..  Ap.  26/63. 

McCormack,  .Jno.  (I.).     "  "  " 

McCormack,  .Jno.  (11.)     " 

Moqueen,  Charlos " 

Mathews,  .John " 

Miller,  Josepli " 

Mellison,  .Tamos " 

MuUaly,  Thos.  E " 

Nugent,  .John '• 

Parry,  William '•  "  " 

Schoenanian,  Henry  .     "  "  " 

Smith,  Charles  ...'.." 

Smith,  .Tames "  "  " 

Smith,  John  T " 

Scott,  Garrett  F " 

Seiger,  George "  "  " 

Wilson,  Patrick "  •■  '« 

Burke,  Patrick To  Co.  G,  June  3  61. 

McMurray,  Wm.  H..  ^      "       1),  Xov.  1  61. 

Mills,  Franklyn To  4th  U.  S.  Inf.,  date  unknown. 


Company  G. 

Deaths. 

Corp.  Heilley,  Hugh Sept.  IS,  6'2,  from  wounds  received 

at  Bull  Run,  Aug.  30/62. 

Private  Brown,  Wm.  C Dec.  r2  6J,  of  disease. 

Cann,  Henry Julv  '.24  62,         " 

Law,  John Aug.    9  (11. 

Mead,  Napoleon  B.  .  .Dec.  13  CO,  of  wounds  received  in 
action  that  day. 

McGee,  Wm.  H Dec.  13,  62.  of  wounds  received  in 

action  tliat  day. 

Mulkey,  William Ivillrd  in  action,  .\ug.  ;;i)  (52. 

Schoeck,  Charles  .... 

Steenborgh,  Frank.  .  .i.Ut.     1)  (;2,  of  disease. 

Seward,  John Vug.  31  02, 
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Di.'icJinrges. 

Musician  Sieling,  Julius May    15  61. 

"'        Kelligan,  John May   15  61. 

Goodman,  Jost-pb  .  .  .April  20  02. 

Private  Belian,  Louis .Tune     5,  61,  for  disability. 

Brown,  Charles  A....  Jan.    18  63, 

Burke,  John Jan.    26  63, 

"        Conover,  Augustus  .  .Feb.    15  63, 

■'        Durkin,  James May    22.  61, 

"        Degener.  Fred.  L Dec.  20  61,  by  order  Sec.  of  War. 

"        Kahn,  Henry May   15/61,  for  disability. 

Murphy,  Thos.  (U.)  .  ..Fuly  29  62, 

Murphy,  Edward Dec.   20  62, 

McLeod,  George  R...  Feb.    15,63, 

Trarv>fer7-ed. 
Ist-Sergt.  IMcCalfrey,  Daniel  J.. To  Non-com.  Staff.  Aug  15  62. 
Sergt.  Plunkett.Wm.  II.. .  .To  Vet. Bat.  lOthN.Y.V.,  Ap.26  63. 

"      Halstead,  Goo.  W....     " 
Corp.  Wheeler,  William  ..."  "  "  " 

"■      Eagan,  James "  "  "  " 

'■      Casey,  Christoplicr  . .     "  "  "  " 

Private  Brown,  Geo.  F "  "  " 

Cha.se,  Geo.  P " 

"        Conners,  James .     "  ■'  " 

Davie,  Wm.  B " 

"        Evans,  Benj.  H " 

Halstead,  Andw. .'.  . .     - 

Hughes,  Edwanl "  " 

"        Jones,  Cornelius  S.  .  .     "  " 

King,  Peter "'  "  "  "' 

"        Kaiser,  Geor^ie "  "  "  " 

"        :McGinty.  Joiin  J "  "  " 

"        Taylor,  Robert " 

'■        Taylor,  Andrew  F...  . .     "  "  " 

Tinkl.T.John  H " 

Woodruff,  Thomas  .  .     " 

Brown,  Joseph To  4tli  U.  S.  Inf.,  Dec  11  62. 
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Private  Chapman,  Jos.  B To  Xon-com.  Staff,  Ap.  19  fi2. 

Guddis,  William To  8tli  X.  Y.  31.,  by  order  Col.  Mc- 

Chesney,  ^lay  5  (!1. 

"       Hamer,  Walker To  Co.  C,  i?ame  regt.,  Dec.  1  61. 

Lussey,  Edward To  Xon-com.  Staff.  Dec.  2b  62. 

Company  H. 

Deaths. 

Corp.  Morris,  John Killed  at  Fredericksh'g,  Dec.  IS  G2. 

Private  Gillis,  George  ......  .Accidentally  shot  at  Fort  Monroe. 

June  17  til. 
"       Nugent,  Edward  .  . .  .Killed  at  Gaines"  Mill.  June  27  (i2. 

French,  Edward '        Bull  Run,  Aug.  30,  02. 

Smith,  James 

Scott,  Charles 

Sullivan,  John "  "   .  ■     " 

Dixcharges. 
Sergt.  Newburgh,  Lionel.  .  .Dec.     1  G2,  for  disability. 

Corp.  Beers,  Samuel  A (^ct.         (52. 

Musician  Rollins,  Harry  B Jan.      1  03. 

Private  Burhens,  Alexandt.T.  .F<b.  2S  03, 

Cronin,  Thomas Feb.  20  03, 

Delanoy,  Everett  B.  .Feb.         tio, 
McManus,  Jo-eph  .  . .  Mch.  15  01, 

"        Newman,  Amy  A Oct.     9  02, 

Ortelle,  Edward .May   15  01, 

Hill,  John  W ;.XoV.  IS  02. 

Pitcarn,  John  M Feb.  20,  03, 

Tran.'<f erred. 

Ist-Sergt.  Hamilton,  Frod  C Appointed  2d-Lieut.,  Co.  D. 

Sergt.  Farrington,  David  L.         "  Regt.  Com.-Sorgt.,  Feb. 

23  63. 
Corp.  Robert^  Milton  J.  .  .  .To  (ien.  IThnan's  M;.ir. 

Private  Birdsell.  WiUiaiu To  V.t.  Bat.  10th  N.  V.V..  Ap.  20  0:i. 

Dillon,  WiUium • 

Delanev,  John " 
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Private  Early,  William To  Vet.  Bat.  lOthX.Y.V.,  Ap.26/C;! 

Forci,  Charles  A " 

Fowler,  Augustus  ^[..     '• 

Herder,  Frederick  T..     '•  "  " 

Kelly,  John  J "  •*  " 

Kinmouth,  Rohert  . .  .     " 

Linn,  Arthur " 

McCarthy,  Charles.  . .     "  "  " 

Mackey,  Alason  8.  . . .     " 

Oliver,  Isaac "  "  '' 

Peterson,  Daniel  S.  .  .     '•  "  " 

Philips,  George " 

Quinn,  John 

Smith,  Thomas "  "  " 

Spencer,  Joseph 

Thomp.son,  Jame.^  ..."  "  " 

Yanderpool,  "Wm.  ir.. 
McGourgal,  Thos.  .  . .     " 

Rice,  Frederick To  Co.  A. 

Presto,  George '' 

Slater,  Edward To  Troop  B,  Mounted  Rifles. 

Fitzgerald,  Wni " 

Driguet,  Alphonse  .  .  .To  Co.  A. 

FulHgar,  Abrani To  Troop  B,  Mounted  Rifles. 

Gotweld,  Herman.  .  .  .To  Baud  of  New  Jersey  Brii^ade. 


COMPAXV    I.  I- 

Ihath. 
Sergt.  McCiillough,  Tlios   .  .KilUd  at  Gain.>-  .Mill.  June  27  (i2. 

"^     Dull,  William -         Bull  Run,  Aug.  ;]()  (J-J. 

Corp.  Marron.  Willinni '■         Gaines'  Mill,  June  "JT  Oi. 

Private  Curtis,  Rolit.  J llerords  lost. 

Keys,  "William  1) Died  at   Harrison's  Landing.  July 

14.r.-2. 
Rosser,  AlphouM' .  .  .  .Died  at  llarri.-du's  Landing,  Jidy 
14  r,2. 

Doekh.im,  J<.hn  S Killed  al  liull  Run.  Atig.  oO  02. 

Joluison,  John " 
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Private  Kavanagh,  George  . .  .Died  Sept.  13  G'2,  from  wounds  re- 
ceived at  Bull  Run,  Aug.  30  62. 

Smith,  Francis Killed  at  Bull  liun,  Aug.  .30,  62. 

"        Will,  John Died  Aug.  30  62,  from  wounds  re- 
ceived that  day. at  Bull  Run. 

"       Lawless,  Martin Of  fever,  at  Newport  Xews,  date 

unknown. 
Reetner,  Philip Of  wound.s  received  at  Fredericks- 
burg, Dec.  13  62. 
McMullins,  Samuel  .  .Killed  at  Bull  Run,  Aug.  30  62. 
Falver,  John Of  lockjaw,  Feb.  3,  62. 

Missing  in  Action. 

Private  Furnival,  George Battle  of  Bull  Run,  Aug.  30  62. 

"        Coleman,  Dennis "  "  " 

Discharged. 
Corp.  Van  Valen,  Daniel  . .  .Records  lost. 

"      Fuller,  Hugh 

"      Letters,  Thomas " 

Musician  Farrow,  Alfred " 

"       Cohen,  Abraham  .  . .  .Dec.  22  62,  chronic  bronchitis. 

Private  Chison,  George Records  lost. 

"        Higgins,  John " 

"        Tower,  Nelson " 

Dockham,  Nath'i  ....  " 

Morton,  Melborne  E.  About  Feb.  12  63. 

•Tones,  William    Records  lost. 

Spinner,  Wm " 

McDonald.  Samuel  .  .  " 

"        Williamson,  Arch.  ...  " 

Barry,  James  L 

"        Bancroft,  Michael   ...  " 

Doonan,  James " 

Trnunfi'rred. 

IstSorgl.  Field.  I'utnam Pronioteci  2d  r.ifut.  Co.  K. 

Sergt.  Qvbou,  A.  Frank "  to  Adjutant. 


APPENDIX. DEATHS,    DISCHARGES,    &C.  401 

Sergt.  Keegan.  Michael To  Vet.  Bat.  10th  X.Y.V..  Ap.-26/  63. 

Corj).  Brady,  Bernard "  •'  "               " 

"      Clifton,  David " 

"      Ward,  James  X ''  "  "               " 

"      Egan,  Charles ■'  •'  '"               " 

"      Turner,  John "  "  " 

Reynolds,  George "  "  '' 

Private  Brown,  Thomas "  "  '■                " 

"       Bancroft,  Mathias "  "  "               " 

"        Callahan,  John "  •' 

"       Fitzgibbons,  3[ich.  ..."  "  "               " 

"       Furnival.  Wm •'  "  "               " 

*'        Glover,  Joseph "  "  "                " 

Henneghan,  Ant'y ..."  "  "               "• 

Henneghan,  Peter  ..."  "  •'               " 

"        >[atthews,  Charles  ..."  "  "                *' 

"        O'Brien,  Patrick "  "  •'                " 

"        Shehan,  3Iichael "  "  "                " 

"        Sheridan,  Thomas  ..."  "  " 

White,  Davitl " 

"        McGarvey,  Sti'phen.  .     "  "  "                " 

"        Clancy,  John "  "  "               " 

Ale.\ander,  Albion  .  .  .To  Co.  K,  3Iay  3  (U. 

Newman,  Francis "  D,  " 


Co.MPANY    K. 

Deaths. 
Sergt.  Dougherty.  Datil.  J.  .Oct.  1  02,  of  wounds  received  at 
Bull  Run,  Aug.  30.  (V2. 

"      Finlay.  Alex Killed  at  Bull  Run,  Aug.  30  02. 

Private  CJaghan,  John Sept.  10  02,  of  consumption. 

3IcVey,  James June  28  02,  of  wounds  received  at 

(Jaincs'  Mill.  June  27  02. 

"        McLnughlin.  Ciia> Oct.  IS  02,  of  wounds  received  at 

P.ull  P.uii.  Au-.  :;ii  <;2. 
Pivuikctt,  Dominick.  .Dec.  :;i   02.  of  woiind>  ncoivcd  at 
Fredericksburg,  Dec.  13  02. 


1  .u 


402 


THE    NATIONAL    ZOUAVES. 


Mudng  in  Action. 
Private  Ryan,  Patrick Bull  Kun,  Aug.  30/62 


Kiernan,  Patrick . 


Discharfjes. 
Sergt.  Ferguson,  Wm.  H..  .  .Oct.  11/G2,  for  disability. 

Corp.  Cooper,  George Oct.  25  G2.  from  wounds  received 

at  Bull  Run,  Aug.  30  62. 

Musician  Ratter}-,  Robert Mch.     ,  62,  for  disability. 

Private  Ryan.  .John Oct.    1/62, 

"        Solomon,  Benj Aug.  1   61,  " 

Corp.  Spellman,  ^Michael  ...Feb.   0  63,  from  wound.^  received 
at  Bull  Run,  Aug.  30  62. 

Private  Hall,  .lohn Dec.  17,  62,  for  disability. 

Pendergrass,  .John  . .  .Enlisted  in  6th  U.  S.  Cavalry. 

Rattery,  .John Jan.   13  63,  for  disability. 

"       Tait,  Thos.  F Feb.  20/63,  for  deafness. 

"       Madigan,  Patrick Feb.  25/63,  for  disability. 

Burke,  Thomas 3lch.    5  63, 

"       Ackerman,  .Jeremiah. Enlisted  in  U.  S.  Army,  Nov.  18  62. 
"        McKenzie,  .Joseph  . .  .Nov.  1  61,  for  disability. 


TrariffirrnL 

Ist-Sergt.  Johnson,  ^\'m.  U By  jiromotion  to  Co.  I,  Jan.  30  63. 

Private  Shields,  (korge To  Regimental  Band. 

Ale.xandcr.  Albion  . .  .To  Co.  B. 

Gross,  :\Iat]ie\v  II.  . . .       "       H,  April  22.  61. 

Townscnd,  John To  Vet.Bat.  lOthN.Y.V.,  Ap.26  63. 

Boyton,  Owiii "  "  "  " 

Brady,  TIiDuias "  "  "  " 

Brady,  John "  "  "  " 

Cronan,  John '  "  "  " 

Donoghue,  John "  "  "  " 

Eustace,  Josiuia "  "  "  " 

Jtaye^,  James •' 

Ilunr,  Sauuu'l  1". "  '" 

lleally,  .Martin " 

Heancy,  Jno.  C "  "  ''  " 
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Private  Jones,  William 

''        Kenny,  James  W..  . . 

"       Murray,  Peter  F 

"  Mooney,  Richard  .  . . 
"  McGuire,  Francis. . . 
"        Robinson,  John  . .  .  . 

"       Rice.  John 

Sheldon,  David 

"        Scully,  James 

"        Saxton,  John  W 

"  Skidmore,  Wm.  X.. . 
*'        Williams,  Stillman  . 


ToVet.  Bat.  10th  X.^' 


.v.,  Ap.  2a/63. 


THE  VETERAN  BATTALION 


LIST  OF  WOLNDED. 

This  list  is  complete  only  as  to  the  battles  of  "The  Wilderne^.-',"  "Laurel 
Hill,"  "Spottj^ylvaiiia."  "Cold  Harbor"  and  the  action  of  June  17th.  1^64. 

The  men  whose  names  are  marked  with  an  asterisk  (*i  received  their  wounds 
while  serving  in  the  bth  N.  Y.  Heavy  Artillery,  being  afterwaids  trans- 
ferred. 


Company  A. 
Capt.  Dewey,  Geo.  31 Wilderness,  May  6  04,  command- 
ing biitttilion  when  wounded. 

Ist-Lieut.  Clark,  Frank  M Laurel  Hill,  [May  10  (i-l. 

2d-Lieiit.  Ilaeketr,  Geor-o Wilderness,  May  G,  64. 

Corp.  Peterson,  D.  S "  " 

"      White,  Cluis,  11 

Private  Anderson,  John 

"        Buruian,  James "  " 

Holliday,  David  C... 

Miller,  Jaeol) 

"        Munday,  Lewis  G.  .. . 
McDonald,  Daniel  ... 

Scharf,  Bernard 

Smith,  William 

Felleman,  Levi Laurel  Hill,  May  10  G4. 

Kelly,  James "  " 

Knee,  John 

Kutz,  John "  " 

MeCuskrr.Jolm 

Ree-e.  Wm.  H 

Shu-ler,  Patrick 

"        Sullivan,  Ni<lioIas  ... 
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Private  Laur,  Ot'o Cold  Harbor,  June  3,  G4. 

Riley,  Peter 

Kelly,  John  J Petei-sburg,  June  17,'64. 

"     *Clevland,  Ilewin  .... 

"     *  Gnow,  Henry May  19,  G4. 

"     *  Hamilton,  Steph.  H.  .Petersburg,  June  16/64. 

Company  B. 

Capt.  Tait,  Geo.  F Wilderness,  May  6/64. 

Ist-Lieut.Risley.  Albert  C Near  Petersburg,  April  ,65. 

Sergt.  Graff,  Francis Wilderness,  May  6,  64. 

Corp.  Wildey,  Ambrose  S. .  .  "  " 

"      Groves,  Richard "  " 

"      Boyle,  Peter "  " 

"      Dunn,  Thomas Laurel  Hill.  May  10/64. 

Private  Flynn,  Michael Wilderness,  May  6  64. 

"        Golding,  Stephen  ....  "  " 

"        Hughes,  James  B "  " 

Heibig,  John 

"        Kenney,  Wm.  II "  " 

"        ilurphy.  Michael "  " 

"        Snedicor.  F.dw.  F.  ...  "  " 

Van Traiik.  Christian. 

"        Widdis,  Thomas "  " 

Dougiiorty,  Chas Laurel  Hill,  May  10,  63. 

"        Luyster,  Tlieodore  ...  "  " 

"        Lotton,  Isaac '•  " 

"        Galla,^her,  Francis.  . .  '•  " 

Kreigler,  Wm Spottsylvania,  May  1*2  64. 

Kay,- Joseph  W Wilderness,  .May  6  tU,  Cold  Har- 
bor, June  3  64. 

*'        Mugge,  Charles Cold  Harbor,  June  3.  64. 

"        Carroll,  John 

"       Adams,  Julius "  " 

"        Gabblemaii.  Chas lieam's  Station,  Aug.  '2't  64. 

Sweenry.  I'ctcr '' 

Gibson,  .John Petersburg,  June  17  64. 

Rabbit,  John Jime  23  64. 
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Private  Commerford,  .Ta« 3Iorton's  Ford.  Feb.  6,  04. 

"     *Harvy,  C.  J Cold  Harbor.  June  3  04. 

"     *  Scott,  Fullar  W 

COMP.\XY   C. 

Ist-Lieut. Russell,  11.  Y Cold  Harbor.  June  3  64. 

Sergt.  Yanderpool,  Wni.  H..  Wilderness,  May  6,  04. 

Private  Glover,  Joseph "  " 

"        Hanimerstfin,  Edw.. .  "  " 

"        Holzmeir,  John ''  " 

"        Finnegan,  Joseph Laurel  Hill,  May  10  04. 

"        Leonard,  Geo.  E "  " 

"        Murphy,  James "  " 

*'        O'Rourke,  John "  ♦' 

Bruen,  Michael Cold  Harbor,  June  3/64. 

Davie,  Wm.  B Boydton  Road,  Oct.  27^  64. 

"     *Cumming,  J.F 

Company  D. 

Sergt.  Beers,  William  F ^\'ildernes».  May  6  64. 

"      Smith.  Edward Peterslnug,  June  18  64. 

Corp.  Brower,  Horace  H.  .  .Laurel  Hill.  3Lay  10  04. 

Private  Caine,  Patrick Wilderness,  3Iay  6,  64. 

"        Lanirstair,  .lames  ....  "  " 

"        Conners,  James •'  " 

"        Fitzsimmons,  Jolin  . .  "  •' 

"        Hat  ton,  James "  " 

"        Maher.  Koixer "  " 

"        Rogers,  Zacheiis "  " 

"        Springsteele.  J()> •'  •' 

"        Wilson,  Put  lick 

Belchi-r,  Charles  J..  .  .Laurel  Hill,  Mav  10  04. 

Boyle,  Thomas 

McNamara,  John Spottsylvania,  >[ay  12  (,"4. 

Piireon.  James  E Cold  Harbor.  June  :{  04. 

*  .Men! It.  Jan\e^ 

"      ♦Olmstead,  Jas.  A 

"      *  Tucker,  diaries 

'•      *  Wriffht.  AH>ert 
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Company  E. 

2d-Lieut.  Mimics.  Saimiel Hatcher's  Run,  Feb.  5  64,  twice. 

Sergt.  Borland,  Jas.  L Hatcher's  Run,  Feb.  5,  U. 

Mullin,  .John Wilderness,  3Iay  0/64. 

Corp.  Clubb,  Andrew Ream's  Station,  Aug'.  25  04. 

"      Stoddard,  Geo.  W Petersburg,  June  23  04. 

Private  Bartleray.  G'^dfrey. .  .AYilderness,  May  6/04. 

"        Baptiste,  Roque "  " 

"        Penney,  Chas.  E "  " 

Baptiste,  Roger "  " 

Bell,  Geo.  W 

Cook,  Anthony "  " 

"        Cayuet,  Isadore '' 

"        Caver,  John "  " 

"        Dewey,  Henry  G " 

"        Maurice,  Eugene  ...  "  " 

Quinlivan,  Wm "  " 

"        Salcedo,  Francisco. .  .  "  " 

Fox,  James Laurel  Hill,  :May  10,  04. 

"        Jacquenin.  Arthur  .. .  "  " 

Olmstt'd,  Henry 

Hall,  Cliarlcs Spottsylvania.  May  12  04. 

McC.'abe,  James Cold  Harbor,  June  ;}  04. 

"        Neville,  John ''  " 

"        Nolan,  Jos.  W ''  " 

"        Peyton,  John "  " 

"        Percy,  Francis Petersburg,  June  17  04. 

Cha.se.  Waldo  K "  Nov.  28  04. 

•*        Decugneirc,  Ambrose  "  June  17/04. 

Kinzler,  ]i(jbert 

"        Smith,  Thoma.s Petersburg,  Nov.  21  04. 

"     *  Wilco.x,  James Cold  Harbor,  June  3  04. 

"     *  Weeks,  James "  " 


Company  F. 

Sergt.  Minnes.  Samuel Wildmuss,  May  ('»  04. 

"      Pliillips,  (ieorge Spottsylvania,  ,May  10  04. 
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Corp.  Burke,  ^[ichael Wilderness,  May  6  G4. 

"      Kehoe,  Peter "  " 

"      Conners,  Thonms Sitottsylvania,  May  12  64. 

"      Wanson,  William. ..  .  '•  " 

Private  Costar,  Jas.  A Wilderness,  3Iay  ^  64. 

"        Croke,  Timothy  ....  " 

"       Gaynor,  William "  " 

Hill,  James 

"        Snyder,  Henry "  " 

"        Walters,  Wm.  S 

"        Donnelly,  .las Spottsylvania,  May  12  '64. 

"        Douglass,  Charles "  " 

"       McConnell,  Geo •'  " 

"        McFarland,  John  , . .  .  "  " 

"       Munch,  Jacob "  " 

"       O'Neil.  Charles 

"        Winterfield.  Edw "  " 

"       Hayes,  Timothy Cold  Harbor,  June    64. 

"        Baker,  Frank Petersburg,  Oct.  14  64. 

"        Gregg,  David "  Sept.  2S  64. 

"  *  Baker,  Stephen June    8  64. 

"  *Boweii,  Charles June  11  64. 

"  *  Black,  Robert June  16  64. 


ROSTER    OF  OFFICERS. 


Officers  who've  names  are  marked  wiih  nn  .T^^terisk  (*nvere  transferred  from  the 
8th  New  York  IKavy  .\rtillery  in  June,  ISi^o. 

CoI.OKLS. 

r)ATH    Oy    KANK. 

Geo.  F.  n<'pp'r Ian.     .">  t;.",.  .Not  mustered  a?  Colonel. 

*Joel  B.  Baker Jan.  14  65.  .Mustered  out,  June  80  65. 
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Lieut.  -  Colonels. 

DATE    OF    RANK. 

Geo.  F.  Hopper  . . .  .Jan.    5  64.  .Mu.stered  out.  June  oO  ijo. 
Anthony  S.  Woods  .Jan.  15  Go.  .Xot  mustered  as  Lieut. -Col. 

M.A..IORS. 

Geo.  F.  Hopper Vpr.  ^(i  '63.  .Promoted  to  Lieut.-Col. 

Anthony  S.  Woods  .Jan.    5/64.  .Mustered  out,  June  31)  65. 
Chas.  W.  Cowtan. .  .Jan.  15  '65.  .Not  mustered  as  Major. 

Ad.iutant. 

Chas.  W.  Cowtan. .  .Apr.  26  63.  .Bvt.  Capt.  U.  S.  V.  — Mustered 
out,  June  30/65. 

Quartermasters. 

W.  H.  H.  Wilcox . . .  Apr.  26/63.  .Bvt.  Capt.  N.  Y.  V.— Prisoner  of 
war,  discharged  Feb.  4  (>.5. 

Wm.  F.  Beers Apr.  18,  65.  .Mustered out,  June 30  65. — Died 

iu  New  York,  June  7  72. 

Surgeons. 

Brower  Gesner Apr.  26/63.  .Bvt.Lt.-Col.U.S.V.— Dischargfd 

Feb.  10  65.— Died.  :Nov.5,  74. 
Robert  O.  Craig Mch.   2/65.  .Mustered  out,  June  30/65. 

Assistant  -  Surgeons. 

Rich.  H.  Pahncr. . .  .Mch. 24/64.  .Died.  Dec.  4  64. 

Chas.  H.  Baker Jan.     9/65.  .Mustered  out,  June  30  65. 

Ch.\plain. 

*  Joshua  Cook .   .  .Mustered  out,  June  30  65. 

Capt.vins. 

Geo.  M.  Dewey  ....  Dec.  13  62.  .Bvt.  .Maj.  and  Bvt.  Lt.-Col.  X,  Y. 
V. —  nis(.hari;od  mi  account 
of  wound,  Oct.  13  64. 
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DATE    OF   RANK, 

Geo.  F.  Tail Apr.  26/G3. .  Bvt.  3Iaj.  X.  Y.  V.— Discharged 

on  account  of  wound,  Aug- 

lG/64. 
Putnam  Field Apr.  26/63.  .Bvt.  Maj.   X.  Y.  V.— Mustered 

out,  June  30/6.5. 
O.scar  F.  AngoU Feb.  25/63.  .Killed  in  action,  at  Laurel  Hill, 

Ya.,  :\Iay  10/64. 
Harvey Y.RuvsclI.. May  11/64.. Bvt.  Maj.  U.  S.  V.  — Mustered 

out,  June  30  65. 
Joseph  La  Fiura  . .  .Apr.    4/64.  .Bvt.  Maj.  X.  Y.  Y.  — Mustered 

out,  June  30,  65. 
Ed.  D.  Van  YTiiikle.Oct.  13/64.  .^Mustered  out,  June  30/65. 
Chas.  W.  Cowtan. . .  Aug.  16/64. .  Declined  muster. 

Peter  Henry Apr.  14/64. .  Died  in  Xew  York,  May  17  65. 

"John  11.  Cooper  . . .  July  30/64.  .Mustered  out,  June  30/65. 

*GfO.  ILRobert.soa..:\Ich.l9  65.. 

*Sarnl.B.  Densmore  .ilch. 31/65. .  "  "' 


First  -  Lieutenants. 

Oscar  F.  Angell Vpr.  26,  63.  .Promoted  to  Captain. 

Harvey  Y.  Rus.=:ell.  .June21,  62. . 

Frank  M.  Clark  . . .  .Feb.  25/64.  .Discharged  on  account  of  wound 
Oct.  19,  64. 

FaI.  D.  Yan^Vinklo.Feb.  25,64.  .Promoted  to  Captain. 

Win.  H.  :sronk Apr.  14; 64.  .Died,  May  28  64,  of  wound  re- 
ceived at  Laurel  Hill.  Ya. 

IJernard  Brady Sept.  10  64.  .  Mustered  out,  June  30  65.  died 

in  X^ew  York,  1865. 

Sanuu'l  Miiii\fs Apr.  18/65.  .Mustered  out.  June  30_  65. 

AVni.  F.  Beers .Nfay  11,  64. .  Promoted  to  Quartermaster. 

D.  S.  Gilki.son .\pr.  18  65.  ..Mu^tt^cd  out,  June  30  65. 

Geo.  W.  llalstead . . .  Feb.  25  64. . 

Harvey  Curtis Sept.  10/64.  .Mustered  out.  June  30/65. 

Albert  C.  Ki-l.y Dee.  30/64. .  Di-cbargcd,  .May  365. 

■^Ileury  A.  Bot^n^rd  ..Ian.  29/65.  ..Mustered  out.  June  30  65. 


•^IMwardH.'l'aylo 
*Michael  Met/.ger 
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*Leroy  "Williams Mch.  18/65.  .Mustered  out,  June  30/65. 

♦Joseph  Clapsaddle.. 

Second  -  Lieutenants. 

Frank  M.  Clark Apr.  26/03.  .Promoted  to  First-Lieut. 

Ed.  D.  Villi  Winkle. 

Michael  Kcegan "  .  .Absent  without  leave. 

Geo.  W.  Halstead ...         "  .  .Promoted  to  First-Lieut. 

George  Hackett Feb.  25/64.  .Arm   amputated.— Discharged 

May  26/65. 

Beruard  Brady Feb.  25/64.  .Promoted^to  First-Lieut. 

Underbill  J.  Covert. Sept.  10/64.  .Mustered  out,  June  30/65. 

Wm.  n.  Vanderpool         "  .  .Declined  muster. 

Samuel  Minnes Nov.  18  '64.  .Promoted  to  First-Lieut. 

D.  S.  Gilkison 

Harvey  Curtis :May  11/64.. 

Wm.  F.  Beers Feb.  25/64. .  "  " 

Charles  Eagan Apr.  18/65.  .:Mustered  out,  June  30/65. 

Francis  L.  ^lead  ..."  . .  "  " 

Wm.  N.  Skidmore.  .Sept. 10/64. . 

*Wm.  A.  George Aug.25/64. .  "  " 

*Chas.  T.  15elian  . .  .  .Jan.  29/65. . 

*Eugene  K.  Sasxe Mch.  18/65. .  "  " 


OFFICERS  AND  ENLISTED  MEN 

BOEXE    ON    THE     RoLLS     AT    THE     MusTER-OuT, 
JUXE    30,    18  Go. 


FiKi.D  .vND  Staff. 

Col.  Joel  B.  Bak.r.  Ad.jt.  Chas.  W.  Ci.wlan. 

Lieut.-Col.  (uor-e  F.  Ilopptr.  Q.  .M.  Wm.  F.  V>rvv<. 

Maj.  Anthony  S.  Woods.  Chap.  Joshua  Ciuk. 

Surg.  Robert  O.  Cmig.        Asst.-Surg.  Chas.  H.  Baker. 
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NON-COMMISSrONED   STAFF. 

Sergt.-Maj.  Thos.  F.  ^McFarland. 
Q.M.Sergt.  Gerald  Brenaii.  Prin.-Mus.  Edw.  De  Xoyelles. 

Com.  Sergt.  Richard  Groves.       Hosp.-Stew.  ^licbael  Brennan. 


Company  A. 


Ist-Lieut.  Gilkison,  D.  S. 
2d-Lieut.  Eagan,  Charles. 
Ist-Sergt.  Rice,  John. 
Sergt.  Clark,  Patrick. 

"      O'Hara,  John. 
Corp.  Gration,  Joseph. 

"      Carroll,  George. 

"      Allen,  Christopher. 

"      Peterson,  Daniel  S. 

"      Kelly,  John  J. 

"      Williams,  Charles. 

"      Nelson,  Anthony. 

"      Page,  William. 
Private  Bennett,  JuU\is. 

"      Barber,  Stephen. 

"      Bush,  George  D. 

"       Benjamin,  Herman. 

"      Brown,  L'^aac. 

"      Bates,  Thon\a~i. 

"      Broad,  Charles. 

"       Crower,  Jolm. 

"      Camps,  Edwin  F. 

"       Collins,  James. 

"       Corkey,  Timothy. 

"      Coleman,  Aslur  F. 

"       Coleman,  Alfred. 

"       Clevland.  Hewen. 

"       Dwyer,  Patrick. 

"      Daily,  Patiirk 

Dunli'avy,  P:itrii  k. 

"       Donclly,  Edward. 


Private  Dark,  George. 
"       Eustace,  Joshua. 
"       Euwins,  James  R. 
"      Ford,  Charles  W. 
•'       Gnow,  Ilenry. 
•'       Holliday.  David. 
"       Henderson,  liobert. 
"       Hamilton,  Stephen  H. 

Hamilton,  William  H. 
"       Harrington,  Daniel. 
"       Inman,  George. 
"       Jones,  Edward. 
"       Kimball,  George  J. 
"      Kelly,  James. 
"       Knee,  John. 
"       Kuiiy,  John. 
"      Kramer,  Joseph. 
"       Lanfair,  Andrew  J. 
"       ^liller,  James. 

Miller,  Jacob. 
"       !N[cCusker,  John. 
•'      JlcCue,  Michael. 
"      ^IcGuire,  Francis. 
"      McCabe,  Terence. 

Ree.se,  WilliaTu  H. 
•'      Reynolds,  William. 

Rose,  Henry. 
"       Scharff,  BeriK.rd. 
•'       Sal>bury,  D:.vid  K. 

Sheldon.  David 
"      Vau  liuuth.  Jdlm. 
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Private  "Weir,  Gcori;e. 
*'      "Woodruff,  George. 
"       'V\'illiam.s,  Robert  C. 
"      "Williams  Titus. 


Private  Williams.  John. 
"      "Wescott,  William. 
"      Deliaumel,  Julius. 
"      Riley,  Peter. 


Capt.  Van  Winkle,  E.  D. 
Ist-Lieut.  Taylor,  Edward  H. 
2d-Lieut.  Covert,  U.  J. 
Ist-Sergt.  Johnson,  William  11. 
Sergt.  0'>;eil,  James. 
"      Rejmolds,  James. 
Campbell,  Peter. 
Coiinery,  Michael. 
Corp.  Fields,  Theodore. 
"      Mcintosh,  Jones. 
"      Stokes,  Henry. 
"      Siegle.  Jacob'. 
Private  Adams,  Julius. 
"      Ash,  John. 
"      Burke.  Michael. 
"       Bones,  Michael. 
"       Bones,  William. 
"       Brewer.  John. 
"       Crawford,  Norman  L. 
*'      Corcoran,  .Tames. 
"      Furtherew,  Joseph. 
"      Francisco,  Ashley. 
"      Foyer,  George. 
"       Foster,  .Joli!i  H. 
•'       Gibson,  John. 
"       Gabbleman,  Charles. 
"       Harwood,  Walter. 
"       ITen!U'-sy,  Joscjih. 
Hunt,  ( V^''!!. 
Harvey.  (.  J. 
"      Hood,  Horace. 


Company  B. 

Private 


Helbig,  John. 
Holtsbaum,  Adam. 
June,  William  H. 
Kent,  H.  S. 
Kenny,  William. 
Kregler,  William. 
Keenan,  James. 
Kunzel,  Robert. 
Luyster,  Theodore. 
Lottau,  Isaac. 
Lehster,  August. 
Lynch,  John. 
Moe,  Francis  A. 
Mandeville,  E. 
McCloud.  John. 
McCarty,  James. 
Mugge,  Charles. 
Murphy,  John. 
Mungly,  Patrick. 
Murphy,  ^lichael. 
Marten.  Patrick. 
Nugent.  Patrick. 
O'Brien.  Thomas. 
Patner,  John. 
Perrod,  Jo-eph. 
Rabbit.  John. 
Scott,  Fuller  W. 
Smith,  Robert. 
Soli,  Robert. 
Sweeney,  Ptter. 
Schmidth,  William. 
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Private  Slater,  George  G. 
"      Torney,  John. 
"      Thompson,  James. 
"      True,  John. 
"      Vantrank,  Christian. 


Priv 


ate  "Wilhemus,  Frank. 
'       Whitman,  Herman. 

•  Widdis,  Thomas. 

•  Walker,  Charles. 
'      Tongzblut,  Paul. 


Company  C. 


Capt.  Field,  Putnam. 
Ist-Lieut.  Minnes,  Samuel. 
2d-Lieut.  Keegan,  ]\[ichael. 
Ist-Sergt.  Coleman,  John. 

"      O'SuUivan,  Patrick. 
Corp.  Bums,  James. 

"      Robare,  Alt)ert. 

"      Gardiner,  Henry. 

"      Leonard,  George  E. 

"      Brown,  James. 

'«      Benson,  Luther. 
Private  Bailey,  James. 

"       Butler,  Micliael. 

"       Burks,  Michael. 

"       Bnien,  Michael. 

"       Brown,  John. 

"      Brandt,  William. 

"      Brown,  David. 

"      Cunningham,  Peter. 

"       Caplan,  Caspar  E. 

"      Crotty,  William. 

'*       Clay,  James. 

"       Cummings,  J.  P. 

"       Cumming.-.,  J.  F. 

"       Clark,  George. 

'*       Cavenaugh,  James. 

"       Colbath,  John. 

"       Cudul.acii,  Kly. 

"       Cununiuirs,  Patrick. 

"       Colweil,  Samuel. 

"      Davie,  William  B. 


Private  Dunnicliff,  William. 

"  Douglas,  Thomas. 

"  Davis,  John  W. 

"  Derby,  Abe. 

"  Ford,  Wriber. 

"  Furnival,  George. 

"  Glover,  Joseph. 

"  Hammerstein,  Edward. 

"  Holzmeier,  .John. 

"  Hannigan,  Peter. 

"  Haines,  Fre<ierick. 

"  Hare,  Michael. 

"  Kinney,  George. 

"  Lewis.  Usa. 

"  Lynn,  Arthur. 

"  Lecount,  Denis. 

"  Lecount,  Francis. 

"  Labell,  Charles. 

"  Madison,  William. 

"  Murphy,  James. 

"  Murphy,  Patrick. 

"  Martin,  John. 

Maroney,  George. 

"  McGrath,  Michael. 

McBurnie,  Samuel. 

"  McCabe,  James. 

"  Nixon,  John. 

"  O'Uourke,  .Fohn. 

"  Pattcr>on,  .lohn. 

Plappcrt,  William. 

"  Pettis,  Garry. 
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Private  Reamer,  John. 
"      Robinson,  David. 
"      Shafer,  Theodore. 
"      Springsteele.  Joseph  H. 
"   ■  Stapleton,  James. 
•'      Shafer,  Lewis  G. 


Private  Thayer,  Peter. 
"      Tucker,  Charles. 
"      Waltz,  Henry. 

Wright,  Albert. 
"       Wright,  Benjamin  D. 
"      Waring,  George. 


Company  E. 


Capt.  LaFiura,  Jos. 
Ist-Lieut.  Brady,  Bernard. 
2d-Lieut.  ]\Iead,  Francis  L. 
Ist-Sergt.  Grosvenor,  Levi. 

"      Mulligan,  James. 

"      Ennis,  John. 

"      Irish,  George  F. 

"      Clemens,  Robert. 
'Corp.  Fitch,  James. 

"       Clubb,  Andrew. 

"       Stoddard,  George  W. 

"      Dreat,  Emile. 

"       Newry,  Augustus  G. 

"      Burke,  William  P. 

"       Shindler,  Gaspar. 
Private  Armstrong,  George  F. 

"      Bartlemy,  Godfrey. 

"      Baptiste,  Ro(iue. 

"      Baptiste,  Roger  I. 

"      Bickley,  Henry. 

"       Balfabone,  Valentine. 

"      Burrell,  James. 

"      Brown,  William  H. 

"       Caynet,  Isudore. 

"       Cook,  AnllK>ny. 

"       Carpenter,  William. 

"       C'aic.x.  Anmy. 

"       CoojH'r,  .lolin. 


Private  Cordoza,  Pasqua. 

"  Clark,  John. 

"  Cook,  Samuel. 

"  Chase,  Waldo  K. 

"  Dunn,  Michael. 

"  Dieciniere,  Ambrosia. 

"  Davinson,  John  L. 

"  Fox,  James. 

"  Furnace,  James. 

"  Gill,  James. 

"  Goodman,  James. 

"  Guilfayer,  Patrick. 

"  Granger,  John. 

"  Gokey,  John. 

"  Haggerty,  Robert. 

"  Johnson,  Charles. 

"  Kenney,  ilichael, 

"  Kinsler,  Robert. 

"  Linskley,  Martin. 

"  Labrick,  John. 

"  ilcClelland.  John. 

"  MuUaley.  Thomas. 

3Iui-phy,  John. 

"  Nolan,  Joseph  W. 

"  Nevill,  John. 

O'Laughlin,  Patrick. 

"  Peyton,  Joim. 

'•  *Pierre,  Petit. 


•  Reported  upon  muster 
nil  the  end  of  hostiliticN. 


It  roll  js  killed  at  Wild-rness 
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Private  O'Brien,  Patrick. 

*'  Penney,  Charles  E. 

"  Percy,  Francis. 

"  Quiulivin,  William. 

"  Quinn,  John. 

"  Rotiers,  Eugene. 

"  Ruster,  Charles. 

'•  Robbert,  Peter. 

"  Riley,  George  A.    • 


Private  Smith,  Charles  G. 
"       Sullivan.  Maurice  O. 

Smith,  Thomas. 
"       Struyck,  Jacob. 
"      Solomon,  Alexander. 
"      Thomas,  Charles. 
"      Van  Winkle,  Tunis. 
"      "VVilcox,  James. 
"      Weeks,  James. 


C0MP.\JS'Y   F. 


Ist-Lieut.  Curtis,  Hai-vey. 
2d-Lieut.  Skidmore,  Wm.  X. 
Ist-Sergt.  Read,  Charles. 

''      Mulholland,  Daniel. 

"      Carpenter,  Cyrus  B. 

"       Robinson,  Wesley. 

"      Lasher,  Edwin. 
Corp.  Snyder.  Henry. 

"      Schumacher,  Axel. 

"      McConnell,  George. 

"      Gay,  James. 

"       Harding,  Horace  I. 

"       Wanson,  William. 
Private  Artwright,  William. 

"      Addison,  Thomas. 

"      Arb,  Joseph. 

"       Arrant.  Charles. 

"       Baker,  Frank. 

"       Bisson,  John. 

"       Brown,  George  F. 

"       Brink,  Jolin. 

"      Baker,  Stephen. 

"       Bowcn,  Charles. 
lUack.  KulKTt. 

"      Boolier,  John  P. 


Private  Barker,  William. 

"  .  Brown,  William  G. 

"  Carr,  John. 

"  Dempsey,  Michael. 

•'  Dochgall.  Frank. 

"  Dunn,  David. 

"  Donnelly,  .Tames. 

Emerick.  Joseph. 

"  Esenweine,  George. 

"  Ewt-n,  Hugh. 

"  Farvie,  John. 

"  Gaynor,  William. 

"  Gotlieb,  William. 

"  Gregg.  David. 

"  Hall.  :Martin. 

"  Hass,  William. 

'*  Harnold,  Jacob. 

"  Hays,  Michael. 

Hays,  Timothy. 

"  Hike,  George. 

"  Hill,  Jamrs.I.) 

"  Hill,  James  (H.) 

■'  Hillnum,  A. 

"  IltoiR',  H<rman. 

"  .Tockn-ns,  Hernard. 


)  K 
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Private  Kirby,  Dennis. 

"  Lackey,  John. 

"  McCann,  Owen. 

"  McCheeney,  John. 

"  McFarland,  John. 

"  Mulligan,  James. 

"  Monahan,  Thomas. 

"  Myers,  Martin. 

"  Noonan,  Michael. 

"  O'Brien,  John. 

"  O'Neil,  Charles. 

"  O'Neil,  Thomas. 

"  Parr,  Henry. 

"  Pendergrast,  Edward. 

"  Rodgers,  Patrick. 

"  Rowland,  Samuel. 


Private  Schultz,  Carl. 

"  Schelhoru,  Gustave. 

"  Seigle,  Charles. 

"  Smith,  Jacob. 

Scott,  William. 

"  Yirder,  Frank. 

"  Walter,  William  S. 

"  Weaver,  George  W. 

"  White,  William  H. 

"  Williams,  Charles. 

"  Winterfield,  Edward. 

'*  Yeamans,  Albert. 

"  Zwick,  George. 

"  Zwick,  Philip. 

"  Weldon,  Edwin  S. 


Companies  G,  H,  I  akd  K 

■were  composed  of  officers  and  men  transferred  from  the  8th  New 
Tork  Heavy  Artillei7  a  few  weeks  previous  to  the  tinal  muster 
out  and  are  not  included  in  this  AppendLx:. 


DEATHS,  MISSING  IX  ACTION,   DISCHARGES 
AND  TRANSFERS  A3I0NG  ENLISTED  MEN. 


NOX-COMMISSIONED    StAFF. 

Deaths. 

Q.-M.Sergt.Sprague,  E(i"ii  H..  .Died  of  scorbutis  while  in  prison 
at  Andersonvillo,  Ga.,  Aug.  10/04. 

Hosp.-Stew.  Bhihe,  Geo.  II Died  on  steamer  Caspar,  en  route 

to  hospital,  N.Y.,  June  U/64. 
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Discharged. 
Coiii.-Sergt.  Keaae,  Hugh  V.. .  .June  8/G5,  per  G.  O.  No.  2G,  A.  P. 

^^        .  ^^Transferred. 

Sergt.-Maj.  Covert,  Underhill  J.  Promoted  to  2d-Lieut.,  Oct.  13/64. 
Mead,  Francis L....  "  "  May 26/65. 

CorPANY  A. 

Deaths. 

Ist-Sergt.  Ilanigan,  John Killed  at  Wilderness,  May  G/G."). 

Private  Alcock,  Arthur  O.  .  ..June  4  64,  of  wounds  received  at 
Spottsylvania,  May  10/64. 

"      Banks,  Elias  H June  2S/G4,  of  wounds  received  at 

Cold  Harbor,  June  3/64. 

"      Dillon,  William Wounded  at  Cold  Harbor.— Died 

June  13/64. 

"      Doremus,  David  T..  .Killed  at  Cold  Harbor,  June  3/64. 

"      McGill,  David "        Getlysburs:.  July  3/63. 

"      McMaiius,  John Nov.  2S/H4,  of  wounds  received  at 

Petersburg,  Nov.  20/64. 

"      Smith,  James Nov.  30/64,  of  typhoid  fever,  while 

on  furlough. 

'•      Wait,  John (?)  Nov.  28/64,  wo>inded  at  Peters- 
burg. Nov.  26/64. 

•'      Wright,  CJeorge (?)  Oct.  20/64,  wounded  at  Peters- 
burg, Oct.  19/64. 

"      Chace,  Jesse  W Killed  at  Wildernciss,  May  6/64. 

Discliarges. 

Ist-Sergt.  Skidmore,  Wm  N.  .  .For  promotion,  per  S.  O.  No.  260, 
Oct.  14/64. 
Sergt.  Tosvnsend,  .[ohn  ....By  expiration  of  term  of  service, 
"a p.  27/64. 

"       Early,  Wm func    f<,  (;.!,  mu.stered  out. 

"       Murpliv.  Win .fun.      '.t/i'.t. 

"       McBride  .ftihn Nov.  16/64. 

"      Brady,  John June    9/65,  " 
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Sergt.  Merritt,  Ezra June    8/65,  mustered  out. 

"       Brady,  Thomas "  " 

Corp.  Murray,  Peter Ap.    14/64, 

"      McDonald,  Daniel..  .Mar.    6/65,  for  promotion. 

"      Lewis,  George May     3/64,  by  telegram  from  A. 

G.  O. 

Private  Anderson,  John Oct.     8/64,  V)y  expiration  of  term 

of  service. 

"      Burman,  James June   7/65,  per  G.  O.  No.  25,  A.  P. 

"      Burtill,  Huss June    8/65,  mustered  out. 

"       Bartlett,  Wm "  " 

"     ■  Bentley,  Franklin  ...  "  "    ' 

'•       Bouler,  Xelson "  " 

"      Cook,  George .Oct.     9/64,  by  e.^cpiration  of  term 

of  service. 
"      Campbell,  Wm.  F.  .  .Mar.    3/64,  for  disability. 
"  •   Curtis,  Alexander  . .  .June    8/65,  mustered  out. 

"      Dwyer,  Bernard Deserted,  Aug.  oO/(i2. —  Dishonor- 

•  ably  discharged  for  disability. 

"      Feliman,  Levi Mar.  1'2/G5,  for  disability. 

"       Gough,  Joseph Ap.  24/64,  by  transfer  enlistment 

in  U.  S.  Navy. 

Gilson,  Wm.  II Ap.  20/64,  for  disability. 

"      Gorley,  Thomas.   . .  .June  8/65  mustered  out. 
"      Hendrickson,  John . .         "  " 

"       Hart,  William 

Musician  Mills,  George Oct  10/64,  by  expiration  of  term 

of  service. 
Private  !\rerritt,  AVm.  E.  .  . .  .June    S/cr). 

'*      Munday,  Lewis Tune  21/05,  for  di>al)ility. 

"      ]Martin,  Henry Tune    8/65. 

"      !Myers,  George May  22/65,  from  Lincoln  Hospital, 

May  22,  65. 

"       Oliver,  Is:iac -. . .  .  Ap.    20/64,  by  transfer  to  U.  S.  >'. 

"       0'N(  ill,  James Xov.  16  '64,  by  expiration  of  term 

of  service. 

Pratt,  Nathan May   :?/65.    by   ttUnram    from    A. 

G.  O. 
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Private  Queen,  John. Ap.    13/64,  by  expiration  of  term 

of  service. 

"      Rose,  Matliew  .J Mar.    8,  64,  for  disability. 

"      Saxton,  Jolin  "W Jan.     7/65,  by  expiration  of  term 

of  service. 
"      Scully,  James Mar.    9/64,  for  promotion  to  Corp.s 

d'Afrique. 
"      Sullivan,  Nicholas..  .Nov.  14/64,  by  expiration  of  term 

of  service. 
"      Stilman,  William Oct.  18/64,  by  expiration  of  term 

of  seri'ice. 

"      Salsego,  John June  8/64,  mustered  out. 

"      Shaw,  Charles "  " 

"       Stilman,  Richard. ..  .  "  " 

"       Scott,  Aaron "  " 

"      Thompson,  John ....  "  " 

"      Tierney,  Henry "  " 

"       Whittier,  William.  .  .  "  " 

"      Wilcox,  Alfred 

"       Zimmeriiiaii,  Chua.  .  .^la}-  31  6.J,    in    compliance    with 

(i.  o. 

"      Rafferty,  James May  31/65. 

TrauKferred. 

Corp.  Phillips,  George To  Co.  F,  Apr.  10/64. 

Private  Burk,  Michael "         ''      May    3/64. 

"       Curtis,  Harvey "  '*  " 

"      DeNoyellcs,  Edward,   "    Non-com.  Staff,  Nov.  1/64. 

"      Grosvt-nor,  Levi "    Co.  E,  April  'J/64. 

•'      Herder,  Fred.  J "    V.  R.  C,  Nov.  16/64. 

•*      Hunter,  Charles "    Co.  E,  March  25  64. 

"      McQuide,  Michael. . .  "    W  R.  C,  Sept.  3/63,  per  S.  O. 
263,  War  Dept. 

"      Mead,  Francis  L To  Co.  F,  May  3/64. 

"       ]^Iinnes,  Samuel 

"       McDonaKl.  Chrisl'r.  .To    V.  R.  C,  June  15/65,   per  in- 
structions from  AVar  Dept. 

'*      Sprague,  Edwin  H,.  .To  Noacom.  Staff,  April  2'J/63. 
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Private  Purtell,  William To  V.  E.  C,  Jan.  5/65. 

"       Shrugland,  Patrick..  "    Co.  F,  May  3/64. 

C0MPA>!T   B. 

Deaths. 

Ist-Sergt.  Carroll,  Timothy May  lG/64,  of  wounds  received  at 

Laurel  Hill,  May  10/64. 
"        Harrison,  Edward  . .  .May  23/04.  of  wounds  received  at 
Laurel  Hill. 

Private  Decker,  Erne.-^t Killed  at  Laurel  Hill,  May  10/64. 

"      Elliott,  Wm.  J June  10,  04,  of  wounds  received  at 

Cold  Harbor,  June  6/64. 
'•       Faulkner,  Thomas. .  .Nov.  11  64,  at  City  Point  Hospital. 

"       Fisher,  William Dec.  12/64,  at  Ladies'  Home  Hosp. 

'*       Kennedy,  Samuel  . .  .Sept.  2/64,  at  Washington. 

"       Sparks,  Elijah Aug.  27/64,   while   a  prisoner  of 

war,  at  Andersonville. 

Missing  in  Action. 

Private  Brown,  John May  6/64. 

"      Jergen,  August May  12/64. 

Discharges. 

Ist-Sergt. McDowell,  James  . .  .May  17/65,  per  G.  O.  No.  26,  A.  P. 

"         Sirene,  Valentine :May3,  66,  at  Whitehall  G.Ho.^pital, 

per  direction  from  War  Dept. 
"         Gallagher,  John  M.  .  .Mch.  22  04,  by  expiration  of  term 
of  service. 

Graff,  Francis May   17  05,  per  G.  O.  No.  26.  A.  P. 

"         Murphy,  John April  18,,  64,  by  expiration  of  term 

of  service. 

"        Snediker,  M.  V April  IS  64,  by  expiration  of  tenn 

of  service. 
WiM(  y.  Anil. ruse  S.  .May    14  0.1,  per  G.  O.  No.  26,  A.  P. 

Sergt.  Cain,  Harrisun Mch.  10,,  64,  by  expiration  of  term 

of  service. 


APPENDIX. DEATHS,    DISCHARGES,    &C.  423 

Corp.  Whiting,  Bradf'd  A..Mch.  20/65,  by  expiration  of  term 

of  service. 

"      Kelly,  Michael May  17/t)5,  per  G.  O.  No.  26,  A.  P. 

"      Dunn,  Tlionias "  "  " 

Private  Bogle,  Peter Sept.  19/64,  by  expiration  of  term 

of  service. 

"      Prown,  James Per  G.  O.  War  Dept. 

"      Brady,  Michael  J.  . .  .May  17/65,  per  G.  O.  No.  26,  A.  P. 
"      Commerford,  James  .July  13/64,  on  surgeon's  certiticate, 

wounded. 
'«      Campbell,  Thomas  .  .April  18,  64,  by  expiration  of  term 

of  service. 
"      Coogan,  Patrick May  3  65,  at  Whitehall  G.  Ho.-^pital, 

per  direction  from  War  Dept. 
"      Congdon,  Wallace. .  .May  17,  65,  per  G.  O.  No.  26,  A.  P. 

"      Cook,  Andrew "  "  " 

"      Flynn,  Patrick  H.  . . .  Per  G.  O.  No.  77,  War  Dept. 
"      Fairchild,  Byron  . . .  .May  17/65,  per  G.  O.  No.  26,  A.  P. 
"      Gobright,  John  C.  . . .  "  "  " 

"      Golding,  Stephen Jan.  31/65,  on  surgeon's  certificate 

of  disability. 
"      Griramerson,  Robt..  .May  17/65,  per  G.  O.  No.  26,  A.  P. 

"      Gross,  Lewis Nov.  15/64,  per  order  Sec.  of  War. 

"      Hughes.  James  P.  . .  .On  surgeon's  certificate  disability. 

"      Hicks.  George May   17/65,  per  G.  O.  No.  26,  A.  P. 

"      Hennesy,  Henry April  20/74,  on  surgeon's  certiticate 

of  disability. 
"      Hildebrant,  Duane  .  .May  17,  65,  per  G.  O.  No.  26.  A.  P. 

"      Hays,  Mat  hew "  " 

"      HatchcU,  Otto 

"      Heckler,  Charles  . . . .  " 

"      Jones,  Joel "  "  " 

"      Kay,  Joseph  W "  "  " 

"      Larason,  Edw.  D Vpl.  26,  63,  U.  S.  G.  Hospital.Wash- 

ington. 
"      McDowell,  Francis  .  .May  17,  65,  ]Kr  G.  O.  No.  26,  A.  P. 
"      Mayer,  Daniel Mch.  10,  64,  by  expiration  of  term 

of  service. 


424  THE    NATIONAL    ZOUAVES. 

Private  Munckler,  Gustave  .  .May  17/65,  per  G.  O.  Xo.  26,  A.  P. 
, "      Parego,  Samuel •'  "  " 

"      Piatt,  Charles  F Nov.  10/64,  by  expiration  of  term 

of  service. 

"  •  Parry,  William From  U.  S.  G.  Hospital,  Ft.  Schuy- 
ler, by  order  of  Gen.  Dix. 

"      Rhinebardt,  Daniel  .  .May  17/65,  per  G.  O.  No.  26,  A.  P. 

"  Suediker,  Edward  . .  .Nov.  15/64,  by  expiration  of  term 
of  sei-^"ice. 

"      Scott,  Garrett  F Oct.  7/64,  by  expiration   of  term 

of  ser\-ice. 

"      Talbot,  Samuel May  17,  65,  per  G.  O.  No.  26,  A.  P. 

"  "Whistenlieifer,  J.  31. .  From  hospital  in  ^yashington,  noti- 
fication lost. 

"      Zeltman,  Albert May  17/65,  per  G.  O.  No.  26,  A.  P. 

•'      Burke,  Richard In  compliance  with  directions  from 

War  Dept. 

TVansf erred. 

Sergt.  Hackctt,  George To  Co.  A,  as  Lieut.,  ]NIcli.    3,  64. 

"      Keane,  Hugh  V To  Non-com.  Stall',  April  28,  64. 

"       Groves,  Riciianl "  " 

Corp.  Strap,  Lawrence To  V.  R.  C,  per  G.  O.  War  Dept. 

Private  Bessin,  Frederick Apl.  27  64,  per  S.  O.  Headquarters 

10th  N.  Y.  S.  Vols. 
"      Botty,  Alfred Apl.  27  64,  per  S.  O.  Headquarters 

10th  N.  Y.  S.  Vols. 

"       Carroll,  John To  V.  R.  C. 

"      Dougherty,  Charles.  .Jan.  10  05,  to  V.  R.  C,  per  order 

"War  Dept. 

'^      Felix,  Thomas To  Co.  E. 

"       Guide,  John To  U.  S.  Navy,  by  order  Sec.  War. 

"       Gudwin,  James To  Co.  E. 

"       Gallagher,  Francis. .  .To  20th  Regt.,  V.  R.  C. 

"       Hack.tt,  William.  .  .  ..Inly  IS,  64,  to  V.  R.  (".,  per  G.  O. 

No.  11,  War  Dipt. 
"      Hcndrick.s  Wm.  F.  .  ..Inly  IS  (U,  to  V.  H.  C.  i.er  G.  U. 

War  Dept. 
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Private  Honor,  Poupard To  Co.  E. 

"      Martin,  Timothy  ...  .To  V.  R.  C,  per  G.  O.  No.  358,  War 

Dept.,  /G4. 
"      Miller,  Thomas To  V.  R.  C,  per  G.  O.  Xo.  358,  War 

Dept.,  /64. 
"      ^laurice,  Eugene  ...  .To  Co.  E. 
*'      Penney,  Cliarles  E.  . .         " 
"      Rolland,  Charles June  15,  05,  to  13th  N.  Y.  Cavalry, 

per  S.  O.  No.  130,  A.  P. 


Company  C. 


Deaths. 


Sergt.  Chase,  George  P.  . . , 

"      Turner,  John 

Corp.  Hanmiett,  And'w  S. 
"  Reynolds,  Geo.  W. . 
"      Shcehan,  ^lichael.. . 

"      Burke,  John 

Private  Bruso,  George 

"       Bickford,  Henry  C. 


"       Condon,  John 

"      Dickzeske,  Charles. 


Durkin,  Patrick. 


"  Eastman,  William. . 

"  Fowenicr.  David  .  .  . 

"  Gahagan,  Thomas. . 

"      Howard,  Lura 

"  Johnstone,  Hyatt. . . 


"       I.eavy,  Daniel. . . 
"       McQueen,  Charl-. 


Killed  at  Cold  Harbor,  June  4/64. 
Wilderness,     May    6,.  64. 

"        Cold  Harbor,  June  5/64. 

Spottsylv'a.     :May  10/64. 

Hospital,  Washington,  :Mar.  29  65. 

Killed  near  Petersburg,  Nov.  IS,  64. 

In   Beverly   Ho.-^pital,   N.  J.,   Oct. 

9/64. 
Killed  at  Wilderness  May  6/64. 
In  field   hospital,   Morton's   Ford, 

March  21/64. 
At    Washington,   June    28  64,   of 

wounds  received  in  action,  May 

6/64. 
July   25  64,   while   a    prisoner   at 

Andersonville,  Ga. 
Killed  near  Petersburg,  Nov.  22  64. 
Sept.  15  64,  at  Lincoln  Hospital. 
Oct.  13,64,  at  City  Point  Hospital. 
Aug.   20  64,   while    a    prisoner   at 

Andersonville,  Ga. 
Dec.  3(\  64.  National  G.neral  Hos- 
pital. Baltimore. 
(Jet.  ,  tJ3,  in  Hovplial  at    Harper's 

Ferrv. 
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Private  Orlsman,  John Oct.  28/64,  Douglas  General  Hos- 
pital, Washington. 

"      Pease,  Jonathan Oct.  5/64,  in  hospital. 

"      Sherry,  [Nicholas Killed  in  front  of  Petersburg,  Dec. 

11/64. 

"  Underhill,  Augustus. May  10  64,  in  hospital,  of  wounds 
rec'd  at  Wilderness,  May  6/64. 

♦•      Zilgner,  Carl July   29,64,   while   a   prisoner   at 

Andersonville,  Ga. 

Discharges. 

Ist-Sergt.  Vanderpool,  Wm.  H.  .Oct.  27,  64,  by  expiration  of  term 
of  service. 

"      Bertholf,  Wm.  U June  9/65,  by  G.  O.  No.  26,  A.  P. 

"      Preston,  Patrick June  9/65,  by  G.  O.  War  Dept. 

Corp.  Cullen,  John " 

Private  Ariel,  Eli " 

"      Butler,  Edward May  25/64,  for  disability. 

"      Birch,  Richard June  9/65. 

"      Birdsall,  Win.  H June  1/65. 

"      Butler,  Edward Jan.  18, 65,  for  disability. 

♦      "       Christian,  Ciiarlcs. .  .June  9-65. 

"      Curchin,  William  C.  .         "  ^ 

"      Crawforil,  Joseph  W.         •' 

"       Clark,  John " 

"      Dodge,  Lewis  H "  * 

"      Dickinson,  Alfred...         " 

"      Evans,  Benjamin  R..  .April  24/64,  by  expiration  of  term 

of  service. 
"      Fumival,  William. .  .June  9/65. 
"       Fowler,  Augiistus  M.         " 
"      FislKT,  William  B...         " 
"       Hughes,  Edward  F...         " 

"    "Holland,  George June  3/65. 

"       Kelly,  John  (I.) Tune  9  65. 

"       Kelly,  Juim  (II.) .May  19/65. 

"      Kaizer,  George June  9,65. 

"      Lyons,  John " 
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Private  McCoy,  William June  9/65. 

"      Matthews,  diaries. .  .Expiration  of  term  of  service. 

"      Sheridan,  Thomas ...  At  Convalescent  Camp. 

"      Seigler,  Andre^Y Oct. /G3,  from  Hospital,  Harper's 

Ferry. 

"      Spratt,  Daniel June  9/65. 

"      Tiffney,  John April    /64,  for  disability. 

.      "      Waha,"  Mathias May  30/05,  by  G.  O.  War  Dept. 

Transferred. 

Ist-Sergt.  Brady,  Bernard Promoted  to  2d-Lieut.,  and  trans- 
ferred to  Co.  D,  June  7/64. 
"      Gilkison,  Dugald Promoted  to  Ist-Sergt.,  and  trans- 
ferred to  Co.  D,  Sept.  10/64. 
"      Egan,  Charles Promoted  to  2d-Lieut.,  and  trans- 
ferred to  Co.  A,  May  24/65. 
Private  Barrett,  Stephen  ...  .To  U.  S.  N.,  Feb.  29/64,  by  G.  0. 

"      Cleary,  Edward To  Co.  E,  April  30/64. 

"       Cordoza,  Perdosquia.       "        E,  " 

"       Cayer,  John "        E, 

"      Dreat,  Emilc "       E, 

"      Dunn,  Charles  D "        F,  May    3/04. 

"      Feldmann,  Adelbert  .       "        E,  Apr.  30,  64. 

"      King,  Peter To  Invalid  Corps,  G.  O.  807,  War 

Dept. 

•'      Kehoe,  Peter To  Co.  F,  May  3  64. 

"      Mellison,  James To  Invalid  Corps,  G.  O.  307,  War 

Dept. 

"      Mullaly,  Thomas To  Co.  E,  April  30/64. 

"      McMahon,  Timothy  .      "       E, 

"      ileeks,  John "        F,  " 

"       O'Connor,  Jereniiali  .To  Invalid  Corps,  July  1/63. 
"      0-Brieii,  Patrick  .  . .  .To  Co.  E,  April  30,  64. 

"       Reed,  Charles  H "        F,  May  3/64. 

"       Ryan.  Michael To  Invalid  Corps,  .May  20/65. 

'•       Salsedo,  Francisco, .  .To  Co.  E.  April  30/04. 

•'      Sullivan,  D.miel "       E, 

"      Vanranst,  John "       A.Oct.    30,64. 
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Private  Wade,  William To  U.  S.  Xavy,  Feb.  29  B4,  by  G.  O. 

"      Brennan,  Micliael Promoted  to  regimental  Hos.-Stew., 

Xen-com.  Staff,  June  23/65. 


Compact  D. 

Deaths. 

Sergt.  Wheeler,  William  . .  .Killed  at  Spottsj-lvania,  May  12/64. 

Corp.  Hoose,  Reuben  W March  12/6.5,  of  wounds  received 

at  Boydton  Plank  Road. 
Private  Crozier,  Henry Killed  at  Wilderness.  May  6/64. 

"      Dudgeon,  John  V.  .  .March  24  65,  disea.se  of  heart,  at 
Camp  Hatcher's  Run. 

"      Gallivan,  Patrick Apr.  13,  65,  from -wounds  accident- 
ally received  at  Burksville. 

"      Johnson,  Samuel Killed  at  Wilderness,  May  6  64. 

"      McCormick,  John  T. .  Killed  at  Gettysburg,  July  3/63. 

"      Morris,  Samuel Dec.  27/64,  at  Annapolis,  of  dis- 
ease contracted  in  Rebel  prisons. 

"      Moore,  Anson Oct.   24  64,   of    Tv-ounds    received 

near  Petersburg. 

"      Weiner,  Newman  . .  .Sept.  19,  — ,  from  wounds  received 
at  Ream's  Station. 

"      Murray,  William June  7  >j5,  at  field  hospital,  trans- 
ferred from  8th  X.  Y.  H.  A. 

Missing  in  Actuiji. 

Private  Fitzpatrick,  Patrick.  .Oct.  27,  64.  at  Boydton  Plank  Road. 

Overland,  Levi Vug.  15  64,  transferred   from  8th 

X.  Y.  H.  A. 

Discharges. 

Sergt.  Smith,  Edward Oct.  10  64,  by  expiration  of  term 

of  service. 
Mathews,  Mich:i-,1 Iiuie  9  im,  per  C.  O.  Xo.  26,  A.  P. 

Corp.  WoodrnlT,  Thomas  ..Oct.  7  64,  expiration  of  term  of  ser- 
vice. 
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Private  Quinn,  William June  9/65,  per  G.  O.  Xo.  26,  A.  P. 

"      Jones,  Thomas "  "  '« 

"       Harbor,  John  A "  "  " 

"      Grey,  George  W "  '«  '« 

Private  Boyle,  Thomas June  12/6o,  surgeon's  certificate  of 

disability. 
"      Borgness,  Edward. .  .June  9/60,  per  G.  0.  Xo.  26,  A.  P. 
"       Blowers,  ]Moaes  A . .  .         "  "  " 

"      Brown,  "William Feb.  20/65,  l)y  reason  G.  C.  M. 

"      Cubbitt,  James "  "  " 

"      Cowan,  Francis June  9,  65,  per  G.  O.  Xo.  26,  A.  P. 

"      Cunningham,  John..         "  "  " 

"      Carroll,  Dennis  J "  "  " 

"      Darnington,  Chas "  "  «' 

"      Flnnegan,  John '♦  "  " 

"      Finley,  John "  "  •« 

"      Foster,  Patrick Feb.  3/65,  expiration  of  term  of  ser- 
vice. 
"      Gappciski,Ludovic  .  .June  9,  65,  per  G.  O.  Xo.  26,  A.  P. 

"      Henry,  John  C "  "  « 

"      Hatton,  James "  "  "■■ 

"      Halstead,  Andrew  J. .  Aug.  27/  6:^.  on  surgeon's  certificate 
of  disability. 

-   "      Kerny,  Joseph June  9/65,  per  G.  O.  Xo.  26,  A.  P. 

"       Kilpatrick,  Sanuiel .  .         •'  "  " 

"       Kerny,  Patrick "  »  " 

"       Lewis,  Jacob  B "  "  *« 

"      Leeds,  James "  "  •< 

"      Lowe,  Albert June  5  65,  per  G.  O.  Xo.  77,  A.  G. 

O..  dated  Apnl  25  65. 
"      Mitchell,  Wilson  T.. .  June  12  65,  per  ti'legntm,  A.  G.  O. 
May  'S  65. 

"      Mangin,  John June  9  (i5,  per  G.  O.  Xo.  26,  A.  P. 

"      :McGiving,  Thomas..  April  1/64,  expiration  of  term  of 
.service. 

"       Mc(;iiily,  .rolu; .lunr  ii  65,  per  (J.  O.  Xo.  26,  A.  P. 

"       Mc(;irdc-y.    Kdwanl..  ■'  •'  '  '   - 

ilcCormick,  John...         •'  44  « 

"      Organ.  Michael " 
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Private  O'Neil,  William June  9/75,  per  G.  O.  No.  26,  A.  P. 

"       Smith,  Bernard " 

"      Smith,  Abram " 

*'      Smith,  John  J Oct.  18/64,  expiration  of  term  of 

service. 
"      Smith,  Thomas Oct.  18  '63,  surgeon's  certificate  of 

disability. 
"      Sheren,  James Oct.    1/64,   expiration  of  term  of 

service. 
"      Sullivan,  James April  29,  64,  surgeon's  certificate  of 

disability. 
"      Taylor,  Andrew  E.  ..Oct.  17/63,  expiration  of  term  of 

service. 

"      Taylor,  Robert June  9/65,  per  G.  O.  No.  26,  A.  P. 

"      Tripp,  John "  " 

"      Titus,  Orlando  L.  . . .        "  "  " 

"      Wilson,  Patrick Nov.  17/64,  expiration  of  term  of 

service. 
"      Mahoney,  Timothy..  Oct.    164,  expiration  of  term  of 

service. 

Tramferred. 

Sergt.  Mayell,  Henry To  Signal  Corps,  :siarch  10/62. 

•     Corp.  Covert,  Underbill  J.  .To  Co.  F,  March  29  64. 

Private  Brown,  Geo.  F "        F,  April    24/64. 

"      Baptiste,  Rocque "       E,  April    27/64. 

"      Baptiste,  Rociiue  Jno.      "       E,  " 

"      Bartlemy,  Godfrey  . .      "       E,  " 

"      Bull,  John "       E, 

"      Cooper,  Jolin "       E,  " 

"      Campbell,  Wm.  J....      "       E, 

"      Charles,  Petit "       E, 

"      Cuynct,  Isadore "       E,  " 

"      Ferdinand,  Joseph  .  .To  U.  S.  Navy,  April  27  64. 
"       Jones.  Cornelius  S.  .  .To  ImvVI  Corps. pt-rG.O. War  Dopt. 
Jaoqueman,  Anhur.  .To  Co.  E.  April  27  64. 

Leonard,  James To  Invalid  Corps.  Sept.  16  6;]. 

"      Milholland,  Daniel  ..To  Co.  F. 
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Private  McCall,  Thomas To  U.  S.  Navj',  April  28/64. 

"      Pierre,  Petit To  Co.  E,  April  27-  64. 

"      Rottiers,  Eugene  A.. .      "       E,  " 

"      Thompson,  James  . .  .To  U.  S.  Navy,  April  28/64. 

Company  E. 

Deaths. 

Corp.  Lapage,  Edward Aug.  6/64,  of  typhoid  fever. 

Private  Bessin,  Frederick Killed  at  "Wilderness,  May  6/64. 

"      Feldman,  Adelbert  . .         "  "  " 

"      Felix,  Thomas .July  21/64,   of    wounds   received 

June  5,  64. 

"      Egan,  John July   6/G4,   of  wounds  received 

June  17/64. 

"      Honore,  Poupart Wounded  at  Ream's  Station,  died  in 

hospital,  Nov.  12/64.  of  diarrhoea. 

"      Hall,  Charles Jan.  22 ,'65,  of  wounds. 

'•      Johnson,  Fenton Jan.  22/65,  of  wounds,  e.vhaustion 

and  diarrhoea,  Washington.  D.  C. 

"      Shanahan,  James. ..  .Oct.   30  64,   of    wounds    received 

Oct.  Bill  in  front  of  Petersburg. 

"       Phyfe,  William Oct.  30/64,  of  wounds. 

Sullivan,  Charles Killed  Aug.  31  64. 

"      Stapleton,  Thomas  . .  Killed  in  front  of  Petersburg,  Nov. 

29/64. 
"      Stoothoff,  George.  . .  .Of  wounds  received  at  Wilderness, 

May  6/64. 
"      Woodward,  Walter.. At  Fredericksburg,  of  wounds  re- 
ceived at  Wilderness,  May  6/64. 
"      Veitch,  Thompson  .  .Killed  at  Wilderness,  May  6,  64. 
"      Marnell,  Joseph June  4/'65,  of  diarrha;a. 

Missing  in  Action. 

Private  Romenco,  Joseph  ..  ..May  10/64. 

Welch,  Robert May    H/64. 

"      Burns,  Ilu-h  ^l:ly    6/64. 

"      Furnace,  Junics Aug.  25,  64,   transferred   from  8th 

N.  Y.  n.  A. 
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Private  Smith,  AYilliam May  10/64. 

"      Petit,  Charles ]\[ay   6/64. 

Dmhnrges. 

Sergt.  Borland,  James  L.. .  .June  5/65,   from   Columbia  Hos- 
pital. 

"  Meyer.  John June  9/65,  by  G.  O.,  May  17/65. 

Private  Conell,  ^latiiew "  "  " 

"  Campbell,  \Vm.  J.  . .  .June  1/65,  from  Hospital. 

"  Dyer,  Timothy  O June  9/65,  by  (t.  O.,  May  17/65. 

"  Hulse,  Samuel  H 

"  Hulse,  Charles  F 

"  King,  Peter May  17/65. 

"  Morris,  Samuel Nov.  21/64. 

"  ^laurice,  Eugene. . .  .May  16/65. 

"  McMahon,  Timothy.. May    2/64,  for  disability. 

"  Olmstead,  Henry. . .  .June  14/65. 

"  Robinson,  John May  17  65. 

"  Sullivan,  Daniel 3Iay    2/64,  for  disability. 

"  Sweeney,  Jamc.N Tune    9,65. 

"  Solcedo,  Francisco  .  .Apr.  17,  65. 

"  Wilmer.  Patrick June    9/65. 

"  "Wilkinson,  \Vm June  18/65. 

"  Brown,  Henry ^fay  29,  65,  for  disability. 

"  Wolf,  Henry June    9/65. 

"  Bell,  George  W .  .Mustered  out  May  4/65,  wounded. 

Transferred. 

Sergt.  Covert,  Uuderhill  J.  .Promoteil  to  Non-com.  Staff,  April 
28/64. 

C.jrp.  Johnson,  Wni.  II To  Co.  B,  as  Sergt.,  June  13/65. 

Private  Blythe,  (kM,rgc  F.  . .  .To  Hospital  Steward,  May  1/64. 
"      Stewart.  Robert  L.  .  .To  Co.  F,  ^tlay  3/64. 

"      Cuynet,  Isadore To  Co.  C,  3d  V.  R.  C.  April  1  65. 

'•       CUary,   Edward To  llh  Co.,  2d  Batt.  V.  R.  C,  Oct. 

11,64. 
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Company  F. 

Deaths. 

Ist-Sergt.  Hunter,  Charles June  4/G4,  of  wounds  received  at 

Wilderness,  May  6/64. 
Corp.  Conners,  Thomas.  . .  .May  10  Go,  at  "Washington,  D.  C. 

"      Meeks,  John Killed  at  Wilderness,  May  6/64. 

"      Purtell,  William Oct. ,  64,  at  Blackwell's  Island  Hos- 
pital, New  York. 
Private  Stewart,  Robert  L.  .  .Oct.    14/64,    while    a   prisoner    at 
Florence,  S.  C. 
Bailey,  Robert  F.  . .  .May  27/64,  from  wounds  received 
May  12  64. 

'*      Burke,  Michael Drowned    while    on    furlough   in 

New  York,  July  22/64. 

"      Cavanagh,  John At  U.  S.  A.  Hospital,  Beverly,  N.  J. 

Johnson,  Charles Killed  at  Petersburg,  June  17/64. 

"      Munch,  Jacob Aug.  15/64,  of  sunstroke,  at  Deep 

Bottom. 

"      Malone,  Henry Aug.  15/64,  of  chronic  diarrha-a. 

"      Murphy,  Michael  A.  .  Sept.  28/64,  at  hospital.  New  York. 

'•      Ma^-er,  George Killed  at  Wildernes.s  ^lay  6/84. 

"      Pembroke,  James  ...         "        Cold  Harbor.  June  8/64. 

Phillips  Alvin Deo.  31/64,  at  Washington. 

Rempis,  John  G June  7/64,  of  wounds  received  at 

Cold  Harbor,  June  3/64. 

Smith,  Williaiu Killed  at  Petersburg,  June  17/64. 

Samota,  Alonzo.    ...Killed  at  Cold  Harbor,  June  3/64. 

"       Smith,  Peter Nov.   11,64,   at    Emorj'    Hospital, 

Washington,  from  wounds. 

Whitmire,  A\ig Jan.  9  6.').  at  Camp  Parole. 

"       Wells,  George May  30  64.  from  wounds  received 

at  North  Anna  Kiver. 

Whelan,  Franz Killed  at  Cold  Harbor,  Jime  3  64. 

'*      Fogle,  Anttinid  W Vug.   3  64,   while    a    prisoner    at 

Andersonville.  Ga. 

28 
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Missing  in.  Action. 

Private  HillmaTi,  Edwin :Mny  6y  G4,  at  Wilderness. 

"      Lui  >sare,  Joseph "  " 

"      Butiilip-Ur^^n,  John  .  .         "  " 

"-      Pollock,  Robert Oct.  27/64,  at  Boydton  Plank  Road. 

Discharges. 

ts!  Sergt.  Phillips,  (4eorge May  17;  G5,  per  G.  O.  No.  20.  A.  P. 

Private  Ackljy,  AVilliam ilay  3/65,  per  telegram  A.  G.  O. 

"      Bonce,  .loiin "  "  " 

"      Costar,  James  A June  16/65,  for  disability. 

"      Dixon.  H.iiry May  17/65,  per  G.  O.  No.  26,  A.  P. 

"       Kninich,  Jacob "  "  " 

"      Lamb,  William "  "  " 

"      Lammon.  William. . .         "  "  " 

"      Scliultz,  Peter  C 

"      Scboepp,  Christian  . .         "  "  "' 

"      Smith,  Janic-! Dec.  10,  64,  for  disability. 

•'      Schroeder,  William.  ..\pr.  25/6."3,  " 

"      Quinn,  John Discharged  per  G.  O.,  No.  26,  A.  P., 

dated  31  ay  17,  65. 


I'l-ansftrrcd. 

Sergt.  Minncs,  Saimiel Promoted  to  2d-Lieut,  Dec.  27  t>4. 

"      ]\lcad,  Francis  L To  N(m-com.  Staff. 

"      Bronan,  Gerald Promoted  to  Q.  M.  Sergt.,  Feb.  1  '65. 

"      McFarland.  Thos.  F.. Promoted  Sergt.-iSlaj..  May  25,  6.5. 

Private  Diaz,  Joachim To  Co.  E.  April,  lb64. 

"      Kemonzo,  Josejih "  " 

"       Stoddart,  George.  ...         "  " 

"      McCusker,  John To  Co.  A, 

Kelioc,  IVter To  unassigncd  Co..  V.  K.  C. 


RECAPITULATION^  AND  STATISTICS. 


THE  TWO -YEARS  REGLMENT. 

Commissioned  Officers. 
Total  number  of  officers  mustered 104 

Killed  in  action  or  died  of  wounds  or  disease 5 

Discharged,  resigned,  transferred,  promoted  to  other 

commands,  &c 33 

Promoted  to  higher  grades 32 

Transferred  to  Veteran  Battalion,  April  26.  1863,  at 

their  own  request 8 

Mustered  out  with  the  regiment,  Mav,  1863 20 

104 

E>"XISTED    MeX. 

Mustered  into  the  United  States  service  for  two  years, 

about 800 

Recruits  received  (mustered  for  three  j'ears),  about. .  .  387 

1.187 

Killed  or  died  of  wounds 50 

Died  of  diseiu-^e 28 

Missing 9 

Discharged  on  account  of  wounds  and  disease,  or  by 
order  of  War  Department,  received  commissions, 

transferred  to  other  commands,  de.-icrted.  &c 390 

Three  year's  men  transferred  to  Veteran   Battalion, 

April  20,  1803 228 

Upon  rolls  to  be  mustered  out,  Mav,  lb03 4S2 

1,187 

The  author  has  be(>n  unable  to  ascertain  the  exact  iiumbrr  of 
men  who  left  New  York  with  the  regiment  in  1^01.     It  has  there 
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fore  been  necessary  to  estimate  upon  some  of  the  figures,  but  they 
are  probably  given  closely.  Companies  B  and  D  were  detached 
upon  provost  duty  at  division  headcjuarters  during  the  latter  part 
of  the  regiment's  service.  The  first-named  company  thus  escaped 
loss  at  Fredericksburg,  while  in  the  case  of  Company  D,  detached 
some  months  earlier,  the  rolls  do  not  show  that  any  casualties  in 
battle  occurred  during  its  term  of  service. 


THE  VETERAN  BATTALION. 

CoSTMISSrONED   OFFICERS. 

Total  number  of  officers  mustered 

Killed  in  action  or  died  of  wounds  or  disease 4 

Discharged,  resigned,  &c 7 

Promotions  to  higher  grades 13 

Mustered  out,  June  30,  1805 20 


44 


The  above  total  docs  not  include  any  of  the  13  officers  trans- 
ferred from  the  8lh  Xew  York  Heavy  Artillery. 


Enlisted  Men. 

Transferred  from  the  Two-Years  regiment,  April  2U, 

1863,  present  and  absent 228 

Recruits  and  transferred  men  received  during  the  pe- 
riod of  service  of  the  battalion 712 

•Killed  or  died  of  wounds 56 

Died  of  disease,  &c 38 

Missing 14 

Discharged  c)n  nccoimt  of  wounds  or  disease,  by  order 
of  superiiir  lifiKhinarters.  ujidu  expiration  of  term 
of  service,  rereisi'd  cniuini-idn^,  iran-frrrcd,  lic- 

sertcd,  S:c 400 

Upon  rolls  to  hv  mustered  out,  June  30,  ISO.l 432 
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Of  the  386  enlisted  men  transferred  to  the  battalion  from  the 
8th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  in  June,  1865,  only  those  placed 
in  the  six  original  companies  are  included  in  the  lists  of  names 
and  in  the  foregoing  recapitulation  ;  the  others,  forming  Compa- 
nies G,  H,  I  and  K,  do  not  appear  in  either  lists  or.  recapitulation. 

In  the  recapitulation  of  the  battalion,  the  figures  are  about  as 
exact  as  it  is  possible  to  give  them,  taking  the  muster-out  rolls  as 
a  basis,  and  as  printed  must  be  nearly  correct.  Palpable  errors 
are  of  frequent  occurrence  in  the  rolls  of  both  the  regiment  and 
battalion,  and  such  have  been  corrected  by  the  author,  as  far  as 
possible,  but  others  probably  remain  to  be  discovered  hereafter  by 
those  concerned.  In  eveiy  regiment  men  are  borne  upon  the  rolls 
in  false  positions  and  names  are  misspelled  and  transposed,  some- 
times from  lack  of  correct  information  and  again  from  negligence 
on  the  part  of  company  olHcers.  In  some  instances  individuals 
were  carried  upon  the  rolls  to  be  mustered  out  with  the  regiment 
and  battalion  whose  whereabouts  was  unknown,  and,  if  living, 
probably  some  of  them  are  yet  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
so  far  as  their  personal  and  formal  muster  out  is  concerned. 

It  is  regretted  that  it  has  been  impossible  to  give  a  fujl  list 
of  the  wounded,  either  of  the  regiment  or  battalion.  In  the  two- 
years  service  the  list  is  especially  incomplete.  The  omissions  in 
the  list  of  the  battalion  are  comparatively  few. 

In  recapitulating  the  list  of  mortalities,  we  have  endeavored  to 
be  particularly  correct ;  yet  some  of  the  number  reported  to  have 
died  of  disease  possibly  met  their  deaths  in  consequence  of  wounds. 
When  a  death  is  stated  with  no  cause  assigned,  we  have  assumed 
it  to  have  been  of  disease,  unless  possessing  knowledge  to  the  con- 
trary. 

Of  the  deserters,  during  the  four  years'  service  of  the  National 
Zouaves,  many  served  honorably  in  other  commands  thereafter. 
Not  a  few  left  llie  rei^iment  while  at  Sandy  llook,  and  some  of 
them  enlisted  with  relatives  or  friends,  where  associations  were 
more  congenial  or  chances  of  promotion  bettor.  Tlie  crime  of 
desertion  wa-  vaguely  compreiiended  in  those  early  d  lys  of  war. 
A  large  numbt-r  of  the  "  three-years  men  "  transferred  to  the  l)at- 
talion  at  its  formation,  were  absent,  sick  or  wounded,  at  the  time, 
and  some  of  these  never  reported  to  tlieir  new  command,  while 
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Others,  then  present  with  the  regiment,  smuggled  themselves  to 
New  York  with  their  "two-years"  comrndes.  Most  of  these  con- 
tended that  they  had  been  wrongly  mustered  for  three  years,  or 
that  such  muster  was  represented  to  them  as  a  mere  formality  and 
that  tlieir  riglitful  service  ended  with  that  of  the  regiment. 

It  will  he  remarked,  !iy  those  familiar  with  army  statistics,  that 
the  deaths  from  disease  in  the  regiment  and  battalion  were  few 
when  compared  with  the  mortality  in  the  majority  of  regiments. 
This  was  especially  a  fact  with  the  two-years  organization,  and 
may  be  ascribed  to  the  garrison  service  of  nearly  a  year  in  a  pecu- 
liarly healthy  locality,  where  sanitary  rules  were  enforced,  and 
strict  military  usage  compelled  an  observance  of  regtihir  hours 
and  habits  and  fitted  our  soldiers  for  future  hardships.  But,  gene- 
rally speaking,  a  regiment  of  city-bred  soldiers  sustained  far  less 
casualties  from  sickness  than  one  from  tlie  rural  districts.  Young 
men  from  city  life  were,  in  a  measure,  accu.stomeil  to  irregular 
habits  of  both  eating  and  sleeping,  while  a  "country"  regiment 
suffered  in  the  ciiange  from  a  regular  life,  and  full,  though  some- 
times coarse  fare.  It  seemed  difficult  for  the  latter  to  adapt  them- 
selves to  the  changing  circumstances  of  army  life,  and  although 
they  were  generally  housed  and  clothed  better  than  their  comrades 
from  town,  owing  to  their  aptitude  in  handling  the  implements  of 
woodcraft  and  the  knowledge  of  hou.sewifery  taught  by  country 
mothers,  homesickness  was  a  disca.se  which  brought  many  of  them 
to  the  hospital  and  invited  more  fatal  maladies.  Kegiments  from 
the  interior  often  maintained  their  own  little  cemeteries,  rapidly 
populating  them,  while  their  immediate  neighbors  in  camp,  hail- 
ing from  a  large  city,  were  perhaps  altogether  free  from  death. 

No  estimate  has  been  made  of  the  average  age  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Tenth,  but  [irobably  no  regiment  left  New  York  State 
•with  a  more  boyish  lot  of  soldiers.  As  a  rule,  they  were  small 
in  stature,  yet  lithe  and  active,  and  liandled  arras  and  knapsacks 
upon  a  long  march  with  un  elastic  vigor  whidi  often  put  to  blush 
regiments  of  "  si.x-footers"  and  elicited  their  unwilling  admiration. 
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NATIONAL  ZOUAVE  LODGE,  U.  D. 

F.  &  A.M.  •     •• 

CONTRreCTED   BY   CHARLES   H.   LUDWIG. 

While  the  Tenth  Reiriment  New  York  Volunteers  were  sta- 
tioned at  Sandy  Hook,  X.  J.,  in  M:iy.  Is61,  a  number  of  Master 
Masons  who  were  members  of  the  regiment  met  at  the  quarters 
of  Bro.  John  W.  Marshall,  to  discuss  the  subject  of  forming  a 
Lodge  within  the  camp  limits.  To  this  end  a  committee  was 
named,  who  proceeded  to  New  York  city  and  visited  the  Grand 
Master  ;  but,  although  they  urgently  and  persistently  pressed  the 
matter,  they»did  not  succeed  in  gaining  his  consent.  At  the  meet- 
ing held  on  their  return,  to  hear  their  report,  Bro.  Hermann  Cantor 
stated,  that  he  was  satisfied  that  if  he  could  go  to  the  city,  he 
could  bring  such  influence  to  bear  that  the  petition  would  be 
granted.  A  furlough  was  procured  for  him  and  he  proceeded  on 
his  mission,  arnud  with  the  following 

PETITION  FOR  DISPENSATION. 

KECOMMENDED   BY 

LuTHEU  B.  Pert  . .  .blaster  of  Sagamore  Lodge.  No.  :'.7I. 

B.  Hertz Master  of  King  Solomon  Lodge,  No.  279. 

P.  W.  Fr.xnk Past  Master  of  Mount  Neboh  Lodge,  No.  257. 

JoirN'  A.  Lekkerts  .Master  of  Greenwich  Lodge,  No.  4f'.7. 

New  York,  May,  ISOl. 
To  TiTE  M.  W.  Gr.\nd  Lodge  of  the  St.vte  of  New  York. 

The  nndersiened  petitioners,  being  Ancient  Frcr;  and  Accepted 
>I;isons.  havinLT  the  prosperity  of  tlie  fraternity  at  heart,  and  will- 
ing to  e.\ert  their  be»t  endeavors  to  promote  and  dill'use  the  gen- 
uine principles  of  Ma.>-onry,  respectfully  repre.sent  that  they  are 
desirous  of  forming  u  new  Lodge  in  the  camp  of  the  Tenth 
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Redm.p.t  Xev/  York  State  Volunteers,  to  be  named  "National 
Zouav''  Lodge." 

Tiioy  therefore  pray  for  letters  of  dispensation,  or  a  warrant 
of  con'^titution,  to  empo^^ver  them  to  assemble  as  a  legal  Lodge  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  ^Ma'^onry  in  a  regular  and  constitutional 
manner,  according  to  the  original  forms  of  the  institution  and  the 
regulations  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

They  have  nominated  arid  do  recommend  Bro.  Salmon  Win- 
chester to  be  the  first  Z^laster,  Bro.  Thomas  Cloudsley  to  be  the 
fii-s^t  Senior  Warden  and  Bro.  Fred.  M.  Patrick  to  be  the  first  Ju- 
nior Warden  of  said  Lodge. 

If  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  be  granted,  they  promise  a  strict 
conformity  to  the  constitution,  laws  and  regulations  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  and  that  they  will  make  Masons  of  none  but  members  of 
their  ovx  n  regiment,  and  of  such  only  as  they  know  to  be  good 
and  tiTif  men. 

S.^i.MON  Winchester,  Albion  Alexander, 

Tiio.M.^s  Cloudslky,  Jesse  W.  Chace, 

Fred.  'M.  Patiuck,  Hermann  Cantor, 

John  '\V.  MARSit.vLi,,  Richard  Cox, 

F.Or.EKT  A.  DiMMRK,  W.  H.  Ck.\use, 

Geou',;e  F.  IIoprEu,  John  Missing. 

Bro.  Cautor  at  once  visited  >[.  W.  John  W.  Simons,  D.  G.  M. 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  aiul  presented  his  petition,  which  was 
gi-.mted,  on  the  condition  that  he  (Cantor)  should  personally  and 
fully  report  to  him  the  proceedings  of  the  Lodge  and  prevent  all 
illeg;il  action.  This  as>urance  being  given,  the  necessan,-  creden- 
tials v.ere  made  out  and  delivered.  The  Dispensation  was  granted 
by  M.  "W.  Finlay  31.  King,  to  continue  from  June  1st,  ISOI,  to 
Jlay  l\"ith,  isili.  and  was  prolonged  by  M.  W.  John  J.  Crane  for 
one  year,  to  .May  25th,  1SG:J. 

The  brethren  procured  the  necessary  working  tools  and  para- 
phernalia, which  were  .so  constructed  tiiat  all  could  be  packed  in 
ciual!  space  and  carried  with  tlio  regiment.  But  no  opportunity 
pr^'sviitcd  for  opening  the  L'jd'.'e  until  tlic  reginu'nt  arrived  in 
Virginia,  v.diere  the  first  conununication  wus  held  in  a  tent  at 
Camp  Hamilton. 
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After  the  regiment  was  removed  to  Fort  Monroe,  the  Lodge 
met  regularly,  when  the  exigencies  of  military  service  would  per- 
mit, in  a  double  casemate  on  the  western  face  of  the  Fort,  and 
these  communications  were  attended  by  brethren  from  all 
the  regiments  in  the  vicinity.  Characterized  as  these  gatherings 
were  by  the  warlike  surroundings,  they  were  invested  with  a 
charm  that  has  fixed  its  impress  in  the  memory  of  every  brother 
who  was  so  fortunate  as  to  attend  them.  The  contracted  case- 
mates were  often  so  thronged  with  visitors  that  it  was  almost  im- 
possible to  proceed  with  the  work  of  the  ritual.  Here  all  passion 
was  laid  aside,  and  with  us  frequently  met  the  gray-clad  soldier 
from  the  South,  a  prisoner  within  our  military  lines,  but  a  brother 
within  our  ^lasonic  limits.  "Within  our  crowded  walls  the  private 
soldier  and  the  general  officer  met  on  tUe  level  of  equality,  to  part 
when  the  Lodge  was  closed  on  the  square  of  discipline.  Here  the 
beautiful  tenets  of  our  institution  tempered  the  rough  and  rugged 
life  of  the  soldier,  stimulated  his  patriotism,  and  nerved  his  heart 
for  the  dangers  and  trials  in  the  path  before  him. 

While  in  Fort  Monroe  the  Lodge  held  semi-monthly  commu- 
nications, at  which  the  following  members  of  the  regiment  were 
entered,  passed  and  raised  : 


AI-EX..VNDEU  B.  Elder, 
Thomas  .J.  Locther, 
James  Biddle, 
Thomas  D.  Mosscuop, 
John-  A.  Br.vdt, 
Edwin  L.  Foud, 
JosEi'u  Newburgh, 
Oscar  F.  Angell, 
•lOHN   Sh.ky, 
Aaron  Seei.kv, 
W.M.  A.  MacNvlty, 
G.\BuiEL  Cunningham, 
John  W.  Ht-nt, 
W.M/rEu  AVesti,.\ke, 
\Vm.  n.  ^rcMruuvY. 
Putnam  Field, 


Charles  H.  Li-dwig, 
Harvet  Y.  RrssET.L, 
William  Dlff, 
George  Tice, 
Patrick  Ryan, 
Richard  Boddy, 
John  E.  Farnswouth, 
Leonard  Bf.rgen, 
Richard  TiiiGGE, 
]\Iax  Degraw, 
James  Balfk, 
Francis  3Ilkimiy, 
James  M.  Smith, 
Thomas  ^fcCor  liicgh, 
John  >FacHalk. 
Wm.  Wallace  S.mith. 
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At  a  fire  whicb  occurred  in  the  village  of  Hampton,  in  July,  18G1 
(see  p.  42),  some  members  of  the  regiment  saved  the  regalia,  work- 
ing tools,  &c.,  of  the  local  lodge,  and  delivered  them  to  Gen.  But- 
ler, then  commanding  the  Department,  who  had  them  carefully 
packed  and  pent  them  under  a  tlag  of  truce  to  the  commanding 
ofBccr  at  Sewell's  Point,  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Virginia. 

In  December,  of  the  same  year,  the  Lodge  held  a  St.  John's 
Festival  at  their  rooms.  A  grand  banquet  was  served,  followed 
by  a  ball.  All  the  principal  military  otBcers.  both  of  the  Fort  and 
from  Newport  News  and  Camp  Hamilton,  were  present,  many  of 
them  accompanied  by  their  wives  and  daughters,  and  the  affair 
was  both  enjoyable  and  memorable.  The  casemates  had  been 
tastefully  decorated  with  bunting  and  evergreens  brought  from 
the  picket  station  "  <ip  the  beach."  The  detail  for  this  purpose 
had  procured  a  permit  from  the  otlicer  of  tlie  day,  but  were,  never- 
theless, severely  reprimanded  by  the  commander  of  the  post  on 
their  return  and  were  put  under  arrest  ;  for  it  seems  that  an 
order  was  in  force  forV»idding  the  cutting  of  brush  at  that  spot. 

After  the  regiment  had  left  their  pleasant  quarters  at  Fort 
Monroe,  and  were  located  at  Portsmouth  Intrenched  Camp,  appli- 
cation was  made  to  a  Lodge  at  Norfolk  for  the  u.-^e  of  their  rooms. 
The  request  was  denied,  on  the  ground  that  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Virginia  had  severed  her  connection  witli  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
New  York.  But  this  unfraternal  treatment  did  not  prevent  the 
brethren  of  National  Zouave  Lotlge  from  a-^sistiiig  the  half-starved 
families  of  their  brethren  of  the  Virginia  jurisdiction  with  both 
money  and  their  surplus  rations — thus  demonstrating  that  the 
principles  of  our  institution  know  neither  geographical  lines  nor 
poiitica'  difTerenccs.  A  tent  was  fitted  up,  and  here  tlie  Lodge 
met  until  tlie  regiment  wn^  ordered  to  join  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac 

The  period  of  active  campaigning,  on  which  the  command 
had  now  entered,  afforded  no  opjiortunitics  for  Ma.-onic  work, 
and.  in  Dncml.cr,  1m;J.  our  gified  .^Iasfl■r,  Sainion  Winchester— 
a  l)rave  and  patriotic  >t)l(lirr— fell  while  in  conunaiui  of  tlir  rr'.;i- 
mi-nt  at  tlie  .ii>a-troiis  a^.-auU  on  .Marye's  Heights.  After  this  sad 
event  no  attempt  was  made  to  hold  a  communication  until  the 
return  of  the  regiment  to  New  York,  in  May.  18(j;J,  wlien  King 
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Solomon  Lodge,  No.  279,  generously  gave  the  use  of  their  rooms 
and  their  assistance  in  raising  the  lew  Fellow  Crafts  who  had  not 
been  made  in  the  field. 

The  (fuestion  of  continuing  the  Lodge  was  debated,  but 
nothing  came  of  it;  for  many  of  the  members  were  dead,  while 
most  of  the  survivors,  within  a  few  months,  returned  to  the  army. 

After  paying  all  indebtedn;.?-.  ;he  surplus  funds,  together  with 
the  books,  papers,  regalia,  and  a  full  report  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  Lodge,  were  transmitted  to  the  Grand  Secretarj-,  James  M. 
Austin,  and  are  now  preseiwcd  in  the  archi%-es  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  the  State  of  Xew  York. 

Thus  ended  the  existence  of  National  Zouave  Lodge,  U.  D.,  an 
organization  most  remarkable  and  unique. 


"^iiii 


THE  VETERAN  ASSOCIATION. 


On  the  third  day  of  July,  1873,  a  preliminary  meeting  of  sur- 
vivor? of  the  Tenth  Xew  York  Volunteer  Infantry  was  held  at 
Eighth  Avenue  and  Eighteenth  Street,  New  York  city,  when  it 
wa^  agreed  to  form  an  association  for  social  and  benevolent  pur- 
poses and  to  revive  and  maintain  the  comradeship  formed  in  the 
a-my  during  the  Rebellion.  At  a  subsequent  meeting,  officers 
y.ere  elected  for  the  remainder  of  the  year,  as  follows  :  President, 
Frank  I^L  Clark  ;  Vice-Presidents,  George  Ilackett,  William  Hall 
and  E.  D.  Van  Winkle  ;  Secretary,  Peter  F.  Murray  ;  Treasurer, 
Chas.  W.  Cowtan.  A  code  of  by-laws  was  also  adopted,  which 
provided,  among  other  things,  for  the  payment  of  a  certain  sum 
by  each  member  upon  the  death  of  one  of  their  number. 

'llie  Association  thereafter  held  quarterly  meetings,  electing  its 
otlicers  annually.  It  was  not,  however,  until  1879  that  sufficient 
interest  was  manifested  to  make  the  orgaiuzation  a  success.  In 
tlie  spring  of  that  year,  those  most  interested  in  its  welfare  debated 
the  subject  of  parading  with  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic 
upon  the  coming  Decoration  Day,  and  preparations  were  made  to 
that  end,  inchiding  aiTangements  for  decorating  the  graves  of 
members  of  the  regiment  interred  in  Greenwood  and  Calvary 
Cemeteries.  A  band  of  music  was  engaged,  and  an  otfer  to  act  as 
escort  to  the  Veteran  Association  of  the  Fifth  New  York  Volun- 
teers (Durvee  Zouaves'!  was  accepted  by  that  body  —  the  remnants 
of  ilic  two  regimcnt>,  which  ha<l  fought  together  so  many  years 
before,  being  again  united  upon  this  peculiarly  appropriate  occa- 
sion. Upwards  of  eighty  survivors  of  the  Tenth  joined  in  this 
nr>t  participation  in  the  ceremonies  of  the  day  of  flowers  and 
tei'.rs.  Each  platoon  of  the  Association  marched  under  command 
of  ;i  fornuir  captain  in  the  regiment,  the  whole  l>eing  convmandcd 
by  Li.-ut.-Col.  J.  W.  Marshall.  The  programme  of  decoration  was 
fuliy  carried  out,  and  at  Crreenwood  the  graves  of  Col.  Bendix, 
444 
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Capt.  "Winchester,  Lieut.  Morrell,  Lieut.  Beers,  and  Surgeon  Ges- 
ner,  were  appropriately  honored. 

The  effect  of  this  parade  was  salutary,  bringing  to  the  front 
many  survivors  of  the  regiment  whose  addresses  had  not  been 
known  — some  residing  in  distant  parts  of  the  country,  and  a  not- 
able accession  to  the  ranks  of  the  association  immediately  followed. 
In  1880,  Decoration  Day  was  observed  in  the  same  manner,  the 
veterans  of  the  Duryce  Zouaves  in  turn  escorting  the  Tenth  in 
the  parade,  and  additional  graves  were  decorated,  including  that 
of  Com.-Sergt.  Hugh  V.  Keane,  in  Greenwood.  Again,  in  1881,  a 
similar  prosnamme  was  carried  out.  The  action  of  the  veterans 
of  the  Tenth,  in  thus  observing  the  day,  had  its  natural  effect  in 
stimulating  the  survivors  of  other  regiments  to  unite  in  the  cere- 
monies and  to  band  themselves  together  in  like  organizations. 

Needed  assistance  has  been  rendered  by  the  Association  in  seve- 
ral instances  of  destitution  and  death  among  ex-members  of  the 
regiment,  although  the  exceedingly  light  tax  upon  members  of  the 
organization  for  dues  has  never  admitted  of  very  liberal  donations 
in  such  cases.  The  object  of  the  originators  has,  however,  been 
accomplished  :  each  honorably  discharged  .survivor,  whose  address 
is  known,  is  regularly  notified  of  the  meetings  of  the  Association 
and  is  invited  to  become  a  member,  while  the  gatherings  are 
notable  for  the  enjoyment  of  friendly  fellowship  and  conversa- 
tion  among  comrades  bound  together  by  memories  of  perils  and 
privations  encountered  when  the  majority  were  boys  or  in  the 
first  years  of  manliood. 

Frank  M.  CMark.  George  F.  Hopper,  George  3L  Dewey  and 
Charles  H.  Ludwig  have  been  successively  elected  Presidents  of 
the  Association.  At  the  present  date  the  officers  are  :  President, 
Charles  H.  Ludwig  ;  Vice-President,  Joseph  W.  Kay  ;  Secretary, 
Frank  M.  Clark  ;  Treasurer,  Chas.  W.  Cowtan  :  Executive  Com- 
mittee :  George  W.  Petit.  George  F.  Hopper,  John  W.  Mar<hall, 
George  Hackett,  (Jeorge  >I.  Dewey. 


AX  EX-CAMPAIGKER  IN  VIRGIXIA. 

CONTRIBUTED    BY  THE   AUTHOR   TO   A    NEW  YORK   JOURNAL   IN   1874. 

Some  few  months  have  passed  since  the  writer  found  himself 
quartered,  for  a  short  season,  at  the  ""Waverly  Hotel,"  a  hostelry 
hard  by  the  railroad  station  in  the  old  town  of  Culpepper,  Va. 
Time  and  opportunity  were  plentiful,  and  it  Avas  not  unnatural 
that  the  stranger,  an  ex-soldier  and  campaigner  in  the  "Old  Do- 
minion," should  muse  upon  the  times  that  "tried  men's  souls"  a 
decade  past. 

Just  ten  years  before,  within  a  few  days,  he  had  ridden  with 
some  fellow  officers  to  the  front  of  this  same  inn,  dismounted  and 
entered,  in  search  of  news,  and  perhaps  something  with  which  to 
quench  the  ever-present  thirst  of  a  soldier.  Corps  Headquarters 
had  halted  here  a  half-liour  previous,  and  we  were  inquisitive  as 
to  the  wherefore  of  Ihe  sudden  orders  which  had  retrograded  the 
Second  Corps  from  its  comparatively  comfortable  bivouac  on  the 
Robertson  river,  and  caused  a  backward  march  towards  the  Rap- 
pahannock. Within  a  few  diiys  thereafter.  General  AV'arren,  com- 
manding the  corps  and  holding  the  rear,  had  crushed  a  portion  of 
Hill's  Corps,  which  had  interpo<ed  itself  at  Bristoe  Station,  and 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  was  bivouacked  on  the  north  side  of  Bull 
Run,  holding  its  fortls  against  the  artillery  reconnoisances  of  our 
Rebel  friends,  who  had  taken  their  innings  once  more,  and  forced 
Meade  to  "cover"  and  the  defen'^ive. 

And  but  few  startling  changes  seemed  to  have  taken  place  in 
this  old  town  and  its  .sul)urbs  since  "grira-visaged  war"  vexed  and 
tore  it  so  ruthlessly.  So  often  a  bone  of  contention  between  the 
opposing  forces,  some  of  the  houses  still  bear  the  marks  of  shot 
and  shell,  for  our  forces  were  sometimes  not  over-iMirticular  in 
caring  for  R<>hel  propertv",  and  in  .some  instances  our  cavalry 
squadrons  entered  Culpepper  from  one  side  while  tlie  du.-t  from 
the  ejiemy's  horse-hoofs  was  slill  rising  thick  at  tlie  other. 
Uii 
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Society  in  this  section  was  always  exclusive.  The  old  resi- 
dents take  pride  in  tlu'ir  "ancient  and  honorable"  extraction,  and 
this  satisfactory  kind  of  self-laudation  is  even  greater  now  than  be- 
fore the  war.  The  incursion  of  several  Northern  families,  who 
have  taken  residences  in  and  around  the  town,  and  whose  male 
members  carry  on  different  branches  of  business,  docs  not  appear 
to  have  had  the  effect  most  to  be  desired,  and  society,  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  frowns  on  these  representatives  of  Northern  good-will 
and  enterprise.  As  a  consequence,  Culpepper,  which,  for  a  certain 
period  after  the  war,  promised  much,  is  again  relapsing  into  its 
anti-beUum  insignilicance. 

Beautifully  quiet  and  calm  upon  this  golden  October  afternoon 
is  the  National  Cemeterj-,  situated  on  an  elevation  a  few  hundred 
yards  south  of  the  depot.  From  the  tall  mast  in  the  centre  always 
floats  the  starry  banner  for  which  the  two  thousand  dead  it 
shadows  laid  down  their  lives  ;  nearly  every  Northern  State  is 
here  represented  by  its  dead  heroes,  and  the  warriors  seem  to 
sleep  as  calmly  on  Southern  soil  as  though  within  their  own  vil- 
lage churchyards.  It  seems  so  exquisitely  just  and  proper  that 
the  men  who  so  willingly  gave  their  lives  to  their  country  should 
rest  forever  entombed  in  the  soil  which  they  enriched  with  their 
blood  : 

"  They  sleep  in  peace  !    Whatever  strife 
May  chafe  the  land  for  which  the  y  f.)UL.'ht, 
Each  for  himself  found  what  he  souglit — 
Peace,  at  the  purchase  of  hi-  life."' 

At  the  oppo-ite  end  of  the  town  is  the  Confederate  burial- 
ground.  Here  the  grass  grows  long  upon  the  graves  of  some  four 
hundred  Southern  soldiers,  mainly  those  who  enlisted  from  this 
county;  lack  of  means  or  actual  neglect  hiis  suffered  the  fences 
to  decay  in  places  and  the  ground  to  become  overrun  with  weeds, 
and  it  is  almost  impossible  to  decipher  the  names  or  regiments 
of  the  dead  Confederates  upon  the  worn  wooden  slabs. 

A  horseback  ride  from  Culpepper,  of  seven  miles,  brought  the 
writer  one  day  to  Cedar  or  Slaughter  Mountain.  We  ascended 
the  slope,  and  from  the  portico  of  3tr.  Slaujliter's  old-time  man- 
sion obtained  a  splendid  view  of  the  country  around.  This  is  the 
scene  of  Banks'  Jigiit,  August  Dth,  isf;2.  L'pon  tliese  heights,  and 
iu   the  woods  behind  the  houae,  Stonewall  Jacksou  massed  the 
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House,  Spottsylvunia,  the  sansn-iinary  "Wilderness,"  n.nd  the  fords 
of  the  Rapidan,  are  names  which  have  alternately  thrilled  the  patri- 
otic heart  of  the  Nation  with  anxiety  and  agony.  To-day  a  court- 
house, to-morrow  a  cross-roads,  and  again  a  river,  gap,  ford  or 
roadside  tavern — each  h;^s  in  its  turn  witnessed  rallies,  cavalry 
charges  or  the  din  and  ferocity  of  bloody  and  long-continued  battle. 
Rival  banners  have  waved  in  the  dawn  of  morning,  and  the  moon 
has  risen  upon  ghastly  heaps  of  siain. 

Time  and  the  revival  of  agriculture  have  done  much  to  change 
the  face  of  this  portion  of  Virginia,  yet  denuded  chimneys,  roof- 
less houses  and  piles  of  stones  marking  the  spots  where  domestic 
tranquillity  once  dwelt — these  are  some  of  the  marks  which  war 
has  left  on  tlie  soil  of  reliellious  Virginia. 

Witii  a  fellow  traveller  and  seeker  after  recreation,  I  took  the 
saddle  on  a  clear  sunny  morning  and  started  from  Mitchell's  Sta- 
tion, about  seven  miles  south  of  Culpepper,  taking  the  Raccoon 
Ford  road  towards  the  Rapidan.  This  road  has  its  course  through 
thick  woods  and  over  a  flat  country  ;  many  of  the  trees  along  the 
way  still  bear  the  wooden  brackets  or  "rests  "upon  which  the 
army  telegraph  wires  were  secured.  "When  near  the  ford  we  take 
to  the  left,  and,  after  a  ride  of  some  sevpn  or  eight  miles,  reach 
>rorton's  Ford.  From  here  it  is  but  a  short  distance  to  our  object- 
ive point — i.  f.,  the  old  campground  of  our  brigade  during  the 
winter  of  1863-4,  at  "Stony  ilountain." 

Po.ssibly  no  one  of  the  old  camps  in  Virginia  could  \w  found 
in  a  better  state  of  preservation.  With  the  exception  of  the  spot 
occupied  by  the  writer's  own  regiment,  none  of  the  ground  luvs 
been  cultivated,  and  the  huts  built  and  inhabited  by  hundreds  who 
are  now  sleeping  their  last  sleep,  seemed  to  li.ave  rotted  away  of 
their  own  accord.  Even  the  corduroy  walks  in  tiie  company 
streets  were  intact,  and  the  dried  wood  cnuulied  and  crackled  un- 
der our  feet  as  we  walked  upon  them.  Heaps  of  worn  canteens 
and  rotted  portions  of  Ir.iversacks  and  shoes  mark  the  spots  where 
the  new  supplies  w<re  distributed  ere  the  final  march  across  the 
Rapidan  commenced. 

Almost  ten  ytars  had  pas^cii  away  since  these  miiuic  houses 
were  occupied,  and  nnw.  with  ilic  lon(S():nc  and  oppressive  silence 
of  the  place  broken  only  by  the  occa.--iouaI  "  caw  "  of  a  crow  or  the 
29 
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flapping  of  a  buzzard's  wings,  it  waseasy  torepeople  this  deserted 
village  -with  the  ghosts  of  its  former  martial  inhabitants.  One  al- 
most longed  to  reanimate  the  scene  and  live  for  a  short  hour  our 
old-time  cami>  life.  And  si->in.^  jovial  days  were  spent  on  this 
ground!  We  volunteers  were  assuredly  quick  to  take  advantage 
of  a  lull  in  active  warfare,  and  the  ability  of  a  soldier  to  enjoy 
himself  at  these  times  was  proverliial.  Merry  carousals,  which 
would  have  been  looked  upon  with  frowns  at  home,  y.ere  here  ex- 
cusable ;  for  were  we  not  facing  unlimited  hardships  and  priva- 
tion and  in  hourly  danger  of  a  sudden  call  from  the  dark  angel 
himself  ? 

Leaving  the  old  camp  and  crossing  the  Rapidan  at  Somerville 
Ford,  we  are  at  the  base  of  Clark's  Mountain,  an  eminence  rising 
to  the  height  of  perhaps  eight  or  nine  hundred  feet.  Upon  the 
summit  of  this  mountain  Gen.  R.  E.  Lee  established  his  headquar- 
ters soon  after  the  ^line  Run  affair,  and  continued  here  until  the 
movement  of  the  Union  forces  across  the  Rapidan,  May  3,  1864. 

"We  climbed  the  hill  alone  one  day,  upon  the  back  of  a  colt 
rather  skittislily  inclined.  By  the  road  it  is  some  four  miles  from 
the  ford  to  the  top.  Thu  houses  are  very  few  along  the  way,  and, 
as  we  near  the  top,  the  surroundings  grow  wild  and  rugged  in  the 
extreme.  While  reaching  to  clear  an  obstruction  from  the  road 
our  frisky  colt  shied,  we  lost  our  balance  in  t'le  saddle,  and  the 
next  minute  the  animal  was  galloping  riderless  across  a  stony  tield. 
The  matter  at  once  assumed  a  ridiculous,  and  at  the  same  time  a 
rather  serious  complexion,  and  for  a  while  it  seemed  settled  that 
we  would  have  to  foot  the  way  back  to  Mitchell's  and  perhaps  lose 
colt,  saddle  and  bridle.  Fortunately,  after  several  liank  move- 
ments on  our  part,  and  corresponding  movements  on  the  part  of 
the  animal,  accident  caused  him  to  hopple  himself  with  the  hang- 
ing bridle,  and  the  c{uarry  was  ours.  Some  mip.utes  were  con- 
sumed after  remounting  in  mildly  expostulating  with  him,  aided 
by  a  stout  club,  and  we  were  again  on  our  way  to  the  .summit. 

It  is  not  strancrc  that  this  spot  should  have  been  chosen  as  hcad- 
qiiarters  and  .<ianal-station  by  the  Rebel  general.  For  miles  on  all 
sides  the  virw  is  mairniticmt.  It  wa>:  po.ssiblo  for  Lee  to  take  in 
at  a  ::l:i;icc  the  potitioin  of  both  Federal  and  Confederate  forces-— 
the  former  occupyini;  lines  reaching  from  Cctlar  Mountain  to  l^te- 
vensburg  and  Pony  Mountain,  and  the  latter  in  their  strong  works 
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along  Mine  Run.  Fifteen  miles  to  the  north  and  west  lies  tlie 
thickly  wooded  "  Wilderness,"  and  upon  a  clear  duy  the  spires  of 
Fredericksburg  may  be  discerned  thirty-five  miles  away.  A  giant 
tree,  shorn  of  all  its  branches,  is  the  only  object  standing  upon  the 
summit,- and  the  blocks  nailed  upon  it  at  regular  intervals  bespeak 
its  former  use  as  a  look-out.  The  spot  is  plainly  marked  where 
Lee's  headquarters  tent  was  pitched,  and  a  large  stone  is  pointed 
out  to  the  stranger  as  a  favorite  seat  of  the  Rebel  chief.  The 
farmer  owning  this  portion  of  the  mountain  asserts  that  he  was 
present  one  day  while  Lee  sat  there,  alternately  watching  the 
Union  lines  through  a  field-glass  and  musing.  lie  at  length  sighed 
and  uttered,  more  to  himself  than  those  near  him,  "Ah!  If  these 
people  would  only  leave  us  in  peace."  And  the  Federal  army  un- 
doubtedly seemed  to  him  at  this  time  a  very  Nemesis.  Driven 
back  at  times,  defeated  in  its  tremendous  attempts  to  crush  armed 
Rebellion  in  Virginia,  it  still  returned  to  the  stniggle,  after  each 
repulse  seeming  to  draw  its  folds  tighter  and  tigiiter  around  its  op- 
ponent, and  now  freshly  organized,  highly  disciplineii  and  handled 
by  the  general  of  the  armies  in  person,  the  end  must  have  appeared 
very  near  to  the  brave  and  patient  Confederate  leader.  Is  it  pos- 
sible then  to  doubt  the  story  of  Gen.  Lee's  half-uttered  wish '! 

Following  the  road  from  either  Somerville  or  Raccoon  Ford,  a 
ride  of  a  few  miles  brings  one  to  Old  Verdiersvillc,  on  tiie  Orange 
and  Fredericksburg  turnpike.  From  thence,  following  the  pike 
towards  the  latter  town,  it  is  some  twelve  miles  to  the  Wilderness 
tavern.  Before  reaching  that  place,  however,  an  object  of  interest 
offers  itself  to  the  e.x  soldier  in  the  remains  of  the  Rebel  works 
along  ^line  Run,  about  a  mile  south  of  Robertson's  Tavern. 

Veterans  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  will  never  forget  the 
Mine  Run  campaiirn  ;  the  confident  advance  of  the  army  across 
the  Hapidan  ;  tlie  long  marches  from  rigiit  to  left  in  front  of  the 
enemy's  works  ;  the  bitter  cold  nights  spent  ui)on  the  picket  lines  ; 
the  long,  an.vious  and  expectant  waiting  of  the  Second  Corps  on 
that  biting  wiiittr  morning  for  orders  to  storm  the  Rebel  works — 
orders  that  never  came— and  the  withdrawal  at  hist,  with  its  long 
niglit  march  and  attendant  di-com forts. 

The  advance  of  tli<'  Sfiond  Corps  upon  Uic  first  day.  Novem- 
ber iTth,  was  parallel  with  tiie  Orange  Pike,  and  they  drove  the 
enemy  from  Robertson's  Tavern,  throwing  up  breastworks  and  re- 
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maining  there  until  the  general  advance  next  morning  towards 
Mine  Run. 

Returning  to  the  present  time,  and  wending  our  w;iy  onward 
past  the  oi(i  tavern  and  its  dilapidated  surroundings,  in  the  course 
of  an  hour  we  strike  the  Brock  road  where  it  crosses  the  Orange 
plank  road,  and  here  we  halt.  It  is  unnecessary  for  us  to  ride 
further  in  search  of  objects  of  patriotic  interest.  Immediately 
adjacent  to  this  spot  was  enacted  the  struggle  which  really  decided 
the  salvation  of  our  army  on  the  memorable  (jth  of  May,  18G4.  The 
ground  around  us  was  then  thickly  strewn  with  dead  and  dying, 
and  the  surrounding  woods  were  sulphurous  and  heavy  with 
smoke.  As  we  stand  at  the  intersection  of  the  two  roads  and  look 
towards  Orange  Court  Hou.-^e,  the  woods  to  the  front  and  left  have 
the  most  intense  interest  for  us.  The  date  is  the  6th.  From  live 
A.  M.  to  eleven  p.  m.  the  First  and  Third  Brigades  of  Gibbon's 
Division  struggled  with  the  enemy  in  this  almost  impenetrable 
forest,  and  when,  after  a  Titanic  endeavor  to  stay  the  enemy  from 
a  new  direction — their  left  and  rear — they  were  forced  by  Hill's 
overwhelming  numbers  to  leave  the  woods,  the  two  brigades  that 
were  strong  in  numbers  at  sunrise  were  fearfully  decimated  and 
their  dead  and  dying  heaped  the  ground  which  they  were  for  a 
time  compelled  to  surrender. 

The  advance  of  Loiigstreet  through  this  same  piece  of  woods. 
occuiTed  late  in  the  afternoon,  and  but  for  the  providential  ad- 
vance of  four  regiments  of  Gen.  Carroll's  Third  Brigade,  whose 
action  of  this  day  shouM  be  recorded  forever  in  history,  the  army 
had  been  severed  in  twain.  They  were  the  10th  New  York.  8th 
Ohio,  1-tth  Indiana  and  lltii  Connecticut.  Already  had  Long- 
street's  veterans  carried  the  heavy  breastworks,  manned  by  parts 
of  the  First,  Second  and  Third  Divisions,  and  forced  its  defenders 
back  across  tiie  road,  when  Carroll's  ringing  voice  ordered  his 
brigade,  which  had  been  pl.iced  in  n.'si;rve  after  the  heavy  light- 
ing of  the  morning,  to  "fall  in,"  and  double-quicking  to  the  left 
and  then  by  the  rii,dil  flank,  tlu-y  fell  upon  the  hitherto  victorious 
Rebels,  driving  them  over  the  wi>rk.s  and  far  into  the  woods.  Half 
of  the  brigade,  owing  to  the  suddenness  of  the  command  to  ad- 
vance and  it,-*  <|uick  exircution,  were  let't  behiml  in  tiiis  glorious 
race  to  victury,   leaving  llie  glory  to  the  four  regiments  above 
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named.  Thus  was  Hanfock's  front  held  and  the  lines  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac  preserved  intact. 

The  woods  still  bear  the  marks  of  tlie  struggling  of  that  event- 
ful day,  and  although  the  lapse  of  time  and  nature's  softening 
touches  have  to  a  great  extent  obliterated  the  traces  of  battle,  yet 
the  larger  trees  are  scarred  and  torn  with  bullets,  and  here  and 
there  a  shell-mark  shows  itself.  Artillery  was  little  used,  however, 
in  the  fearful  work  of  the  5th  and  (ith  of  May. 

The  government  has  removed  all  bodies  which  could  be  dis- 
covered to  the  National  Cemetery  at  Frederick.sburg,  but  even 
now  a  straggler  through  the  tangled  and  scrubby  woods  will  oc- 
casionally come  suddenly  upon  a  skeleton  with  a  few  tattered 
threads  of  blue  or  gray  clinging  to  the  bones — a  ghastly  reminder 
of  war's  grim  horrors.  Less  startling  relics,  in  the  shape  of  mould- 
ered cartridge-boxe>,  and  rusty  rifle-barrels  and  canteens,  are 
found  in  numbers,  although  the  natives  hereabouts  prize  these 
articles  very  slightly,  generally  piling  them  in  some  corner  when 
found  until  it  is  convenient  to  sell  them  as  junk. 

The  quantit\-  of  old  iron,  in  the  >hape  of  solid  shot,  fracmieiits 
of  shells  and  rusty  swords  and  bayonets,  found  all  around  tiiis 
section  of  the  country  has  been  enormous,  and  has  formed  ([uite  an 
article  of  trade,  the  iicLiroes  especially  selling  it  to  the  sforcket'per.s, 
who  in  turn  ship  tlie  junk  to  wholesale  dealers.  In  one  store  at 
Culpepper,  kept  by  a  Xortliorn  man,  the  merchant  had  quire  a 
small  arsenal  of  sabres,  odd  scabbards,  rusty  rifles  of  all  calil)res 
and  half  a  dozen  i)i-.tols,  from  the  aristocratic  ••Colt"  to  the  ple- 
beian horse-pistol. 

This  portion  of  Viri^inia  must  always  continue  replete  with 
interest  to  the  veteran  wlio  marched  and  bivouacked  with  the  army 
whose  history  is  sd  idenlitied  with  the  i.'iustern  campaigns.  Horse- 
back rides  of  a  few  hoins  will  fully  rcjiay  the  traveler  tor  the 
trouble  taken.  It  is  impossihlo  for  oik'  to  ride  a  mile  n\  ithout  recog- 
nizing some  landmark  familiar  to  him.  Ib're  is  a  road  whi(  ii  he 
has  traveled— tlun-  a  hill  upon  which  he  bivouacknl,  and  again 
he  identifies  his  old  canipini,'  ground,  upon  whicii,  aUhou:,-h  noth- 
ing is  left  l>ut  till-  stone  liri'i>lares.  he  can  point  out.  tlic  very  sp(^t 
where  his  tent  w.is  pitched  ;  and  we  "jruaranfec  that,  allhougli  lie 
may  be  severely  unromantic  ami  practical,  enough  will  be  found 
to  wonderfullv  attract  his  attention  and  interest  him. 
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"     20.    Pass  the  battlefield  of  Auinist  ;Wth,  lSi>2 .'  201 

"     26.     Cross  the  Potomac  into  :Marv]and •>().> 


28.     Gen.  :\reade 


assumes  command  of  the  Armv 202 

29.  Gen.  Alex.  Hayes  in  command  of  Third  Division.  .   202 

"     29.  .  Remarkable  forced  march oyjj 

July  1-3.     Gettysburg ...............     2(n 

5.     In  pursuit  of  Lee's  army • 014 

13.     The  Rebels  escape  into  Virginia 214 

•*     16.    Encamp  at  Pleasant  Valley 215 

18.     Cross  the  Potomac  at  Harper's  Ferry 216 

26.     Reach  Warnnton  Junction o^j 

Aug.  1.    Encamp  at  Elk  Run !  217 

Sept.  12.     Cross  tlie  Rappahannock 218 

"      17.     Position  taken  at  Robertson's  River 218 

18.     Deserters  shot  by  the  Battalion 2l>i 

Oct.  5.    March  to  Culpei)per  Ccnirt  lIou<e 219 

"  12.  Q.  M.  Wilcox  and  Q.  M.  Sergt.  Sprague  (  aptnred' '   220 

"  13.     "Withdraw  across  the  Rappaliaimock 220 

"  14.     Skirmish  at  Auburn T,.^! 

"  14.     Battle  of  Bristoe  Station o-^l 

I'J.     Facing  southward  again ^   oo,; 

Jn'ov.  7.     Advance  to  Brandy  Station '   00,; 

"    10.     Encamp  at  Stevcnsburg '>*'7 

"    26.     Cross  the  Ifapida  11  ...  ^ 229 

"    27.     Operations  bcgnu  at  Mine  Run o:;^, 

Dec.  1.  Withdrawal  of  tiie  Second  ( 'orps  ................   I'.i-l 

1SG4. 

Jan.  20.     Rcruiting  purty  ordered  to  New  York 2;;4 

26.     Relif.'ved  from  Provost  duty 2i4 
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Feb.  6.     Reconnoissance  at  Morton's  Ford  236 

"  22.     Grand  Second  Corps  Ball 239 

May  4.     The  Amiy  crosses  the  Rapidan 245 

"  5, 6.     The  Wihierness 245 

"       9.     Across  the  Po  River 260 

"     10.    Battle  of  Laurel  Hill 261 

"     12.         "           Spott.'^ylvania,  or  the  "  Salient "  266 

"     18.    Assault  on  the  Rebel  lines 274 

"     20.    The  Second  Corps  marches  to  Bowling  Green 276 

"     24.    Cross  the  North  Anna 277 

"     26.     Recruss  the  North  Anna 278 

"     29.     On  Tolopotomoy  Creek 278 

June    2.    Arrive  at  Cold  Harbor 279 

"      3.    Battle  of           "             281 

"     10.    Evacuate  the  trenches 291 

"    14.    Cross  the  James  River    291 

"    15.    Reach  the  works  before  Petersburg 292 

:     "  16-18.  The  Second  Corps  assaults  the  Rebel  lines 295 

"    22.    Loss  of  McKnight's  Battery 300 

July    2.     Encamp  in  reserve 302 

'*     26.     March  to  the  James  Piiver 304 

"    27.     Cross  the  James  at  Strawberry  Plains 304 

"    29.     Recrosft  the  James 305 

"    30.    The  Mine  Explosion 306 

Aug.    1.    Go  into  camp 307 

"     13.     Embark  on  transports 308 

"     14.    At  Deep  Bottom 308 

"    20.     "Withdraw  across  the  James 309 

"    25.     Battle  of  Ream's  Station 310 

"  .  30.     Occupy  works  mar  Fort  Morton 317 

Sept. —  *  Encamp  upon  rear  line .  317 

"    24.     Relieve  troops  in  the  troiU  works 318 

Oct.  26.    March  to  the  left 322 

"    27.     Battle  of  Boydton  Plank  road 323 

"     — *  Occupy  works  near  Fnrt   .McGilverv 329 

Nov.  26.     Gen.  Hancock  bids  farewt.ll  to  his  corivs 332 

Deo.   1.    March  to  the  extreme  left 331 

"    25.     Bancjmt  in  Lieut.  Col.  Hopper's  tent 335 

•  Exact  d(»to  not  known. 
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i                  Feb.  5, 6.    Operations  on  Hatcher's  Run 336 

I'                  Mar.  25.     Attack  upon  Fort  Steadman 339 

;                      "    29.-    The  Army  moves 339 

i                   April  1.     Battle  of  Five  Forks 312 

I                      "      2.     The  Rebel  lines  forced 343 

j                      "      3.    Petersburg  and  Richmond  captured 343 

I                      "      6.     Sailor's  Creek 345 

"      7.    At  Farmville 347 

"      9.     Surrender  of  Let 's  army 352 

"     10.    March  towards  Burkes ville 355 

May  2.     On  the  road  northward 356 

"      6.    Through  Richmond 357 

"    —  *  Arrive  at  Munson's  Hill 360 

"  23,24.  Review  of  the  Grand  Armies,  at  Washington 360 

June  4.  Transfer  of  officers  and  men  of  8th  X.  Y.  H.  A..  . .  361 

"    28.    Ordered  to  he  mustered  out 361 

"    30.  Muster  out  of  Regiment  and  departure  for  home.  .  362 

July  1.    Arrival  in  New  York 363 

"    3.    Final  parade 363 

•  Exact  date  not  known. 


ERRATA. 

Brig.-Gen.  Alexander  Hayes — should  read  "  Haj'S." 

Page  274,  23d  line — Divisiun,  sliould  read  "  Divisions.'" 

Page  289,  3d  line  frona  bottom — should  read  "  Corp.  <;ieorge  W. 
Reynolds." 

Page  421  (Appendix)— John  Salsego,  and  seven  names  following, 
should  read  "June  s  Oo,  mustered  out." 

Page  424  (Appendix)  under  "Transferred  "—should  read  "Groves, 
Richard,  to  Non.-com.  Staff,  June  11/65." 
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